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himſelf learn'd Ot edience in the Days of his Fleſh; and 
willhe not, think you, require a ſevere Account of that 
Duty, which he thought it no leſſening of himſelf to 
pay? A Duty, which, by paying, he hath ſufficiently 
declared to be due and necefiary, from every Child to 
Parent, ſo far as, by the Laws of God and Man, 
they have a Right. to command it from them, 
6. But it muſt be confeſſed withal, that this Do- 
minion, and the Deferences riſing upon it, though 
very large, are not without their Bounds ; beyond 
which they muſt not, they cannot, in Juſtice and 
Reaſon, be allowed to extend. Some reſerved Caſes, 
*tis plain, there are, for which this very Saviour is al- 
fo our Precedent. After his Stay behind at Jeruſa- 
Em, without the Leave, or fo much as Knowledge 
of. his Parents; After that kind Complaint from his 
r Son, why baſh thou thus r Be- 
| thy Father and T have ſought thee He 
2 that ſeeming Neglect, and thinks no | 
Ea needful, for all the Trouble and Per- 
f I tion had put them to, than that Inti- 
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upon is hands; ere was one infinitely: ſupe- 
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found him where he ought. to. be, 5 Ing 
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ſome Directions reſtrained to Private Familie. 
The Subject now before us, is the Behaviour of a Son 

to a Natural Parent, The beft and meekeft Son, to 
the beſt and moſt excellent Mother. To this 1 fall 
therefore keep cloſe, by framing ſuch Advice, as con- 
cerns che Demeanour, and mutual Regards, proper 
for Parents and Children; and, in ſome proportion of 
Maſters and Servants, rownrd each other, Advice, 
which all, I think, who diligently attend to it, muſt 
needs confeſs manifeſtly to reſult from this Portion 
of Scripture, and from That which hath already been 

ſpoken upon it. 

1. And q Firf of all. 11 God ought to be pleaſed 
and ſerved in the firſt place, and the Difcharge of 
our Duty to Him be the thing we are principally ac- 

countable for: Then are all Parents and Mafters 
hereby plainly condemned, who refuſe to allow the 
Perſons under their care, all neceflary Means, and rea- 
-fonable Leiſure, for the exerciſe of, and improvement 
in, the Buſineſs of Religion. How much Leiſure is 
| reaſonable, and what Means are neceſſary, it is not 
ble for Me, or any other Teacher, to determine 
in the general. Becauſe, after all that is or can be 
Mid, the different Circumſtanves of each Party con- 
-eern'd, will continue co be the true Meaſure of them. 
But thus much I may ſay, with Confidence and great 
Safety, that, as God hath been wonderfully indul- 
gent to Us,. with reſpect to the Neceſſities of this 
Life in particular; As he hath wadereven the, Works 
of our Lawful Calling, when purlyed. with, Honeſt 
-Indaſtey and, a regular. Concern, a, Brac Ni 
» Ghrifan's-Dury; ang highly. accept; 15 
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pit y ede ſwallow up all our Thoughts and Pains: 
to involve our ſelves to ſuch a degree, in the Af- 

fairs of the Preſent, as to forget that we have any, 
that we have our n Intereſt to be ee in this 

Next, World. * | iy 
And, as this is an Obligation e DO! 

M an, for his own Particular, ſo is it no leſs for The, 
of whoſe Behaviour and Education he hath the charge. 
The rather in truth, becauſe the Giddineſs and? In- 
conſideration of Youth have need of à powerful Re- 
ſtraint from without; and, to make the Fear and Ser- 
vice of God cheit Choice, it is neceſſary, (ordinarily 
ſpeaking) that they be firſt fixed in them, by the Au- 

rity. of their Governors. It is therefore” by no 
means enough, that Such be permitted to employ ſome 
Hours in holy Duties, when they are found inclining 
to it themſelves; but, for the moſt part, it is highly 
gie that they be often called upon, ſpurr d for- 
ward; and öbliged, to draw near to 00, even when 
ther OM Diſpoſitions would not, if let alone, bring 

_ themi'to Hit. By theſe means they will be taken off 

from Nchettefs, weancd to the Pleaſures and Vanities 

of the Werle, acquire by degrees a Habit of Thinkin 

and Sertbüſtteſs, De tauglit not only to remember; bu 

bebe, heir Crvatdr in the> Days of their Youth, de- 
"1 dag is Ge def, and eſteem his Service, as iti 
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far God allows the Concerns of this mortal Life, to 
intermingle with thoſe of Eternity, and, that he ex- 
pects, a Proviſion for our Bodies and Families ſhould 
come in for ſome ſhare of our Time and Pains. When 
they are brought to a right Senſe of theſe Matters; 
then, to deny them competent Opportunities for pray- 
ing; and reading, and coming to Church, and prepar- 
ing for the Blefſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
- and thelike, is a moſt ungodly betraying of our Truſt. 
And as oft as our own very urgent Buſineſs is not ne- 
glected upon theſe Accounts, the Words of our Lord 
here ought to be accepted for a ſufficient Juſtification, 
How is it that ye ſought me? Wiſt ye not that I muſt be 
- about my Father's bufineſs?. © 
2. Secondly. I cannot but think it proper, upon this 
_ occaſion, to counſel Parents in the Next Place, that 
they would be exceeding cautious in diſpoſing of their 
Children, as to the Profeſſions and Trades, that muſt 
- fettle them in the World. The Conſideration, which 
commonly determines the Choice in this particular, 
is, what Calling will be likely to prove moſt thriving 
and gainful. But, though ſuch Views may be allowed 
their due weight, when ſeconded by others, and not 
liable to any juſt Objection; yet ought they by no 
means to be inſiſted on, as the Only, no not as the 
Principal, Conſiderations. For, have we forgotten 
ſo utterly what the Wiſeſt of Men obſerves, and 
What Experience never fails to confirm, that Better is 
a liulle the Righteous hath, than great riches 
e the: ungodly ? Better, as it is enjoyed 
with more Comfort and Content, without Clamour 


Prov. xvii. I. 


_ Strom abroad, without Reproaches from within; as it 


is hkeher” to engage the Bleſſing and Providence of 
_ Gad, te gro greater, to wear longer. But, all theſe 
Advaptages apart, de wo not call our ſelves Chriſti- 
ans *'Wowre ve not, by that Name, be underſtood to 


| believe a Future State, anchan Immortal Soul ? Should 
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we not then, above all things elſe, be ſolicitous for 
the Eternal Welfare of our Children! ? And, can it 
become us to engage them, for Term of Life, in ſuch 
Practices, as, for a little Pomp and Plenty here, will 
render them for ever miſerable hereafter ? When St. 
Paul orders Servants to obey in the Lord, he means, 
that they ſnould obſerve their Maſters, ſo far as Their 
Directions agree with Chriſt's. And when he exhorts 
the Brethren, all to abide in their Calling with God: 
He intends, that their Temporal Intereſts ſhould be 
reconcileable with, ſhould indeed be 5 tO, > 
their future everlaſting one. | 
The Duty we owe our Neighbour, is, in our ex- 
cellent Catechiſm ſaid, among many other things, to 
conſiſt in this, that we learn and labour truly to get our 
own living, and to do our Duty in that State of Life to 
which it all pleaſe God to call us. Our Living muſt 
be got, but got  7ruly, that is, juſtly and honeſtly. 
We. muſt}. anſwer the State of Life, to which God 
calls us; But God calls no Man to a State and Trade of 
Sin. And therefore, when a Calling engages any Man 
in Acts of Sin, or in provoking other People to Sin; 
'Whenit drives him upon Methods of Falſhood and De- 
ceit, of Lewdneſs, or any manner of diſſolute Conver- | 
ſation; When the Profits propounded from it are not 
to be attained, ſo long as Innocency and a clear Con- 
ſcience are preſerved z; Thoſe Gains are the Wages of 
Iniquity, the Price of Heaven and of Souls; That 
Calling is certainly unlawful, and no Advantages, no 
not \all thy gd of tbe Harld, and the Glory of them, 
enn fender it fit for i prudent Man to chooſe. If, as 
the Laſt i Fattirular declared, the. moſt, gommendahle 
Profeſſions and; Practices (ofy nat; go away qxit 
Wnoſe of wu, but a gtent Heal ou 5 eſerved 
>the Uſesiof God, and a better Fes 
-'blej/ how unnatufhl, W e Ty 
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vil? And yet this in effect is done, when we train them 
up in ſuch ways of getting Wealth, as lead directly to 
Hell; and, that they may wear purple and fine linen, 
and fare fumptuouſy, for a few days, expoſe them al- 
molt to the Certainty, the Likelihood at leaſt, of cry- 
ing in vain for many Ages, for 4 drop of water to cool 
their Tongues, when they ſhall be tormented in that flame. 
"Farther yet. I cannot, in this Cafe, think it ſuffi- 


cient, that our Children be not trained up in a direct 


neceffity of Sinning, but that, as much as in us lyes, 
' they be ſet at a Diſtance, from all probable Occaſions, 
and Allurements to it : That we conſider the Infirmi- 
ties of human Nature, and the frequency and ſtrength 
of Temptations todo Evil. Hence it will follow, that 


* 


ſuch Profeſſions, as manifeſtly lay Men open to Danger, c 


Where we have Inſtances of many, if not moſt Peo- 
ple miſcarrying, Where good Principles are apt to be 
Unſettled, and hopeful Beginners generally harden 
and turn profligate; that all fuch, I ſay, are much 
too hazardous, for them to be truſted with. A good 
and tender; a wiſe and religious, Father will not ven- 
ture a Child in Methods of living, not only where he 
muſt, but where it is odds he may, and where very 
few do not, make Shipwreck of Faith and a good 
SWS:. 
In ſhort, we ought to bear in mind continually, that 
"our Treaſure'is laid up in Heaven, that aur continuing 
City is not bere, but we feck one to come That Virtue 
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and Piety are the only expedient, for bringing us to, 


and ſertling us in, tharbHMeto! Place; that, conſequent- 


Jy every Mah's gtand Affair 28 % 1 paſs through things 
"Temporal," that be fatally ſe not the things Erernal: All 
- our Cares therefore, all our Proſpects, mould be go. 
yern'd by thar One. Al our Coricerns fo order'd, all 


the” Fortunes and Poſts of our Children ſo laid out 


that” rhey maß not neglect dhe more valuable Adean- 
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Buſineſs of the World, as at the ſame time faithfully 
to diſpatch the Buſineſs of their Father and Qur Fa- 
ther, Their God and Our God. 

One Word now of Advice to Children, and Seas 
and all that are in a State of Subjection; and * 


have done. 
Now here I deſire all ſuch very ſoberly to conkider, 


from what Hand Parents, of every Sort, derive their 
Authority: even from God above. Their Obedienee 
then to Theſe, in all lawful and honeſt Commands, is 
Obedience to God. It is an Act of Religion, and 
therefore to be performed, not only with Diligence 
and Fidelity, but alſo with Zeal and Chearfulneſs. 
They do their great Father's and Maſter's Buſineſs, and 
urchaſe to themſelves a ſure Reward in Heaven, while 
their Labours deſerve the Approbation of their Supe- 
riors upon Earth. So very merciful is God, in accept - 
ing Men's lawful Induſtry; ſo well pleaſed with their 
Care, in any Buſineſs they are intruſted with; that he 
des it to account, as an Inſtance of their Faithful- | 


neſs and Duty to himſelf. 

*Tis true, if their Parents or Maſters ĩmpoſe any 
Terms, which they ought not to comply with; they 
muſt obey God, whatever be the Conſequence. But 
yet even then, when they muſt diſobey or diſpleaſe 
their Governors, this is to be done, upon plain and 
ſure Grounds, and always with Modeſty We Meek- 
neſs, and good Manners. The Reaſon f their Re- 
fuſal, their on juſt Vindication, their real Concern, 
for all ſuch unhappy Occaſions, are to be repreſented, 
in 5 a BY KR OT the nat ain of, T Ex. 

poſtulationꝭ, that can poſſi thought heir 

Liberty muſt never NN foraCloakof Ma- mas 

licioufnefs and Obſtinacy, but gs becomes the. on 
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— — ul 2 hen they know he aifatlows, 
0 „Mökcher Preſervetheir Innocence, they fhould 
be ve 8 to get their Judgments informed 
ie 5 alt; e Gtheowife! the inſnared with frivolous 
CFDs, Biedend Points of Conſcience 
ere Mrz there is no room for them, and decline that O- 
a bedience i Ipnorantly, xhich they ought to pay, and to 
| | ait of it better. In order hereunto, 
they wall do wel, poſt, earneſtly to beg the Directions 
_ ang . — anceof C 's enlightening Spirit; For though 
 albhave been enopg et they who are young, and 
In Cre, of Subjection, unexperienced gene- 
rally, unlcarned too oftan,. Theſe are more eſpecially 
| 2 780 bv God in the Language of the 
A e eh Daz, begging, that both 
ac a know hes. "thimps "x 8 Pg ond 440 
m nu Brute un Power 1 to fulfil the ſame, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, . „ 
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, Tet bim do it with ping, be that „ to confider the Abili- 
fb. Mer; b-thet Pond cy, wi Fleur. ties God hath given 
fulneſs. | ? © him, and the Poſt he 
| 3 : | hath called him to in 
the Church: And, e and are placed above 
him, or deſpifing them that have leſs, and are below him, make it this buſineſs 
to diſcharge his own part — _ IIA and reſt 3 in 
chat . 
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outward ſhew only, but hearty and ſincere. But let Virtue and Duty be the mea 
ſure and ground of it. And do not only avoid, but hate and deteſt all Wicked- 
neſs, and let no confideratien ever reconcile you to it Do not only practiſe, but 
W * 


from i it. 


10. B. r 10. el 3 
eherly love 3 5 ear one another. fſelvesas Brethren, and 
3 2 let your Tenderneſs and 
cool Offices be as becomes ſuch-1 pay all due Regards to one another, which 
either the different Stations or Virtues of Men require ; and let your Humility be 
ſeen in acknowledging the my 1 of JET ſpecting ther 
W e lg 5 ü 
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| low) can never do too much for-ſuch a Maſter. 8 


12. Nejoicing in Ni ee ee : 12. When AfiQions 
e 3 | or Perſecutions are up- 
on you, let the hope of 
a Reward keep you chearful: Endure what God ſends with Contentedneſs 
and Reſolution ; andperſevere in your Requeſts for his Grace and Marcy though 
you ſhould not, for ſome time, obtain what you aſk. . 
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I (HE laſt Day's Ep ile dechired to us 1 Cloſe 
* Enes of that Union, which Chriſtians ought to 
look themſelves knit together by, when called 
O ofte one Boch in 'Chrift, and every one Members one 
3 another; In the explaining whereof having ſpent 
| Part of my Diſcourſe, I cloſed with ſome of thoſe Ob- 
- tions, Which that Conſideration brings us under, 
* | an which are contained in the beginning of the Chap- 
PTY ter.” The Setiptare, now in hand, confiſts of a great 
=_—_ many.” "Which for Method's fake, we may conveni- 
ES e . ently enough reduce to the following 
ä „ Heads. 0 x:-# Contentedneſs in our Sta- 
Sg 46,7, 85 1, tion. 2 f Diligence in our proper Bu- 
— ſineſs! 3 Mutual Love || and — 
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3 745 us * e 4. A tender Concern for the — 
_z -? og dos and - Hen Fortunes of our — 
=: 1 6 * 1 Sghriſtiand. g. T Unity in Matters of 
1 [ ; Neligion And Conſtaney and Meek- 
1 . we inder Perſecutions and Wrongs. 


Fach of tele Tfhall<onfider, as briefly as I can: re- 
membring, that my Method, propounded before, does 
" . Not undertake to treut of any Duties we meet with in 


. this Chapter, according to their own due Extent, but 
e ag ſo far forth, as they ate Conſequences of 

| and mu va} Relation, ert by this 

I be * — * chende delt in our reſpoctive 

;Sfatians. -. 65 for whigh are compriſed 
7 in the th, A Bk Verſes, and proſecuted more 
. 4 re in the ith Ch pts of the Firſt ft Epiſtle ou the 
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7 Or "By Comparit FIT Placesy in ſeems | 
very probable, that the © Gl Si althad if 
by the Apoſtle, are thoſe extraordinary Aſſiſtances of 
the Holy Ghoſt, vouchſafed to Chriftians in the In- 
fancy of the Church, as at that time neceſſary Eviden- 
ces of the Truth, and fitted for the more ſucceſsful 
Propagation of the Goſpel. Yet are not thoſe Aggu- 
ments, either in the A LATE — ar; — the Na. 
ture of the Thing, fo — — Extraordingry 
Gifts, as not, with great force — — of Rea 
to extend to all Ages and Conditions of Cheiſtianityy 
when left to the Ordinary Methadsof Grace, by which | 
it now ſubſiſts. YE ahvGoliG yo. g ist 

For, Firſt, we are put in) mind (as; was obſe 
before under the Head of Humility) that all. theſe 
Endowments, by which anyone Man excels any other 
Man, are Gifts. Inſtances of Favgur, which none of 
Them who enjoy, could lay any; Manner of Claim to, 
or, bycany Induſtry, of their own, acquire to them- 
ſelves. Conſequently, the meaneſt in common Eſteem | 
are the Effect of Bounty. And they all agree in this, 
that they come from the ſame Hand, and are ſo maoy 
Streams of Grace, iſſuing from one * —— Source of 
undeſerved and overflowing Merey. Fhe thing Men 
receive is in Subſtance the 7 z for tho 


there be diuemſities f giſis, yet the 7 
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ſpirit is given in all: And though ag 0 561 
be diuerſities of Operations, Jet is it *. uk. Wn 
| fame God which ortet all in all. AGod, 2091 2005 | 
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a "where al have this gur of receiving 
God; none dan in reaſon think himſelf diſgraced, 
uppen abe Account of any Inequality in the Degree of 
what he ſo receives. It is enough, that every one par- 
takes in that One beſt ey and 4s e as we that 
Mas bene Giver. — 

But. Secondly, Such: Inequality i is not . only: not 
unjuſt, hut; it is-likewiſe prudent, and proceeds upon 
e. a equitable Conſiderations. For every man 

i »iGays- this Apoſtle elſewhere) hath bis 
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Proper ft Cod, one after this manner, and another 
after that: 5 true, the Occaſion of theſe Laſt 
Words, differs from the Subject we are now upon; 
but chey certainly contain this general Truth; that 


That iat Man's proper Gift, which he is qualified to 
uſe, and to improve. Let each Man therefore but 


temember hat He d Gift of God, whoſe Wiſ. 
dom adjuſts all things with the greateſt Exactneſs; 


- God whoſe Providence diſpoſes every Man's Fortune 
and Poſt. in che World, as well as diſpenſes their ſe- 
veral Abilities y God, who e (+ rear conſults the Beau 
and Convenience ofthe Whole, and is not direct- 
<d; :byifuch. narrow ang partial Views, as Ignorance 
ens 40 {w 1 Gm by z me he will. find 
it reaſonable ; to. 8 Wer Man is laced i in 
ſuck a Sphere, as, all {things confidered,. it, i beſt 
fox that 8 .. And chat He 
n him, th 908575 / ſo, bees ing 
e heſt knew what a 6 <5 ON; chat 
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Members and their reſpective Functions, in the Natu- 
ral Body. The Formation of irheſe" Lat is adapted 
to the Uſes Nature deſigned them for the Qualifica- 
tions of the Former are likewi in"proportion} "fulr-' 
ed to the Condition God hath ſet then ing And ti 
is certainly a very powerful Motive to 'Contentetinels, 
that, whatever Place we hold in the Body. of Cheſt, 
He, who ſet us there, knew very well -why' ks: did 
ſo;. that, however we may think gut ſelves capable of 
filling a higher, better than thoſe already in it; yet, 
if the Experiment were made, tis probable it wild: 
be made to loſs. So much the more probable; as 
ve are more diſpoſed to think loftily of ee 

and meanly of thoſe above us; as We are for wür 
uſurping, or bitter in dettactiug from; Andsenvying, 
the Honours of Their Poſt; and dflativfied with, and 


given to diſdain, and to be alkdaed fz & che Meunneſs | 


of our own.. e eee tis ene he mob: 
4: Farther yet. This Ine a © ef Dies and Sta- 
tions is not only Juſt, "beta! not N Pr. 


dent, becauſe accommodated" 8 the Parties concern 
ed; but ĩt is alſo ahſolütel) Neceflaty:” The Beauty 
of the Body cannot be AGlifplayed, the Exigendics 
of the Body cannot be < ſupple, ,"hayithe very Beltlg of 
the Body. cannot *} ; tive it. Alt theſe re- 
PE: Variety.” be Beuüty, as, Sonffſting in N. 
metry of Parts; 125 e byeſtvera 
Offices, to be formed'by Taltturnewcs differently 5 
poſed: The Being, as including, Vin the Rio 
a 1 5 1 Order and Diſtinctionf and Without thelc, 
no longer a Compoſition; Riec@/for Life und Motion 
and Senſe, but a rude Maſs F tiſcteſs und genen Mat- 
ter, a Lump of Inactivity and C fuſion. 
Apoſtle of the Body N atutal,” e Buch 45 nor dne Ban. 
bet, but many. 7 the Feb N B e 
cauſe I am not the Hand, 7 an Worof the 8 d 
* is i therefore not of —_—” al And e i * 
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75 the Body; 4s is leert nat of the Body ? If the whole 
were an Bye, obe zvere the Hearing ? If rhe whot: 

wore Hearing,” where were the Smelling ?' But"uow'bath 


God [et ihe Amed, eber bn in the Body, as it bath 
Pleaſed bim. Ants 13 Were all one Member, where 


nn the Body?! now"art they Members yet 
but ane Body. The Application of all which Simili rude 
himſelf hath' made'in the latter end of that Chaptet: 
5 Note ye apt ib Body of Chriſt, aud 
ee. "bers i particular: And God bath Jet ſom 
in the Guck ff Aoftles, etondarily Prophets, thirdly 
e, after that © Miracles, then Gift: of Healing, 
Helps,” Governments, Diverfities of Tongues. Are all 
. ? Are all A pb Are all Teachers? and 10 
J the ſame . in his Epiſtle to 15 70 e. 
e ee ame bee, ont 
12 Prophets,” ad ſome Evangelifts, and ſont 
Paſtors and Teachers; For the perfetting of the Saints, 
Jor the mort of the "Miſtry, for the edifying of the Boch 
"Chriſte © The Sum"whereof is chis. The Neceſfi- 
| of Mankind thus united are of ſeveral kinds; Theſe 
ase be ſerved, Without à ptoportionable number of 
8 formed and; placed differencly; The'differehce 
of that'Form and Place depends up o ED 1120 
e each; Al the 51 thus med 
Walde up one regular Fabriek; Ev Oe rden is 
vſcful and” a ng in its pro Pofttioh, - the Kaft 
= loweſt eam no More be if T chil he nobleft "aft 
highs: The Fol of One, above its due fixtiatt 
a 1 718 portion, would" Oden Qeforhity, 
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the Union-of a Body; and without RE | 
could not be that mutual Relation, that teciptg al Ne- 
ceſſity and Uſefulneſs, that equal Value and. BR i 
which now there is, from every one to every other 
Chriſtian. For evety other Chriſtian. is to be conſi- 
dered, as a part of, and Fellow-member with, hign- 
ſelf, ſeparated from whom, it is ieee for the Bo- 
dy to ſubſift, in that Ca ty: wo Yes 
What then is the Reſult o all this, but pn finee 
All cannot have the fame Place, nor. execute the ſame 
Office in the Church and the World; Each ſhould TR 
fatisfied with the Diſpoſal of his wiſe. Head, and 
chearfutly take up with that uſe he is framed for? 
That the Eye ſhould be content with Seeing, and the 
Ear with Hearing; 1 Hand with Working. and | 
the Foot with Walking ; the wa ht receiv · 
ing Inſtructiop, and te Learned with the Labour 
of givin it; The Inferiorg with Obedience, and he 
Poor with Induftry ; The Lawyer with the Barg auch 
Divine with his Miaifiry ry; the Tradeſman wich hies? 
Shop, and the eee his, Tillage. For. 
when theſe go out of their own, V Wa wn Dyade h * 
Buſineſs pr P roper to each other; the . 0 of the 15 
dy is broken, and nothing hut Dioden . and Mighicf 
offibly.come. of it, This pragmatical and en - 
8 2 00 67 5 itiot ee is, g $ruth, 
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rate, Is at any. Ne. e hy 
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lle Them: that v We. 21 a yr 
eres we are appointed to, 
d contain our ſelves with- 
Rays ve Gra That we would not 
He that made ug, and 
eee 
ed, 
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at ed, Ar God bath Ae rel to every man, 
* as the Lord bath called every one, ſo let him 
alk, and therein abide with God. One thing howe- 
ver I muſt interpoſe, for the better underſtanding of 
that Text laſt mentioned. It is, that neither muſt the 
Apoſtle, by commanding Men to abide in their reſpe- 
Eve” Callings, nor would I, by urging the Duty of 
Contentedneſs, as I do, be underſtood to condemn all 
Change of a Man's Poſt or Employment, as unlawful. 
Far otherwiſe. For ſuch C hange, 1 in Some Caſes, ray 
be uſeful and adviſeable, and in Others even abſolutely 
neceſſary. If therefore the Providence of God call us 
ay to another Station, Obedience to that Call is no 
Argument of our former diſcontent. And this the 
Providence of God may be fairly ſuppoſed to do, as oft 
_as Neceſfity forces, or Authority commands, or mani- 
felt Advantage to the Publick perſuades, or many law- 
Jul and weighty Circumſtances, (fit to balance a diſcreet 
Aud conſcientious Man,) concur to repreſent ſuch an 
_ Alteration, not only lawful, but highly to be choſen, 


| _ and commended. But, where Levity and Littleneſs 


of Spirit, Ambition, or Greedineſs 0 Gain, Enyy at 
| others, or UneaGneſs with one's own private Condi- 
- . tion, are at the bottom of ſuch a Change, and the true 
Motives inducing it ; there, to. be ſure, the-Man is 
blameable, and the Duty of his Memberſhip violated 
and forgotten. For, where all cannot have a Place 
 kighandhonourable, eminent and publick, none ſhould 
ſcorn thoſe. of a lower and laborious. but do 
bis Buſineſs gladly there while in it, as well 40 
_ embrace Eaſe and Promotion, when nities 
fer for them. St. Paul hath left us — 5 
+ 1. * ar. enough! in this Caſe, Art thou called being 
u Servant ? l "oY 5 Let not that trouble 
thee, perform thy Part honeſtly and contentedly. . But 
85 if thou may t be made free, uſe it rather. Yet ſtill uſe 
it with this Temper ad *.. that, 10 
iberty 
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eee was as tru . 
be eſteemed and f 
that 1 and . 


Et, the Body hath 


berty bea more comm = 

8 State; and. th 
warded, according to thy 
Ciion, in which thy preſent 


engaged. thee. And this lead 3s 18 715 Hal 183 . 1 * 


ticular Place 17 al „TR 8 f 
would have us un cad yg walking in,” 
by being faithful to, and. Ly t. ag fare 
now before us, by wailins „ 1 
dive Offices, by not being Nlozbful in. 
neſs, but fervent in Sint, Err 
55 


Lord. This is the Inference, | 
having received. ſome preper & dog Et Df 
as he 1 elſewhere, the ma nifeftatic 0 i Bo: * 7 
of the Spir per it 5s gruen 1 = Bi moni 87 
w1thal.-1;his is the Deſig of- ou fled... Ines 
Saviour, in his Parable 9 9 Fe Tal ents ;.. 
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05 Improvements, and He, who hid his Talent in 11 
hee 18 . 1 Darkneſs, for being 
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fucking out the fruit of other 


joint ſupplieth, according to the effetFual working in the 
meaſure of every part. No Man performs the Duty 
of a Chriftian, who ſits with his Arms a-crofs, and 
hath nothing to ſhew, for the Time and the Abili- 
ties afforded him. The difference of Degrees, and 
Fortunes in the World, do indeed allow, nay they re- 
- quire, different forts of Employments : But no Man's 
Life, in any the moſt exalted or plentiful Condition, 
- was ever intended to be idle, and wholly unemployed. 
To eat, and drink, and ſleep, and purely to amufe 
and recreate our ſelves, are Refreſhments, deſigned to 
recruit our Spirits, and fit us for new Buſineſs; but are 
not themſelves, nor can they be, the proper Buſineſs 
of any Man living. And, as in our natural Compoſi- 
tion, there never is, or can be, one moment's entire 
Reſt; fo in our Spiritual and Politick one, the lying 
ſtill of any Member is at once a Miſchief to itſelf, and 
to all about it. And therefore, whatever is, or may be 
e cted from us; Whatever are the Duties, 
hich our Education, and Endowments, and manner 
G Life, have fitted us for, or confined us to; The 
nduſtrious diſcharge of Theſe is a Service done to 
God, An Obedience due to our Common Head, A 
Care owing to our Selyes, and to thoſe that have im- 
mediate Dependance upon us, An inſtance not meerly 
of Charity, but even of ſtrict Juſtice to our Brethren; 
Who, being One with us, have a right to demand, 
and are defrauded and really injured, when they do 
not actually reap, ſome Advantage from us. 
'» Theſe Reflections may ſuffice, I hope, to make us 
ſenſible, both, that we ought to be employed, and af- 
ter what manner it becomes us to be ſo. To ſay, we 
muſt not live like Drones, upon ſpoil and prey, and 
Men's Sweat and 
Strength, is ras than this Apoſtle did, 
„ when directing the Theſſalonians,that if a 
ay i would not work, he bony he eat. Ng 
5 I can- 


Vol II. fer tb E DurHAN VI 5 T 
I cannot forbear remprking by the by, that St. Paul, 
when calling ſuch, diſarueriy walkers,' and bu. budies, 
pints at Qwalities, that are certain Companions of 
Faleneſe For the Mind cannot be abſolutely out of 
Employment, Vice, and diſſolute Principles, read = 
_ cloſe upon the heels of Sloth :; And, as from not doing 
god we quickly dide into doing ill: So from nat 
having ſome pulineſs, of our on to entertain us, vr 
naturally fall into that which po way concerns us; To 
Fade and meddling, and tattling: and oenſuring. and 
+ flandering, and miſchief- making. S certain is it, that, 
even ig our Perſonal Capacity, Buſineſs is a good Re- 
fuge, and ſaves us out of harms way. So evident; that 
in our Publick, it is unavoidablg neceſſary, becauſe 
there is no middle State, between helping Society, and 
hurting it. And the phlegmatick ſluggiſn parts, which 
add nothing to the Beauty and Strength, are no better 
chan the Excrement and Filthifirſt, and chen the Sores 
and Scabs, of this Bd ... 
Jo ſay, that no Man ought to ſuſtain hiovſelfby i- 
or Diſcard, or any thing that is of ill Fame, or pernici- 
| ous Conſequence, is no more, than Civil Communities 
enerally agree in. And ſome States have had the 
Waſdom to provide againſt theſe, by calling all Per. 
ſons, liable to ſuſpicion, ſtrictly to account for the 
But the Laws of the Chriſtian Society ſay a great 
deal more. They forbid us to do ill; They forbid 
us to da nothing; They forbid us to be buſy about 
that which in effect is nothing; To ſquander away 
our Time in Impertinencies; To take pains, that are 
not like to turn to an account. They enjoin us to 
| make a juſt Eſtimate of our Gifts: Touemember the 
Author, the Dignity, the End of them, and not to 
trifle away Means and 3 nee | 
3170 | "> EW — 
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— 
e the nobleſt Effects: To behave our ſelves 
worthy our Character, as becomes Reaſonable Crea. 
tures, and enlighened Chriſtians: Chatacters utter! 
"defaced, in thoſe that make any ſore of Wickednel 


{their Buſineſs; Greatly Diſparaged, by Them, who 


Noop ſo low, as to lay themſelves out upon mean and 
-little'Deſigns:: Never anſwered,' except by ſuch Call- 
ings, and ſuch Induſtry about chem, as may tend to 


Sur on Benefit and Salvation: Nor then neither; ex- 


our Management, and the Matters in which it is 
employed, do in ſuch manner conſult our Own, as, 
at the ſame time, — "together with? ** to advarice 
the Publick; Goo” 35 157 1020097 2275t Dif git 
Thus much is apparently included i in bis Allofan'of 


{a Body: Whoſe every/Limb-and'Veſſel;” though rea- 


dy to diſcharge: the Office peculiar to it, yet not one 


of them does it with je tne rate view of Delight or 
Antereſt of its own. 


ye Uoes not ſee,” nor the 
Ear hear, nor the Stomach — and digeſt Food, 
-nor-the'Hands/4&; nor the Feet travel, for them- 
ſelves: but Each conſents to miniſter to the Other's 
occaſions, and all conſpire” together, to preſerve and 
the Welfare and Comfort of the Whole. 
And this, Aichiok; ſufficiently intimates, not only 
-what | -unweatled: diligence is required in filling our 


Vn Poſt, and performing our on Part; But, that 


0 Man is at liberty [to chuſe Such a Poſt or Part, 


for the employment of his Life, from whenee it is 


Mkely any Evil may, from whence it is not probable 


Indeedythat a a deal of Good will, come. No 
Private Profit of our own is fingly a lawful Induce- 


ment for ſuch a Choice. To juſtify us in this matter, 
it is neceſſary, that the Methods we livè by be blame- 
deſo, and fair, and honeſt. Syeh as we need never be 
aſhamed to o], and diſtinguiſh our ſelves by; Such 
as in the natural Courſe and tendency of things; may 
the . of our own Virtue, the 

LED. e Glory 
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t that in bis N Chriſt, Fl ec only + is ac. 
E 10 Cod, and approved of Men 
3. The Third Particular taken notice of, as recom- 
mended here, and grounded upon the Similitude of 
A Body, i is Mutual Love and Reſpect. Let Love be with- 
out diſſimulation. Be kindly. affeZioned one i 
toward another in brotherly love. Arg 2 4 5 1 5 . 
ain; In honour preferring one another; Sea to 
6; the fame 5 towards another; LAG 


Mind not bigh. things, but ee le men of 2 . 


ate. 

In the former of Theſe, our Love, the Aren re: 
quires 7% Qualifications, The Siocetity, and the 
Fervency of it. Both plainly reſulting from the 
Conſideration of our Neighbours: making wp. 


. and being integral parts with our elves. 5 


Every Man naturally bears ſuch a regard to every 


part of his own Body, as ' admits no Hypocriſy, or 


falſe a ;pearance of the Affection he really hath not. 


And this diſtinguiſhes true Chriſtian Charity, from 


all thoſe formal Pretences, and affected Civilities, 
88 all thoſe intereſted and deſigning, thoſe unter- 
feit and treacherous Profeſſions of Kindneſs, which the 
Friendſhips of this World ſo generally gonſiſt of; when 
in truth there is little or nothing but Self, at the bot- 
tom all the while. It is not therefore in this caſe 
enough, that we ſerve and do acts of Friendſhip to 
Others, unleſs we do them for Their. ſakes,” that. re- 
ceive them. Nay, it is not enough that we love them 


with a common and general ſort of affection, though 


this be undiſſembled; unleſs his be done with that 
warmth and fervour, which Nature inſpires for thoſe 
Relations, that are very near and dear to us. For ſuch, 
IS every Chriſtian, a 
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e Latter, that of Reſp cer, e 0 e to the 
contemptuobs Coldneſs, $a AMſcain teatment, 
which the Opinion of our own Advantages, and the 
Defects of our Brethren, are fo frequently the cauſe: - 
of, towards the Perſons, who, upon theſe accounts, 
fm ſo far our Inferiors, as not to be. worthy our 
regard. And this the A poſtle, much to the ſame 
effect indeed as here, but 115 Terms more expreſſive 
of the Compariſon 1 am now upon, hath urged in 
=" "RS FARES he | Finthians. © The Eye 
— ' cannot ſay to the Hand, I have no need "f 
Thee ; nor again the Head to the Feet, I bave 
wo need of Ton. Nay, much more thoſe Members of the 
Boch which ſeem to be feeble, are neceſſary. And thoſe 
Members of the Body, which we think to be leſs bonoura- 
ble, upon theſe we beftow more abundant honour ; and our 
wncomely parts babe move abundant comelineſs. For our 
zomely parts bave nd need; but God bath tempered ibe 

250 to nobel baving given more abundant hohour to that 
_ part which lacked. That there ſhould be no Scbhiſi in the 
Bulb, Put that the Member's ſhould. have the ſame care 
one for another. _ 

This Care of God and Nature, to ſet every Part 
above our Scorn, is here propoiinded, as a Pattern to 
tnedeF our Behaviour upon, and a Reaſon ſufficient, 

by no Man ſhould be deſpiſed, The ſhort of it is, 

hat,” what thoſe we hike ou deſpicable, want in 
One wa y, is made up to them in Another; and, 
990 l the Berl falls mort, there the CRTC 


| : . and Ufefalneſs excels. Thus the moſt neceſſa- 


ationsof Life are performed, partly by Veſſels 
Ka fiom'common view ; partly b fuch, as when ſeen, 
make to beautiful figate ; partly by ſome, which ge- 
fetal Cuſtom, and natur Madeſty, labour to con- 
cen. - Juſt thus the meaneft of Ankind are of moſt 
general, moſt indiſpenſable Uſe: - The Leiſure of the 
Learned, the Luxury 8 the Rich, the PRC. 


Pomps 
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toon s of the Great, What would become of them 
all, if *the Illiterate, the Poor, the loweſt in degree 
and common account, ſhould ftop their Hands? If 
che Plough, and the Mill, and the Wheel, and the 

Manufacture ſtood till ; If che laborious Pains of them, 


who ſeem cut out for nothing above that conſtant 


Drudgery,. ſhould ceaſe, nay ſhould bur intermit for 
a very ſmall Seaſon? Is TE that Pride then moſt 
unreaſonable, that yilifies and tramples upon thoſe 
Faces, to the Sweat of which its Support, its very 
Subſiſtence, is owing? That Miniſter to our Plenty, 
and put the very Bread into our Mouths? *Tis moſt 
extravagant upon a Civil Conſideration; Tis much 
more ſo, upon a religious and Spiritual one. For, 
in this regard too, we have reaſon to think it a Mer- 
cy, that the Poor we have always with us. That 
Their Wants make room for Our Charity, and 2 
vide us bags that war not old, a treaſure Luke wi, 
| in Heaven that faileth not, a ſafe Repoſi- 33. 
tory, where no Thief approacheth, neither Moth corrupt- 
 eth. That their mean Rich and Figure in che World 
give occaſion to that Humility, wick hath the pre- 
miſe of a higher Elevation, and confirms us to * | 
Image of our Head, who, for Our much | Pha: 
more deſpicable fakes, humbled and even. i 5 
emptied bimſel F. But, which is more, his ſeeming 
Vile Wretch is one Body with thy ſelf, as nearly re- 
lated to Chriſt, as cloſely compacted into Him; and, 
if in. that mei capacity he executes his Office, he may 
one Day be the Dy ect of thy Envy, whom now. 
neglecting Thane, 108. thinkeft 5 05 beneath thy 
Value, as not to hold him wor 
This is directly the Caſe, as e by st. Paul. 
Let us next ſee the Behaviour of the Body Natural, 


and from thence vn may learn, what at leaft ſhould 


be the Reſentments, and Behaviour, of the Body Myfti- 


cal. . Now he obſerves, that here we 1 olicitous 2 
; | D4 — 
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to provide what additional Ornaments we can, and to 
makeamends for the Defects of Nature, by the Supplies 
of Art. A Care, that Nature ſeems to have inſpired; 
sa Token of Gratitude, for the Service thoſe Parts do 
us; A neceſſary decency, in covering and W 
What ought not to be expoſed, and yet can leaſt be 
penſed with. i: And all agree in eſteeming the ne- 
glect of this Decency and Care, a Symptom of a pro- 
Higate. and abandon'd Mind. Ought we not then, 
in the Body of Chriſt, that Head which affigns our 
relpective Stations and Fortunes; ought we not, to 
treat thoſe, whom a few Circumſtantials have placed 
A little, but a little, below us, with all poffible Hu- 
manity and Reſpect? Can it become us to inſult their 
= Infirmities of Mind or Body, to make their Meannefs 
e Birth, or Parts, or Profeſſion, matter of Jeſt and 
*barbarous Triumph? No, we ſhould learn, from that 
= _ Care, that Coſt, that Pain we are ſo often content 
bidde aby bodily Deformity, how much we 
nd 255 ſhould make it our buſineſs to cheriſh, to affift their 
dio ſhield many of their Follies and Faults - 
ee and Reproach. We ſhould eſteem the 
gien to them a Debt: and our ſelves 
== _ obliged by all manner of courteous Deportment and 
= Kind. Condelgenſions, to repair and. ſupply thoſe 
E Eomforts and Honours They want; and which, did 
hey want, We could not enjoy. Thus we 
= __ Jhould balance one Convenience with another; and 
; labour ſo far to bring all to a level, that not any 
Ehriftian may have reaſon to think himfelf neglect- 
or deſpiſed; but be treated, as becomes Men, 
ho are all needful Ad helpful, all too needing help; 
all ſerviceable, though not in the ſame kind. and 
;alldenfible that they are, and gught to be, fo. This, 
nightly weighed, would produce that Homowr, that 
evil Preference, that one Mind, that ſame Care, preſſ- 
£d by the Apoſtle. For, where our Occaſions and 
ns oO e our 


* 


* a 


r 


our ur Supplies, our Uſes: and "Defects. are. TT 
though all ground of Diſtinction be not, yet any miſ⸗ 
chief that can come from a too rigorous inſiſting upon 
it is, taken away. And one would think, no Man 
need be adviſed, to live friendly, and comfortably, | 
and reſpectfully, with thoſe, without whom he cannot 


500 at all. 
4. The Fourth thivg here enoined. isa 8 


* * «+ 


Fellow-Chriſtians. Rejoice with them that rejoice, and 


weep with them that weep, Ver. 1 75 And this we 
likewiſe find urged from the ſame Topi 
inſiſted on; Whether one Member ſulfer, all tbe Mem: 


bers ſuffer with it 5 or one Member be be- . is 0. a6. 


bonds as- bound witb them, and tbem 
wobich ſuffer 
Body. Recollect a little, how impoſſible ig * oor 
any part of us to endure Pain, qr ickneſ: s, or H 


ger, or Cold alone. How quick, the Com = 5 * 4 2 
on, how ſharp the Anguiſh, how 7 encral the . 3 
f 


der, how great the Anxiety, how diligent the e 


cern for the proſperous and adverſe; Fortunes of our 


ick all along 
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noured, all the Members rejoice - with it. 
And again, Remember them that are in n a . 3 


Adverfity, . as being Fink ſelves. 40 in the - 


to aſſwage or to relieve any Indiſpoſition, or tz; 


of the leaſt and moſt diſtant Member + And ©. 
Upon any Return of Health and Eaſt how ſudden, 
how ſenſible, how mighty is the Joy? Upon. any TY 
ceſſion of Beauty, or Ornament, how gay the 1 
how chearful the Countenance, how pleal ng the 1 inno- 
cent Pride of it? And let theſe inftruct us, what 


Right, what Obligations we e, to take part 
the good or ill Events of our Mehren, to think 90 _— 
Man's Joys or Griefs 2 his own: To ſuſpet 


our ſelves, whether wie be f alive in that Body ; 
when ſuch a narrow Wane 


Oy and quite * n of that reci 
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hath hardned us, 45 N 
ſhuts out all tender Im ken of 0 When cold, x 08 
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which the different Fortunes of our Fellow- members 
ought to create. Let theſe convince us too, that 
ſuch Concern muſt not content it ſelf with private 
and inward Reſentments only, but be expreis'd by 
active and vigorous, ready and continual Aſſiſtances. 
That, as one part of the Body ſubmits, to be wound. 

or bliſtered, or ſcarified, or to Nauſeatings, or 
ings; to diſcharge the Humours ſettled in Ano- 
ther, and ſet the Whole at eaſe; So ſhould we, be 
far from grudging any ſupportable degree of e 
or trouble, for the Benefit of the Diſtreſſed and Inju- 
red; and eſteem every Member's Sufferings a Calami- 
ty to the Body in common. Conſequently, That we 
do not weep with the Afflicted as we ought, except 
we dry up their Tears, by labouring to redreſs thoſe 
Afflictions, from whence they flow. We do not re- 
* Joice with the Proſperous as we ought, without ceaſing 
to envy, and defiring to add to, their | Happineſs. | 
Our Diligence, in both kinds, muſt go to the very ut- 
moſt of our Powers. They, who have Opportuni 
Tm Fo. 1 ties, muſt difribute to the Neceſhtiies of 
Fe. = 
Saints, and be given to Hoſpitality. Nay, 
they muſt even court and hunt after ſuch 
Opportunities, ſeek them with an eager 
Zeal, -and think themſelves to have obtained a Prize 
Worth all their pains, when they have the good for- 
Tune to find them. They who cannot do thus, muſt 
at leaſt with they could, and never want the Diſpoſition, 
when they have not the Ability. And, ſince our Prayers 
are confined within no bounds, Theſe muſt ſtretch them- 
Telvesall the World ger. For, in regard Chriſt hath diſ- 
perſed his Church over the face of the whole Earth, 
the diſtance of Place makes no difference in the degree 
Relation. They are ſtill Members, and the ſame Bo- 
dy with our ſelves; And We muſt love, and be touch'd 
with a ſenſible Regard, muſt intercede with, and give 
Thanks to our common Head, for them. 
| 5. Ft 14555 
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Men are united in their Underſtandings, when 5 
believe and acknowledge the ſame Holy Truths, and 
abide by the ſame Principles. In their Wills and 
Affections; when they purſue the ſame Ends, ex- 
preſs the ſame Deſires, and bear the ſame Love to 
that which 1s good, and to one another. This; 
added to the former, makes up what the Apoſtle 
calls, Keeping the Unity of the Spirit in t , 
the Bond of Peace. From theſe Two . 
ſhould follow an uniform Behaviour and Conſent 
of Action, termed by the ſame Apoſtle, |. 26. 

Walking ty the ſame rule, and minding the © 
ſame thing. When we jointly advance, the fame 
common Intereſts. When, as becomes a Body ani- 
mated by one Spirit, we all attend, without Piſtrac- 
tion, to the Furtheranee of Piety and Peace, to the 
Salvation of Souls, to the adorning our Profeſſion, 
| by undifſembled Goodneſs, and a wiſe well-govern'd 
Zeal: when we, with one Mouth, as well as one Mind, 
glorify God, and, like Strings tuned to the ſame 
Sound, make that Worſhip harmonious and uniform, 
which is eſtabliſned to Expreſs this Union, and is ſo 


- 


admirably contrived for Edification and Decency, 


Well were it, if theſe Engagements were duly laid 
to heart, by thoſe buſy Factors for the Devil, who 
employ. their Wits and Pens, in poiſoning the eaſy 
and unſtable, with profane, lewd, or heretical Prin- 
ciples; Well, if they would remember them too, 
who- for Intereſt, or Prejudice: or Peeviſhneſs, 
break the Order, and depart from the — 


2 ferric Tha; ;: to. whoſe Doctrine they. offer, none, 
"Rn, fo.very poor,. Exceptions, Baut, whether chel 
it is Our part, hy all manner of regular means, to 


Bau to their wholeſom Laws, and our Love to the 


Fhich we are taught to pray for in our excellent daily 
Prayers, The good eſtate, I mean, ef the Catholick 

. Chureh ; That it may be ſo guided and governed by our 
Tord s good Jer, th that all, «who profeſs and call them- 
 _ ſelves Chriſtians, may be led into the way of Truth, and 
buli the Hau in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, 


aud in Righteouſneſs of Life. 
| ſtaney and Meekneſs under Perſecutions and Wrongs, 


by reaſon of my former Enlargements upon the Reſt, 
and the Affinity. of this to ſome Others, which will 
ell for our Conſideration the next Lanes nog I oi 
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and to whoſe Diſcipline they are-able to bring ſo very 
Men will hear, or whether they will forbear, ſtill 


teſtify our Reverence for Chriſt, our Obedience to 
awful Paſtors, our chearful _ unanimous Con- 


ethren: and Fellow members. Labouring continual- 
ly. and carneſtly, to obtain that moſt valuable Bleſſing 


There yet remains a Sixth Duty behind, Thatof Cos. 


at the Tewelth and Fourteenth Verſes. But, 
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unt bim 7 Baue 2 Wine. | 
FEE * ” hort, his Mothei aden un a., b er 


"RE ber, Woman; wwhat have 1 ed ＋Jeſus 3 


with thi 7 y bour is not yet come. 3 DR . this was not A matt 
= ad proper for her Author 


you interpoſe in z and, that Miracles 1 were not to be wrought for eratifying | 


15 Requeſts of Friends but had their err ſeaſons, of wh bo 
5. ur Mather faith ant the Servants, batſoever be 6. ATED 
ſaith unto you, do it. 383:005 i nad _ ſeems not to have taken 
this for an abſolute 

nial;” but as an Intimation rather, that he Would ieferve himfelf til ie was 


* rn be dare to, obſerve; any Onder he Henle a 


6. . Amer pan of Sine, 6, Now there 66d 
e manner of e the Fes, n Skate Veſſeli, the uſe 
fs or three. Firkins "oe. 1 "I ance whereof was to hol 
1 by 20 - e 64 ater, that might 
ra the ſeveral fort of e Elte 
frequently . * 201 a vori 1 14 
+ 3 Into them, 7A the 1 20 2 ry b 8 3 


they filled ben up to the brim. ADSI 

8. And ir ſaith unte n 2 ent now, |. 0 58110 Dot 
L up Feaft., | FOR 
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that was made Wine whence. it 8 g 1 
the Servants which: l 4 * — 1 # Kh” 229 


of the Feaſt called the Bridegroom, De e "kn © 
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2 And 1 unto bim, Every man in . 10. It is aſual, when 
ng doth > ſor wo Wine, and when men have ww "Mens Palates:are fr 

. e but thou wig af _ and beſt able to di 

2 #7 5v2-t 03 gui, to tive them the 


beſt they have; = 
thou | haſt, ' contrary to common Leue 45 Entertainments, reſerved 


moſt 2 Wine to the laſt. Hereupon (as che: ninth Verſe intim 
the Serv 2 examined about dhe l and ave an accoung how 
came by i £53 "TK: ? ft LA. 3 "* %*.3 3 1 
2 . 22 Jagt in Chi f 11. ———— 
N erth bis Clem, and his Diſciples Inſtance Jeſus gave of 
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offers, as well i in the a of our Bleſſed 
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viour's Life, as in the courſe of this Work : I conceive 
it may be of ſome uſe, topremiſe ſomewhat concerning 
Miracles in general. Which I ſhall do, in the plaineſt 
and moſt inſtructive manner, that I can. 
1. Now the Firſt thing I obſerve on this occaſion, 
is, That, upon all extraordinary and new Difcoveries 
of God's Will to Mankind, recorded in — it 
appears to have been his conſtant Uſage to ftrength- 
en their Authority by Miracles. The Power of work 
ing Theſe was ufually impartedto the Perfons, whom 
he thought fit to employ as Inſtruments, for publiſh- 
ing choſe Diſcoveries to the World. In proof of this 

there is no need to labour: The whole Hiſtorical Part 
of dhe Old, and New, Teſtament bear clear and am- 
ple Teſtimony to it. For, from the very fitſt Call of 
Abrabam, out of a Country, over-· run with Idolatry 
and blind Superſtition, down to the Jateft Memorials 
of St. Paul and the other Apoſtles, the Narrative of 
two thouſand years Tranſactions abounds with Inſtan- 
ces of this kind, ſo very numerous, that it were ao 
Undertaking almoſt as endleſs, as it is | But 
barely to repeat them. Let it ſuffice then to remark, 
upon chis occaſion that the End ſuch wondrous Ope- 
* rations were deſigned to ſerve, is not merely the Ma- 
nifeſtation of God's Almighty Power, but, generally 
ſpeaking, the employing that Power fo, as thereby to 

give Evidence to ſome important Truth, to eftabliſh 
the Authority of ſome eminent Teacher, to convince 
them who did not yet believe, or to confirm ſuch a5 


the Pains to confider, and Fompare the Facts, and 
their ſeveral Circumſtances, quickly ſatisfy them- 
ſelves, that this was their general Intent; and will ea- 
ſily diſcern one, or more of theſe Purpoſes, to have 
been the Motives, even where they were not the El- 
fedts, of them. They ought indeed to have been bath. 
And we may juſtly think it matter of wonder, — 


he 
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they ſhould at any time fail of their intended Succeſs 3 
— that hath conſidereds! hen 1 Ale Ry 
be obſerved 1 mn the : S: aA! : 
2. Second Place. Timah; chings,! wha 
in Mankind ſeem to be more agreed, than in the Ac- 
knowledgment and Acceptance of Miracles, as an au- 
thentick and indiſputable Teſtimony, chat the Perſons, 
entruſted with ſuch Power, were employed by God. 
This Senſe of the thing appears, from the Confeſſion 
and Practice, not of ſuch only, upon whom the fs 
knowledgment of the true God, and the Prejudices of 
Education, might be pretended to have Influence; but 
of Heathens and Idolaters too. Thus Phurachs Ma- 
gicians confeſs the Miracles of aſes and n 49 be 
the Finger of God. Thus, in the Con- 
between Elijiab and the Prieſts 
of Buab it was without any difficulty 8 a8 2 
fair Propoſal; that He, who anſwered by Fire from 
Heaven, ſould be unanimouſſy ſerved and worlthppbc: 
and accordingly! upon that Prophet's Sacrificeibcing 
conſumed, the uſe — Fam rs yielded. Fur 
| all the People, w av dt, 11 
their Faces, and ſaid, The Lond he is abe = r. 
God, "the Lori be is the God. Thus EA. i t 
ſha deſires, Naaman the Syrian might be * 
ſent to Him, that his miraculons Recovery from his 
Leproſy might male him knaw, there wes:a:Gad in 
3 And this effect it had; as appears by his ſolemn 
laration, that be zvouldt ort hoffer neither Burmt- 
offering nor Sacrifice unto nber Gods, but unto the Lord. 
Thus again Nebuchadnezzer, and after Da 1. 4 b. 
him Darius, was ſo affected, with the 
——— Deliverances of the chree Children, and 
Daniel; as preſently io reverſe: their impious Decrees, 
to put to Death the Adviſers of their Puniſhment, to 
advance theſe peeuliar Favourites of Heaven to the 
hy 1 and t enjoin che Worſhip of the * i 
Y 
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ty true God, by a moſt Jolewn Ordinance, to take 
place *throughour their whole Dominions. Can we, 
after all this, think it ſtrange, that, in a Country 
e much better informed; ſo much more accuſtomed 
90 Events of this kind, a Lrarned Ruler of the Jes 
1 ſhould in theſe terms accoſt our Bleſſed Lord, Radbi, 
= - 274 we know," hat thou: art a Teacher come 
= N.. Gad for:no Man can do theſe Mira- 
cler "IM oft” except God be with bim? Or, that a 
n nean Man, ho had been born blind, ſhould take the 
G 0 fidence to confront a hole Aſſembly. of Phariſees, 
= . wich this Argument, Since the world be. 
= n gan tuas it nat heard, that any Man open: 
mei the Her if ont that m bern blind. - If ibis Man were 
ef God, be rould:do nothing ? Or, that a Conſult of 
=... wicked Rulers ſhould aſſign this, as a politick Reaſon 
ONE the Death of Jeſus; This: Man doth ma- 
8 ny Miracles-y- If ur let him thus alone, all 
. ir 47+ 48+, en will believe an lim; Or laſtly, that 
Dur Bleſſed Farm hichſelf ſhould put the Credit of 
 - an upon chis ſhort Iſſue: I do not the Works 
EW * 5 3. thoaghye balteve nat Me believe the Works; 
- 8 . y . that the Father ic in Ae 
ES, and I in Hin? 1 8 er 
I Fforbear ſundry. other: Paſſages to the ſame effect: : 
_ -  preſuming, chat theſe fuffice to make it plain, how 
tere a Teſtimony this of Miracles was, and what 
Sueßeſs it hath ufed to meet with, in all Ages and Parts 
Sf the World. The O50 inacy of Some that have 
3 ſtood out againſt it, provi i indeed to have been 
” "not a compulſive or invincible Argument; for. no- 
thing can be ſo to Næaſonable — Rue the Sufi 
_ Eteficy of it hath beemabundantiy feen,..as upon 
, Occaſions, —— che 1 
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pregnabje Barrier, Wilful Ignorancez and Worldly 
Intereſt. | 5 NU 
To what we find in Scripture, concerning the eaſy 
and favourable Reception of True Miracles, our own _ 
Reaſon mayjadd a Second Argument, from the Contri- - 
vance and Forgery of falſe ones. For every Counter- 
feit ſuppoſes ſomething, not only of Reality, but of 
Excellence too, which it hopes to gain the Opinion 
of, by ſuch artful Diſſimulation. Thus Hypocriſy in 
Religion ſpeaks a confeſs d Goodneſs in Piety and Vir- 
tue; and a plauſible Lye,. the Eſtimate of Truth, 
And, as there would be no falſe Jewels, or falſe Mo- 
ney, if true Stones and Standard had not both been, 
and been high in Value too: So, had no Miracles been 
ever wrought; Or had they not been, in the nature 
Jof the thing, fitted to ſucceed in the Purpoſes they 
were wrought for; It could neither have entred into 
any Man's head to pretend to them; nor could ſuch 
Pretences have turned to any account. The frequent 
Impoſtures of this kind therefore, which ſome think 
to take Advantage from, againſt Miracles in general, 
ſeem rather to conclude the quite contrary way. And 
Inſtead of inferring, Becauſe many have been falſe, 
there were never any true : . It carries. a much. better 
face of reaſon to ſay, if there had not been many con- 
feſſedly True, it can hardly, if at all, be conceived ſo 
much as poſſible, that there ſhould ever have been 
One Falſe; Leſs yet, that any ſingle Man ſhould have 
been deluded by it. SR a 
This ſeems to be the caſe.of Miracles, as to the 
End, and the Fact; I only add in the Third place, 
hat the Nature of Theſe is ſuch, as renders them 
he moſt proper and convincing Evidences that can be, 
df the thing they are meant to prove: A Commiſſion, 
mean from Almighty God, to the Worker of them, 
nd to the Truth of what he ſhall declare to us in His 


ame. And in this. point, I hope, the Three fol- 
| | | = lowing 
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| lowing Conkiderations be aleitted, for mund 
Satisfaction. 0 me ven ot ola: 
n That b) u Mifacev are pig 
ſuch Events, as e the Power 
dinary Means, and which the — — & 
feet, by any Skill or Strength of his . There an 
many Accidents unuſual and ſtrangę: NI. 
fitions and Productions in Nature: : 
ſtrous; Theſe happen very ſeldom, — for that res 
ſon ſurprize eres" much,  when:they;do. -,Buts be- 
A the -refult of ſome ſecret Powers, and the un. 
common coincidence' of : Cauſes, make them at lea 
poffible to be accounted for, that way; they are not 
in ſtrict ſpeaking. Miraculbus, though ſtrange, andi 
full of Wonder. Fhe groutid of which Diſtinction lia 
in this; that ſettled Rules, i and natural Cauſes, cannot 
be marks of a Preſencei and Power, immediately d. 
vine. The Notions of God and his Prquidence do al 
confirm that Remark of the Pſalmiſt, He commandd 
and all things were created: He bath ſtabliſ 
n ed them for tber and aver" he hath gion 
25 * |» e eee which Ball nos be broten. & 
chat theſe regular Appointments i in Nature are unde 
the ſame Conditions with all other Which cannd 
be ſuperſeded by any Authority: leo than that, u 
whence they derived theis Sandtion;:at firſt. 
any — — 1a: ons of-wbig 
is 'notinatura tes Oc ich eee 
Pable of, yet this i9bycſuch Means as ale hat x 
rally fitted to produdoli ſe OpctationyRre wir 
us. ONor nerd it I ige ous an great £56 
2tble! that che IWHeſtoof Me / connor ly, 5 
iind how far the Powers Nane ? 
zxanſe in. thefe Marters itcis; e hh oa s | 
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ſtored to Life; when Diſeaſes, inveterate and incura- 
ble, are recovered; When natural Defects —_— 
ed, by a Touch, or a Word, or at a Diſtance, and in 
an Inftant, without any Application or Medicine; No 
doubt can remain, whether a Principle above Nature 
do not bring theſe marvellous things to paſs. And, 
ſince Men are a part of the Creation thus limited and 
reftrain'd by Natural Laws and Powers; if They ſhall 
at any time over- rule and tranſcend thefe ; What can 
we think, but that this is by the extraordinary afliſt- 
ance of the common Creator and Lord ; who referves 
to himſelf that incommunicable Character of Sove- 
reignty, by which his ſtated Methods are ſer afide? 
This then proves the Miracles of our Blefſed Saviour, 
the Prophets, and Apoſtles, and other holy Men, to 
be the Works of God, in and by Them; that t 
were Inftances far out of the reach of Human Streng 
or Wiſdom; and beſide, above, or contrary to, the 
eſtabliſhed! Rules of Natural Cauſes, and ordinary 
Providence. | 5 8 
2. Secondly, The conſtant Apprehenſions, which 
both Reaſon and Revelation hath given us of God, 
forbid us to imagine, that he will employ his Power 
to deceive his Creatures. Of all the divine Perfecti- 
ons, none ſhine brighter, or are more amiable in our 
Eyes, than Truth and Goodneſs. The former can- 
not atteſt to a ye, nor the latter ſeduce Men in- 
to dangerous and deſtructive Miſtakes. To theſe we 
are beholden for our Certainty in things of com- 
mon uſe; and that, though Men differ ſometimes a. 
bout che report of their Senſes, in matters of Specula- 
tion; yet allotche World agrees in it, ſo far as 
10 — 59" forthe ſupport and convenience of Hu- 
mansLifed And, clio geo cara taken, in caſes 


comition,>atid of liſsimpbhrtadret muh mote ſecute 
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can we have of a Cruelty. more monſtrous, more per- 
Adious, than to leave Men bewildred and loſt it their 
Eternal Concerns? Men, that haverrproceeded avich 
all poſſible Prudence and Caution, that have ſuſpend; 
ed their Belief. till a Mirhcle t lo the Scruple? 


To ſuſpect, I ſay,that\Almighty! God) üs cn⁰˙αie of 


employing Infinite Power, und diſturbing xtercoude 


of Nature, with a deſign to miſſad and deludecſuch 


wary, and honeſt, and teichable Men toodeſtroy 
and ſubvert his Attributes and leave ou ſelves no Nu- 
tion at all of ſuch i Being.0oNayz!for-Him cob per- 
mit the ſame Evidenoes cot b ꝓptoducetc for Errors; as 
for Truth, is ined cane sl Rib abwn Credential, 


and make Miracles öf no ſignifcance arb all IT 


much may ſerve ta quſtifſy Men in enbracing chat Do. 
Qrine, which comes confirmt*dby\ Miracles; that tlleſe 
ate extraordinary 1Demonfiratiors of God's! Power: 
and, that God, as Being perfectly; Tru arid? Good, 
could not ſet his Scab o a forged ſaſtrument; or will 
he ſuffer it to be ſo ice y counterſei ted as ſhould lead 
way Ahdwellntgending Men into Deceit amd Damn 
tion” For this / wee dd ſet Truthiahi Exror upbnabe 
ſame-Yoor,. by allowing bork2ra!produce the fame 
Evidencepthe fame Signatufts eb his DicxeRion! and 


Approbation, in their Wm Brhalf zu nnd Son ſecuenth, 


to perplen th mòſt ith portàat matters and introduet 
Scepticiſm and@rernabiCounfafiont e Amy 1 
-2ucg.y Thindly Miraeles have this: ar Advarlta 

that thes cont fide snd pee np ub 
Men upon Conlideration ore pdoweefutlyy\ chan\uny 
other Mprivewbarſotever. Nhe cb Prin things and 
the wWeighteof che Reaſobsiproducet for chem vogt- 
ter; isa W) re th Fxuple atelumdtb fietecb fer. 
And over They/mwholthinkthithfelvesmoſtifo,: habe 
Fer often deen impbſtd u by falle Colours, und 
thoſe deceitful Arts of Arguing, which Men of Skill 
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make uſe of, to caſt a Miſt before the plaineſt Truths? _ 
and to give the greateſt Falſhoods an air of Probabili- 
But at che beſt, this is a Work of long and cool 


Thought, an Improvement, acquired by very flow de- 


tees! A Miracle, on the other hand, pierces quite 
through the. Soul, ſtrikes all our Faculties at once, and, 


by offering itſelf to our bodily Senſes, becomes an 
| Argument for the meaneſt Capacities to judge of. It 


is not loſt in idle Aſtoniſhment, and unprofitable Gaz- 
ing, but carries the Beholders to a ſpeedy e 
and ſo ſurpriſes and inſtructs together. | 

Men immediately recollect, that this muſt be the 
Hand of God; from whence-it'is, that 5 5 
we lind him ſtiled not only He that doth, Pt. levi. OY 
but He who. alone doth, great Wonders: cxxxwi. + 
and;therefore Chriſt does moſt emphati-  —_ 
cally ſtile, theſe the Works of his Father. John. zy 
They know that ſo — a Ruler does 


not uſe to go out of the common way, nor break in 


upon his own Laws, except upon weighty Occaſions. 
They are agreed, that the general reaſon of his doing 
ſo is the giving Credit to ſome Meſſenger and Meſſage 
ſent by him. Hence the Sareptan Widow, upon re- 
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God called down upon their Enemies, by David, and 
attier holy Men. With theſe; I ſay, where they ſpeak 
of their own: particular Cafe; And not with A Spirit 
of Prophecy. For then they ſpeak of themſelves and 
their Adverſaries, in a far different Capacity, as Type, 
of Chriſt, and of his Perſecutors. In a word, we muſt 
do all we can, by Forbearance, Long. ſuffering, and 
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opper- hand bethrſe ! our Impotence betrays. it "ol, 
and we are beaten from the Poſt, which it was our 
Duty, upon no Terms, to give up. It is not the Voice 
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—— and wiſeſt of the Ancients, 
have been exploded; and diſdained, as the weakeſt, moſt 
deſpicable, and poor. ſpirited of Wretches. | So much 
more neceſſary a Gonſideration it is, what may be fit for 
Us ta do, than What may be juſt for Others to ſuffer. 
So much indeed a greater Vexation it is to any Enemy. 
to rob him of the pleaſure of diſturbing us; to ſhew 
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lice; than to give our Selves, and Him, the trouble, 
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ately concerned in. This made the Danger but too ma · 
nifeſt, that they ſhould likewiſe retain ſuch other No- 
tions, relatibg to Civil Government; as the Body of 
Men, they had lately left, entertained and avowed. It 
does not; that I know. of, appear from any Hiſtory, 
that the Chriſtians, truly Orthodox, gave Occaſion for 
any Jealouſy in this reſpect. But plain it is however, 
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nour and Obſervance due from Children, becauſe 25 
"is right and pleaſing to the Lord. And 
are not theſe again plain Intimations, that 
the 0 ie of all Power is one and the ſame, that 
every Obligation to Superiors is a knot of God's ty. 
ing; and that the Bonds of Nature, as well as thoſe 
of Civil Society, voluntary Contract, or perſonal Con- 
ſent, are the Works of his Hands, and receive the 
| 1 of their ſtrength, and vince virtue from 9 
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4. FHurtby, This lets us in to à juſt and true No. 
tion of that Duty required on Our parts, ſtiled by St. 
"Peter; ſubmitting our ſelves to every Ordinance of Man; 
and by St. Paul here, being ſubjett unte the higher Pqw- 

er. Expreſſions, both of them, cautious ani prudent; 
aud ſuch, as both ſuppoſe a poſſibility of ſome Injunc- 
tions, which we may not actually obey; and direct 
our Behaviour in ſuch caſes of diffictry. 
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* quality of a Truſt, for which. they are. highly a ac 
countable. But if they do; then thoſe, who are under 


their Direction, muſt look to their firſt and higheſt En- | 


gagement; and no 8 of complying with the Or- 
ders of their immediate Superiors, will bear them out, 
in Actions manifeſtly diſpleaſing to their Great General 
Governor. Tis certain, that not only no poſitive Evil 
muſt be committed, but no neceſſary Duty muſt be left 
undone, for any Human reſpects whatſoe ver: That 
Daniel was no Jeſs concern'd, not to neglect God, by 
omitting his conſtant Addreſſes to Him, than the 
Three Children not to deny God, by committing Idola- 
try againſt him. And that all things elſe muſt give way 
in ſuch Caſes; becauſe of what Importance ſoe ver other 
Obſervances may ſeem, ſtill Religion is the firſt and 
main Point. This muſt be guarded; at the hazard of 
all other Intereſts and Expectances; Which, though 
Myer ſo juſt, while conſiſtent with our Duty towards 
e che ey loſe all their weight and value, and the 
aid of eln, inftead of Duties, or Engagements, 
90 forthwith commence Crimes, and ſnares to our Con- 
ſciences, Wichse ela 907 271100, eee e 
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| their Allegiarite,” and I render Violence md Nenad 
lawfot?” By Theſe alan I mean,” Theſs according to 
che Nature of Government, and of mene con- 
ſideted at | 
But it muff be confefs'd withal, that, between the 
Caſeof Chriftiansthen and now, there is one very mate- 
rial Difference. For, ſince the Secular Powers are come 
into the Church, Religion hath the Countenance and 
I t of the Laws, and is become a Part, the moſt 
valuable: Part of our Property. Again, the F orms and 
Limitations of Government, even in Nations all a- 
greeing in the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, are very diffe- 
rent. So that, though the ſame Religion be common to 
all, yet are not the Strength and Security of it ſo, with 
regard to its Civil Eſtabliſhment. And Theſe are mat- 
ters, with which the Goſpel meddies not. It does not 
utidertake to model Kingdoms and Commonwealths, 
by any fixed Standard; but leaves every People {6 fat 
to their own Meaſures, as to conſult their on Safety 
and Convenience, by ſuch Laws and Conditions, as are 
moſt wholeſom, and belt promote the Publick Good. 
In ſhort, it does not teach how to Bſtabliſſi, but how 
to Obey; it is a Guard for, but not à Preſcription to, 
any Government; and it enjoins Subjection to che Po- 
ers that are, without determining what Torts of Powers 
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Modeſty, and good Manners, reſpectful Latiguage, 
and inoffenſive Behaviour, expreſs. their Reverence 
of the Character and Perſons, even of wicked Gover- 
nors. Then they are to remember, that the Pawer is ſtill 
from God, though the abuſe of it (permitted freque 
as a Scourge for the Sins of a. wicked People) be tl 
Suggeſtion and Work of the Devil. 
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about OY Nature of thoſe Things, that 2 8 the Mat- 
ter of the Laws impoſed on him. To alledge, that 
the Things are in themſelves indifferent, can never 
be a go Argument, for declining our Obedience. 
For by Indifferent are meant, ſuch only, as might be 
either done or let alone, done thus or otherwiſe, 
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"Nor will that Apole 985 of a ſcrupulous Conſcience, 
ſo common with weak People, avail much in this Caſe. 
For a Scruple 1 be Mi es want 5 5 Evidence, clear enough 
to determine the 
Now, in a. ſtate of ſo much uncertainty, tis certainly 
ſafer, to take that ſide of the particular Matter in diſ- 
pute, which is ſupported by a plain Command of O- 
e in general, and tends to preſerve Unity, and 
Peace, and Order, ae Reverence for Authority; 
than to be carried aſide {hog unſettledneſs of our own 
Mind, to endanger our. 
an Obediehce,. which we only doubt may be unlawfu 
and, by our. fa 36 to ſeandalize our Brethren, fo- 
ment Diviſions an Diforder in Church or State, and 
bring our Superiors and the Laus into Contempt. 
6. I obſerve from hence, Sixthly, the Extent of 
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is manifeſt, from his paying. Tribute, from his Diſcour- 
ſes with Pilate, from the Meekneſs wherewithhe ſuf- 
fered, from his Rebuke to Peter in the Garden, an 

from the whole edurſe of his ; Deportment, Fea 
the laſt Tragical Scene of His Life. That the Apoſtles 
never permirted ; their Courage and Zeal to tranſport 
them to any degree of Inſolence, or Oppoſition to the 
Civil Powers; appears from their patient ant Juiet'en- 
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thoſe Extremities, to which any ;of Chriſt's faithfy] 
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And this no doubt will be done, by the putting os Wl 
„ that Fleſh and Blood, which cannot inherit 
* des en ss, the Kingdom of God: By that Chat, 


which ſhall be wrought in our Perſons and our Tem. | 


pers, by being ſet at large from thoſe Neceſſities and 
Appetites, Frailties and Paſſions, which now incum- 
ber and cramp up the Mind. A Freedom from theſe 


Lennot but render the Thoughts of Spiritual obst 


more eaſy and more agreeable, give another taſte and 
turn to our Souls, refine our Delights and Deſires, 
as well as our Ideas. And, ſince our likeneſs to God 
did at firſt confiſt in an intelligent and free Spirit; 
the more this is improved, and the leſs it is clogged 
with the Body, the more nearly we reſemble Him, 
And, the nearer we reſemble Him, the more we ſhall | 
be qualified to know, and to love Him. And thus 
it may be affirmed, that the Seeing God as be is, infers 
our being like him, as an indiſpenſable Prediſpoſition; 


5 ſuch as all they, who have not arrived to, are under 


a natural Diſability of ſo ſeeing Him. They are in 
the Circumſtances of dim Eyes, and ſully'd Glaſſes; 
the Former muſt be cleared and ſtrengthen'd before 
They can ſuſtain, the Latter cleanſed and poliſhed be- ' 
fore they can take in, the Rays of fo bright and beau- 
. *iful an Object. . 
2. The Other, and I think, more commonly re- 
ceived, Senſe of the Words now under Conſideration 
is, That the Seeing God as He is will produce in Us 
à likeneſs to the Perfections we ſee. The Founda- 
tion of all Goodneſs is laid in right Apprehenſions of 
- God. For Mankind ſeem to have been all along pret- 
ty well agreed in this Point, That to be like God 
both our Duty, and*our Happineſs." But then the f,. 
' _ ferent Notions Men have of God, have led them ! 
different ways of Prdeavorring-afrer® chat Likeneß. 
And, repreſentiig!Gedico/themſelves/otherwile that 
He is, they conlsquently framed „ 
. y © FS. [* 


different Models, and have invented falſe, and ſome- 
times moſt extravagant and impious, Schemes of 
Religion. This was the Caſe of Heathens hereto- 


fore, who, the better to countenance their own . 


Lewdneſs and Exceſſes, impoſed upon Themſelves 
and the World, with a Pretence of - voluptuous, 
drunken, and laſcivious Deities. This is too much 
the Caſe of Chriſtians too, who indeed acknowledge 
nothing in God, but what is truly excellent and good, 
and adore him, as the Source and Sum of all Excel- 
| ſence; Yet, according to the difference of their Com- 
plexion, or Cuſtoms, they attend ſo much more to, 
and often prefer one Excellence ſo far above ano- 
ther; as that hereby is produced 2 
both in Opinion and Practice. His Juſtice, his 
Power, his Mercy, his Holine d are all confeſsd 
Perfections. Yet, | becauſe the due Temperament of 
| theſe is not duly underſtood, as one or other of them 
happens to be uppermoſt in our Thoughts, and more 
ſtrongly to affe& us, occaſions are taken for ſuch No- 
tions of God, as ſet thoſe Attributes at variance, and 
do not only ſnew God, as He is not, but diſpoſe us 
to conform our ſelves to that miſtaken Idea we have 
of him. Were the Sanguine and the Gay, the .Libe- 
ral and Open, and the Phlegmatick and Melan- 
cholick, the Man of Rigour and Preciſeneſs, the Fa- 
| taliſt and the Moroſe, to be examined thoroughly; I 
make little doubt, but their Notions of Almighty 
| God would be found at as wide a diſtance from each 
other, as we may plainly ſee, their Hymours and 
Deportment to be. And all this probably from the 

ſelf ſame Cauſe, of Seeing God as He is not, and judg- 
Ae of chat ĩmitation He requires hy falſe Syſtems of 
Weir on. ei bot) to weH NM efmonolt To: + 
2>Again- , Nothing can e re ex ident, than that 
| hes Will of Mao, though: fregnghechoice- of this 
Achat partieular Objects is eee deter- 
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ET aus: Vices and Moral Dafects are owing to want of 


| able Obect, always contemplating wich Joy unipeak- | 


err Sunn Men 
dag t the Choice of God. And. when tha thing 
choſen is; net really: ſuch, it id becauſe the Man wa 
cheated. le Enn 
ous Miſery, that we often miſtake Evil for Good, on 
elſe pteſet a leſs before a greaten Gd. So that, all 


Knowledge or Conſideration, of; Care, or of Integrity, 
in judging/oh our tave Happineſs, and the means. Pro- 
2G; 236810: ig, But now, in the next Lafe,, all Thi 
ul bs fer in their true Light, all:the Bribery and By 
als of Senſe and:Fleſh will then be taken aways. and we 
ſhall noc only be anabled to underſtand, But inclined tg 
approve-and chuſe, that whighiis beſt, We {ball then, 
withouvany: dividing-our Affections, diſcern Cd tobe 
aut Chiefs, our on Good: ; and a Conkogmity: to hi- 
iumrable Excellence, to be oun perfec Happineſs- In | 
ort wa ſhall then do that, which we here wih ft in 
wal, ee Virtne in all its. Charms. Of. which, as an 
=> pen £0. 4a xent-Philaſopher * hath well obſerv. 
n b . d, could we behald. the fall. Luſtre-and 
dende Beautys. it would, even in this. frail and 
Sarrupt Stata, engage our Hearts ſa powerfully, as ſcarce | 
to leave.a.poflibility of deviating: from it, And how | 
noble. how, wandertul,. may we, well imagine, will the | 
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Improveinent be, of Mindsthusfixtuponone only amr 


able, always admiring and loving, always copying al. 
ter and approaching to, the ſum of all Perfection; And 
4 Cor. ill. iu Sect to: ule in this Senſe the, Words of 5 St, P al | 
—_— e Fare heats. 4: in a glaſs, uu 
Clem of the Lord, aud: changed inſo the ſame Image fro 
 glerg\ to glory. Aube Spirit of the Lord: A.Glory. coir 
fantlyſhinin 1 ag communicating it ſelf to them 
Thus much may ſuffice to ſhew, what certain Connery 
oa there is between gur ſeeing Cod al He is, and gun 
ing like Hin, Anch it leads us very natutally too to che 
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of Thar 1 e 5“ vi tonſiſt. Now che Scfip- 
wires,” from whence alore we can Safely take our Mea- 
ſores in this Matter, have, among other things relat- 
ing to it, acquainted vs, that our Bodies, when the 
4, Mall be quickehed again; that 9 hy 48 Seë 

cult ito the Grbutrd, to dome up with vaſt if imp Probe- 
ment, and des! different from the Condition Ty 
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2» Wetkneſs, but rad in 8 9505 dae. on 
diet, but raiſed Spiritnal Buthes: 'T hat REPEL: 
Reſh and Blood, as now it is, ramot inht: 8 9 Dy 8 


Hit the Kingdom 'o of God: And therefore, | 
to 19 us fot that 5 5 This We b 
put on Ine an, and rh Mer muſt p ut on Immor- 


| tally; And how this mighty Altefation Wal be effect- 
ed, we are likewifd infortned. For the | 
Stevitur Le Lord Jens (Vit, At his Com- 3,007.00: 3h > 
ing from Heaven, hall in a momrnt, in b 
nomkling of un Eye "at 2 75 trip, thang our vile Nu 
c, that it m Ike unte 25 2h glorious Bolly, 
atcording th th abs 0 eats , wheteby be it able to Jab- 
due all things tb himſelf. Thin hall be like to Chriſt, 
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becauſe it is too vaſt to enter into us: A Joy, that 
could not be perfect, if it were not immortal; and a 
Crown, therefore, to be valued infinitely above any 
other, "becauſe incorruptible, and that fadeth not away. 
But, as God himſelf is a Spirit, ſo the moſt deſita. 
ble part of our likeneſs to him will be that of our 
Souls. And theſe will be like him, in clear and un. 
_ erring, in full and comprehenſive Knowledge, in {e. 
. ing face to face, in knowing even as we are 
uon. In perfect Holineſs; For there 

_ »Phal, xvii. 25. ſhall we behold God's face in righteouſneſs, 
Epheſ. v. 2 Ibere We ſball not have ſpot, or wrinkle, or 
Be any ſuch thing, but be unſtained and 
without #lemſp. There every Temptation and Oc- 
caſion of Sin ſhall ceaſe, no Devil to ſeduce us, no 
Vanities or Pomps of the World to allure us, no 
: warring of the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and 
F . 7» _ tbe Fleſb againſt the Spirit. But a Peace | 
8 that Paſſeth all Underſtanding, even the 
ColefT. ii, xs. . Peace of God ruling in our Hearts, with- | 
„ * out Controul. Like him, in fervent and 
unbounded Charity, the Love of God, and of our Bre. 
thren; Without any other Object to divert the For- 


mer; Without any Emulation, or Envy, or Grudg- 


ing, to give check to the Latter. There all ſhall be 
of one Heart, and of one Soul, and nothing ſhall be 
ui £8 ſeen, or heard, or felt, but Rzghrteouſneſs, 

an een and Peace and Foy in the Holy Gboſt. Such 
is the Likeneſs, which, we know, ſhall belong to us, 
The Enlargement. of our Underſtandings, the Recti- 
tue of aur Wills, the Purity and Harmony of our Aﬀec- 

tions. A State ſo perfect, ſo very like to God, asnoother } 
ever was, or can be; not even that of Man in his primitive 
Innocence. For then it was indeed poſſible for Man not 
to fin, but in this ĩt ſhall not be ſo much as poſſible for 
him to fin. But, tho* we cannot be ſo happy here, yet 
rn we par. ang muſt; l 
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il we believe and expect it in good earneſt, we certainly 


ſhall make, even now. For that is m 
III. Third and Laſt Head, That the knowing we ſoall - 
be like God, and ſee him as he is, cannot, in the very. 
nature of the thing, but be a proper and very power- 
ful inducement. to-Piety and Virtue. Every one, ſays 
St. Jabn, that hath this hope in him, puriſieth himſelf 
even as be is pure. The purifying himſelf as he is pure 
is to be underſtood, like thoſe Commands of being boly 
@ God is holy, and perfett, and merciful, © 
as.our hegventy Father is mercifull and per- 1 Pet. i. 15. 
fel. All which are intended, not of an Lake vi. 5 nyt 
[ney but of a Likeneſs: only; ang 
hat, ſuch a Likeneſs, as our preſent Condition will 
admit. Not of a State altogether ſinleſs; but ſuch de- 
grees of Goodneſs as may be attained to, ſuch as im- 
ports an Allowance for neceſſary Frailties and infepara- 
ble De fects, and a gracious acceptance of ſincere En- 
deavours, inſtead of abſolute Perfection. | 
Such is the Purity mentioned here, as a natural 
Conſequence. of this glorious Hope. For, every one 
that hath this Hope in him, can have it no otherwiſe, 
than upon the Terms, which the Promiſes of God 
have 0s way % limit it by. Since therefore the 
Seeing God is a Bleſſing peculiar to the N 
pure in heart; Since * that e ˖ 
without Holineſs no man ſpall ſee the Lord; Heb. xii. 14. 
| that ihe Unrighteous,  Fornicators, Idola- cr .. 4 
| ters, Adulterers, Effeminate, Abuſers of 


themſelves with: Mankind, Thieves, Ni e, Cove- 
tous, Revilers, Extortioners, ſhall none of them inherit the 
Kingdom. of God; Tis plain, that this Purity and Ho- 
. lineſs here are. indiſpenſable Conditions of obtaining 
Happineſs hereafter; and They who indulge them- 
ſelves in any ſuch Abominations, deceive their own 
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Souls with falſe Expectations, and do not properly 
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he Truth is; God ia his Wiſdom hath {6 e 
| ed the Matter, ſo admirabl y contrived our Nature 
dad vur Buty, chat Virtue and Happinets are one 

and the game, diſfering but in the Cifet Pr] 
feverat Froſpects, we conſider and view them under. 
Phe Seed begin their Heaven upon Earth, and finifi 
theje hst was imperſect here. The more they mor- 
tiſy _ Loeb their ſenual Appetires, purge off 
their Co - raiſe their Alkections up to things 
3 im rope their Minds by the ſtudy of Religion, 
. acqiizint Hemfelyes with God by frequent Prayer aud 
heavenly feditation, wean themſelves from, and get 
above the World; : the more they. are ſpiritualiugd, 
and, as the A poſtle expreſſes it, made meet: to be par- 
ales e 'of the Tibetidance aulit übe Saints in light. They 
have'rendred. the Joys of che next Life more familiar 
„ their Tboughts, have already learned to taſte, and 
afe in à better Diſpoſition to enjoy, the full Delight | 
they ſhall bring. As He, who is already vers'd in the 
| guage, and Laws, and Cuſtoms of a Country, is 
better + red to converle in, and improve the Plea 
ſures and Advantages of it, than any raw and uner- 
perienced Perſon, — a, * oes to ſettle there, without 
. Previous Skill paration. And therefore 
Thoſe Men may at leaſt be on to have qualified 
themſelves for higher Fame of Bliſs and Glory, 
hd have, even before they came thither, already had 
their Hearts, their Tregfre and their - FOO in. 
Heaven. 8 | 744 #2» | 
 Tknow ime Men think ae e ende liablecs 
-  Objedtiong Which undertake to prove, that, were a 
wicked Man received into Heaven, he could not think 
himſelf happy» where exe thing would be found fo 
oppoſite td his Temper and Senſe of Happineſs. Now 
abi is an Aſſertion, founded on that general Maxim, 
That all Pleaſure reſults hem e Agreeableneſs of the 
. and its being ſuited to the F or * 


e 


— 
* 
* 
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of che Party emioying it. And, have we any. War- 
— pronounce this here a Caſe exempted from ſo 
zneral a Rule? ary who . e _ e 
the ObyeRtars, that Heaven muſt be perfect Happin 
to all yho-inhabit. there. The Objectors, I hope, 4. 
low: foo, that gong but good Men can inhabit there. 
And it ſhoyld de remembred, that they who. put the 
Calc are ſenſible, they ſuppoſe a Condition impoſſible 
in Fact. The Deſign of this Argument therefore is 
only.10- ſhew, that the Day of Recompence will find 
i, exactly. as Neath! left us: that if we have nat kill 
ed the Max ef Sin, Death will aot do it for us: And, 
that there is ſo ent a 'Congruity between our Duty 
and gur Reward, that they do not differ in Nature and 
Kind; but in Degree, and greater and leſs Perfection. 
| Conſequently; that the labouring to be like God here, 
8 ſe only Expedient we know, for being like him 
| rr f,, 5m 
+I will aet deny, but ſome, who have led ill Lives; 
may, upon their Repentance at laſt, be ſuddenly re- 
ceived to Merey 3 Nor will I venture to ſay; ſuch is 
uncavenanted Merey. But, hen even this is dope, 
there muſt he a Change of Affections, (the very No: 
tian of Rapentanoe implies thus much 3) And cer- 
| tainly no Man, Who cenfideta this matter with Beri- 
oulnels, will venture his All ypon it. The Hazards. 
are ſe many, the {Uncertainty ſo great, the Encour, 
| ragements ſo ſlender, the Examples for it ſa few, and 
| When cloſely examined, ſo ſhort of the Hint; that 
I hould think that Man much more ingenious and 
of a piece, that lives il, and abſolutely difavows 
any Thaughts of a Life to come; than He is, who 
projeſſes ta entertain ſuch a Hope, and yet leaves 
humſelf nothing, but one ſuch deſperate puſh for it. 
To conclude all, (for I have been carried ta an unu- 
ual length) Nothing can ever be more abſurd; than 
the Principles of a Chriſtian and the Life — | 


— 
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than 70 call our ſelves the Sons of God, and A the 
while be Servants to the Devil to hope for Chriſr: i 
woming again, and to do the Works he came befor M 
on purpoſe to deſtroy ; to hope to be like God here- i 
Alter, and to make our ſelves as unlike him as may 
be in the mean while. To pretend we wait and 
for that Likeneſs, as the complete Felicity of Hom 
Mature, and wilfully co obſtruct our own Ha ap 
in ſuch Meaſures of it, as may be 'compals Ir here, | 
and are the only rational Evidences' of Gers the 
fulneſs of it hereafter. ' Theſe things can never ſtand 


together, never approve us to the Judgment of G 


or Man. No. Let us remember the End and Tem- 
per of the Chriſtian Faith, the Deſign of our great 
and precious Promiſes, and the Purpoſe of our Bleff- : 
ed Lord's cauſing himſelf and his Goſpel to ſhine upon 
us Let our Thoughts, our Words, our every Ac- 
tion ſhew, we have duly conſidered that memorable : 
Tent of St. Paul, ſo nearly allied to the Offices of this 
3 mene „„ Day: The Grace of God, that bringeth da. 
* th © vation, hath appeared to all Men, teaching 
us, that dering ungodlineſs and worldly lags, we' ſhould 
tive: ſoberly, ri Shave, and godlily, in this preſent world; 
looking for that bleſſed bope, and the glorious | 
of ile great God and our Saviour 'Feſus Chrift ; Who 
gave” Safer for us,” that be might redeem us from all | 
Iniquity, and 2 es _ a $79 750 W —_— | 
of goed works. - | 
The tion I ſhall 5 this Diſcourle 
2 s carneſtly-to conjure every Chriſtian, that he would 
very ſeriouſly, very frequently, "meditate upon theſe 
things. For the more he does fo, the more fami- 
har they will be to him; the Belief of them more 


fem and lively, and the Value of them better under- 


ſtood. All which, how neceſſary, and how uſeful it 
is, will ealily appear by this One Obſervation; That 
e erer yet did an evil 2 knowingly: and 


fn deli · 


it. Now the impoſing upon Men with falſe Opini- 
ons, and falſe Eſtimates, of the Ends they 8 
to themſelves, is the very Foundation of all the 
Wickedneſs in the World. And conſequently, the 
moſt effectual courſe to prevent, or give a check to 
Wickedneſs, is the ſetting Men right in their Judg- 
ments of the good and evil Conſequences, of good 
and bad Actions. Were this Perſuaſion firmly rooted 
in their Hearts; were it, as it ought to be, always 
uppermoſt in their Thoughts, that a Future State cer- 


tainly awaits us, that the Glories and Bliſſes of that 


State, even by what we do or may know of them al- 
ready, are infinitely to be preferr'd before All this 
World can give us; and, that there are beſides ma- 
ny and great Pleaſures, yet hidden from our Eyes, 
unutterable, unconceivable, both for their Worth 
and Number: Can it be ſuppoſed, that Men, who in 
earneſt believe, and actually remember, and duly 
weigh theſe things, could ever be ſeduced fo eaſily, 
| awe find they are, into Practices, which the Scrip- 
tute declares the Enjoyments of theſe Bleſſings was 
never intended for? No, tis impoſſible. Men muſt 
Ay aſide all pretence to Reaſon, if they can act at this 


rate. The Fact is far otherwiſe. God promiſes fu- 


ture and unſeen Advantages, as Motives to Virtue; 


The Devil baits with ſuch as are preſent and ſenſible 


indeed, but in no degree ſo valuable, as Allurements 
to ſin. Now theſe Latter could never prevail above 
the Former, were it not, that Men under Tempta- 


| tion are wanting to themſelves, either in the Vigour 


of their Faith, or in the Juſtneſs of their Computati- 
on, or in urging upon their Conſcience the Neceſſi- 
ty of the Condition. That is, they do not ſufficient- 
ly think, and convince themſelves of ſuch a State, 
but, being out of ſight, it is out of mind too. And 
for the Benefit of theſe I deſigned my Firft Head. => 
. elle 
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deliberately, but with a Propoſal of ſome Good from 
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— tckon che Happines of the ntrt 
'orid, v0 be ſo incom #bove all, that they are 
flatter'd with in This: Which Error the Second . — 
may | help to correct. For this: would rectify Men 
Notions, and ſhew, that to % Gait as be is, nud t0 
„ ie bim, dire not ſuch dry and taſteleſs things, az 
they [ſo commonly happen o be thought, and, be- 
h gauſe not better underſtood, are ſo uften put, not on. 
ied in competition with, but put behind, the Plez- 
of Sin and Senſe. Or, laſtly, they delude them. 
ſelves with groundleſ Imagination, that, norwithſtand. 
> «pts may come to Heaven at laft z = 

for the difabuling ſuch, my Third Head was neceflary 

So cxcellenc'a Preſervative hath St. John here furniſh 
ed againſt Temptation, fo impenetrable a Shield, able 
orepel all che fiery Darts of the Wicked; would we 
weigh, and remember, and by continually dwell. 
ing upon it, render that preſent to our Minds, which 
eannot yet be ſo, to our Sight and Experience. Ina 
Word, The more our Thoughts are employed upon 
n and the deeper they plunge: into the vaſt O. 
can of Eternity ; the more we ſhall anſwer our Cha- 
rater of God's Children, the nearer we ſhall approach 
to him here, by purifying our ſelves in the Strength 
of this Hope, even as he is pure: and the more cer- 
tain we are to be like him hereafter, in his glorious 
Kingdom. Which He, of his iminite * gra 

we: ys for e Chriſt | his _ Annen. 
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and i And theſe will prevail, by fed kelp n Fg 
he Wonders, as Gad. for the Sins of Men, willi\germiry to 2 reg. 

be done. by them.: . Sa that many ſhall be deceved,; and. none 

but the fledfaſt Chriſtians be able to hold out agzinit them, But to fort 
Li upon is. 54 mY PR: Warning 9 cad la 


. Neve as e At Behold, be Fg 0 dire . 
is inthe. deſert, go not forth. Wold be ie, is in rb Ferer therefore led away by 
's, believe it not. | | any vain” promiſes: 
274, For» as tba lightning cometh, the Zan. and ſuch a Deliverer, to 
Po py unto the Wet, he fall oh th 5 off vo. fave you in this erh 
of, Man be. place of . with- 
. Fun wwhrreſormsr e — war ior 


Bogles be gathered togother, © For 


apache bes, hall baſullons rſh, ani cab 
the Fetus, who are ſentenced to Beate d ſhall in every Quanter be deftr 
the Reman Armies, whoſe Enfign is the Eagle, had the quality of that Bird, 8 


ſ % and; greedy of proy,, W at een 
ny that even 
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the * 75 darkned, and *. 1 raphraſe on Luke xxi. 
and the Stars ſhall e the Powers" 25, St. in Goſpel ver 
ef the Havens, 


5 Add Sund. in Advent. 
. Aud by [a 2 'the S; » of. the Son Z Mo TE 
Han in Heaven, am Ile 2 Tribes of* r Ef e 
Earth mourn ; and they ſpall 227 the Son of Man coming in 
the.Clouds, wwith Power and great Glory. 
31. 3 3 gels woith a great | 
found>of a Trumpet; and they, ſhall ee tegetber bis 5 298 
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H E ; Subſtance of this 8 is, in feet, f 4 
ſame with that already treated of, in the Goſpel 
for the Second Sunday in Advent, There is therefore 
no occaſion for enlarging any farther, either in the 
- Deſcription, or the Proof, = a General Judgment, 
The Terrors of that Day are ſet forth here by St. Ma. 
thew, in Terms of near affinity with thoſe in St. Late. 
And, that ſuch Predictions, even in their literal: and 
moſt dreadful fignification, ſhall then be ſtrictly veri- 
fied, St. Peter 2 5 Pow POO, that be 
eav paſs away with a great miſe, 
„ phy * ſhalt melt * 
heat ; the Earth alſo, and all 72 2 that are there- 
in, ſhall be burnt up. In all which, to prevent our tak. 
ing ſhelter in any Metaphors, or imaginary Hyper- 
boles, he draws this Inference in the words next fol- 


7 lowing. Seeing then, that all theſe things 
tr. 12, 12. 

e fall be diſſolved, what manner of Perſons 
ought we to be in all boly Converſation and Godlineſs ? 
Looking for, and hafting to, the coming of the day of = 
wwherem the Heavens being on fire ſhall be e diſſobved, and 
 #be Elements ſhall melt with fervent beat. 

My Diſcourſe upon the Epiſtle for this Day hav: 
ing carried me beyond the uſual Bounds; All I de- 
ſign here, is to make ſome farther Improvement of 
the a in hand, by a few practical Conſiderati- 
_— ons, which the time would not permit 

2 Sun- me to mention, when handling it be- 
forekviare vhs den e v2. Got mo | 
: © 11368 And gf. V dee ar 3 
on, to obſerve 4hergrehb: Wiſdom ere 
our Bleſſetl : Maſtet, in che manner 1 ob 
for foreteilingchistlaſt 5 g. For; by drawing the 
Terrots of it ſa blacks 0 Oo 
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bable courſe, to awaken Mens Conſciences, and to put 
them upon ſhaking off ſpiritual Security and Sloth. 
And, from the Repreſentations given of it, As a thing, 
certain in itſelf, and uncertain in the time; he hath 
cut off all wicked Excuſes, for unthinking Negligence, | 
and dangerous Delays. Had thoſe tremendous: Cir- 

cumſtances been omitted, the Impreſſions upon our 
Minds, muſt in all reaſon have proved leſs powerful. 
And, had its diſtance been punctually determined, 
Men would have been apt to bear but very cold re- 

zard to an Event, which, though never ſo ſure, yet, 
they had the Comfort to know, was ſtill removed a 
very great way from them. But nothing can be 
ſtrong enough to ſcatter this ſpiritual Lethargy, and 
quicken us into ſerious Piety, and effectual Prepara- 
tion for a Judgment, upon the iſſue whereof our All 
muſt turn at laſt, and we be fixed in Woe or Bliſs by 
it; If the Certainty, the Horror and Suddenneſs, 
of ſuch a Judgment will not. Sure we know it is, 


and Terrible beyond all Imagination; and very nigh _ 


at hand it may be, for ought we do, or can know. 
Nay, far off, we are certain, it cannot be, as it re- 
gards our own Death. Our Condition, in this re- 
ſpect, will in nothing differ from that Poſture of Soul, 
in which the Great Day of Account. will find us. 
What manner of Perſons then ought We to be in- 
deed? how Holy, how Circumſpect? We, who call 
our ſelves Chriſtians, and profeſs, as ſuch, moſt firm- 
ly to believe this coming of our Lord, as a Funda- 
mental Article of our moſt holy Religion? St. Paul 
alledges g in the Zeros behalf, that had d . ls 
known, they would not have cruciſied bee 
Lone Gly q And yet if ichat Ignorande of Theirs 
. God ipoured-ogthis Indignation ups. 
on thm Proplef in Circumſtances. ſoſdlſmal, Ixflat the 
Ears of all that hear it zinglep Yntd-ichenverpiread- 
ing thb Story, even at chis Diſtaics; chile and 
3. 5 os T 


: curdles 


ef our y much, juſter Damnation, and of fin king us 


fut under the Load of a double Sentenoe ande be en- 


off n 
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ciifdled alf our Blood ; Of Tee erer du 
ment Ralf g be thought worthy, v Have fo ft. 
vere" a Example before our i Eyesand ve 9 n 
Warning by it ? We, who 160) worthipy and 
be Servants to Je, and yet mr OWorkediflvenouyy 
and. de defpigbt to Mm: We, War 
Glories;- and call him the Son ef Gd Dar ned 
as im us lies, erucify and agate expoſe Hin tu G 
tempr ? Is not this 40 call; don uri 
Heads the ntinoſt Termenes, ae Puydatmifi@? 
Ie not to Treaſure up to our ſelves Wrath agg: = 
the Seaſon of Wrath 1 —— Pr 
ven to preſerve, and fic us for Heaven; aH Ovctifidh 


8 into Hell ? Alf the abuſed Menn of 
Grace, alt che neglected Opportunities af Amend. 
mene, even theſe Admonitions will fly in our Fats; 
an@ vpbraid.che Obdurate' and Iraprovident. - An 

They, who have had all done, that could be done t6 
den, may well eall upon the Mountains es full en 
them, and the Hills to- cover them; when they* ſhall 


demned, not only out of God's; \but-oatrofcohithr Owh ; 
Mouths: zi Aw 280} nj- ataniqqaHÞi 
; 8 Second, Hence we learnyp how meu 285 | 
Opinion cue tot World, and ihr F v 
EK Rach het walltobfarved: by\Bhiloſo er ere 
55 Objet of: ſhort centimumce und fub 
tion gan poſſibiꝶ be worthy 2 
Ble and; immertal Ben Bon Ar tischer 51 


m e e ini ing tras\Nableweſs'efn Mindy 
than choſe anoRe velarions; , D 

ly ret th ane enen of this Is 2 
terial Nramen : When note ties dr ate * 
but even thols» purer Cxleſtini d . a 


mene ade 
78 K ä argue, 
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4 argue, wit what Excellencies ſoever we may fancy i in 
them, yet He who gave them Being, and can be un- 
| der no Miſtakes concerning them, ſees nothing there 
ſo valuable, as ſhould incline him to ſpare them from 
Ruin and Diffolution. adit _ 
Baut, befides that unalivfable Decree, which bath 
| doomed theſe things to ceaſe in themſelves, there is 
another no leſs unavoidable, which brings them under 
| z neceſſity of ceaſing to Us. For, How continually 
do we feel them periſh in the uſing ? How often 1 
through! our Fingers, and leave us, at once bereave 
of # Poſſeſſion, we fondly thought fixed and certain, 
| and aſtoniſh'd which way we came to be ſo? Suppo- 
ing them, yet farther, to eſeape the common Methods 
of deceiving us im that I too; Yet,” how ſhort is 
Our ſtay with Them, if They were never fo firmly - 
diſpoſed to ſtay with Us? Death, *cis beyond all doubt, 
muſt make an entire Separation. And This is in ſuch 
ſwift, ſuch conſtant Motion towards us, that every 
one hath ſo much leſs behind to enjoy the World in, 
= I have now been har” ung; Ys time to e him 
fot the leaving it. 
And Who that is wile; would piece fils Affectiong 
| and Happineſs, in That which muſt forſake him one 
day, which may do it this very day; ; In that, which 
every Moment cuts off a' part from, Which often 
makes it ſelf Wings, and flies away from Him, and 
which he himſelf is flying from, as faſt as Time 
an carry him flying from it at the very inſtant, that 
he purſues and careſſes, and fettles his Heart upoh it f 
Ho wain are Nee Objects , in compafiſon of--/ 
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to do? To make a Virtue of Neceſlity, 
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* ie Qualionci:nots whether e will hold ahem falt, 
but in hat manner we will quit them. Whether a 
Fir, (ora Tempeſt . Deocit or Violence ſhall wreſt 
them om ud OD, her we will .convert them to 
gtherous and hoiy Ves. Whether à profuſe Heir ſhall 
ſquander them away in Riot and Luxury, and Folly 
be Mharben me will profit our Selves of them, by 
ſ band clothing the Naked, Mem- 
of Arbe 80 Head. To diſpute this, is to que - 
3 arbartier GOd or Evil, Loſs or Improvement, 
might d he cho. Fur this is a fort of noble Ava- 
nice! thut pt Maney out to Iatereſt, and, with 
e periſning 2 this World, vg" nrehſe 
ererlaſting! Septic ment in the Nec. 
* unis ne, nis very different wich regard to 
magitiar Religion: Hor, here too the whole 
| / this,: Whether) we will dedicate. to Gel : 
A t@:&coidents innumerable, and x 
tal Thea: ; and ſoby a Free-will Offering wake chat 
| parting with the World a Martyrdom, which muſt 
ben Heart However; Or, Whether we chuſe to pro- 
Weg afe, which cy yory Moment may put an end te, 
at: z pollgted: Conſcience, and ever- 
: >Whet ner we: will die like Chriſtians, 
- >. nya certai pineſs to Day; Or whether 
we: will run che Hazard otobeing-un ipeakably and e- 
ttrally miſcible,” by takiag up with's bare Poſſibi- 
kun. G tis — Polalalicy) of (ot, IE to mor- 
Bed Dok D310 207 HE 2361-04 5 0b OJ - 
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he Cie. And therefore IL have 4 farther Deſign in 
nindicating che Equity öf Commands, which, oblige, 
eve When Matters are come to an Extremity. It 
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leſs, how — is it e 4 df 
our Abundance; Piery, what ich 
would on! r nd by 5 
Dying for Him / who hath ere wie for Un en- 
not in ſtricteſt Reaſon be declined ;; Ho w Wretched, 
- how wilful muſt theit Condemnation-be, $<ILLT 
be perſuaded. to live to Him unc devote theft Bod 
and Souls a * Sacrifice. able, and zcalousin 
: good Works? 4 e de oe ee org 
Let us, my Bret der the Hop 
"that i is ſet before us, of being ike bim, and /eeing bi 
as be is: and let this effectually prevail. with.us 4 fr. 
ih our ſelvrs even as be is pure. As knowing verymell, 
that ſuch a teſemblance tohim in this preſent World, 


is the only poſſible way of attaining to ho made lein 
when be ſpall appear, in bis eternal and glorious Kny- 
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occurs, and the Occaſions, upon which it is introduced. 
The rather, becauſe being but few, they will 275 
employ us long, nor ms 3. cnt any Confuſion in in 
the * Application.” 

In the xilith of St. Licks verſe 30. It follows 2 Pie 
action, concerning the Excluſion of the Jes for theit 
Obſtinacy, and the vaſt and happy Confluence of the ; 
Gentiles into Chriſt's Church. That they, whoſe 
Anceſtors were Patriarchs and Prophets, ſhould be 
nut out from their Glories; and Strangers, from eve. 
ry Quarter,” admitted to partake with thoſe G 
Men, in Honour and Bliſs. But then the 24th an 
25th Verſes make it plain, that this Excluſion of the 
Jews was not an Act or Decree, purely arbitrary 
but inflicted as a Puniſhment for this Wilfolneſs $16 
Pride ; and becauſe they did not think it worth their 
Pains, to enter in at the Strait Gate, now made the 
only Inlet to the Regions of the Bleſſed, On the o- 
ther hand, the Promotion of the Gentiles is, in that 
and other Scriptures, mentioned, as the Conſequence 
of their eager and indefatigable Zeal. A Zeal, ex- 
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the Snare of the Devil, who uſed to be taken 
Dy him at his Will. For it is the Effect of Gb 
able an Agreement, how early ſoever we came in. 
And when our ſelves have what we covenanted for; 
As it is no wrong, ſo neither ought it to provolte our 
Indigbation, that Others are boumtifally dealt with. 
For, even ſuppoſing Them to receive over - meaſur, 
this hutta not, and therefore mould not ꝑrieve, a 
A. Fourthlyji Let us be ſure to make a right uſe of 
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__necpleaſerinFhis: pervert the Text; 
which tells us indeed, Fhar Call was the-laft :+ But it 
does not tell us, That they who tefaſed his former 
Calls, were called again and ag | 
tis Grace and -Favgur,:not\Juſtice-and:Debr.- But 
We, who live under the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
have his Calls daily ſounded in our Ears; and, it ve 
continue obſtinately deaf, cannot be ſure, that our 
laſt Call is not already over. The true Benefit then 
ariſing ſrom hence, is, to all ſuch, as have had the 
Unba - ppineſs. to lie long in Sia and: Ignorance ; That 
Ge il accept and reward them, though they come 
late into the Vineyard, provided they: then apply 
themſelves: heartily to their Maſter's Buſineſs, and 
worle faithfully, to the uttermoſt of their power. 
He makes gracious Allowances for Hindtances and 
Infirmicics ; but then he expects, that We *. 
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firive againſt them, and do the beſt we can. Let us 
remember, that the longer it is before we begin, the 
lefs Day we have to work in; and therefore make the 
more haſte to be ready for the Evening, which draws 
on apace, when an Account of what we have done 
ſhall be taken, and our Wages awarded accordingly. 
This is the true Intent of the Parable, in that part 
of it. of hk — Goſpe * with the E- 
piſtle of chi Day; and both together ſo: very well 
— approaching time of Mortifi- 
cation, deſigned to awaken the Sluggiſh, to quicken 
the Loitering e and ſet forward every: Labourer in 
| this Spiritual. Vineyard. And oh lithat: we all may 
receive Inſtruction from hence, and be wiſe under 
ſtand our Ad vantages, and the Goodneſ of our Ma- 
fer conſicex com Later end, the A h of that 
Night, mut end in Day Eternal; the Happi- 
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of Subtlety and Deceit; ſo more eſpecially, by extollyg 
their own Ability and Merit, and by diſparaging Refle- 
ions upon their regular Paſtor, The People it ſeems 
were there (as they uſually are) credulous, and eaſy e- 
nough to be caught with this guile. They readily drank 
in the Prejudices againſt. St. Paul and were grown ſo 
immodetately fond of their new Teachers, that, at the 
ſame time they thought the juſt and gentle Authority 
of an Apoſtle a Yoke too heavy; the utmoſt Vanity and 
"Infokence, the moſtinſatiable Pillaging and Avarice, the 
moſt imperious Tyranny, and contumeligus Treatment 
went down very contentedly, from the hands of thoſe 
idolized Intruders. Had this Partiality had no farther 
confequence, than the leſſening St. Paul's private Pro- 
fir or Reputation, he would not have thought it worth 
while, to vindicate his Honour fo ſolicitouſly. But, 
foreſeeing that ſo undeſerved a Preference of the Men 
would certainly bring on a liking of their Errors, and 
ſo endanger the Souls of as many as ſhould adhere to, 
them; Charity to his Brethren called for Juſtice to 
"Himſelf. Therefore, for the ſake of thoſe deluded 
Wretches, and to do right to the Truth, he found it 
neceflary to aſſert his Due, to provoke thoſe Bold De- 
tractors to a Compariſon. By this method he taok'the 
Advantage of letting them fee, at once, how much He, 
how little They, were able to produce, in proof of the 
Authority challenged on either fide. An Authorit, 
which He was legally inveſted. with, and exerciſed 
with Lenity and Temper; but which They by Dintof 
Arrogancetoak to themſelves, and abufed to the fiel 
Purpoſes of Calumny and, Faction. „ . 
VVV 
appearing here, in à Figure ſo unlikę that he common 
Sees in bis Wiitings, Which, chough they belors 
ſonable, and Je urgen, be yet manages e as cen 
his Humility of all Sufpicions, that che moſt-captios 
 Adyerlary couldeaſt upon it. As may appear fr 
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2. Second Particular. The Manner of this Proceed- 
ing. In which we ought to obſerve, | 

1. The many Apologies for, or ſeeming Condem- 
nations of, himſelf, in giving way ſo far to the Provo- 
cation of thoſe, who ſpoke or thought diſhonourably 
of him. Of this kind are thoſe Expreſſions; I ſpeak 
feoliſhly, Ver. 21. 1 ſpeak as a fool, Ver. 23. If I muſt 
nell glory, Ver. 30. It is not expedient for me doubtleſs 
to glory, Chap. xii. 1. Tam become a fool in glorying,” ye 
have compelled me, xii. 11. with the reſt to the ſame 

rpoſe. So cautiouſly does the Apoſtle behave him- 
{elf, in a Point, which he rightly underſtood to be ſo 
nice. For, as the expatiating upon our ſelves without 
any neceſſity is, of all Faults in Converſation, the moſt. 
nauſeous and offenſive : ſo the being extremely tender 


and officious, even in our own Vindication, is ſeldom _ 


free from Vanity. This is the Caſe of all Mankind, 
but eſpecially the Miniſters of Chriſt ; Who muſt ex- 
pet a ſhare in Calumnies and Contradictions, and 
ought to be armed with Patience to endure them, a- 
| bove the proportion of common Men. When therefore 
Theſe have Influence upon their perſonal Advantages 
only; it is generally better to leave the clearing of 
their Innocence, to Time, and the Evidence of a 

| good Converſation. But when they reflect upon their 
Character, and, by poiſoning the People with ill Im- 

preſſions, tend to obſtruct the Efficacy of their Labours ; 
the Cauſe becomes publick, their Charge is concerned, 
anda becoming Solicicude to ſer all right, in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, is no longer Zeal for their Own, but Cha- 
rity for the Safety and Good of other Men. And yet, 
evenin theſe Circumſtances, St. Paul's Example teaches 
us, how careful we ought to be, in warding off all 
| the ſpightful Conſtructions apt tobe made, of the moſt 

neceſſary and the moſt modeſt Publication of our own 
Conduct and Deſervings. . | 9 1 
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| Some farther Inſtructi gos of this kin 
* from the Subject, w bich St. Pat ch u 1165 92 
enlarge upon. Not the bret of, his Miracles, Not 
the Power of his Eloquence an Arguments, Not the 
Succeſs of his Labours, the Number of the. Converts 
he had won, or of the Churches he had planted ; (tho 
no Man could with greater right have lege theſe.) | 
But only the Toils and Tanis ps, the Perſecutions and 
Afflictions, Which the Diſcharge of his Miniftry had 
engaged him in. „Theſe were ſuch tivileges, as 
Adverſaries nei ither h nor deſired to have to boaſt Wo 
They, as the 2oth y exfe intimates, had other things 
in view. The Gain of private Contributions, the Colm 
mand of the Purſes, and an abſolute Dominion over the 
1 . e their Hearets, The Grounds, 
1 Which they exalted therlelyes, were 
all taken from mays 151 yantages, and in that reſ 
St. Paul is content e e their Equal. The 
Regards He declares himſelf their ſuperior i in, are ſuch, 
as They were well enough ſatisfied to give him Prefe- 
rence in. Such as Stripes and Impriſonments, Shi 
wrecks and, Deaths hard and perilous Journeys, 10 d, 
and Huager, and . AE 100 0 far f 5 
Vanit to glory in, that the e found it requiſite 
Chas "ahh _ _— wo. fabj oin his 2 honoured, ib ex 
xs ff 1 1 nd. Bee to 
prevent. ſo gy Seat, a degree, fo conſtant a ſucceſſion, of 
Sufferings, from, being turned) into an argut amentof God's 
Diſpleaſure, againſt one ſo, meeflantly exerciſed with 
chem, , And, yer thele 3 were really. the pro- 
2 9 wol worth) to the 
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of f unparallePd Sincerity and Zeal, diſpoſing him fo 
_ rhearfully to 8 encountring them; and of 
the Truth of that Poctrine, which, by the Miniſtry 
of one ſo ill treated, Sold yet gain ſo much ground. 
and triumph over them. 91 4 
Tbe Ptofir fit for Us 10 make of the Paſſage thus 
explained, is as follow] s. IO 
1. The Deſcription given e of. falſe Teachers 
ſhould be a Warning to all Chriſtians againſt liſtening 
to them: And a ſeaſonable Admonition to ſuſpect and 
beware of Such, as make it their buſineſs to infuſe into 
Men Jealouſies and evil Surmiſes againſt their lawful 
Paſtors. A Method, than & hich thete cannot be a ſurer 
Sign, that The „ nd have recourſe to it, do there- 
ws draw. off 0 People, becauſe thereout they ſuck 
ur e png 125 rn are far from 


ngs: e theſe allo be 
bot; 'A nb Bern for this World; and a Perſe- 
,cution 10 called, but in truth a ſetting their Quiet to 
* ſale at the. highest Market, In a word, None, who 
tze St; Paul's Argument rightly, will ſuffer for Evil- 
1 15 agalhſt the Laws of Men, in caſes, where thoſe 
AE not manifeſtly againſt the Laws of Gd. 

1 2. The Inſtance'now before us ſhews, how far we 
oughtto he, No a Ge what we endure for God's 
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lous Compaſſion over them that failed, or were afflict. 
ed in them; This ſhews the Abundance of His, and 
inſtructs us what ought to be the meaſure of Our, Cha- 
rity. We are not to neglect, or think our ſelves ex- 
cuſed from a tender Concern for, the Afflictions or 

Dangers of our Brethren, upon the account of any Suf. 
ferings of our own. Be our other Circumſtances what 
they will, yet ſtill we are Members of Chriſt's Body; 
And while that Relation continues, all the Duties re- 
ſulting from it muſt do ſo too. So indiſpenſable and 
perpetual a Duty is Charity, for the Souls of others 
eſpecially; So far indeed are thoſe Hardſhips, which 
lie outward and open to the view of others, from 

being the moſt ſenſible Part of what Good Men en- 
dure. . „ 

4. Lafth, The Methods uſed for exerciſing St. Pauls 
Patience and Virtue, teach us plainly, that the way, 
in which God would be ſerved by Chriſtians, but eſpe- 
cially by his Miniſters, is that of Conſtancy, and in- 

defatigable Diligence, and diffuſive Charity. That 
Eaſe, and Idleneſs, and Luxury, and effeminate De- 
clinings of Trouble for the Publick Good, are by no 
means agrecable to a Diſciple. of Jeſus his Character. 
And thas the Apoſtle, as in the Laſt, ſo again in 
This Lord's Day Service, does, by his own: Example, 
encourage and prepare us, for the Diſcipline of the 
Seaſon drawing on One great Deſign vhereof > | 
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8 We "Soferics of a Nature, too indulgent to 
Fleſh and Blood; and to inute us to endure Hard/bip 
like good Soldiers ef Fefus Chrift. In which Warfare, 
the ſeſs we ſpare our own Perſons; the more we may 
depend upon Eis Protection and Support in the Conflict, 
and the brigfiter Trophies we ſhall raiſe to his Glory 

the Honour of Religion, and the unſ peakable — 1 | 
tage of our Souls and Bodies both, in that Day of Tri- 
umph and Joy: Which God grant us all. a part in, 
for our dear Redeemer s ſake. Amen. 
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4 | Hen much people Tere gathered togerh er, and The Multitudes 
were come to him out 55 VER City, be ſpake Hi followed our Lord 
V 0 parable: to the Sea · ſide were i» 
: | Bi go great, that he went in- 
to 2 Ship, and left them on the _ and fat down and taught them out of 
Mok 1x this following, and ſeveral other Parables, Match. xiii. 1, 2, 3. 
\ iv, 2. 
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they could 3 char Others, who live within the Pale of 
chte Flock, 2 have opportunities, but will not 
uſe them when they may; that theſe ſeveral ſorts of 
People, I lays ſhould continue unfruitful, is nothing 

ſtragge. But that Many, who have them, and do uſe 
them, nay, and uſe them gladly too; that They, who 
came to the publick Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip, 
2s God's People cometh, and fit before his Prophets as 
God's People fitteth, and attend to the Preacher with 
Eagerneſs and a ſenſible Delight; that Theſe, after 
all, ſhould prove barren and unprofitable, is Matter 
to be ſure of great Grief, and mult be allowed to car- 
ry ſomewhat of Difficulty, and of Wonder in it. 
And yet that ſo it is; that the Miniſters of - Chriſt 
often ſow where they never reap, but loſe the defired 
Effects of their Pious Intentions and moſt Zealous En- 
deayours ; our. Bleſſed Saviour acquaints us in this 
Scripture, and.our own daily Experience docs but too 
| viſibly confirm the Truth of it. So that it concerns 
every Chriſtian, diligently to examine into the Cauſes 
of ſuch lamentable Diſappointments. Which, that 
ve may know, and effectually prevent, our Lord hath 
laid — down at large, in the Parable and Applica- 
tion now before us. Of which in order to the 
beſt profit we can, it will be proper to obſerve the 
following Particulars. 

1. Firſt, That this parable was ſpoken before a mixt 
and numerous Auditory, I ben mach People were 
thered together, and were come io bim out | 
of every City. The other Evangeliſts in- | 
form us, That Jeſus had no ſooner left his Retire- 
oe: but the Multitudes, who had flocked in from 

the adjacent Tons, putſued him down to the Sen. 
ſide ; that at this 8 age 22 27 ben: 
them on of a Ship that, ſcarte cbntent Kits, an? 
to allo w hiayledfure for the common Re- ... 
irelkments of Nuture "_ purſued him 3 got 1 4 od 
Wil 3 


Per. 4 


If 
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ſtill; and ben he" put to Sea, "procured Scher Fel. 
ſels, for attending him in his Voyage: Citeumſtances, 
all theſe of great Signiſcancè and Uſe. "Since 
theſe ſo forward, ſo infatiable Learned were not in 
all Points what they ouglit to have been: Sinet even 
to Men, who expreſs'd then a Zeal ſo eager; as is ſcarce 
any where to be met wien now, this Lcture of 
3 2 60 what they heard vas nevertheleſs highly 
and neetſſary. So far were They at that 
_ from having — 2 all that became them; 80 
vain an imagination is it at any times for 'Chriftian 
to ſuppoſe, that frequentiag the Church, and being 
diligent to hear Gods Word, will ſave their Souls at 
laſt; without 1 ng afterwards the ſuitable Fruit 
of Piety and Virtue, in their Minds, And Converſs 
tions. en ine ben e lu 
(2.) Tis fit we take good Notice, in the Next 
Place, how 1:oſs this Parable deſeribes: Which, 
out of Four parts caft into the Ground, tells us but 
of One, that turned to account. No better did Ma- 
ters go in our Saviour's Time, and with the Hearers 
of Him, who /poke at neu Man ſpoke. Yet would not 
They, who confeſſed thus much, and could nevgr 
convince*bim of Sin, or of Error, be either perſuaded 
by the Fower of his Eloquence, or won over by the 
Perfection of his Example. And, though the miſ- 
carrying of Three Parts in Four. may Teem an afto- 
niſhing*Proportion” under any Circumſtances z" there 
1 but too juſt Reaſon to feat, that, us the Frailtie 
and lafirmities of dur Preachers now are infinite, and 
Will gor allow any Compariſon between the Belt of 
Them and their Great; their Divine Maſter: So the 
Numbers of thoſe that fail under their Miniſt. ob 
infinite alſo; and the truly faithful Heaters, 


but very few, and far below the Proportion — 
Fatale. Nied ai eb59001g. eee 1607 
ae biss EI 10 nem var 022, abo e lied egunt 
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4. This however, Wirdiy, is not the Sower's fault. 
ieee is only to ſcatter the Grain 
in due Seaſon, and with a liberal Hand. l.. 
No that Seed, according to our, Lord's R 
own Method of explaining himſelf, is Mate. xii, 7. 

e and He 8 O Ne 
Son of Man, This Maſter of the Field went out 
1 came ae, from the Throne of his Glory 
lneſs of Time, converſed with Mankind 
in Fleſh, accommodated himſelf to their . Capacities 
and Wants, that no 7 . Means might be wanting, 
to render hig Goſpe ble and effectual. This 
Word he hath — . — upon all Countries and King- 
doms; firſt by the extraordinary Influences of his Spi- 
rit and Power; then by the Eſtabliſhment of a per- 
petual Succeſſion and Order of Miniſters, and the 
faithful Records of his moſt-Holy-Religion. If they, 
who are now made Sowers of, this Word, ſhould be 
ſo unhappy, as to miſtake it through Ignorance; Or 
ſo perverſe, as to corrupt it through Malice and De- 
lign; Or ſo profligate, as to diſgrace it by ſcanda- 
louſly wicked Lives; Let ſtill our Bibles are our 
oun. Theſe give it us pure and plain, and com- 
mand us not to judge our Brethren, or live by Their 
Patterns; but to approve, our ſelves to God, by go- 
veming our Actions according to His Laws. The 
Sins, or the Weakneſs, of others, in which we take 
n0, part, ſhall,.never. be imputed, to u. Hlad the 
Eros, or the Vices of our Paſtors been any real 
ud natural Cayle of the Inefficacy, of the Word. any, 
which right endanger. the, 9 —.— noby re- 
ceiving Menden from Men of polluted Lips, it 
veuld. not furely, have been omitted ke For the 
rery Deſi ign of his Parable i is to put Men upon their 
Guard, by giving all nece ary Intimations, whence 
that Barrenneſs proceeds in their Hearts, Which 
brings their Souls into any manner of Hazard. 5 
agT : | then 
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| he Bl 8 can he 


v wedge Hin Hi Bounry ba 
J f | n here elſe. 
4. Now, Fourtbiy, Tong benen very great mo. 
ment, that, although there he many Accident, 2 
Den. or Be or Froſts, or Blaſts, which fre. 
quently ſpoil the Corn, ae is in the Grund; 
Fer.no none ys I with unfrui Based this Par. 
e, EX uch only, as are D Pet lar to the 
Ground Ter. Tbhs, in Proportion, many Thing; 
there are, not at Sur 152 diſpoſal, which muſt con. 
tribute to gur Spixitual Groth, and yet no mention 
is made of them in this E Parable. Very wiſely, this 
For, had ſuch Een jnſiſted on, we might have had 
-fome- reaſon to conciude, that Men ſometimes dil 
charge Their part, but God does not bleſs them with 
Increuſe: That he genies them neceſſary Grace; and 
ſo curſes and condemns them to Barrenheſfs, by 
checking ole. Improvements, hich They are wel 
diſpoſed and labour hard 10 make, but cannot with 
their — Pains effect it. But now, as the Caſe d 
repre ſented to us, the Ground alone is accuſed in 
the Figure ; And, conſe equently the Heart of Man, 
(which: anſwers to: that Ground, in the Application. 
"Andie, is but a. fond Abuſe, . that Men are guilty of 
| ra-thomſelves,. hen they look abroad for ſame frive- 
aas Excuſe, to which the 7 give not the leal 
dur When they would ſh theix on unpw 
\Mitableneb' upon the Ministers of, the Goſpel: 3 Of, 
.whith is yer more, impious, upon the partial and too 


-Ipdaing Communications, of God hirnſelf. - 9 
it is the plain Intention of our Blefſed Mafter, and 


the true of this whole . to * 
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01 in the At plact chat 
5 and are ny nee ſeem. to be only 
9 81555 *entirely to-U-hulbaridry and Neg- 
Tiles themſefyes. Suffering Path-ways 
abe over their ground, Td ea d Pur 
rows to be trödden down. Not gathering out the 
Stones, and-rooting up the Briars und Fhorns: Theſe 
are 7 — for the Cauſes of this Barrennels, and 


not 
j Leanneſa, or Natural Poverty, in the Soil it ſelf. 
Accordingly” we find that Ground eommended for 
, whoſe Product is:arfwerable to the Quality of 
its Soil.” For the Other e oanels, 
by bringing for ren, Suge hindred, ſore oxy, an 


ſme thirty fold." 2185 . 
The plain meaning whereof i: That, white God: 
bath endewed Meti with greater Abilities, he expects 


a greater Increaſe; and Thee he hath dear tham 


note ſparingly, be is very well” ſatisſied with Jeſs. 
gut though nie does not, in this ſenſe,” gather where 
he” hath not ſirewed, nor reap where he hutb not 


ſown; yet he expects i Harveſt: o 

whar he hath ſown. The ee 2Who brings 
forth abirty. feli, and was not ini a Conditlon vf doing 
thore, is Good GrU¹ν,; But He, Who W 


oily, when he was itt 4 a ity: 4 yp Far 


Good i Ground, "AS God chen e Acoodbe of 
dür Abilities and Opportunities: ſo he alert 
E Alowaners fer our Weileneſs and WInt of d 
He does nt regard the Quantity; aged g 
70 bot aſſo w mean Artamirtients to conſiſt very 
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he kindly accepts, and is exceedingly well pleaſed will. 
He imputes Barrenneſs to no Man, but upon ſuck 
Defects as are not of Nature's, but of his own making. 
The honeſt and good Heart is what he requires, and 
' what we are principally concerned to look after. He 
hath promiſed expreſsly, upon this ve 7 Occaſion, that 
our becoming fruitful ſhall in great meaſure dependupon 
our ſelves: that They, who do their own Eiern 
faithfully, ſhall be by his Grace ſtrengthened to do 
more. And he declares, that They who neglect their 
own Improvement, ſhall fall from Bad to Worſe, loſe 
their own Powers, and forfeit His Afiftances. Toke 
beed (ſays he) therefore how ye bear, for whoſoever bath, 
—.... to bim ſhall be given ; and whoſoever bath 
* not, from bim ſhall be taten away, even 
that, Gee be ſeemeth to babe. 05 
6. The La and Principal Thing, that calls for our 
Attention, is the different Character of the Good and 
Bad Ground, which, by comparing them together, 
will be found to conliſt in the Three following Parti- 
calars. © 
1. They that are fi ignified by the Good Grouni n 
1 "the Mord, and thus are oppoſed to tho 
. #16:  'by'the Way-fide, who immediately loſt it. 
ar" "They 'on the good Ground keep it in an honeſt and 
* 1 good beart, and in this are contrary to 
Vr. 14, us them among Thorns, with whom the Cares, 
| and Riches, and Pleaſures ef this Life choke zthe Wark, 
ſo that hey bring no Friet to perfection. 
3. Ac en the Good Grount bring forth Fruit with ho. 
3 _— dience, and herein differ from the 5h 
nes, Gand, Which repreſents them, whore- 
ceive the Word with 7005 Bur babe ud Root; who for 4 
while believe, and in time of Temptation fall ai. 
1. Phe Firſt Qualification then 0b ervable in the 
| reds that tlie Perſons hgnified"by it oo 1 


1 


| Vol. IIS XX AGESI AML SUN DA. 255 


Per; and t an ae i 8 to the failing of them oy 
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ther, acquaint us) do not widerſiand, or - Marth, a., 

conſider. he Mord, but Satan cometh im- erz. 
alias, aud taketh.it auay aut. of | their | e 
Hearts: Which laſt. Words in the Expo-. 2 wh 
tion anſ wer to,thaſe in the Figure, iba: ; Marth n.. 
the Seed; mat tradden down, and the. Fouls of the tir 
came and. devauted at, 1 te nnd [> 

Heteby o doubt are meant the Careleſs and Un- 
thinking Hearers. Such as frequent Religious Aſſem- 
blies, to fave. their Credit, or comply with Cuſtom; to 
gatify a Curioſity, or perbaps to expoſe and ſtart new 
Cavils out of what we hear; but without any care to 
anſwer the true Purpoſes of Hearing. And therefore. 
they either attend not, or recollect not, or apply not to 
their own Conſcience and Condition. But, ſike the 
common. Way have their Hearts open to every freſh | 
Comer, .and. Aer the next trifling or wicked Imagi- 
nation to take place, and TY to te the former” 
Inpreignes co pyu ff os fe ge 4 
Such vain Thoughts, I conceive; are: intdadeep by 
the Fouls of th Air in the Parable.. For it is not by 
any viſible or violent means, but by ſuggeſting idle 
Fancies, and diſſipating better and more ſerious Con- 
ſiderations, that Satan catches away tbe good Sced. And 
ne greatly miſtake the matter, if we ſuppoſe, that 
Religious Truths convey themſelves to our Under- 
ſtandings, or influence. our — in a manner 
different from others. It is BY plication of 
Thought, careful „ e. and — quent Re- 
flection, that we muſt faſten theſe Things Auen upon 
us. And. God, who gave us reaſoning Faculties, 
expects they ſhould be employed i in matters of this 
nature, at leaſt as much as in any other. Where 
, the r hath caſt in the Grain, his buſineſs, as a 


Sower, - 
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Sower, is at an end: But the covering up and che. 
riſhing what we have en —_ be N 1 


- own work. 
principally \concern'd 


That then, which we are 
for in this regard, is, To come to God's publick Wor. 
ſhip, and all other, Reading and Hearing of his bleff 
ed Word, with due Reverence and earneſt Attanti.' 
on. To conſider: Theſe as the means, ordinarily ne. 
ceſſarꝝ, for bringing us ta himſeif; Conſequently, 
that this World was never de ſigned purely for our E- 
textainment ar Diverſion, to be nicely diſtinguiſh d, 
learnedly diſputed. eloquently enlarged upon, but 
to, influence all our Powers and put forth into 
Action: That it is therefore called Seed, becauſe 
the fixſt and common Principle, whence all our Vir. 
tue ſprings: That the End of it therefore is never 
anſwered, hut by bringing forth Fruit, and that Fruit 
is no other, than a good Converſation. Theſe are! 
Conſiderations, which every Man ſhould be poſſeſod 
with perpetually, but eſpocially at all Seaſons of De- 
votion and publick Inſtruction. And, if We were ſo, 
theſe would check all our looſe Wandrings, awaken 
all our Faculties, fir what we hear in our hearts, and 
ſo effectually con vince us of the vaſt Importance of 
the Duty we ate about; that we could ſcarce conti - 
nue to be Men, and not get above the negligent 
and Ache Dupod ion of thoſe Headers oy the . 


* be Next Qualification Took notice * is, * 
the Perſons repreſented_ by abe god ground, Lerp the 
be e and good heart. — fl 

5 555 rticularly te to t ' 
Pe. th. n — among Thorns 2 — it is obſerved,” 
Makin, 19. chat the Cares of the World. and the De- 
+ Ceitfuineſs of Riches, and the Pleaſures of 
this bfe choke choke the Mord, fe that they bring no fruit i 
| PerſeBligns. Theſe 3 have made a 104 
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Progreſs than the Former; to hear, and perhaps to 
| confider- and apply very ſeriouſly. - But when they 
come to Action, the Buſineſs and Diverſions, the 
| Taterefts and Intanglements of the World interfere, 
and will not let them be good Chriſtians. Thus they 
do, and thus they will do, wherever theſe Briars are 
ſuffered to get a Head. For which reaſon our Lord, 
very. appoſitely to this preſent Subject, takes particu- 
| lar notice of b Deceitfulneſs of Riches. For Deceitful 
y are, not only as they cheat Men in the Happi- 
neſs and Satisfaction they fondly expect from chem; 
but upon a yet more fatal Account, W | 
tually puſhighem. on to freſh . Purſuits, daily kindle 
bew and more vehement Deſires, and defeat their 
repeated Reſolutions, of ridding their hands of all 
lncumbrances, and ſeeking the Kingdom of God and 
bis Righteouſneſs. And thus they egg Men on to old 
Age, and the approach of Death; till they learn 
too late, at their laſt Hour, that it is to no manner 
of purpoſe, that we hope to conipound the Matter be- 
tween God and Mammon; but that He, who will 
| cleave to tbe ane, muſt of neceſſity deſpiſe and forſake 
the other. I-43, \- TL Ft ANY „ tek * . 
What muſt be done to cure this unhappy Difpoſi- 
tion? The propereſt Method I can adviſe is to at- 
tend to the Advantage, and the Necefity; of being 
truly Religious; To over · balance the Allufements of 
this preſent World, by the proſpect of an Eternal 
Cloty to come:3«/T's-.convince our ſelves throughly 


bow very childiſn and filly à Bargain à Man would 
3 able te de that, 
which no Man ever will be able to do, that is, though 
he nud gain the; hole i urld, if at the ſume time Ne | 
mult ie his oc Saul; and that there is not, cannot 
ben any valuable Compenſation ien in exchange for 
lbe Soul. Fhis Senſe would bring Men to reteivethe 
| Word impartially and Ds any mg "2 
| | R | : Te- 
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Prejudice or Paſſion ; This would: render us diligent 
in our Callings, but without Diſtraction; careful for 
our Families, but without Anxiety; ' inflexible to-fln- 
ful, and moderate in our moſt awful Pleaſurks and 
Enjoyments. And in fuch a clear and free Diſpoſition 
of Soul, which is ready to ſubmit to che Whole of 
Religion; which cloſes with its Duty, though it be un- 
palatable, and counter to the Aﬀections of a ſenſua! Wl 
and worldly Mind; not cleaving to one Command- 
ment, becauſe it may be reconciled with our preſent 
Profit or Delight; and taking Diſtaſte at another, be- 
- cauſe it checks us in, or debars us from them; In this 
candid, open, diſpaſſionate Temper of Mind, I take 
the Honeſt and good Heart,” mentioned here, ptinci 
r 
3, The Laſt Difference obſervable here, is, that the 
25 Li bete Perſons reſembled by the Good GG 
nens Fring forth Fruit with Patience, whats 
bey on the Stony Ground receive the Word indeed with Jo, 
Hut have no Root, and therefore though for à whilethy 
- babreve, yet in time of Temptation they fall away. Thiele 
Men we may fuppoſe to be Proof againſt common 
© Cares and Accidents ; But if ſome unforeſeen Difficul- 
ty, or trying Affliction affault them, thoſe undermine 
the unfaithful Foundation quite, and waſh the Buld. 
ing off from its ſandy Bottom. The Mark then of 
an Honeſt and good Heart, in this reſpect, is Patience | 
A firm and ſteady Piety, (like that of St. Paul in 
the Epiſtle for this Day) not to be ſhaken with 
Hardſhips and Sufferings for the Truth. And, though 
the giving Ground in ſuch Cafes be what we are apt 
rather to pity than condemn, beecauſe it looks like 
the Effect of Human Infirmity ; yet our Saviour her 
. makes. thoſe Yieldings an Argument, that fuch Mer 
bade no Root, that is, they were not well principled 
at the bottom. And indeed the Similitude in tb 
_Parable proves this evidently. For the fame He q 
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the Sun, which ſcorches and burns vp the Corn that 
-wanteth depth of Earth, does but cheriſh and ripen 
the'g 


And thus it is with; Afflicticns: 
The — not make Men unſincere, but find them ſo, 
and diſcover them to be ſo. The Fire ſeparates the 
Droſs from the Gold, but it makes no part Droſs, 
which was not Droſs before. Adverſities are there- 
fore called Trials, becauſe they bring our Integrity 
to the Touch. They ſhew, whether we ſerve God 
for preſent Profit and Convenience, or for his own 
fake,” and from a well-grounded ee of their 
Duty. Hence it is clear, we muſt not ſatisfy our 
ſelves with hearing, and conſidering, and applying 
but muſt compoſe our Minds with quiet and content- 
ed Submiſſion to the good Providence of God, and 
eſteem 4c our Joy and Crown, When we are counted 
| worthy to faffer for Chriſt and Righteouſneſs ſake. 
1 Chriftianicy required the Conviction of our Judg- 
ment only, all who will be content to think and un- 
| derſtand impartially, muſt be good Chriſtians. But, 
becauſe the Goſpel is intended to rule in eur Hearts, 
and to give Law to all our Paſſions, and all our In- 
ttereſts; therefore it is, that ſo great Quantities of 
this Spiritual Seed are ſown in vain. - And fince no 
Man anſwers the End of that Seed, Wo refuſes in 
Pnctice, what he allows in Speculation, by letting 
go his Hopes of Bliſs in another World, for the de- 
|  cining/ any Miſeries that can be endured in this 
Worid, therefore the Virtue, which faints in the Day 
| of Trial, however proſperous and promiſing it may 
appear, is allowed no better NY than that of 
. uin caſt upon Siouy Ground. 
There is another Senſe of the Word Patience, fit 
— notice of, as it Hgnifics Per- "ms 
" ſeverance, and a contented Waiting for Te, 
the appointed Weeks of Harveſt. Fhus the e 
U ahi unc will not 8 he put forth 3 | 
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and ſpend. themſelves too faſt; but be content with 
Conflicts, though they be ſharp and long; and to get 
ſome Ground upon their Luſts, though it, be won, but 
by Inches. To this purpoſe we may interpret our 
G Bleſſed Lord, when comparing the Ring- 
dom ef God 10 Corn that cometh up one 
knows not honv. Its Growth is often not diſcernible by 
Others, ſometimes not by our Selves; yet live and 
grow it does. And, if our Pride and Impatience or 
ſome other ill Quality check it not, it will in due time 
produce wholeſom and kindly, which is much rather 
to be choſen, than forward and undigeſted, Fruit. We 
muſt not therefore be diſcouraged, if we cannot be, 
and do, what we deſire and ſtrive for. Grace, as 
— well as Nature, works gradually, and muſt be left to 
N its Own Methods. And that is true of the Soil of our 
Hearts, Which our Lord hath obſerved, to a pur- 
poſe not very diſtant from this I am upon, that the 
be Blade, iben the Ear, after that the full 
Corn in the. Ear. ::: get ov? ee 
There needs no more to ſhew, what Temper: is 
required to bring forth Fruit, and how it comes to 
_ pals, that this is ſo ſeldom done: That the Seed 
and the Sower are blameleſs, and all the Defects in 
the Ground it ſelf. The Goſpel ſets both our Duty, 
and our Danger, before our Eyes. Theſe it is the 
Miniſter's part to urge. He muſt apply himſelf with 
all his Might, to perſuade, to convince, to awaken, 
as occaſion ſerves. But all this our Maſter did in the 
utmoſt Perfection, and yet even He often ſowed 
without any Fruit. And, the Truth is, What can 
We do? We can recommend Religion to Mens Con- 
fideration, and we ought to do it as powerfully 26 
may be. But, after all we have ſaid, or can ſay, it 
will lie in their own Breaſts, whether they will con- 
ſider. or no. And they who do not, are Hearers 5 
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fron to do, ftill 

the Effene ** Succeſs of his Inſtructions will depend. 
n the Hearers themſelves. Inadvertency and World- 

ly mindednefs, and Impatience, are Obſtructions of e- 
very One's making, and therefore they muſtbeof every 
| One's removing too. And, where they are not taken 
out of the way, our Barrenneſs, and the whole Guiltof 
it, can reſt no where, but upon our ſelves. | 
'Thave not forgotten to obſerve before, how intel or 
this depends upon the Divine Aſſiſtance; and upon what 
Conditions we may be ſure of That, to ſtrengthen and 
to proſpet our Endeavours. Let us but add to theſe 
dur hearty Prayers, and the Work will certainly be 
done; And therefore, That it may pleaſe ibes io give all 
thy People intreafe of Grace,' to at meckly thy Word, and 
10 reteive it with pure Nga and to ets. forth ork 
Fruits of the iris ; 1 bat 
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II. 31. ty are othing worth, ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and 
Cleft. iii: Il. into chr Hearts that moſt extellent Gift of ha. 


Jam. ii + « Pty bond of Peace and of all Virtues, without 
h 1 ad. jw Dada? Art is counted dead before thee, "Grant this 
Fo 66 - Amen. © 
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Panarnnacs 3 1 Cor. x iii. PR 


1. 1 Gifts of the 1. Þ os BPR men and 
Spirit, 10 6 much covet- — and baus not charity, r. am 21 
ed and eie ameng ſound: 2 3 
you, are yet in no de- 2 Ao thmgh paw the gift 2 of prophecy and under. 
gree . ſo neceflary for 3 4 and all Inowledge, 'axd though b Ile 
one's ſelf, or ſo uſeful faith, | army On not cha. 
to others, as the Grace rity, hrs 

Cha And though bode apt det og 

.+ Ney, 8 the e * r wn ep eg 
moſt exa of rity, it profiteth me nothing | 
PRty and Seal lofe all 
— ny if they do not proceed from this Principle of ch. 


Chari ith ling, and is kind, Cs 
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Ae en — heth not bir own, 
. Office unfit to 75 1 85 eaſily provoked, Nb no evil 17 : 
be condeſcended to, (fo 6. Rejoiceth not in iniquity, I. in 
— * 4 ) does not con- eruth, | | 
fine its Endeavours to 
its own private Good ; does not give way to violence of Packen; odditats ns 
Miſchief to (or ſuſpects no ill of) others : Takes no Satisfaction in the Faults, | 
" the greateſt imaginable, in the Virtues and commendable Qualities of | 
Others. 


7. Beareth all thi 8 all thin 1 al 
things, endureth all Za. . 


8. The Acts of this 8. Cha uilrb; Bur evbetber ther be Pre- 
Grace are always in phectes, 2 hell fall; wile there be tonguts, . 
ſeaſon, whereas thoſe Hall ceaſe; whether there be e it Pr vun 
extraordinary Gifts of away. 
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Fur we know'in part, amd we propheſy in part. 9. For theutmelifive 


now, even when t us 


alta, © very irre, 49d ſhort of that which we Mall know here 
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10. But when that which is per fett is come, then bur 10. And therefore 
which is in part dull ie dane πꝗ⅛ſj . hen that Imperfect. 
1 TRE on and thoſeOccafions, 
to which theſe Aſſiſtance of the Spirit are vouchſafed, ſhall be at an end, there 
Charity is, to continue always, ES Ef e 


11. When I unt a child, 1 as a child, I uner- 
oad as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became @ 
man, I put away childiſh bin gg. | 
12. For now we ſee through a 9 „ but then face 

to face; now I know in part, but all I know, eves 
as alſo I am known, | | 


13. And now abideth Faith, Hope, and Charity, theſe 13. Nay, even Faith 
tne; bur theigrint of theſe > Chants +4 | ſth and Here, that #cbls 
e | W bas lent Virtues, are not - 
yet equal to Charity, The preſent State indeed requires and exerciſes all the 
three ; But, in the future State, the two former will be ſuperſeded by Viſion and 


4 


Enjoyment, and Charity only will then remain, 


FRE Fpiſtle for this Day is, in ſubſtance, no- 
| thing elſe but a Commendation of Charity : con- 
' fiſting, Partly in a Preference given to it above other 
Gifts and Graces ; and Partly in a Deſcription of it, 
by ſuch Effects and Properties, as demonſtrate the 
Excellency. and Uſefulneſs of the Virtue irfelf. Con- 
cerning the Firſt of theſe I am not at liberty to treat. 
This being the proper Time for making good a for- 
mer Promiſe, of explaining the Nature of Charity, 
and wherein ir truly conſiſts. Reſerving „ | 
therefore the Præ· eminence of this Grace "OS 
above the reſt, to be ſhewn at an Occaſion already laid 
out for that purpoſe ; I chuſe to confine my Thoughts 
at preſent to thoſe Marks and Qualities mentioned 
in this Chapter, which may give us a juſt Notion'gf 
the thing, and conſequently inable us to form a right 
Judgment, whether our Souls be of that Frame and 
R f R 4 | Tem- 
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_ Temaper, ſo neceſſary to our Salvation and Acceptance 

with God, that the higheſt Attainments 

rn, 7, „„ Without it, ſhall, we are told * Profit 
1 nothing. 

1 hath been obſerved W .. that Charity, 

properly ſo called, is that Affection of 

S the Mind, whereby we love God for his 

. own ſake, and our Neighbour for God's 
ſake. That this is the Principle, which diſtinguiſhes 
it from ſuch a Love, as either the. tenderneſs = Na- 
ture, or nearneſs of Blood, or Friendſhip and Ac- * 
quaintance, or Convenience and Intereſt, are apt todiſ- 
poſe us to. And, how eſſential this Principle is, the 
. Apoſtle here informs us, when ſuppoſing, 

mo that a Man may give even all his goods t 
feed the poor, without any true Chriſtian Love to his Bre. 
thren; and his boch to be burned, without any true Love 
of God. If then the moſt ſpecious Inſtances in either 
ſort, ſuch as Martyrdom, and Devoting a Man's whole 
- Subſtance to the Relief of them that want, are no ne- 
ceflary. Proofs of this Virtue; It follows, that the Grace, 
here ſo highly recommended, does not conſiſt in an) 
outward. Acts, but in the inward Diſpoſition of the 
Heart; And, that thoſe. Acts are no farther of any 
value, chan as they proceed from. and are ſanGified 
by, this Diſpoſition. 

It was therefore fit for St. Paul, after. bang 50 
ed, that the Connexion, between thoſe Inſtances, 
which ſeem to be the moſt perfect in their kind, and 
that Grace they ſo nearly reſemble, is not ſo. cloſe 
and neceſſary, as will warrant us from the Former, 
certainly to infer the Latter; It was fit, to aſſign 
ſome Characters, which may prevent any 4 
Miſtakes, in judging of this Matter. So that, where 
theſe are found, we may be confident the Face of Reli- 
gion which uch Behaviour carries is Genuine; and 
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| pearance be, we may aſſure our ſelves, it is but oi = 
Z ͤ tt Is 2 2. % Got 5 . | "; 
his is the uſe to be made of thoſe Properties ſpe- 
cified at the 4b, 5th, 6th, and ub Verſes. Not fo 
much for the judging-other People, and the State of 
Their Souls, (which doth not much concern us, ex- 
cept ſo far, as we may help and direct their Endea- 
vours to judge and underſtand themſelves) as for the 
preventing any falſe Confidences, and ſetting us right 
in the Notions of our Own. And, to this purpoſe, 
Iſhall make it my Buſineſs to explain theſe Qualities, 
in ſuch a manner, as the Limits, expedient for this 
Diſcourſe, will allow; far from ſuch, as ſo noble and 
| profitable a Sgbjact deſerves... ot 4 
The Firſt of theſe is, that Charity ſuffereth long. By 
| which is meant, that They, who have this Virtue, are 
not apt quickly, and upon ſlight Occaſions, to con- 
ceive a diſpleaſure, much lefs to meditate Revenge a- 
| gainſt thoſe who behave themſelves ill toward them. 
| They conſider, how ſubject to Failings Mankind are, 
how eaſily betrayed by Infirmity, and Surpriſe, and 
| Paſſion, to Things that miſ-become them: They make 
juſt Allowances for Inadvertencies and Indiſcretions, 
and ſuppreſs their Reſentments for the Wrongs that 
are manifeſt, ſo long as they continue to be tolerable. 
And herein they differ from the Jealous and Captious, 
the Peeviſh and Haſty; who either fancy themſelves 
injured or affronted, when nothing like it was done or 
intended; Or take Fire at every little Provocation or 
2. The Charitable Perſon 75 kind. He is fo far from 


rendring evil for evil, that he labours to overcome evil 


with good. His Temper and Converſation are ſweet 


and obliging; As he is flow in taking juſt Offence, 
ſo he is ſure never to give any. His conſtant Aim and 
Endeavour is to be as beneficial as poſſibly he can. 
Quite contrary to that deviliſh and malicious 1 
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"i eo vile ad omen inthe Work, gi. | 


- is, continually employed in Miſchief; diſturbing che 


Quiet, and obſtruting; the Advantage of its Neigh. 
 _ buurs;..and rendring Men, whom Nature and Religl. 
dn intended for mutual Helps and Comforts, continua 
_  Plagues and Terments, to each Other... 
_ than che former. For Many, who with-hold their 
Hands from doing Harm, can yet be well enough | 
pleaſed with ſeeing it done; eſpecially to thoſe, for 
whom they have no Affection. Bur He, that is truly 
Charitable, takes a real Satisfaction in the Happinels 
of Others. If God: vouchſafes them larger Meaſure 
of Knowledge, or Virtue, or Riches, or Credit, ot 
Honour; In a Word, of any Bleſſing, Temporal ot 
Spiritual: He grudges it not, murmurs not at it, 1 
Perfectiy contented with the Preference this give 
tuck above himſelf, and feels a freſh Delight, in ob- 
ſerving the Glory of the Giver advanced, and the 
Bads of the Gift anſwered. This is his Deſire, this 
his Joy, whoever they be, who are choſen for the lo- 
ſruments of bringing it about, and how much ſoever 
His Oy Endowments, and Reputation, ſhall. happen 


__ to beechpſed, by Their brighter Luſtre: -- 

3. As Charity regulates our Affection towards O 
thers, ſo does it likewiſe moderate that to our Selves. 
And therefore the next Quality, by which it is d- 
Riogmſhed, is that of not Vaunting. The Word is 
in the Original, obſcure and ambiguous, but feems | 
here chiefly to denote Sedateneſs and Prudence, Meek. 
nes and Modeſty: Not being raſh and forward, and 
aſſuming; Not exerci/ing our ſelves in Matters too bigb 
for us, as David expreſſes it, (Pſal. cxxxi.) nor thrul- 
ing into Buſineſs, above our Capacity and proper 
Sphere, By this we preſerve Order and publick Peace, 
and contentedly keep within the Bounds of that Stati 

on, Which the Providence of God hath — . 
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ovate Men are Tavisfied with Obeying, and Thbſe 
= have no lawful Authority, A arving 3 The 
One does not aſpire to Government in the State, not 
the Other uſurp the Office of Teachers in the Church: 
For, where thoſe"things are invidinately .atrogated, 
the Perſons guilty of it, betray a Spitit manifeftly'te- 
five in this Divine Virtue; by aiming at Poſts, 
which they ate by no means qualified for, and fo in- 
 troducing Miſchief and Confusion. 
3. Nor does Charity only reftrain Men from pretend. 
ing to Talents they have not, but prevents their being 
conlider theſe, as they are, Gifts and Graces. If cheſe 
are Spititual, and ſuch as Religion is immediately con- 
cern'd in, * cer _—_ DU -_ 
to new, that they "miniſter very great n on 1 Tor. 
Ground'for Humaiey and Thank label, 0 g be . 
ind all imaginable Care to anſwer the 
Purpoſes they are intruſted with us for; but not the 
kat, for Vanity and Self conceft. If they be thofe of 
Perſon, or of Fortune, we have yet leſs reaſon to be 
proud of them. Becauſe the Value and Conſequente 
of theſe to us is not near ſo much,” the Freedom of the 
Gift is the ſame, and the Dangers and Temptations at- 
ending them, are more. So great an Abule it is of 
Bleſſings'of every ſort, to ze high-minded upon their ac. 
count: So right a Uſe of them to fear, left, by our 
Negligence and Mifl employment, they prove at laſt 
l in vain. bee pos * 
It may s be enquired, how Pride and a High 
Conceit of dir OW: Mien or Abilities, which ſeem 
o determine in our ſelves, and to hurt no Body elſe, 
me to have an Influence upon the Duty of Charity, 
which" manifeſtly regards fone other Ferſon. The 
Reaſons are but too evident, whether we apply them 
v the Love of God, or that'vf'ovr Neighbour. It 
miſt -be-6ppoſite to Charity in the former Senf, as 
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Vol. 1 
lowW or min n 
convenience ſuch kind Humiliations' may ccafton-, 
e compenlored.by the" Bonofit, "which eee 
Ochers from them. Imitating hereia that molt perfect 
Pattern of Charity, the Bleſſed Son of God,” who' 
vouchſafed to waſh his Diſciples Feet.” Nay, whio for: 
the common Advantage of Mank ind, did notdifdain' 
Poverty and Affliction, Reproach and publick Infamy, 
though They, for whom he ſtooped fo low, had de- 
ſerved no Conſideration, except that of Divine Juſtice: 
and Vengeance at his Hande  htts, 
7. Nor can we wonder, that Charity ſhould be o 
liberal of its Services, ſo little nice in ſubmitting to 
them,” (without thoſe. Diſtinctions, by which Men are 
apt to be diſcouraged from promoting the Advantage 
of their meaner Brethren) when informed,” that ano- 
ther of her Chaxacters is, not to ſeełk ber own. A 
Form of Speech made uſe of by St. Paul, to denote, 
not that neceſſary Care and Concern for our private” 
Benefit, which Religion allows and requites and 
which Nature perſuades in the firſt place: But ſuch 
an inordinate purſuit of this, as narrows the Object 
f our Deſires and Endeavours, and confines them to 
our ſelves, excluſive of all Others. Thus he exhorts 
(Chap. x. 24.) Let no man ſeek bis own, But every mum 
other's wealth. Thus he propounds his o- m Practice 
s their Pattern, In not ſeeking bis own profit, but the pro- 
ft of many, (Chap. x. 33.) And thus he complains, 
That all ought their own, not the things which are Feſus 
Griffs, (Phil: it. 21.) The Diſpoſition then, Which 
heclears Charity of, in this place, is that vicious and 
ſelfiſh'one,. Which looks no farther than its perſonal 
Intereſt; which never conſiders one as a Member of 
Saciety, but ftands perfectly ſingle; and is ſo far 
from placing of ſeeking its Private in the Common 
Good, that it would ſtick at no Methods of purchaſ- 
ng: the Former, at the Expence and certain Loſs of 
7 WA | | 7 0 +4} "FFT FODS OI ba t 6 


— Den Sun a 


— „be bentrary Vitrue, implied and tom. 
this Chatafter, is fuch a genetous and pub. 
lick Spirit, as expects and endeavours our own, in the 
General, Goods That largeneſs of Heart, which i 
OR afeted for Human Nature, 'wiſhes the Ease 
nity of all Mankind, never ſeparates" it ſelf 
| dy byabſtracted Views, but conſiders each 
1 Part of our Selves: Contributes its utmoſt 
te bean profft che Whole; And eſteems the | 
a Goc and the greater Gain of dur Brethren; un 
ample Reward of our on Labours and Sufferings, n 
eftcemiſbome'Laſs and Inconvenience, not onhy toben. 
ble; - hut even eligible, upon fo beneficial an Account, 
10. 80-Gbarity'55" nat e proved; 0 our T ranſlation 
reading, hath repr this, in meaning much tbe 
ſame with the finſt Quality of fuſſening lang. But the 
. Mord chus rendred, dees not ſo propetiy import the 
ſuddennefs, 28 the ſharpneſs, of a Paſſion. And the 
thing intended here ſeems to be, that this Gracekeeps 
the Mind calm and ſmooth; corrects that Heat, which 
eithar the Natural Conſtitution, or the Greatneſs of a 
 Provocation, + kindles in our Breaſts ; and, even 
"when our Anger is moſt juſt, prevents its flaming out 
Win chat Rage and Fury, ſo common in Men, who 
dae not under this Guard. Nor is it hard to diſeerh 
very Natural Connexion, between this and thoſe good 
Fruits laſt talten notice of. For, as nothing does ſo 
_ vexpole us to the Inſults of Paſſion, as Pride, and'Par- 
e to oneis oum Intereſt; fo are true Humility and 
7 y in no one Inſtance more conſpicuous, than 
A a e eurbing and ſubduing the wild | Beaſt within 
© uae It is this, that muſt preſerve the Deceney of 
1 ba and the Moderation of Chriſtians, towards 
them who may have deſerved the higheſt of our Re- 
_ _ "-fentment, by teaching us, that we are not however 
releaſed from the Duty of remembring, that They too 
ell are Men, and carry, (though perhaps ver wars 6 
7 hi 
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— with-oue ſelves. f 5 017114 ai. 


quently -- 


9. Charity ibi bath no-cu © — 85 
Rd revengeful Thoughts, (ſay ſomt) as: many — 


are ſeen to do, ho diſſemble their Paſſion, but are 
fall of lurking Miſchief, and only wait an Opporeani- 
ty;of making thoſe pay dear, bo have d 
ijuted them. u x e Greek Word here is often 
pied, for putting any Fault to account, in onpaſition 
1 1 — torgeencls, Or, (as Others it keeps 
Man from ſuſpecting, andithinking the wurſt ot, O- 
cher and their Actions. Of the good they do, it al- 
lows all juſt; Commendation, and is ready to ackno w 
ledge it. But, as it never charges any with doing a- 
| miſs; except upon undeniable Evidenge: ſo When they 
| plainly appeer to have done ſo, it makes all poſſihle al- 
| Jowances in theit Favour, and. Amy excuſe or 


extenuate rec 44G ee ee nl nenn 


uo. The Next. of not eee ee But re- 
Jie in Truth, is like wiſe capable of differenł Gon- 
ſtructions. If by Jniquity or Injuſtice we underſtand 


the Exil others do, the — Man hath ſo utter 


an Abhorrence of Wickedneſs; ſo high an Honour for 


Cod, who is diſobeyed and affronted ; ſo tender a Re- 


gerd for the Souls of his Brethren, whoſe: eternal Sal- 
vation is brought into apparent Hazard, and their 
- Conſciences, -wounded; by its that no Conſideration 


eum be equivalent to thoſe, or make their Sin -occalion 
of Joy to him. On the other hand, the trueſt Sa- 
cisfaction he takes, is in the increaſe and advantement 


of Piety and Virtue, the manifeſtation of Gad?s Glo- 


, the Propagation and Flouriſhing of Region, 
and thoſe Promiſes and Proſpects of his Neighbqurs 


being for ever happy. which the e ee, 
of en Life ſets defore ts 2199 1 
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If by Iniquity be taken the Evil of Safferm ths: | 
| the Charitable Man hath Com for all, bed 
light in none. But, if applied (as in the Old Teſtz- 
ment it is often, and as its — — warrant, 
if not to direct here) to Falſhoods or Lies: thus it de- 
clares the Pepſons here deſcribed, to take no pleaſure 
in falſe Reports, and malicious Inſinuations, which 
tend to defame or diſparage our Neighbour. * (A Plea- 
—— as it is barbarous.) But, when ſuch 
Suggeſtions have got Ground, and ſhed their Venom, 
to be heartily glad of hearing the injured Sufferer's In- - 
nocence vindicated, and his Good Name reſcued from 
all the Scandal, which Malice or Miſtake had black 
ned him with. 
. 35> And, fince no Man induftriouſly vari | 
Events that are diſagreeable to him; a neceſſary Con. 
e of the former Quality, is that of Hs all. 
. The putting up many Things, which cannot 
be called to account, without loſs of our Neighbours 
Credit; and concealing thoſe very Faults we certainly | 
| —_ even Multitudes of them. So far is Charity | 
| —_— ſing Mens Failings to the World, or think- 
ing it ſelf at liberty to make them the Subject of pub- 
ll T — che Jeſt or the Diverſion of all Com- 
even for Nr too foul to be excuſed, and 
too notorious to be denied. 85 
12. This, God knows, is a degree of Reſerve-and 
Tenderneſs too rarely to be met with; and therefore, 
to keep clear of Blame, by being too eaſily perſuaded 
to think ill of thoſe; who ſuffer by them — have it 
not, Charity believes all Things, that is, it inclines to 
credit all that can be ſaid, in favour of them, that are 
III ſpoken of, ſo far as any reaſonable grounds for ſuch 
"Belief offer. For as this cannot be meant of a for 
wardneſs to believe to our Brother's Prejudice; a 
neither are we to imagine, that Charity bereaves 


* — and Common Senſe, by diſpoſing us 0 
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Fender the covering: | "Men's 
and" injury to Them e pip Others, of to 
_ And therefere theſe are Terms to be reftrdin- 
ed, accord to the Exigencits'of the Cale; And 15 
jo be *pplie to the Benefit of bl concern bed 
dot to interfere with own gr Brent is, or he as | 
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mee indeed have explained theſe lat Charadtew, f, 
1 to concern that Charity, which hath God for in 
immediate Qbjett: They therefore make them to im. 


| ty to Our Neighbour, in 


made the Standard of our Enquiry; upon the Article 


hows not, if we have not theſe Marks to ſhew for it. 


V 3 — 
- 2 e * 
2 s a 
a 
">" : 


| Faith in his Revelations, Truſt in his Promiſe, 
atience;and-Conftancy under the afflicting Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence. The Senſe is true, but ſeems got 
proper to this place. St. Paul, in appearance, deſign- 
ing to confine bimſelf, within the Inſtances of Char- 
rſuance of his Argument 

handled in the Twelfth Chapter; and to ſhew, hoy 
juſtly he gave the upperhand to this Virtue, by de- 
Claring it more excellent than all thoſe boaſted Gifts of 
the Spirit, which they were tempted to covet ſo much 
* -.. 1. ather. To this purpoſe he proceeds to 
_ Rs obſerve the perpetual Uſe and Neceſlity 
©... , of Charity, whereas the Reſt were be. 
ſtowed. only upon certain Occaſions and Emergencies: | 
And the Continuance and Uſe of This, even in our 
ature and perfect State, whereas, All elſe were only 
Helps and Reliefs to our preſent Imperfections. But 
of theſe Prz-eminencies. more at large hereafter. 
That which I rather chooſe to. preſs in the mean 
while, is a ſerious Examination of our ſelves by theſe 
— = "tay Well were it, I ſhould think, upon every 
Preparation to our great Feaſt, of Love at - the 
Lord's Table, if theſe four Verſes were laid open, and 


e Charity. The. uſe of ſuch a Method would be 
of infinite Uſe, in order to underſtand, and to amend 
gur ſelves; that ſo we may not live on, under a fatal 
Deceit, and falſly imagine we are Something, when 
in truth we are Nothing. For Nothing we are, and 
no better, if we have not Charity; And Charity ve 


the neceſſity of this Virtue is ſo generally allowed, 
that. all, Men. flatter. themſelves with an Opinion of 
policſſing.it. Inſomuch, that I can hardly 1 
"oC e ? | * 
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One; in all the private Conferences I have been ealled 
to, that would, of his own accord, eonfeſs the wan 
| of Charity. And yet its Nature is ſo little underſtood, 
or ſo little conſidered, that few, I doubt, are to be 
found, who truly have it. If we value our Attain- 
ments in religious Knowledge, if our liberality to the 
| Poor, if our readineſs to die for the Truth, (and yet 
how. many are there able to go thus far?) this Scrip- 
ture declares, they are of no Value without Charity; 
| and that none of theſe is it. It affirms, that neither 
the Peeviſh, nor the Doer of no good, nor the Livers 
do themſelves, nor the Envious, nor the Ambitious} 
nor the Self. oonceited, nor the Inſolent and Haughty, 
por the Selfiſh and Narrow. ſpitited, not the fur dull 
Angry, nor the evil Surmiſers, nor the ſevere Cen- 
| ſarers, nor the Delighters in Scandal; nor the S8 readers | 
of it, nor the raſh Believers of it when they hear it, 
are any of them Charitable. Conſequently, what de- 
| gree of Religion ſoever theſe People pretend to, it 
hall profit them nothing. And if ſo, What à dread- 
ful caſe are inconceivable Numbers in, who think all 
ſafe and well with them? How ought this to awaken 
us? How to quicken our Care, in ſearching and difco- 
vering, and avoiding. a ſecret Danger, which ſome ot 
us perhaps never dreamt of till this Moment? How 
ſeaſonably does our Church 9 this Epiſtle in the 
front of Lent, to prevent Mens deluding their Souls 
viththe Sevetities of that Holy Seaſon? Thoſe, though 
| Never ſo Pompous and Auſtere, would not avail; when 
deſtitute of this comprehenſive Grace, this indifpenſable 
Condition of Salvation? how wiſely hath She inſtruct- 
ed us, how.zealouſly ought. We to pray, and never 
cave off wreſtling with God, till our Prayer be grant᷑· 
ed; That, be would ſend his Holy Ghoſt, aud pour into 
our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Charity, the very 
Bond of Peace, and of all Virtus; left living without 
this, we be at laſt counted daad before Him. Hear us, 
ke. 5 | 0-2 | O Lor d, — 
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| Hat 255 be more to the puwpaſe of our pre- 
Went Devotions, than for the Church to put 
m now in mind of our Redeemer s Suffe 
ud Death? The Epiſtle for the Day hath described 
and recommended to us the Grace of : The 
Goſpel ſets befare our Eyes the nobleſt and moſt per· 
| fe& Pattern of it. The Faſt draws on, in which our 
ſinful Souls are to be humbled before God; It is in 


virtue of this Death alone, that we can hope for Far- = 


don. Thoſe Humiliations are to help every Diſciple 
| of Jeſus, to die to the World; and in Conformity to 
bis Death it is, 3 Crucify our 
 Aﬀeftions and Lals. Our great le kept his 
Death conſtantly in view; and They, who init 
him, as they ought, will live in 
and Preparation for, their on. y 
counts is this a proper Subject for car preſent Thea. 
tations. And, in regard the Hiſtory and Circumftan- 
s of our Lord's Paſſion are reſerved to a farther O. 
calion, the Warni given his Diſciples of it is cho- 
len as more ſenſonable at this Time. Some Improve- 
Rae re neee by employing dur 

if, Upon the Oe choſen by our Lord 
ee * en ao dReſurre@tion, 


ys, N Il. u. 
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þ 7 Secondly, © Tr the diffe nt. manner, in which 
this was done. i... | 


which feemied to N moved kim . it. 2 


I. I begin with the particular Times and Occaſion 
| _ by our Bleſſed Lord, to forewarn the Diſciples 
Ka e Sufferings and Reſurrection. 
frlt Intimation-of-this kind, taken notice 
of & the Evangeliſts, was in the Coaſts of Ceſares 
_ Philippi, When Peter, to our Lord, 
r 44 Ew the 7 of the World, 
10 88. ought: of him, reply'd; 
e.  ' Thou art the Chriſt, tbe Son of the Brin 
G This wotiota Teſtimony when Jeſus had com 
mended, as a Truth inſpired from Heaven, and 
charged them/to-keep that a Secret for ſome time; He 
| began from that time _— ſays St. Matthew, to ſbew 
wnto his Diſciples," how Aer Wp ge, fujfer may Wings 
and ſo on 
2. The next we meet with follows immediately 
after his Transfiguration in the Mount; where three 
498 * ſelect Companions of his Privacies, were 
| admitted Eye-witneſes of his Majeſty, and 
8 Beard a urig out of the excellent glory, pro- 
E Fe „ - claiming him zbe beloved Son of God De 
(ore hand ſcending from thence, he gave a freſh 
LE of his Divine Power by diſpol- 
ſelling the: miſerable Lunatick which his Diſciples, who 
were left behind, had found themſelves unable to do. 
And then he proceeds to put them, a Second time, in 
mind of what ſhould ſhortly happen to him. 
++3» The Third warning is this now before us, andit 
js the laſt, / before the Evening, in which he was actu- 
ally betray d. Of which the 4. . A 
(from the 
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be made is. That it a ere probable 
Earallel Texts in the araphraſe) to —.— been giv- 
en, between the time on raiſing Lazarus from the 
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FCC triumphant Entry into Teruſe-. 
41 The different manner of our Lord's imparting. 
this aſtoniſhing Truth, comes next to be conſidet d. 
Which, by comparing the ſeveral Pallages, ſeems to 
be done gently, and by degrees. At firſt in general 
| Terms, The, Sen of man muſt ſuffer many 
lings, and be rected, and be Jlain, an ee 
| be raiſed the third day. The Second warn- Lake ix. 44. 
ing comes enforced with this folemn 
Preface, Let theſe ſayings /ink down. into your ears, for 
the Son of Man ſhall be delivered into ihe hands of men. 
This Third deſcends to a more particular Deſcription of 
that an Fs, 25 be 4 205 be delivered to the 
Caatiles, and mocked, and ſpitefully nn... 
trated, and ſpitted on; 101 15 they mn 
hould ſcourge him, and put bim to death (a death inflict 
ed by Theirs, not by the Jewiſb Law) and the ibird 
| day be ſhould riſe again. So that, in proportion as theſe 
things drew nearer, more full and diſtinct Diſcoyeries, 
EE TER om indi a nnd 

II. I now proceed to the 7h:rd and moſt material 

\ Confideration.z The Reaſons, which ſeem to have. 

moved our Lord, thus to impart theſe things to his 

r 

I. One great inducement, no queſtion, was, to arm 

bis Diſciples againſt the Calamities coming upon them. 

For the ſhepherd to be ſmitten, and the ſheep to be ſcatter- 

ed, was a diſtreſs deplorable at beſt; and would aſk all 

their Strength and Preparation to ſupport it. But : 

much Jeſs . difficulties, when they ruſh upon us una- 

| Wares, ſupply in ſuddenneſs, what they want in weight. | 
and bear down our Reaſon, by ſurprizing it. This is 

the Condition of Human ee and of Adyerlity 

in general. And, how great ſoever the Conſternation 

of theſe Diſciples was, upon their Maſter's Paſſion; 

it muſt, in all likelihood, have ſeiz d them more vio- 
_ e FR. lently, 


fu 
i TXT dane been ſun's Sith the Blow 


ivgSiws r of them under. 
erl. Ha therefore, whoknewandfelt. our Infirmi- 
ties ſhemed chi Cop te them; As ſenſible, that 
a SS a neither ſo reſolutely ſupported, 
ly.reedveredg7es one whoſe advances to- 
air pa and time to make 
T4908: 
BY; Nraſem for theſe Intimedom 
— nals ther Miſtakkes of his Diſciples, 
W concernidg thit Splendor and Kingly 
531 15:13 Power in which they erpected the Me- 


Aab EA The menner of St. Peter's entertaining 
15 firſt-Pradifilonof this kind diſcovers, that 
Show: thought ſuch Suffering a contradiction to his 


Character: — Ficnes, Which L have already ob- 
fend tochave been ſingled out far this mortifying News 
een ſay that it v then moſt beceſſary and ſeaſons 


ble tobe — Wich itt when ſame more than or- 
them und eſtimony of his Divine.Excellencies had put 
them under t 2.to-think ſuch a Death 9 0 


* 2 15 thought fit to ohwiate every occaſion, 
t-give:igauntebance; t thoſe Errors in 
k 2 Gobi ba before J Ber his Diſc 
SE 2221518 21113 u cn 09 gg Dis! F219 
„„ Theſe Marningp wergof ſingular uſe toward re- 
| tie Sandal df. . theſe fol 
= Jowing accounts efſperiatly.. use Nie of 5c.» 
- 4x. AM regatd they proved our Death to be 
voluntary. "T bis Bike, in plddring abi . 
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| 42 55 e of the vileſt Slave, and moſt de- 
ſtable alete tar. An And indeed, that a Life of ſo much 
Power thould end in ſo much ſeeming Weakneſs and 
Deletion; ee to whom Angels were ſaid to pay 


Homage, xe Commiſſion God himſelf had 
liſhed in T hunders, who had check'd ear are 


a Ward, and farced Death to deliver back his Prey, 
ſhould be bound, and ſcourged, and crucified himſelf ; 
might well be't t a moſt amazing Turn, and an 
Kante v upon the of his former Miracles. It 
| had certainly been ſo, ſuppoſing thoſe Indignities and 
dufferings to be a conſtraint him. But nom that 
| Difficulty vaniſhes. Theſe Warnings prove his Power 
the ame ſtill ; That his Enemies had no advantage 
over him, butby his own on; That he diſtinct- 
y knew and choſe all this. So aſſerting at once his 
Power, and his Love, in making good that r 
tion to the Jews, No man taketh my life - "#5 1. 
from me, but 1 lay it dom of myſelf. 1 have Jaxx 
power 10 lay it de axd 7 bave power to take it again. 
2. The Scandal of the Croſs is hereby removed, as 
2 theſe things are declared to have been exactly agreeable 
tothe ancient and maſt authentick Prophecies concern- 
ing the Meffias. Hence our Lord fo e Prophets cm. thither. 
80 here, all things that are written by the 
| Cerning the ſan of man (hall be accompliſhed. - . 
And, the ſon of man goeth as it is written ex 1725 Er, boi 
him, And a world more to the ſame pur - OY * 0 
| poſe. The frequency whereof, and the 
mighty Streſs laid upon them, in this preſent Caſe par- 
* make it not amiſs to ory, if I can in few 
Words explain, how the Authority of Fropheciet 
comes to be ſo very venerable, upon this account. 
In order hereunto let it be remember d, that the 
Redemption of Mankind was an Act of God's Free 
e The whole Deſign, and 2 
Was 


38s © D eden! Son NDAY, 7.000 i 
iO > His: The Sacrifice of his Sin,” though not 
ffer'd till theſe laſt Days, was yet available 
for-former Ages. To Them he therefore gave fich 
pets of it, as he ſaw fit and ſufficient for Their 
ircamſtances-” Theſe Diſcoveries had a double uſe. 
They laid the Foundations of Faith in Chriſt to come: 
and when accompliſh' d; they were the Signatures and 
Diſtinctions of Chriſt already come. The accompliſh. 
ments of things thus foretold was therefore neceſſary, 
Cos had —— his truth for them, and had 
ſuſpended Sal the Belief in Him as the 
Meſfiab, . — ſuck Events ſhould mark out to them. 
Bur then that neceſſity « depended on another, which 
was the Original Scheme of this wonderful Work, 
formed in the Divine Mind. As theſe things came to 
paß then, becauſe they had been thus foretold ; fo 
were they likewiſe thus foretold, becauſe the wiſe 
6: of God had l that _ ſhould thus 
come to paſs. - 

The whole then volkockie lat i in che immutable Coub-· 
ſel of God alone. And if ſo, hat ground is left for 
taking offence at the Croſs of Chriſt? Hence, pro- 
_ bably our Saviourienlarges upon all the infamous Cir- 

eumſtances of his Paſſion, that, how unaccountable ſo- 
ever in themſelves, or how unworthy of Him, we 
might judge them ; yet One above, whoſe Thoughts 
are not as gur Thoughts, and whoſe Hands cannot be 
tied up, or preſerbed to, might be ſhewn to have 
other Notions ot them, and that every one of theſe 
Indignities were of Service to his Deſign. 
ines chen he did, for our ſakes, and of his own 
mete Goodneis, engaged a Deſign ſo beneficial, ſhall 
We, preſumetocail humito account, and not acquieſce | 
ig hisMethods-of effecting it? We, forſooth, very 
— us; te fer up Standards of Juftice, 
and Mercy, and Honour: and pretend to bring our 
Maler tobe Rulch and Ideas, thus erudely * 


3 Ty 
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gf Prudence, and Equity, and a due eg 
Men! We attempt we know not hat. "DRE" yſtery 
| of Man redeemed id a depth tho vaſt for 
to fathom. But could we comprehend the Reaſoris: 
of the divine Mind ; ſuch (Beauty and Gracefulneſs 
would ſhine forth in N aha? pr as muſt needs caſt us 
into St. Paul's Rapt be "Ron 
| Riches both of the os 7g a . i, 5 
Cod As it is: While ve are able to ſee ſo little, and 
that little ſo imperfectly; it will much better betome 
the Condition of Cxeatures, eiperially of ranſotned 
Sinners, thankfully to receive the: Mercy;' and humbly 
to adore the Wiſdom of God; than, by the moſt de- 
reſtably impious, bay moſt abſurd and ignorant prefurn- | 
ption, toarraignithe Proceedings of a' Being conſeſſed- 
ly infinite in all Perfections; and undertake to amend 
| the meaſures; fixed by him before the World was; So 
ttle reaſon haye we to bluſh at; ſo much I glory 1 In, 
| the Croſs of Chriſt, a 012M: 
3, Theſe Warnings: chnrributed greatly to y- 
ing the ſcandal of that Croſs: by foretelling at the 
ſame time our Lord's Reſurrection. The! "Fes flat- 
ter'd themſelves with a Maia, who ſhould make his 
entrance among them in Pomp and Magnificenee, full 
of Spoils and Conqueſts. Our Jeſur was 1 victorious 
5 — Bade indced as they expected; But whiere- 
in be differed, his Rtchievemenis and Glories were ſin- 
gular and more cohſpicuaus; For never was there 
ſuch a defeat given, never thouglit of before a When 
Death was overcome by dying diſarmed by une that 
ſeem'd its Prey and Priſoner, and all the Pewers of 
Hell dagen dubguedlby their own, as'they: e 
proſperous, Stratagems. They; who” uttend tb 
impartially, muſt / needs allo, ànd may in ſome de. 
75 diſcern, that the Alkwiſe God conſülted the 
Honour of his Son; by a new, tis acknowledged, but 
| rainy aeg ſuoceisful Method: en he cen 
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HIS is the Day, are, us 1 Seafo 

of Devotion and Humiliation,” fo ſolemnly ob- 
ſerved, in the former and purer Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church.” A Seaſon of more than ordinary Inſtruction 
heretofore, for informing 
ples of Religion; that ſo they 
qualified 
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at Eqfter, 222 into Covenant with God 


1 for. putting Them ta publick Shame, whole 
d W 

open and notorious Breaches of that Covenant had giv- 

en publick Scandal. And a Seaſon of Recollection 

_— to All; Who, though they had not re- 

h Diubonourupon their Holy 

by cxmining the State. ＋ their own Souls, would 

: occalion..more than enough, for the Auſterities 


uſaalarthis Time: to humble themſelves for their Sins, 


ites, to crucify them- 


to ſubdue the Fleſh and its A 
ures, to abftraft and 


felyes to the World and its 


exalt their Affections, and — in a Spiritual Senſe, 


t fie anckriſe again with their Saviour und Lord. The 

commemorating whoſe Death and Reſurrection, this 
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our unf eakable Misfortune. Our Church, in — * | 
l his Day, calls upon us to lament the Loſs, 

4 wiſh the eſticurion, of that wholſome Diſci- 
pie which partly ee N ſome lerer 4 5, 
ly the Degeneracy,.of A 

a 8 ectual and ce Third 15 
I mentioned will always gontinue Far this we hall 

ever have Need, ever Opportunity. The Chalti 
our ſelyes is always i in gur power: and aught. — 
practice ſo mi more, The. gecay. of public ad: 
| judicial Chaftiſement —5 us more un ure 
Hands And a due Prepaxa tion For he Lord 1 
at Eafer, calls for the ſame,previous:Care,ci 
meaſure, which that for Baptiim Tus 
ve in ſome degree may 7 make en ly - 
Salpn, to all the Purpoſes, abgyermentioned::. And, 
had not a very punc Sal Ohſetvation of it erm ſtilli 
expeRed from us, the Church would net 2 


theſe Scriptures now to ,empley: us.. 
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to ſhew our Obligation to it. 
1. I begin with Sincerigy, implied more eſpecially in 
thoſe Two Commands, Turn ye even unto me, ſaith ty 
Tord, with all your heart, and Rent your heart, aul 
E 9 and turn unto the Lori 
Ji. 2e. © your God. That Renting of the Ga. 
2. 12, ment was a Ceremony cuſtomary with the 
eben a, Jews, to expreſs their Grief, either for 
2% ſome great Calamity that had befallen 
Jerem- xi | them, or for ſome heavy Judgment which 
"Marth. i. they at that time were in dread of, i 
lark xiv, 63, evident from a great many Texts in Ser 
pture. Nor does it appear from any 
one Text, I know of, that God hath ever diſapproy- 
ed of our exprefling Grief upon Religious accounts, 
by the ſame outward Teſtimonies, as are uſed in com. 
mon Caſes. But this indeed he abſolutely diſallows; 
that Men, upon ſuch Occaſions, ſhould put on aſhey 
and face of Grief, where it is not; or ſhould. reſt in 
the Sign, as if that alone were ſufficient, without re- 
gard to the thing it was intended to ſignify. This! 
the Prophet's, this our Saviour's Meaning; that G 
is not to be impoſed upon with Pomp and Forms; 
That the rending of the Heart is what he expects; 
and, that a Garment” rent, where That is not, can 
de of no account with him. That there are ſome Cin 
cumſtances, when the outward Guiſe of Sorrow may 
de diſpenſed with, ' nay may be wiſely, and much bet; 
ter let alone. So that theInward Sorrow is not alwajs 
of lefs, is ſometimes of more value, becauſe the out: 
ward Signs of it are wanting. But the Outward i 
never of any value at all, where the Inward 1s . 
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ing. And to this purpoſe it is, that we are to inter- 8 
pret that Phraſe of Renting the beart, and not the gar- 
.wents; not to forbid the latter, but (ac- by 
cording to the propriety of the Hebrew d. hy 
Language) to prefer the former. 82 85 
much to prefer it, that, if One muſt be undone, 
the former is of ſo great conſequence; and that, 
provided this he done effectually, it matters not, 
comparatively ſpeaking, whether the latter be done 
Thus Turning to the Lord with all our beart is ſet to 
denote a ſerious and unfeigned Repentance; Such a 
thorough and total Change of Deſires and Affections, 
a8 the Scripture calls a new Heart, a nem Spirit, and 
that which renders the Perſon, in whom it is found, a 
new Creature. When we do not only leave off to 
commit, but even to love Sin; When we find an in- 
ward Complacency in God and Goodneſs; and per- 
form our Duty with Appetite and Delight. Without 
this we may have the Form, but not the Power of God- 
net. Nor could ſuch Converſion be laſting. - For 
nothing is ſo, that does not proceed from Inclination 
and Principle. Nature will ſoon return, and break 
looſe from its Conſtraint. And therefore, till that 
Nature be corrected, till the Heart it ſelf be changed; 
No change of Actions and Behaviour, however artfully 
put on for a while, can ever avail to the Ends of 
this Command, or deſerve the Name of Repent- 
Again, as theſe outward Appearances alone can be 
of no Service to our Selves, ſo neither can they poſſi- 
bly be pleaſing to Almighty God. They cannot pleaſe 
him for this very reaſon; becauſe they are unprofita- 
ble to our Selves, and ineffectual for compaſſing the 
very End he aims at, which is no other, than our 
Change and Amendment. But there are other Cor- 
* tiderations, which muſt render them highly diſpleaſ- 
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ing and abomi nable in his Sight. For all Diſſimulz. 
tion whatſoever is, in its own Nature, fo odious and 
vile; that nothing could 3 for 2 practice of it 
upon any account. pat hope of going undiſce. 
— 5 | We allow our Selves too great Liberties of 
this kind, in common intercourſe with one another, 
and make an ill uſe of the Certainty we have, that 
Men cannot enter into our Thoughts, and canſequent. 
I may be deceived, by Management and Ceremony, 
ir Carriage, and large Profeſſions. But, if at 
time this Maſk be pluck'd.off or ſeen through, no ry, 
Front is more highly, or more juſtly reſented; no 
Body more deteſted or deſpiſed, than the Flatterer or 
fawning Hypocrite. The Reafon is, - becauſe this 
does not only betray Fal{food and Baſeneſs in his on 
Temper, but it is a plain Reproach to the Perſon he 
Jabours to put upon, argues a mean Opinion of his 
Judgment, and that he was believed weak and deſpi- 
cable enough, to be abuſed and deceived without diſ- 
Nov, if the Caſe ſtands thus in all Tranſactions be- 
tween Man and Man; If We can ſo ill bear any Ad- 
vantage to be taken of the Frailties and Infirmities, 
we are ſenſible, belonging to us; How impious and 
inſufferable a Mockery muſt that be, which thinks any 
double dealing can paſs upon God, who hath them 
not? How do they bring him down to our poor Le- 
vel, rob him of his nobleſt Perfections, forget thof 
Characters given of himſelf, that he is a Searcher of 
_ mltogatber, nor a _thaught in gur breaſts, but be undtr. 
Hand it afar off? Ho dare any Mean entertain 2 
Thought of crifling with ſuch. a Cod A God, who 
hath declared himſelf jealous af his Honour, in this 
Point particularly? For, therefore is the Ungodly 
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dpenant into bis mouth, when at the ſame time he hated 
to be reformed, caſt his words behind him, S. 
| und, becauſe not ſpeedily puniſhed for 5 
ſuch Hypocriſy, concluded Cad to be ſuch a one as him- 
| ſelf. Therefore are the People of Judab given over 
to an amazing Deſtruction, ſuch as the Wiſdomof their 
wiſe Counſellors ſhould not be Able to prevent; be- 
caule though they honoured God with their 
lips, and drew near to him with their mouth, 
yet their beart was all the while far from | 
him. This rendred all their Worſbip vain, and all their 
| Endeavours of Efcape fruitleſs, that they ſought to hide 
their counſel from the Lord, and wrought in the dark, and 
ſaid, bo ſeeth us, and who knoweth us? There were 
no end of expoling the Abſurdity, the Weakneſs, 
the Danger, of diſſembling with God, or imagining, 
that the cunningeft Diſguiſe can ſhelter the moſt 11 og 
ing Corruption from his all-piercing Eye. Let David 
ſuffice to convince us of the Folly, and our Saviour, 
to ſhew us the Conſequence of it: The _ 
Onereminding Men, that He, who made 132 
them, muſt needs have perfect Know- r 
ledge of them; The Other, by fore warn | 
ing us, that where the portion of Hypocrites is, there 
Hall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 7 
Theſe things are ſo exceeding manifeſt, both from 
expreſs Declarations of Scripture, and from the Rea- 
lon of the thing ; that one would ſtand amazed at the 
Commonneſs of a Crime ſo heinous, a Deluſion ſo 
| ſenſeleſs.' And yet how generally it hath prevailed in - 
the World, the Examples of many among the Hea- 
then, of the Phariſees among the Jews, and of Mul- 
titudes among Chriſtians in every Age, and Place, 
are too melancholy, and too ſenſible, an Evidence. 
This muſt be attributed to the cunning Craftineſs of 
Deſigning Men; contriving, for private Advantage, to 
cheat the Souls We thor Care, with falſe Nous The 
2 5 


Pſal. I. 16,21, 


Ifai. xxix. 13, ; 
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of Religion; and to the Folly of People, favouring 
this Deceit, by giving into ſuch Schemes, as flatter 
their favourite Vices; and ſubmitting to ſome Auſte. 
rities as meritorious, which, how mortifying and xi. 
gorous ſoever they appear, are yet in truth leſs grier. 
ous to Fleſh and Blood, than a thorough Change of 
Affections and Manners. A juſt Indignation againſt 
- theſe Corruptions hath driven many into a cont 
Extreme; and tempted them to reject all thoſe out- 
ward Marks of Repentance, ſo wretchedly abuſed by 
ignorant or ill-intending Men, as not only needleſs, 
Put ſuperſtitious. Whereas indeed Theſe ſtill continue 
neceſſary; and, when not made to ſupply the place 
of, but to expreſs and promote, Converſion of Heart, 
continue to oblige us. Such are the Particulars that 
follow here; Without a Change of the Mind and 
Actions, nothing, worſe than nothing ; but with it, 
decent in Themſelves, profitable to us, and accept- 
able to Almighty God. And therefore, having en- 
larged thus far, to ſecure the Firft and main Point, 
Our Sincerity ; I proceed to conſider the Reſt, which 
the Portions of Scripture now in hand enjoin; and 
which this Day, and the Seaſon uſhered in by it, do 
more eſpecially call for, in order to our more effequal 
- Repentance. wo oy re et h 
2. The next Thing then to be ſpoken of is Sorrow. 
for eur paſt Faults. A Chriſtian muſt conſider the Con- 
cerns of His Soul very partially, or very lightly, not 
to fee, and be fully convinced, that provoking God's 
Diſpleaſure, riſquing the Loſs of Heaven, and lying 
liable to the Damnation of Hell, are Calamities to be 
dreaded and lamented, infinitely above any, that the 
. Croſſes or Diſappointments of this World can ever ex 
-poſe us to. The more, becauſe in One Cafe we are of- 
den purely paſſive, but whatever befals us in the Other, 
we bring upon our Selves ; and if we deal righteovlly, 


mult at once lament, and condemn, the Sufferes, Lo 
7 _s | en 


< 
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| Men but think at all of this Matter, and they will find 
ro need for my labouring to perſuade them, that they 
ought to be Sorry for their Sins. But in regard every 
Sort of Sorrow may not be proper or effectual, I ſhall 
| endeavour to ſay ſomewhat, that may be uſeful upon 
this account. Concerning the Matives, the Degree, 
and the End of, that Sorrow commanded here: So far 
| as the Scripture, I am treating of, furniſhes occaſion 
and hints for it. | 8 5 
I. As to the Motive, Firſt; The Connexion may 
ſeem a little ſtrange, that ſo Solemn an Exhortation to 
| weeping, and mourning, and rending the heart, ſhould 


be inforced with this Argument, That Gad is gracious 


and merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and 
repenteth bim of the evil. Would not one „„ „ 
haye expected the Prophet, at this time, Exod. 24. +. 


to have repreſented God by thoſe other Jerem. . 


19. 


great God, a mighty, and a terrible, that will by no means 
char the guilty ; whoſe eyes are open upon all the ways of 
pd 16 of men, to give every one according to his ways, 
u according to the fruit of his doings ? Should not this 
| ther have been preſſed upon them, Turn ye unto the 
| Lord your God, for, if a man will not turn, 
he will whet bis ſword, be bath bent bis. Peut vi. 20. 
pow, and made it ready: He prepareth the _ 
| mftruments of death : He repayeth them that hate him to 
they face, to deſtroy them; He will not be flack to him 
that bateth bim, he will repay bim to his face ? Such a 
Method of reaſoning had no doubt been very agreeable 
= of hardned Sinners, to awaken them 


Characters elſewhere given of him; A 


| to the Tem 

out of their | 
have to deal with. But yet the manner of the Pro- 
pliet's proceeding was certainly moſt Seaſonable at 
that, and may eaſily be proved very inſtructive and 


uſeful at Any time, upon Theſe two Accounts. 
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Security, and admoniſh them, whom they 
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* "Becauſe e of orry ry for our. Sins implies 200 and 
ker a Senſe of the Heinouſneſs of our Sim. 
en never miſtake this Matter more unhappily, than 
when they imagine Sorrow to be, either the kniſhing, 
or the firſt, Act of Repentance. In order to GP 
to it regularly, we muſt examine into, and get ſome 
tolerable Knowledge of, the Number, the Quality, 
the ſeveral aggravating Circumſtances, of our aults; 
the Majeſty of the Perſon offended by them, the 
Juſtice of his Anger, the diſmal Conſequences of it 
to our Selves, the Vileneſs of the Facts that have 
rovoked it. All which, when duly weighed, will 
fuch' an Humiliation, as might rather tempt ws 
to deſpair of Pardon, than leave any ground tor de- 
curity or Preſumptisn. And therefore, to Perſons 
thus affected, all poſſible Aſſurances of God's Mer. 
cy, and Readineſs to forgive, are the Balm fit to K 
poured into theſe Spiritual Wounds, The Tews, ad. 
dreſſed to by Joel, Fad felt ſome, and lived in fear 
of more and greater, Judgments. His buſineſs there- 
fore was to encourage, rather than to terrify; to te- 
preſent their Cafe as not quite deſperate, and God, 
though incenſed, yet not im placable. The Condi- 
tion of all Sorrowing Penitents is thus far the ſame, 
that they need Reftoratives and Supports; they have 
already e 79 of their Piſeaſe ; they mourn 
«dan ſh under and do not want violent 
_— them hs 45 Senſe ok their Danger 
Applications, to. kaiſe and comfort er 
ew e I 95 Og Hope and 
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Sick-beds ; than that, proceeding purely from the 
ſmart of the Rod, and deſigning to get quit of preſent 
Far and Pain; the Cauſe no ſooner ceaſes, but the Ef- 
ſeelts of their Sorrow vaniſh with it. Such Sorrow 
ves, we love our Selves, not that we love God. 
ut he, that urns with bis whole heart, muſt love 
God; And love God he cannot, without a Perſuaſion 
| of his Goodneſs; Goodneſs in his own Nature, Good 
neſs. to Him in particular. Theſe 3 then are 
| fo many Charms to attract our Hearts. The greater 
Senſe we have of Them, the more we ſhall loath 
cur ſelves, for having dealt ſo diſingenuouſſy and un- 
vorthily heretofore. The better we think of Him, 
| and the worſe of our Selves, upon this occaſion, the 
|  lels apt we ſhall be to relapſe. For, though Repen- 
| tance often begin with Fear, yet it ſeems hardly poſſi- 
ble to conceive, how it ſhould be perfected, and per- 
ſevere, without. Love. rs - . 
| _ Thus much for the Motives. Next for the Degree 
of the Sorrow, we are upon 5 deſcribed here by JVeep- 
ng, and Mewrning, and Renting the Heart. Theſe 
plainly teach us, that it ought to be very great. And 
Indeed, if at all ſuitable to the Cauſe that provokes 
| It, how is it poſſible to be otherwiſe ? But then we 
muſt be careful to diſtinguiſh, between the Sorrow 
it ſelf, and the outward Significations. For our Paſ- 
hons, upon Religious, as well as other Occaſions, 
vill have their Natural Courſe, and work different! 
upon Men, as their Tempers and Complexions dif- 
lr, Some are ſo very tender, that the leaſt Con- 


cern 
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eern will melt them into Floods ; Some again ſo hard 
and tough, that the heavieſt Calamities cannot extort 
one Tear: Some find their Grief ſudden and violent, 
but ſoon” overcome and forget it; Others bleed in. 
wardly, feed upon their Miſery,” and lie under long 
and heavy Oppreflions. So vaſt a difference there is 
ſometimes, between what Men feel, and what they 
expreſs. '' And by conſequence, ſo liable are we to 
Miſtakes,” when judging, either of Sorrow by its Ap. 
pearances, or of the Effects after ward by the pre- 
ſent Suffering, could even that Suffering be per. 
ly underſtood. Theſe Conſiderations I would recom- 
mend to thoſe, who give themſelves diſquiet, becauſe 
they cannot, like David, waſb their Bed in the Night, 
and water their Couch with Tears. That, from the 
Examples of ſuch mourning Penitents, they may do 
their utmoſt to be ſeriouſly and ſadly ſenſible of their 
Miſery and Folly ; Thar, if this Senſe affect them in 
the manner, uſual with-that of other great Troubles 
and Adverſities, though it come not up to the Stan- 
dard of ſome eminent Patterns in Scripture, it is 
what they may very well be ſatisfied with. But eſpe- 
cially, that they ſhould remember, how deceitful 
Marks all theſe are, to pronounce one's State by; and 
that neither any viſible Teſtimonies, nor any inward 
Extremities and Anguiſh of Heart, are valuable upon 
their own Accounts. For the Degree, though never 
great, is then, and never but then ſufficient, when 
i anſwers the Putpoſes expected from thence; ſo 
that, the main Thing to be attended to, in this Mat- 
terzisdg Ron rn i i „„ 
222 EheEad'of ſuch ſorrow.” For which: we need 
goinorfarther than that Text of St. Paul, Godly far 
e e workerb repentance) tb fatuatian, no 
FE WIEN: do be repentad of: Sorrow then is not Re- 
pentance, but produces ãt. Conſetjuently, like all a- 
5 Means and Inſtruments, it is not uſed, or to be 9 
W | c 


do the bottom of the Sore, and fetch out the 
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eg for its own ſake, but for the ſake of that which 
comes of it. Joy and Grief are the two great Springs of 
Human Actions. In proportion as we feel each of 
' theſe ariſing, our Deſire or our Averſion 1s excited to 
dhe thing that cauſes it. In regard therefore, that Sin 
| . corrupts us by its treacherous Delights, and by thus 
bribing the Senſual, draws over the Rational Part into 
compliance: We cannot more effectually cut off thoſe 
Attacks, to which we are too much inclined to yield; 
than by ſo ordering Affairs, that thoſe very Tranſgreſ- 
fions, whoſe Bait is Pleaſure, ſhall be found by our 
own Experience, when rightly underſtood, to carry 
ſo much Pain and ſuch terrible Stings about them, 
that the Honey in 'the Mouth muſt be acknowledged 
too dear, too fooliſh a Bargain, when we are ſure to 
be afterwards upbraided, by ſo great a Quantity of 
Gall in the Stomach. Since then our Afflictions for hav- 
ing offended: God, like all others, will, ſhould, more 
than any elſe,” be very grievous to us; It is fit we ba- 
lance the Pleaſure of the Sin, with a Sorrow, that 
may make us feel the Folly of being ſeduced by it. 
And, in regard no Man cares to create his own tor- 
ment; it follows, that, the more painful Wickedneſs 
is, the leſs danger there will be of relapſing into it. 
But ſtill it is not the Anguiſh, but the Healing, of 
the Heart, that theſe Wounds and cuttings of it are 
directed to. Derp let them be, becauſe they muſt go 


1 
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tion im order to a Cure; but if the Cure be:wrought, 
the End is obtained, be the piercing and the pain 
more or leſs. To be plain, the moſt inconſolableGriet, 
if it change not the Man; in his Affections, and Pur- 
poles," and Actions, is altogether uſeleſs ; and that 
which hat leſs of Smart, may be of happy effect. For, 
to be ſure, He and He only, is forry for Sin as he 
ought, wholis ſo ſorry, as to ſin no mord. ofa, 
MELO DS0VI30 31,2190 717101 Engage} 
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III. What hath deen ſaid upon the Laſt Particula, 
is in many reſpects applicable co the following, Thac 
of Abſtinence, or Faſting. Another Help to, and In. 
ſtrument of Repentance : and only ſo far of any Con. 
fideration with God and wiſe Men, as it contribs 
ſpiritual and holy Purpoſes. 

No by this is not meant, merely. a Change; in the 
| kind of our Meats, or in the uſual time of taking them, 

not a quitting groſs for delicious, though leſs nouriſh. 
ing, which is but a mere refined Luxury. But it i 
denying our ſelves in the Quantity and Quality of out 
Refreſhments: rting from the uſual Comfort, 
and Hours of receiving them, in ſuch manner, as may - 
be a real Puniſhment and Humiliation to the Body, 


and its Appetites; and anſwer to the true import of 
be thoſe Phraſcs in-Scripture, which callit 

„ IV, + To 
Pial, V. 13, all s an bumbiing, 2 chaſtening of | 
. the Soul, which join it with Sachlub, 


m1 and Abes, and Zarth on the Head, and 
every the moſt ſignificant Tai ol bitrerneſsand 
dejection of Spirit. 

The Cry of this Duty comes recommended to 
Pan. ix. 3 the Examp les of Prophets, and 
i. hen es, and our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
| 1 ſielf 3-of Jews, and Chriſtians, nay, of 

the very Heathens. So great an Appear- 
ance there is, of this being a branch even of Natural 
Religion. The greater reaſon have we to enquire 
what are the Reaſons and Uſes of it. The principal 
whereof it mall ſuffice to touch upon, in the following 
Particulars. _ 

1. It is a very Natural Expreſſion of Sorrow. No- 
thing is more common, than for Perſons in (Grief to 
neglect themſelves, to find no Reliſh in, and loſe all 
Appetite to, the uſual Refreſhments and Comforts of 
Lite. Hence this kind of Humiliation hath always 


been ought proper, for Times and K of 
| : elan- 


EY 
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thiswill be ſo far from needing a freth Injunction, that 
it vill almoſt neteſſarily attend, and prevent our Choice, 
| by following it of courſe. e 
. It is no doubt a very fit Exerciſe of Revenge, and 
| Holy Indignation againſt ourſelves; when, by volun- 
tary deprivatiohs of our uſual Suftenance, we acknow. 
| ſedge durſelves unworthy, not only of thoſe ſpiritual 
Mercies and ſpecial Favours, peculiar to God's faithful 
and elect 3 but even of that darly bread; and thoſe ordi- 
nary Bleſſings, which he vouchfafes to diſtribute ſo li- 
to all Mankind in comman. >® 
3. It is of conſiderable advantage, by aſliſting us a- 
gainſt-our-Luſts, and bring in the Senſual under the 
Government” of the Rational part of the Mind. I 
bath been obſerved heretofore, that our „ % „ 
Bodies are the Inſtruments, and the Gra- 8p. , Sn. If. 
tißention of their Appetites the End, of reit dt 
all che Sins we commit; and that theſe 
act in conſtant oppoſition, to the Diotates of ſober 
| Reaſon and Religion. Upon which account our ſafe ty 
ſtom Temptations in a great meaſure depends, upon 
bringing theſe under, and keeping them in Subjection. 
But now the Caſe of Good and Evil Habits is thus far 
the ſame, that Both are acquired and ſtrengthned by 
renewed Acts of their om ktad Both, broken and 
loſt by frequant Acts uf a contraty kind. M there- 
fore Pleaſure inilaves us by often indulging; ſo there 
ing waz ta break and free our ſelves fromthe -- 
Chains, but often denying ite And altho'iabſtan- 
ing now and then from a Meal may ſeem, and andert 
| 8,00 great matter in it ſeif : yet it is very grent in 
4 or Cuſlom. im all Caſes hathimore 
donde than Men are generally aware. By maſtering 
ur deſires in leſa ——— — 
minion, and inſonſibly get ground upon them, in 
3 8 c e een neee 
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very ſenſible part; but draws away that Fuel to out 


view tis, that we are taught in the Collect for next 


* x Sams viii. 24. and a preparation for all important Un- 


nearer approach to God, Nay, our Bleſſed Lord after 


to ſubdue ; but, tho' in thefe Reſpects he could not, 
3 3 did he not diſdain, in the quality of a Supplicant io 
+ b 16 
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carnal and worldly Affections, and diſpoſe our Mind 


Flights Heavenward. Hence weſooften find theſe tuo 


be ſaid of the Reſt, our Lord muſt probably have con- 
deſcended to it, for its agreeableneſs to a State ot. ſo- 


greater and more diffcale rn And in ar 
ftance-more than this, which does not only try us in a 


Vices which Eaſe, and Luxury, and Fulneſs of Bread 
miniſter. Thus we at once ſtrengthen our Selves and 
"weaken our Enemy: vanquith and kill our hurtful, our 


more freely, more chearfully, to thoſe that are pur, 
and heavenly, and for our true Happineſs. In which 


- Sunday, to pray for Grace to uſe ſuch Abſtinence, thai 
- our Fleſp being ſubdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey ur 
Eord's Godly Motions, in Righteouſneſs' and true Holini, 
4. Once more. Faſting is a very ſuitable Compa- 
nion of, and mighty Help to, Prayer. It carries off the 
Dregs of undigeſted Fumes, lightens the weight of that 
Clog, which the Body is to the Soul z and gener 
Tenders us active, and nimble, and vigorous, in our 


joined in Scripture. Hence it was made a part of Devo- 
+» » tion, upon all extraordinary occaſions, 


2 Till. 2, Ge. dertakings, where the Bleſſing of God 
wu to be implored, his Honour more e- 
ſpecially to be advanced, and his People edified. A 
at receiving the Law, Elias at his being admitted to a 


his Baptiſm vouchſafed to enter upon his Prophetick 
Office, with a Faſt of forty Days. And whatever may 


lemn Devotion. He had no Failings to lament, no vin 
to chaſtiſe himſelf for, no corrupt or rebellious Luſi 


Father, to faſt, as our Pattern. 
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Can any Man now, after all this, | retain'd% AL, 


N. 
whether Faſting be ſtill a Duty? Can we ſuppoſe dur 
Lord would here direct the manner of doing that, Which 
is not neceſſary to be done at all? The mention of 
which Direction puts me in Mind to obſerve,” that the 
Scripture takes notice of Private, and of Publick Faſts. 
The One of our Own, the Other of our Govertior's 
appointment. Thoſe Humiliations for Perſonal, Theſe 
for National, Calamities and Guilt. Of the Pubfick 
the Prophet Joel ſpeaks in the Epiſtie; Of the Pri- 
vnte our Saviour, in the Goſpel, for this Day. Hence 
is the ſeeming Difference reconeiled, between the Sd. 
lemnity and Pomp required by the Prophet, and the 
detrecy enjoined by our Lord. In the Publick we 
are to be Spurs and Examples to Others, and there- 
fore our Zeal here, if ſincere, will be ſolemn. For the 
Private, matters are here tranſacted between God and 
our own Conſciences. And when our whole contern 
ſhould be to recommend our ſelves to Him, from 
whom: nothing can be concealed; to affect Pomp and 
Solemnity then, is to confeſs we have ſome indirect 
Views, and proclaims our Zeal to be tricking and un- 
ſincere. In a Word, By the publick we are preſerib'd 
to; ſo that the teſtifying our Obedience by vifible 
Acts there, is no more than our Duty. By the Pri- 
vate we preſcribe to our ſelves; and ſhould take heed 
here of gratify ing that moſt dangerous of all Tempta- 
tions, the Phariſaical Vanity of voluntary Mortifica- 
tion, and uncommon Merit. 
IV. The Faurtb Qualification, requiſite to Repen- 
tance, is Prayer... Concerning which, intending to 
treat more at large very ſnortly lat prtre 
ſent. only ſay, that tis fit this Applica- "On 
tion to the Divine Majeſty be attend- Lan. 
ed with all that Humility, which a due 
Senſe of our own: Vileneſs and Unworthineſs can in- 
ſpire; With; all that Reverence, which the awful 
bo 2 Remem- 


— 
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Remembrance of ſo Holy, and Juſt, and Great a God 
.can beget: Wich all the Earneſtneſs, which our own 
Wants, and the Importance of the Bleſſings we aſk, 
require; With all the humble Confidence, which 
Faith in the Son of God's Love, content to be made 

a Sacrifice of expiation for the Sins we confeſs and 
 amplore the Pardon of, is a reaſonable Encourage. 
went to. With Hearts thus diſpoſed, we may (om 
Mah to the Tbrone of Grace, rehearſe the black Cats. 
 Jogue of our Faylts.and: Follies, acknowledge all our 

Wretchedneſs, ſhew our Lord all our Trouble, implore 
the Comforts of his Forgiving, and the Supplies of his 
aſflifting Grace to heal our Spiritual Sickneſs, to in- 
vigorate and confirm all our good Purpoſes and Re. 
_ Jolutions, to take away our Heart of Stone, and to 
Put into us an heart of Fleſh, to infuſe new Thought, 
and Defires, and Affections, and to inable us fo to 
| —— — in this Change of Life, that our growth in 

Goodneſs here may be hereafter conſummated in Glo- 
ry. Theſe are the Petitions For Penitents, 
who have reaſon to be very importunate for thoſe 
Helps, without which they can do nothing; and for 
that Mercy and Remiſſion, without which it were hap- 
py for them, if they could ceaſe to be, and fall back to, 


nothing. ” 40911 e 
V. A #fth thing requiſite on theſe Occaſions is, An, 
giving. By this we ſnew our Love to our God and 
| Mars,» . Saviour, who hath declared, that the Poor 
* . # are his Receivers, and that our kind Offi. 
ces, and liberal Contributions to Their Relief, ſhall all 
be placed to account, as done to Himſelf. By this we 
wean our Affections from the World, and learn to 
_ maſter--thoſe Enjoyments of it, which, if not got a 
bove, prove the moſt fatal Snares to us. By this we 
perform that, which is the very Life and Soul of : 
inner's Converſion, deſpiſe the Creature, and de- 
Vote our ſelves to God. This is the thing, 8 


- * 
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God feſects the moſt ſolemn Humiliation 
of the Fetus, for being defective in. This 1 
is the Teſtimony, our Lord requires of our Sincerity 
in Faſting; and for that purpoſe tis thus connected 
nith it, in the Goſpel now before us. This is the 
Proof where Men have their Hearts, according as the 
| diſcharge, or the neglect of it, diſcover the place, in 
which they lay up their Treaſure; This, laſtly, the 
Defign of our wiſe and excellent Church, in reading 
ſo many Lectures of Charity, on the Preparatory Sun- 
days, and this Day; to inſtruct us, that, without 
this Virtue, the Seaſon they introduce, and the 
ſtricteſt Auſterities and Devotions of it, are frivolous 

| and vain. 1 e Fr 3 
VI. The only Particular now remaining to be ſpo- 
ken to is, that every one of thoſe already mentioned, 
| be free from Oſtentation and Vain-giory. The rea- 
fon of this Condition depends upon a Maxim, often 
intimated before; which is, That, as the Sinner's 
Corruption is all reſolved at laſt into loving the Crea- 
ture more than God; ſo the Converſion of a Sinner, 
called upon this account the Turning of his Heart, 
| conſiſts in being brought to ſuch a Change, as makes 
bim love God above any, above all the Creatures, 
Now, to contrive for pomp and ſhew, thoſe Acts of 
Piety and Worſhip, which, by the Nature of them, 
immediately refer to, and ought to terminate in God; 
bens, that there is ſtill a Partner (and every Partner is 
in this caſe a Rival) in our Affections. This taints all 
the Goodneſs of the ſeemingly beſt Actions: and is a 
Temptation, threatning the greater danger, becauſe 
none but good Actions can miniſter occaſion to it. Thus 
re we liable to be undone, not only by our Faults and 
Frailties; but, if they be not nicely guarded, and 
nilely manag d, even by our Virtues. Theſe naturally 
mw the Obſervation firſt, and then the Praiſe, of - 
Men. If we are content to let theſe come of their own. 
its U | accord, 
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Akkord, we may take very innocent Satisfaction in 


them. But the misfortune is, that what we like zud 
ere, we are apt to court out of time, and cbvet out 
"of meaſure. . This is a Frailty, rooted in our Nature. 


| ; n for that reaſon, I take it, our Bleſſed Lord does 


"chule to expoſe the Folly of Vain - glory; by ſhey. 
ing, that the Men of this Principle deſtroy their own 


Peetenſions, and, that the very Point they drive at, 


— would be more effectually carried the contrary way, 
"You deſire this Rigour and ſevere Piety may be pub- 
Hekly known, and therefore you unſeaſonably pro- 
claim it your ſelf: The beſt that can come of tha 
18, to let à very few. about you. into the know- 
Tedge of it. But keep this to your ſelf, and be con- 
tent to ſtay a little longer, and then it ſhall be pub- 
Uſhed to, and applauded by, a whole World. Thus 
"would Concealment now, anſwer your End much bet- 
ter, than Oftentation. But that's not all. From 
whom do you conceal it? You cannot from Him, 
ho is chiefly concerned to know it. It is from Such 
only, as have no part in, nor Power to reward youfor | 
it. Thus for the ſake of Them, who cannot, 5b 
_ diſcharge him, who could, and otherwiſe would, but 
- 1$ not now obliged to, recompenſe thoſe good Deeds, 
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Which ſo plainly appear not to have been done for His 
fake, So the Reward you might have had, is loſt; 
and the conſideration you propoſed to your ſelf in lieu 
of it is incomparably leſs, than you would have had 
in the ſame kind, added to that Reward. This is the 
Subſtance of our Saviour's Argument, a neceſſary. cau- 
Ip to us all, at any time, at this time more parti- 
cularly.”” en ET 1 
1 755 Pious Severities whereof 1b. Cod of all Hie 
grant us Grace to attend upon, with 4 Sinceri) ſo 
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ali and receive of Him perfect Remiſonn 
e, e Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amin. 
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ent Treatment we meet 
with; not exalted when others ſpeak well 
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O magnified the Mercy of God by Jeſus Chri 

. 2 — — appointing. Him, as a Sacrifice for 
n Sins ef Mankind: In thus — . 


had finn'd 1 in. 
iniſters of his Go {pel; 88 
eck in his Nam to 


in and for that Enmity 
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thar they would come in, and accept Friendſhip with 
their injured Lord, and Happineſs to their, otherwite 
At the beginning of this Sixib Chapter, (the Epiſtle 
for the Day,) he gives an account, after what manner 
He and his Fellow-labourers behaved themſelves in 
the Execution of this fo important, ſo honourable 
Office.” He, in Their Character, hath left every 
Miniſter of Chriſt a Model, on which to frame his 
Own: Hath admoniſhed Us, (who have likewiſe the 
honour of being Workers together with God) how preſſ- 
ing and diligent we ought to be in Doctrine — 
hortation, how blameleſß and Exemplary in our Lives. 


b A proper portion of Seripture, at the approach of our 


Ember-Faft, and worthy the moſt attentive Conſider- 
ation of All, who have been already, or are now 
bout to be, or fhall at any time hereafter be, fent 
forth upon the ſame Embaſſ r. 
But, reflecting, that the main Defign of this Trea- 
be s not to beach Them, Who are called and quali- 
fied to teach Others; I content my ſelf with this Hort 
Hint to my Brethren of the ſame Holy Function; and 
ut upon 2 Subject of larger Extent and Concern, con- 
taned in the Firſt and Second Verſes. In the farmer 
whereof the Apoſtle gives his Corinthians a very carneſt 
Exhortation ;. In the latter, a Reaſon enforcing it. 
Theſe Two Particulars, and the Application of them, 
ſhall make the Matter of my preſent Diſeourſm. 
The Subſtanee of the Exhortation is, That they 
us dor receive eb Grute of God in u. _ 7 
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fers from Debe, or Reward. Adequates- and ſtrictly ſo 
Falled. And, in this ſenſe, the Grace of S ortz 
that Affection and Good - Will, which he bears to Men, 
dand all thoſe Benefits proceeding thence, which he i: 
either under no Engagement to give, ar which the ye. 
y engaging himſelf to give was * his own mere lud 
22. and a free Act of Mer. 
tA The Grace of God, in a more reſtrained Seit 
is frequentl ſer to ſignify the Goſpel of 


, xi ly ſus Chriſt, So ſtiled. becauſe the 
Lierm and Privileges; of that Salvation 


Pet. v. 12, tendred by it, are the effect of his infinite 
and undeſerved Goodneſs; The Know. 
ledgeand Publication of it is imparted, to whom, at bat 
time, and in what meaſure he pleaſes; And the Bleſſng 
and Rewards of it, when ſo imparted, (though to ſuch | 
indeed covenanted Mercies, if 2 perform Their par 
vet are * o N in value to their 
Rom: vi 3 VICES, as to deſerve the Name, 

| not of Mages, but of aGift. + | 8h 
. 3. The Grace of God does loci 
Z 1 a certain. inward Working of this Spirit; ih 
and with the Minds of Men; hich, by 
108s and diſpoſing Hong: comply Wich rea — 
ble Arguments and good . renders the out 
ward. Miniſtry of the Word, and other Means inſti 
med for our Salvation, perſuaſive! and ſucceſtful 
This is re epreſented, as the Principle of :Goodneſs/and 
Spiritual Lit 10 7 this the Saints art vubat dhiy are; 
Ae 8041 ob his guic kann thuſe that were once dial in 
. xe. zor, ſreſpaſſes ami Sins . By this God works in 
Hob . 5' aus thats aulich is arp in hrs Hight, eur 
. Ee e will aud ta do Aged lad, Aut 
257 # IS 2 . ang this we perſevere in well 
e inge and are kept. from faling fm 
N lines Thus our * po living, and mov 
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ning Dor finiſhing," as 5 we ought; all 


are owing 
Souls. 


to that Grace and Spirit of God in our 
This, with regard to its Powers and Opera- 


tions there, anſwers to that enlivening and invigorat- 


ing Principle, it 


hat animates our Bodies. From whence 


it i eaſy to diſcern the Neceſſity of this Grace, and 


lie cr © 


ve ate capable of 


ee mand Bee: 


proguoed, the Purpoſe 


that the 1 Meaſures of the Thing, in either of the 
Two Senſes: foregoing, cannot ſuffice for our Salvation, 
| butmuſt wait for this Third, to complets and crown 
them with Sucveſs. 8 . 
| oth enplaining. how the Gries: of God may * 
underſtood; it is eaſily diſcerned, how that Grice is 
nei ed in according to all . 1 
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Take it for Favour and de in gonata]: And 8 
thy it ar neativel in nain, when we do not entertain 
un Bleſings with Thankfulneſs, nor uſe them with 
Prnidences{nor: improve them to thoſe Purpoſes, oy 
wergintended:to-ſerve. . ook ge 
wir of God, in every fort and:-Inſtance, 2+. - 
leadath;to:Repentance. In the Nature of the Thing, and J 
| the Neſigh of the Giver, it is a powerful Motive to 
Amendment, of Life. This, being the only Method 
expreſſing our Gratitude by, if not 
of the Gift is defeated. And 
That is underſtood to be ix vain, which diſappoints 
dun geaſonahle Expectations,” and does not e 5 
de Bod, it was done for ww 
2 Take chis Grace then for the Gofpel of Chriſt, 
and thus it is recerved in vain, when the Perſons, to 
hon it is-preached; do not ve according to it. This 
indeed is that Gtace of God that 4 
vation But how ? It follows there, reach. ba 
un, ibat denying -ungodlineſs 8 
Wong foollld live: n and ge 
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haut ceming within the Conduions and Ou. 
ese den its glorious Promiſes are ſuſpend. 
o oe Aypocritical Profeſſors, who are Chri. 
e 1 i os Nene 
— grit Who profane s Name, 
| Fe e his Word, b _ 
in inuhy: It reveals — 
onen Heever + And declares the more 
que t that wicked Servant, who knew bis N 
ier 3 will, and dic it not, for that, very reaſon, becauſe 
he Kew. it. bad if any thivg may be truly ſaid o 
RE eb d.40 vain; ſure that muſt needs be fo, 
or W i. the Condition of the Receiver is nos only 
ws chettex. hut a 2 deal worle, than 1 he 


696189, jt all. 
3- Once 3 1 Cod, is 


the Ws Word, 3 When we 

| nd comply with, the Suggeſtions 
— have obſerved before, the 
lig our ann —_ — we e rau 


Low ich r= of our — conf 

ing 5 rt, and then in the Choice, of 

bars NSF at Evil. Conſequently, the af 
race ate negeſſary, both for the inform. 

Wc 20 for. inclining our Will. With | 

. e wuthe Former, God is\ ſeid 0 

6 enrich, us unt 
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— — of like Importance. But alt chez . 
to be done, by ſuggeſting fuch Ideas, as give us new 
jgh#7/and by 3 * as per- 
ſunde our better Choice, provided we attend to the 
. 2 nay even in 9 but not 
to attend to, and be determined by 
their ene Wegbt and Force. We are ſure, tis done 
is ſuch a way, as requires our own concurrence, to 
render it effectual. Hence God is ſaid to make 
nn i nem heart, and they are commanded © 
io make it He is faid 2 wort Lark. — 7 
— do'of bis good plemſure; Raze, 
| and that very working of His is uſed as 
an Inducement, for Us to work out our on Salvation. 
When we thus do our part, the End is anſwered. For 
$1; Pawl gives this is a Proof, that be 


| Grant of God-was not beftowed upon him in e 


vam, dat be laboured more enen, than all the A- 
belles. And confequently, as oft as God affords us 
Spiritual Succours, and we neglect to improve them; 
| when his Spirit leads, but we refuſe to follow; then 
b it; that we do, in this gnification alſo, receive the 
Grace of God an van. 
We fee:by this time the plain meaning of the Ex- 
| hortation, and are thereby capable of judging when 
wecomply'with' it. The elfen brought ro . 
de compliance comes next t6 be confi 
bail, I bade beard thee in 4 ime actepitd,” wy cn NN 
ani the day of Sulvation have e OR ME 7 
— bebold; none ig the accept 
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i offered, we. muſt; be 
Aigen to lay hoden, and improve it. And be. 
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ginnings even gf. I heſe are an: | 
dere z and da ſuppoſe a Soul, united tos Bor 

arft Praftice and, Progreſs, of them. 1— 
bbjcds u 5. ſuch as the Body kespd: 


God, Saen oh th: 
ub ur Appetit | 


© Paſſions, 5 ws us Peelane nch the. Ache 
10 the ons, oppo get above; eons 
Life only. Infidelity and Debanchery, -Thjaring 
Neighbour, - [Diſhonouring our Selves by eaſt iy 
ging Scandal to others by a wieked Life Tuc ae 
like; are things confined to out Pteſent State. Go - 
State is capable of them, where the'S6uÞ lives'and: | 
port Hi And, ſince after its Separation 
we are not to expect any denn tech BGA, kl te 
lat Trump ſhall raiſe that to Jadgment's: it follows, 
that this will be a Day not of Action bat bk Re om- 
| pence; that the Recompence will proceed d | 
vis done, before theſe two parted'; and 000 f 
bur Condition, we muſt enter then U - 
nity,” will depend upon, and be agreeable Yo, on- 
duion they left each other in, at cher] arting: 21 fl 
whodie in the fayour of God, ſhall-rec ei Bo- 
dies again, to enter upon Bliſs and GH 
died out of it, have the Sentence f Mi 
gun to be executed upon them; ey 
Trl, no future Opportunity, of bet tei | 
| dition, either in, or after, che Grave. 21 bn 1 bg 
"And ie It ot manifeſt,” par 6e Gb Ah GPA 
know, how ſoon this may be our own Condition 155 85 
ye hot ſee careleſs Sinners daily ſnatehed away in the 
Vigor of their Age, not live out half "their" Pays, | 
which by the Courſe of Nature they promiiſed* ben 
hes; and do not the number of ſuch für exceed" the 
iltanices of Gray Hairs, and thoſe Funerals,” which. 
doe by gentle and leifurely decays? Why The e 
they foot our Selves,” by fond and groundleſs Expecta- 
ont ofen Life; which the very next Moment may tale 
fon un? Why preſume upon a quiet and firm poffeſſit 
on ol that, which we have no manner of Security” bt; 
ee which is often cut off without any warhing 3 
uur hangs by 4 Thread ſo ſlender, 10 eaſih ad, 
_ oi dent, how light ſorver, Has not ſuffit 
CY _ 


was with thoſe, who reſiſt and defeat his kind Inten- 
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Sant weight robreoak igcugbablatily, which when once 
:brokeny Sen never bo pioged again ? Surely, did Me 
member and. is it not ſtnange they can forget) their 
a%n Monjelity's they ionld nat wenfure upon one Mi. | 
Butels,gelgys ina e Conſe ehe; 
SI — df cheys Minute 9 laſt, and when the 
Minute oß their Bring is fore to be the lat of 
working out heir Salyarlon\.. 1 — TEIN 
3. But there is yer aggreator e behind FEY 
naokibe ſores that our power of working will extend 
oe the gime for it God often takes his' Holy 
t fror Men, and ſuffers them to live, only for 
ep le ert af ubuin lnipnitis. This is a fad 
bot this: Jaſlice, chat, aftet many Trials to yer 
tugde.thewvi che genes to ſtrive with thoſe who will not 
| bn perſusded. Wübout lis. Grace they cannot repent 
and amepdyand chas Gracebe in anger ſometimes with 
Ann abangdonstborn-to:the Tempter, leaves then 
ane iggbility, but, ſuch as is the effect of thei 
15 Ferxerſenaſe. Hhey would not uſe Grace to prevent 
their Sins, 20d) t are denied the Grace to | 
xepent of them. They) hated: to be reformed, while 
Therm nt. and now the very Power of being reformed 
a them,. Fe eh comfortleſs 
nditiop-& ſuch Sinners, but it fhews: withal the righ- 
of. God; in all chat is brought upon them. 
Lor he hath no where obliged himſelf to contend al- | 


Hons of doing them good. Nay, he declares he will not. 
Hor, thus; Slows introduces him, admoniſhing wicked 
rople bow he deſigns to deal with them. Becauſe I 
ane Valled. and i refuſed, I have fireiched out my bai, 
BOW a d t te man regarded; but ye baue jet a 
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unworthy; Creatures. And, that he ſhould, by theſs 
Advantages,” mean to mock thoſe, who are forward 
to.embrace; and earneſtly deſirous to improve by them, 
is ſomewhat roo unfincere, too barbarous, for a Being 
perfeatly Holy and True, Juſt and Good, to be ima 
2 of.. Accordingly we may obſerve; that, 
& oft as God threatens to caſt off a People; as a lead- - 
ing ſtep to that Miſery, and an Omen what they are 
to expect, he threatens the removing their Candleſtick, 
a Famine of the Word, and a fatal withdrawing thoſe 
Means of Grace, which had been ſo long offered to 
no purpoſe and effect, except that of Abuſe and Scorn, 
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Sacraments,: forſaking his Church, caſting his Word 
ehind them; and treating things that are Sacred with 
Cantempt,.. How ſhould the Diſeaſe of ſuch be other 
than'deſperate; who thus deſpiſe and declare againſt 
their Remedy? But till it come to this, there are cer- 
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putour ſelves in the way of Means, though theſe have 
long been try'd with poor Succeſs ; yet it is a Sign, 
that as we have not given theſe, ſo neither hath God 
Vet given Us, abſolutely over. Not yet, I ſay; But 
there is danger, and great cauſe to fear he will; and 
our continuing to uſe them without Fruit, is a pro- 
vocation to it. Let me then, with the Apoſtle here, 
beſeech you; that you look to it in time; that you do 
not loſe this precious Gift by receiving it in vain ? that 
you'apply/yourſelves to your Buſineſs, while there s 
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ercrpt we abofe, and apply them irregularly : 
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from the Inſtance now at hand, we may diſcoyer in 
geberal, That he ſtrikes in with Mens Wants and Ne- 
teſſties; with their different Tempers and, Circum- 
tete in the World; with their governing Faſſions 
ind'darlin 18 Objets : That from Theſe, he labours to 
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Sin It doth maſt eaſily brſer bim, the Paſſion he finds 
Bagel Ibe conquered, che Temptations, to which * 
his Condition or Buſineſs moſt expoſe him the 
mities and! Erailties been as M. ge nor Tempe 
or Complexion; 31 be ſure o loſe no Time for lay- 
bs ng 
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again. F 
Vüdem in a Point, of Advantigeigreaterothars at 
hing elſe can, bac our on Experichce: and a 
mer edib eee auld da makes duly fenſidle 
. Nö 
M. Let Dom in Aber -ZafoPlace, caſt vur Eye 
don the Comforts, that followed: our kördis Temp 
on; exproſ dat che Blæuenth Neve Shen ib De. 
legvach hann, and behold Angels came and miniſtred un- 
Iulia, 1 This we are tali, ſhouſd not fai to e Our 
Ca tao: That, —— Devil nee, 
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draw nie hd u Ale d mini 3 $08 
| frag ee er eee, 631 ile 
fler unto them who bull be Heirs of iS ana. eb ils, t 21) 
im, protect and guatd us from future 
Dangers,, He will relieve theſe Wants, by a better and 
more, SiRuaL Way, for the Supply whereof we wWOuld 
not ſubmit to any law ful Courſes ; reward out better 
Choice . inexpreſſibly ſweet Satisfaftions ef 
good Conſcience 3 a Peace and Joy, which the World 
nd.all its Fleaſores eannot give which all lits Affe“ 
ene take away z And at laſt, throughiThefe'© 
Taiumpbs begun upon Earth, will conduct üs re ar 
Jet mare pet ſect Bleſſedueſs, Which fall abundantly” 
ecompenſe our Toils and Sufferings; andi crewn dur 
aſtancy, with Glory immortal in Heaven: 
Ladd but this Word more, That the Aevount ot 
urkord's Abſtinencs and. Retirement; When abgüt 
to egter pon thei Exerciſe, of his Prophetick Office, 
ver ſealonable at this i Fime, When that Faſt. 2 op 
n kee this Church bath thought fit te ap- 
hint for Sheen demie ADR 
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tis obſervable; that the Word 4 is not in the Origi- . 
nal; fo that, by reading, as literally we may, in be 
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we deal with, in Civil Contradts. But this is a Matter 
plainly:foreign to the reſt of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe 
1'this Place, Which is wholly. employed upon the Sins 
of uncleanneſs; And therefore, if the Words can 
reaſonably bear a Senſe agreeable, to that Subject, this 


- 


is a Direction ſo ro underſtand them. 
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Now, beſides that che Word, which we render go 
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beyond, hath in its Etymology, an Affinity and Rela. 
tion eg chat very Act, by which unclean Deſires are 
gratified; It is farther obſervable, that the Other, 
cranflated Defraud, hath been likewiſe applied to ſuch 
Granfications of that kind, as are irregular and un- 
reaſonable. The Word imports in general, aiming 
at more than one's ſhare, and is made the Character of 
the Coyetors, . who, from ſuch Greedineſs, ſticks at. 
no-Injuſace'to inrich himſelf. Hence, by an caſy fi 
Sore: it's” transferf d to the Carnal. Man, who, to 

atisfy his Luſt, without regard to what is lawful and 
allowed him, invades. his Neighbour's Bed, or elſe lets 
humſelfilooſe/to' ſuch Vices, as are quite beſide the 
Coutfe'sf Nature. And thus the beſt Expoſitors have 
made this part, conſiſtent with the reſt of the Apo- 
ſtle's Caution againſt Uncleanneſs, by applying the 
Sui Verse, Some to the Sin of Adultery, Others to 
that of Sodom. In both which the Offender does 
waretallav; take' more than belongs to him, to compaſs 


his Defttes. And, for that Expfeſſion, in am Matter, 


matter, this Conſtruction is ſtill more confirm'd. That 
being a modeſt Intimation; by a general Term, of Acti-. 
ons, that cannot with decency be particularly named. 

For the ſame reaſon, it muſt not be expected, that 
I ſhould enlarge upon the Rectal . by which the 
Sin ot Uacleannetz pallates, © There is danger, even 
in deſcending to the Niceties of this Vice, leſt Incli-, | 
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ro inn them, and earn ee pon View 
| froth the very Ideas raiſed in the Mind, by thoſe, who 
only defign theſe for their Inſtruction and Amend. 
| ment." It ſhall ſuffice me therefore, upon this ca- 
fon, to remark, that the SanZification, required by 
the Apoſtle, is a Virtue, extending to Mind and Bo. 
both: That all Gratifications of our fleſhly Deſires, 
out of the way of lawful Matrimony, whether com- 
mitted upon and with Others, or even our on Per- 
ſons, are unlawful Acts: That the Chaſtity imphyd 
in a Gngle State, requires a total Abſtinence. frem 
them all: And that of a married Life is not at large 
from all Reſtraints, but expects ſuch Moderation and 
Temper, as may preſerve the Ends of Matrimony; 
continue it, what it was intended for, a holy and an 
honourable State; a Remedy, not an Incentive: 
That, not only actual Commiſſions, but 1 be 
obſcene Language, laſcivious Looks, im 19 
pure Thoughts indulged, immodeſt Behaviour, pam⸗ 
pering and luxurious Diet to inflame our ſelves, in- 
duſtrious Endeavours to kindle. thoſe Fires, and at- 
tradt"firſt the Eyes, then the Deſires, of Others, all 
coquettry and affectation in Dreſs, or Deportment, 
which have a tendency that way; theſe too come 
nithin the Compaſs of Uncleanneſs. And, thoughthey - 
nisofche Effect, are rendered guilty by the Intention. 
The lefs capable this Subject is of being conveni- 
ently treated by Our Teachers, the more exact and 
curious it becomes private Perſons to be, in the-Exa-. 
mination of their own Conſciences concerning it. 
Epecſally, ſince. the Apoſtle hath uſed ſuch preſſing 
Motives, in the Scripture now before us, by ſaying, 
nat dur Kanes cation is the Commandment of the 
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Ian Jeſus and the Vi of Cod; that ti 
cantrary Affections are the Scandal of the r. 2. 3, 4.5, 
Centiles , who know not Cod; that Chriſti- 7... 
waßz called, not unto uncleanneſs, but unto 
us Es hotneſs 3 
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Chriſtian Profeſſion. 4 
1. How high and grievous a Provocation theſe areto 


Schal. i, 6; | . neither Farnicators, nor Adulterers, wt 
x Cor: ili. 179. the Effeminate, nor the abuſers of themſehvt; 


o quench their Natural Light; and gave them up to 
Ee wol infamous, and unmanly, and abſurd Luſts and 
2. Among the Privileges of Chriſtianity, none at 

more valuable, none more eſſential to our Salvation, 
than thoſe of our Union withour Myſtical Head Chrit 
Jeſus, and the Preſence and perpetual aſſiſtance of 
That bleſſed Spirit, whereby this Union is effected and 

. But, by the Inordinacy of theſe Luſts, ve 
ſeparate our ſelves from Chriſt, we take the Member. 
F, Him, gur Bodies, and make them Maw: 
JR 5 bers of. Harlats. Thoſe Bodies, which 

n are conſecrated to his. Uſe and Semich 
and ate become living Temples of the Lord, by his Holy 
Spirit inhabiting there, we thus prophane, _— 
3 ; | 7 | eglo 


Vol H. | ning | 
m—_— Aeg te ro vite and otlond T Uſes: „ Thus We 
atonctdifondurthe Deity, und the Body, in which, 
uin che Tabernacle of old; he choſe to Hake þ 
ious Reſidence.” This 8 obably conceiv'd to be 
ON ufs meaning; at the'8th Verſe here. The ein- 
vous Treatment, and horrible Tndigntty Tich | 
People Are -guilty of, to that Spirit, beſtowed uf 
every Chritfian, at his Baptiſm! So that, as thefe 
Vices have the peculiar aggravation "of 15 5 Site 
gift our or Bodies, they are Iixewiſe ver . it. 
actended* with that other, "of of 8 
afforting, and Uriving away chat Bleed Spit 155 
bis Grace, Which, a Spirit of Diſcipt ne and 
Pority, will not abide in thoſe filthy Dwellings, herd 
fach Unrighteouſneſs comes in, and takes ieh. 
Avery weighty Conſideration, to deter us from ſth 
Weleedneſs, as, by proſtitutitg our own Perſons, pit) 
ſtitutes tie Honduf of Goc at 'the Tame time; Meng 
fits ſo münifeſt a riſque of abandonin hg ws us to the fh ff 
polſtgate and pernicious Coutſes, and del 0 
bur Sculs to the 1 Malice and Tyr 
the Devil. By 1181 o 789 N 
g. The Ends of our Christian Profefi6h are — 
eil defeated" by theſe Luſts and Practices. For o 
much is imply*d, Verſe 7. God bath not called us antò 
bekam, "but tento Holineſs. The main deſigu of 
Neligion is, as I Have already had occaſion to obſerye, 
00 malte us lie God. If 1Ertfote rhe Gentiles who 
It uo Cod, gave themſelvts up to Work all. uncl * 
, wind Greedineſs, the wonder is not ſo great, 
ori ed near ſo great becauſe owing to thoſ ah the 
ind'corrupt, And exrrayagant Notions bf the Divins 
Nators; Which, by fuch” Tgharance, 'bad obtained-in 
die World“ Por, how fhiöuld they Frame 1 7 
Tight who tlever- underſtood the Mode! they BE: 
fee by But the Chriſtian Faith gives us 7 
this Notions; of God; Ant of oor'Selves. 20 05 bell 
F-01291 1 2 | ing 
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in ws, char he is a Spirit, ect and ure, remo 
= above” all-thoſe Keri BF by being: more 
to mortal and material Bodies, we feel Our Spitis 
ſubject to. That this Conjunction ſets us, as it were, 

_ the Coafines of the Spiritual and Material 
World; and produces a perpetual Conflict, between 
the Affection Proper to a Rational Soul, in which we 
reſemble God, and thoſe of a Sexifitiveyr in which che 
Brutes ſeem to carry ſome reſemblance of Us. Con- 
ſequently, the more we give way to Senſuality, the 
lower we fink our Selves, and remove at a ſtill greater 
diſtance ffom God. And, the only Courſe! we cn 
take,” to riſe and get nearer to Him, is by trampling 
down, and keeping under, thoſe Deſires and Paſſions, 
Which the Condition of the Fleſh, we carry about 
with us, kindles and cheriſhes: to exalt and refine 
our Souls, by fixing them upon Objects, that are ſuit 
able to the "Jnimecalicy of their Nature, and ap- 
proach to the Perfections of Him, whoſe Image and 
Character they bear. In the compaſſing this End, ve 
are favoured and forwarded, not only by that more 
perfect Underſtanding of God and his Excellencies, 


which the Goſpel helps us to, not only by that bet. 
ter Senſe of the Dignity of our own Nature, which 


the Doctrines of it inſpire; but alſo by that proſpect 
of our true and perfect Happineſs; the Diſcovery and 
the Aſſurance of thoſe pure and Spiritual Joys, in 
State, for which we were created; and to which we 
muſt aſpire, by ſuch diſpoſitions, even in this Life, 
| 2s may make us meet to be partakersuf tht 
8% e "inheritance — the Saints in tight. Ho ge- 
er Epiph 5 15 gy, U tion for that Bliſs ſuch 
* 2. temp 5 and turn of Mind muſt need 
be, bath . e ſaid. And I need not: add, 
that, if ſuch be our Caſe, the Endcof | Chriſtiane 
muſt be utterly loſt and defeated, by che Vice Lam 
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and common Senſe, that the Luſts of Uncleanneſs in- 
dolged do, perhaps above any other Sin, eſtrange the 
Heart from God, create a diſreliſn of every thing 
| that is Holy and Good, darken the Underſtanding, 
vitiate the Will, debaſe the Spirit, : waſte. the Con- 
ſcience; quench the Motions of Grace, produce firſt 
a Neglect, then a Contempt of Religion, deſtroy and 
deface all Principles even of Juſtice, and Honour, 
and natural Modeſty and Decency, make Men ſub- 
mit to the baſeſt Arts, for compaſſing their filthy Pur- 
poſes; harden them in Impudence and Beaſtlineſs, 
enerrate the Mind, conſume the Body; In a Word, 
they unman the One Sex, lay the Glory of the Other 
in Common, and make ſuch Monſters of Both, that 
not only Revelation, but natural Reaa?:- 
ſon, eondemns and acknowledges the 2 rler. 
deſormity of theſe Sins: By covering 55 
them with Shame, and aſcribing to them that moſt 
rehtful Denomination of Vile and Diſhonourable 
—_ ˙· | N þ 

This is but a ſmall part of what might be ſaid, 
againſt a Corruption, the Indulgence whereof is ſo 
far from conſiſting with the Character of Chriftians, 
that it ſcarce leaves us Men: So far from any. likeneſs 
to the Great and Holy God, that the moſt obfcene 
and deteſtable Brutes are our Copy. My Subject leads 
me not ſo directly to mention the Diſeaſes of —— Body, 
the Ruin of Eſtates, the Confuſion of Families, the 
ndelible Stain and Reproach, which God in his juſt 
judgment inflits; a ndhath indeed made Natural 
Confequences, upon Uncleanneſs. Well were it, if 
not only Theſe, but the many Publick and National 
Evil, drawn down upon whole Communities, were 
krouſly. laid to Heart on this occaſion. All little 
enough for the Age we are fallen into, when ſo many 
great Examples have given Countenance to this Vice, 
a if it were poſſible, almoſt to eraſe thoſe Impreſſions 
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of Shame, which: Nature ſeems particularly careful 
to have provided for a guard againſt it. Fhe fame 

ſhall be Ours; to keep up a juſt abhorrence of 
re And, the ſtronget 
- Indlinations:we- feel in our Selyes, the more importu- 
nately che. Fempter ſolicits us; the more ſtill to be- 
ware of chis fataleſt of his Snares, and ſtrengthen. our 
Selves with the firmer Reſolutions, not to proſtitute 
our Bodies and our Souls, not to ſell our preſent Hap- 
pineſs and our ſuture Hopes, not to. affront our Sayi- 
gur, and deſecrate his Temple, and drive away his 
Spitit, fer che treacherous Delights of a Moment, to 
BS embitteted by the Shame and the Torments of 

1 rl Doo ennie 6 PE JOU 
Mean while, we cannot, I ſhould think, be inſenſi- 
ble, how properly this Exhortation of the Apoſtle is 
now made choice of to employ our Thoughts. Sea- 
ſobably, in regard of that Exereiſe of Repentance, 
we are preſumed to have entred upon; for no one 
ſinful Habit can threaten greater Danger, or deſerve 
a. greater meaſure of Repentance; than this. Sex 
ſonably, as all our Mortifications will be rejected for 
Hypocriſy and Mockery, if we. cleanſs not our ſelvu 

* from the filtbineſs of Fleſb and Spirit, in or- 
Ser ven der 10 perfil Holineſs in the fear of God, 
Seaſonably, as the Faſtings, and other Acts of Seve- 
rity and Self-denial, are Helps and Remedies againſt 
this Sin; by correcting that Rankneſs and Redundance 
of Spirits, Which Eaſe and Eree- living certainly leave 
behind. They cut off choſe, Luxuriancies of Nature, 
takeaway the-Matter, which the Tempter's Suggeſt: 
on works upon; and put us in a better Condition 
of ſtanding our Ground, and gaining the Fart within, 
by ſtaving out the Enemy s. Forces that lie Entrench- 
i there. 25 50 an Sun me * IX) * A; her” 
I muſt nat be forgotten, that all our own Powen 
in this Engagement are frequently too weak. Out 
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Fed, Saviours and 80 Pak Is 8 _ - | 
ſneak of Continence, as a ſpecial Giftof h 1. * 
G4. And hence they, who find it not We 
| beſtowed in Virginal, Ae adviſed to ſeek it in the way 
of Matrimonial, - Chaſtity. - The Graces- to 
Both are indeed ſo neceſſary an Ornament td Chriſtians, 
but withal ſo entirely owing to the Father of Lights, 
that, unleſs they deſcend from above, we muſt deſpair 
of attaining them at all. Prayer, as well as Faſting, 
muſt contribute to the gaſting out of this unclean De- 
ul from within. And therefore nothing could. be bet- 
ter accommadated to the Subject of this Epiſtle, than 
the Collect, by whieh-it is int and than which 
[ cannot think of a more pertinent ne to this 
Diſcourſe. '- ; 
 Amighty God, wha feet that we have no power of 
our ſelves 10 help our. ſelves.3, Keep us both outwardly in 
our Bodies,” and inwardly in our ſouls, - that we may be 
defended from all Adverſities which may happen io the 
Bach, and from all evil Thoughts «which may aſſault * 
80 the W HTO Jeſus ee our Har. Rem 
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attended upon at this Seaſon, the very Nature 
ob-it-infers. The joining it ſo often with Faſting in 
Ei, Scripture, the Helps it hath been proved 
„„to receive from ſuch Abſtinence, and the 

* — —— to God, for ſome Graces out of 
aur on Power, puts it beyond 4 Doubt. Such in 
particular, I have ſaid, is that Purity, ſo earneſtly re- 
commended in the Epiſtle for the Day. But, in re- 
gard, it does not always happen, that our Petitions are 
— ſa: fon; wick we Bs 171725 or as ve ex- 
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Aj afflicted Mother here implores Chriſt's Help, 
with all the tender Concern,. becoming that Rela- 
tion; with all the Vehemence, that we can ſuppoſe 
her excited to, by a Calamity ſo terrible, as a Nagb- 
ur grievouſly. vered with 4 Devil. Her Ories are fi- 
Jently paſſed over. though ſo loud and troubleſome, 
that our Lord's Diſciples, either in compaſſion to the 
ſadneſs of her Caſe, or deſirous to be eaſed of ſo: 
damorous an Importunity, turn Advocates for her. 
The Anſwer they received was very diſcouraging, 
and ſeem d to imply a Reſolution, not to grant a Fa- 
your, which was irregular, and beſide both the Me- 
tbods, and the Deſign, of his lt Mimon. This 
notwithſtanding, ſhe purſues her Requeſt. But, in- 
ſtead of any Signs of relenting, is anſwered with a 
Proverb, upbraiding her Unworthineſs, ſeemingly 
chiding her Preſumption in conceiving any Hopes of 
it; and indeed carrying ſuch an appearance of hard- 
heartedneſs and ſcorn, as one would rather have ex- 
out of the Mouth of a haughty Phariſee, than 

om the neek and merciful Jeſus. Still ſſie deſiſts 
not, is content to be reckoned as a Dog, in compa- 
riſon of the Jets, who had the Honour of being treat- 
ed as Children. But from hence ſhe forms an Argu- 
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Faith conſiſted, by which ſhe. gained her Point, tha 


le, and dh Fervency of ber Zeal; were 


ut his Ears againſt our Complaints, when 9e. 
4 any means us any  unkindnefs or refuſal... 101 
fince this erer 12 55 aſe. i of now 50 5 conſidered, 23 
an Example ch Proceedings: mprovementto 
be made of it, is, Fi, To obſerve, wherein that 


This maꝝ be imitated by us; And, Secondiy, to ex- 
amine, What probable Account may be given of God' 
deferring to anſwer thaſe e which he b 

tended wholly do den:; 
. 1 begin with the Formei of thoſe Confiderat 
ond: The Nature of that Faith, which ſucceeded fs 
well, and was ſa: well applauded by Chriſt,” in this 
Cancanitih Woman. Nom This, taken in it ;ſelf 
could be: no ather, than a firm Perſuafion of our 
1 . Eord's: Power. and Goodneſs: concern- 
Ali, 7 ing which I had occaſion to ſay ſome- 
cenEpiphany. © What heretofore: The Expreſſions di 
this Faith too, as far as. they concem 


then ſo treated of, as to render any farther Enlarge 
ments upon them unneceſſary now. But in this the 
Caſes: differ, that the Laper, then our Pattern, was 
healed. without delay; this Woman's Daughter not 
o. And therefore: One remarkable Qualification re- 
mains, which ſignalized Her Faith, even Ferſeremace 
ier [71 165 931.09! 

The very. Terms, in hh end bath encou- 
raged and commanded us to Pray, . do:evidently,make 
this a Duty. When he bids us to aſk; It is not his 
Mate. vi meaning, that we ſhould grow ſullenly. fi 

ent, if not heard at the firſt "jon For 

he adds, Seeking and Knocking, which i 
ing our Search til” we 1 6 8 found, _—_ e 
ue „. the Door, till he thinle fit to open to us. 
I To the ſame Purpoſe he delivered thaſe 
Parables; Of a Man in W by the ler 
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ity Wane, as = tine of Night"f6 
fag „ that the Conſiderations of Friendfhin 
could not otherwiſe have prevailed for it: And, 928 
Ober of a Poor Wide under Oppreſ. Lake oh 
gon, who, "by * continual A} — a hit 
wearied'eyen 2 barbarous' and profligate Judge into 
Juſtice,” Both are Examples, 280g to iner us, 
that we oughtto rontinue 22 14 Prayer, and not be 
diſcouraged by any Difficulties we lie under, 8 
God do not preſently comply with our Requeſts 
therefore the Bleffings we afk ure worth our Pains and 
waiting for; And if ie be certain, that every delay 
of ſuch Bleſfings 1s Hot to be interpreted an abſolui 
Deniat; all reaſonable 8 und for deſiſting i is taker 
away. Our Practice to Men will indeed ſuffice, i 
teach us he Meaſures fir to be taken, f in our Addreſſes 
Almighty God. 
For, what Attondance: \ what” Affduity da? vye em- 
ploy, to compaſs the mean Advantages of the preſent 
ite? What Piss do we take to thruſt our ſeſves in- 
to the Preſence of Princes and Great Men, that the 
very fight of us may keep up our Pretenſions, and be 
in a Language, which' Courts very well underſtand 
What'Difficulties are we content with, to get Acceſs? 
And, when this is allowed us, what Coldneſs and 
Diſdain, what Repulſes and Affronts do we tamely 
put up, and ſuffer our Patience for many Years to be 
cxeraſed with? Flow do we fatter our ſelves, in de- 
— all Diſappointments? And what forced Con- 
ions do we put upon every Indigpity, that it 
may not pals for a final 8 e ? And all this very 
often, for a thing of no great Conſequence, ſuch as 


ſeldom makes amends for the Fatigue and Expence we 
have been at about it. And yet neither our own Ex- 
8 nor the Examples of thoſe many, who ſuc- 

at length upon ſo hard Terms, and to, fo Jit- 
* prrpoles 5 nor of Thoſe many more, _ — 
t UCC 


That thus it is with Men, our own Experience, 
that thus with God, the Scriptures already produced 
on this occaſion, may abundantly convince us. And 
the difference ſo remarkable between them may, 
without any great Difficulty, be accounted for. In 
God, we know, there is no end of Goodneſs, no end 
of Power; In Men, both theſe are ſhut up within ve- 
ry narrow bounds. To preſs Them is therefore ſhock- 
ing, becauſe this is, by a ſide Wind, to upbraid them, 
either. with want of Ability, or of Sincerity, or of 
Inclination to do good. And theſe are Qualities 
Which every one is deſirous either to have, or at leaſt 
to be thought to have. So that, whatever . 
r | denies, 


Fall. „„ LIN T. 3 
denies, or by natural Conſtruction, calls theſe to 
qpeſlion, carries with it a Reproach, not eaſy to he 
bom . But God, who is Power, and Truth, and Love 
it felt, is above all ſuch Reflections. Our Neceſſities 
annot exhauſt him, and therefore our Requeſts for 
the ſupply of them cannot offend him. He that made 
us; needs not be changed by any Arguments ve can 
ule; to drawehis Kindneſs and Affection to us: And 
therefore his very Withholdings and Delays are kind- 
I meant- And the continuing to aſk is a Demon: 
ſtration of our being ſatisſied, that they are ſo. Fos 
letting alone any farther Application is a natural con- 
ſeguence of tak ing our former Uſage ill. But repeat- 
ing the ſame with Confidence argues a Spirit eaſy and 
relign;d, confeſſes; his Goodneſs, and our oy Un- 
worthineſs 3:: clears us of any unbecoming Reſent- 
ments, and ſpeaks us contented to wait his good lei- 
ſure, for the ſatisfying our moſt earneſt and importunate 
Deſites, ancheven, as we may think, moſt reaſonable 
Expectatiqns. For ſuch without queſtion they are, 
if granted tat laſt. Which makes it neceſſary there- 
fore to eonſiden in the. 6; 14008 
II. Second place, What account may be given of 
God's delay ing to anſwer thoſe Prayers, which he ne- 
ver intended abſolutely to deny. Now this may be 
done. a e 15 Hie 21 F 
1% With a deſign to increaſe our Virtue, to ren- 
der it more conſpicuous, and ſo to prove us more fit 
for, and worthy of, the Rleſſings we apply to him for. 
dus it was plainly in the Subject of this Day's Go- 
ſpel. Had the Canaanitiſo Woman been gratified up- 
on her firſt Suit: She had not made. ſo boble, 4 f 
guſe in the Hiſtory of our Saviour's Miracles. And 
theſeaſineſs cf obtaining a Favour, to which, as a 
| Suanget to "ad, She had no manner of Claim, had 
been f Matte 57 Of. Offence to the "JEWS. But the if re- 
Peat Repulſes She ſa bravely; fuſtained, took. We 
89202 | 
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und of Exception 1 ing 61 
ens | and made this Cds Nen 
even to Ohriſtians of all future Ages. In like man. 
ner, does our heavenly Father deal with his Chil. 
dren £4 55 all occafions.  * He tries thoſe Tempet by 
Afrending 


his Mercies, which Indulgence, and Res. 

cines to give are apt to ſpoil. He makes us feel our 
pendance, and trains us up to Patience and Reſigns, 
tion, to Truſt and Conſtancy. For indeed we are hot 
Ar do receive, till perfectly ſatisfied, that He is the 
propereſt Judge, when, as well as how, and what, 
to give; and that, in all theſe regards, he proceeds 
upon Reaſons,” not only wiſe in themſelves, but bene- 


PPP r 
. Theſe Delays are very uſeful, in order to keep 
1p*the Value of the Good things we aſk. Of which, 
Ws ough that very Act of aſking teſtify ſome Eſteem, 
yer will this natually riſe, by continuing longer with- 
out them. In theſe Bodies we live fo much by Senſe, 
that nothing affects us ſtrongly, which does not make 
ſome conſiderable change in our Condition: Not 
are we moved by Objects from without, according 
as they are in themſelves, but according as We ap- 
end of them. So that it is not only the Want, 
ut the feeling we have of that Want more eſpecially, 
that recommends the Bleſſing of à Supply to us. 

Hence, without doubt, it is, t hñat we reſent in fo ve- 
ry different a manner, the Mercy of a conſtant State 
of Health; and that of Retovery from a dangerous 
Fit of Fickneſs; Eaſe, and Safety, and uninterruptet 
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Sree of Life would ſoon grow flat, ĩnſipid, and'fiay- 
ſousz Were it not for a mixture of Sharp and Bitter, 
that quicken, and raiſe the Tafte of them to us. This 
Obſeryation, applied to the Benefits we aſk at God's 
Hands, ſhews his Delays in granting, to be for our 
Advantage. Becauſe the longer we need them, the 
more ſenſible we are that we need them; and the 
more comfort we take in them, when we have them. 
Nor is this all; But even our Expectations are placed 
to Account; provided we behave our ſelves in than 
4 we ought. For he hath condeſcended > = 

to call himſelf the Good-Man's Debtor: 27. 
And he is the only Debtor, who loves to be perpetu- 
ally called upon for Pay ment; who rewards Impor- 
tunity with larger Intereſt. And this is our Caſe, that 
we do nat only reliſh what he gives the better for ſtay- 
ing, but the longer we wait, the more bountifully he 


het other Reaſons ſoever have uſually been, or 
may be alledged on this Occaſion, will, if I miſtake 
pot, be eaſily reducible to Theſe Two. And therefore 
| Tonly add a few Cautions, neceflary to be taken along 
with us, and ſo conclude. 405 
Now Firſt, When I affirm the Delays we have been 
conſidering, to tend to our Good, I deſire it may be 
underſtood of our Spiritual Good: The Advancement 
of our Virtue here, and the Addition to our Reward 
hereafter, - Which are indeed ſo properly the Good of 
2 Man, and of a Chriſtian, that nothing elſe de- 
lexes that Title, excepting; ſo far forth, as it is ſome 
5 and helps to promote, theſe great 
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Secondly, The requiring this Importunity in Prayer 

muſt not be ſo interpreted, as if God could take any 

Felighe in it, for its own fake, but he values it for 

ts Effects it produces in Us. He is not like thoſe 

daughty Eaſtern Monarchs, who take a Pride to ſee 
1 ; 


à num- 
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i number of poor depending Creatures lie profirate 
at their Foot. fix 2 — to be conquered Nu many 
of cajoled by fair Words: But he will have us Pray, 
.and perſevere 1n it, purely for our own Benefit. mh 
hath made it a Condition of obtaining our Requeſts, 
becauſe it will certainly bring our Minds to ſuch 2 
Frame, as Religion is deſigned. to make them of. For 
Prayer hath a vaſt Influence upon the Diſpoſition 
and Actions ef Men. We cannot be frequent and 
Serious in it, without becoming better. And we can- 
not leave it off, or grow cold or formal in it, with- 
out degenerating and growing worſe, in the general 
Courſe of our Lives. Nor is it any Change, which 
our Prayers make in God, but the — they make 
in our ſelves, which is the Cauſe of our Succeſs. For 
he is unchangeably determined to grant, or not to 
grant, according as Men do, or do not, perform the 
Conditions he hath fixed for granting. All therefore 
depends upon Our Qualifications, and Fitneſs to re- 
ceive that, which he is always ready to give, when 
we are duly qualified. And nothing hath ſo direct a 
tendency to render us proper Objects of his Mercy, 
ns is, truly good Men) as frequent and fervent 
Prayer. FR 
Lal, It is neceſſary we conſider the true Uſe 
and End of ſuch Prayer. It is to beg of God, that 
he will do for us, that which we cannot do for our 
ſelves; but then this ſuppoſes, that we ſhould do all 
that we can for our ſelves, and depend upon Him 
for the reſt. A Man, who, for the purpoſe, aſks 
of God his daily Bread, without uſing his own In 
duſtry to get it, by ſuch lawful Methods, as Provi- 
dence hath put into his Hands; does not make 

right uſe of Prayer. And He, that begs not to be 
led into Temptation, without watching and ſtriving, 
and ſhunning the occaſions of Sin; does not fo pro- 
perly worſhip God, as mock him. Let Us do — 
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and then we are fit to aſk, that God would, and, 
may be very confident that he will, do His. N 


4 


ſince our own' Endeavours are made a Condition © 
Succeſs in this Affair, to aſk new Graces,” without 
improving thoſe Wwe have already, is vain and im- 
| piouss We acknowledge indeed, in the Collect for 
this Day, that we are not able of our ſelves to belp or 
ep our ſelues: but this is no ground for our preſum- 
ing, that God will help or keep Them, who take no_ 
care at all to do what they are enabled, though They 
ae not able to do the whole, that is neceſſary for 
this purpoſe. For He that made us without our 
concurrence, will not ſave us without it. And we 
muſt work out our own Salvation with fear and trembling, 
it we would be heard in thoſe Prayers, which entreat 
Him to work in us both to will, and to do of his good 
— —— 1 — — — — 


Me Third Sunday in Lent. 
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E beſeech thee, Almighty God, look upon the 
bearty Deſires of thy humble Servants, and 
F firetch forth the right hand of thy Majeſty, to 
be out defence againſt all our Enemies, through Jeſus Chriſt 
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24 therefore fellarvers of Ged, as dear Chil- 1. Since then God 

o., bath been Jo Seod to 
a PoyoQõ ̊ (See Chap. iv. 32. 
— 7 your relation to, and let that provoke ycu to e reſemblence off, 
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1. 4% walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and 2. Let your Love too 


67 „m himſelf for us, an Offering, and à Sacrifice to be Ike that of Chriſt's | 
Feu ſmelling ſeu iir. 


to us, who was content 
| to become a Sacrifice, 
dy which God was atoned for our faults, 
Z 3+. But 
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e for ſo, as Chriſtians, you. cught to-do. * | 


| | The like Caution 4. Neither filthineſs, nor talking, no je 
| ee uſe withre- if, wohich are nor convenient 3 ig nr ole 
3 | | Th to ſcurrilous and tbanlt. | 


b 
1 Woe: to your Charafter, But let your Mirth be nh be expreſs 
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. Por this ye know, that no wwboremonger, nor clas 
nor coveteus many who is an idolater, bath ay. 


3 —— in the Kingdom ef Chriſt and of Cal. 


6. Let jo man deceive you ak Sie. wil; 
2 On the worath of IN 
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| 4h 7. Do not therefore — partchery with then, 
, mare in the guilt of 

ſuch Men, — — e 
Tommitting 


8. For, conſider, how 8. For ye == — ue 
as children 
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; : (For all manner 9. (For the fruit ere. 
: Fs Sc. are righteouſneſs, and truth, ) > ono 6! 
the Effects, which the 3 
Graceof the Holy Spirit i expeted toproduee in your Minds and © Comverlet 


gat 10. Thus it is, that. 10. Proving what is a bees e ado TT the or 8 
you muſt ſtudyand ſhew | | 
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T\HE Chapter next before had concluded with an 
1 Exhortation to Meekneſs, and Charity, and Par- 
Y of i injuries; enforced with a Motive, , , _ 
taken from the Remembrance of God's 2 * .. 
Goodneſs in forgiving us. This Argu- . 

ment will offer itſelf to aurCenfidecatiots- ny. 
' hercafter. The Obligation we lie under to imitate 
ſuch Goadneſs, is, in the beginning of this Chapter, 
farther urged, from the Relation, which already is 
and conſequently, the Reſemblance there ought to be, 
between Gypd and Us, conſidered in the Capacity of 
Father and Children. The force of that Conſideration 
hath been formerly treated of. To Ano- . 
ther, which — it here, I ſhall ſpeak Ke Ovid! 
| my briefly, and then proceed to ſome 

OE ares intended to make a Sub- 
my preſent Diſcourſe. 

p 25 content then with the ſingle Example of God | 
the Father's Love in forgiving, the Apoſtle propoſes 
for our Pattern, that alſo of God the Son, in offer- 
ing himſelf a Sacrifice, thereby to purchaſe this For- 
giveneſs for us. And what were We, that ſo mar- 
 rellous an Inſtance of Kindneſs and Conde ſoenſion 
ſhould be exhibited in our Favour? And what was 
He, that He ſhould vouchſafe that Favour? We Crea- 
wres, Sinners, Enemies, Rebels; He our Crestor, our 
Langiver, our Benefactor, our Lord. We conſequent- 
had all the Unworthineſs, He all the Provocation, 
Tk habitual Diſobedience, and Ingratitude, and Ob- 
3 | | 2 5 ſtinacy 


OE | 
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ſtinacy could create. If then this Perſon, ſo far Sy. 
perior, ſo juſtly incenſed, did not only remit, but, 
at the Expence of infinite Afflictions and Sufferingy 
of Agonies, and Blood, and Life it ſelf, expiate the 
very Sins, by which himſelf was injured : How can 
We infiſt upon rigorous Terms of Satisfaction, with 
thoſe, between whom and our Selves there can be no 
thing like to, either the Diſtance and Dignity of the 
Party offended, or the number and quality of the 
Offences committed? But eſpecially, In regard this 
Divine Perſon Submitted to be Sacrificed, not for 
You, or Me, or'a Few only, but for all Mankind and, 
by ſo doing, is become their common Saviour, does 
not diſdain to call them all Brethren, is Their Myſti- 
cal Head, and They his Members, provided They 
accept the Terms of this Saving Union; How can 
We purſue with our angry Reſentments, thoſe who 
are now parts of Him; and who, for His Sake, if not 
for their own, have a right to all our Charity? He 
died not only as our Ranſom, but as our Example; 
35 oe and tis St. John's Inference, Hereby per. 

ct tive we the love of God, becauſe be laid 
down his life for Us, and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren. And, if the Obligation run ſo high; 
if even that, which Nature hath made deareſt to us 
all, muſt not be thought too coſtly a Proof of our 
Kindneſs, when a proper Occaſion ſhall demand it of 
us: Let Them reflect, what account they can give of 
themſelves, and whether that be Chriſtian Charity, 
which refuſes to Sacrifice a Paſſion, which grudges a 
very little Coft, or Pains, or Condeſcenſion, to the 
Eaſe and Benefit of an Offending, or a Needy Brother, | 
Nay, let them think, how, at the laſt great Day, 
they ſhall be able to hear the Upbraidings of a Judge, 
| who hath declared, he places to his own Account all 


Acts of Mercy and Kindneſs to theſe Brethren ; and 


yet could obtain no manner of Requital, from ſuch in- 
| N ſenlüible 


on and Scandal they are to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
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ſenſible Wretches, for his own unexampled Bounty. 
& much, indeed a great deal more, there is in that 
ſhort Exhortation, Walk in love, as Chriſt _ 22 
4% bath loved us, and hath given himſelf 3 
far us, an Offering and Sacrifice to God, for a feet 
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The remainder of this day's Epiſtle is, in the gene- 
ral Deſign and Subſtance, much the ſame with That, 
read lalt Sunday. The Vices he would correct or 

revent, the ſame. The Arguments to deter Men 
rom them, the ſame. So that my Reader may, if 
his Memory ftand in need, be there refreſhed, as to: 
the nature of the Crimes. And for the Contradicti-. ” 


. 


not only That, but the ſeveral Dif- _ _ _ 
courſes "I referred to, have prevented 3 4 
me in the main Argument of the Scrip- . fe Epi- 
ture now in hand. Mean while the Dann 
gers and the Temptations in this Particular Caſe are 
ſo exceeding great, that our Church hath thought 
Precept upon Precept little enough : and ſo to preſs 
the Matter upon our Conſciences, as to diſcharge 
che Office of a careful and tender Mother, by guard- 
ing all her Children againſt the very Approaches 
o the Enemy. To which purpoſe I take thoſe Rules 
for Converſation to be of ſingular uſe, which may 
be drawn from the 4th and 1 1th Verſes here, ſome- 
what to each whereof I ſhall ſet my ſelf to ſay at this 
T SD, ofut-1; dal wt 
After having, at the 3d Verſe, utterly exterminated 
Forntation and all Uncleanneſs in Practice, the Apoſtle 
roceeds, at the Ath to paſs the ſame Sentence upon 
4 =p = and FEE, Talking, and Jefting, as things 
ale difagreeable to the Character of Chriſtians. A 
kaution highly reafonable and neceſſary, upon the fol- 
lowing Accounts. „ of CHITO DILOD TL bo 
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. If we conſider the uſe * Speech in general. J A 
Prerogative. 8 to Mankind, and fitted for. the 
Benefit and mfort of a Creatrre formed for Socie. 
ty. By this we tranſmit' to others, with great Faſe 
and F KA yo and Exactneſs, rhe Thoughts of our own 
Mind; and become capable of diffuſing the Riches of 
that Knowledge in a Moment, .the gathering whereof 
may have coſt us the Pains and Study of many Year, 
And to ſuch Purpoſes no doubt it was, that the Gi- 
ver of this Faculty deſigned it ſhould be employed; 
the ſetting net . e ( oy: which reaſon ſome 
uppoſe to have given to the 
nr Tongue the Titles of bis Glory, and the 
beſt Member that be had) The Inſtruction of our Bre- 
chren, ng A chr their Virtue. Hence St. Pay, 
=” in the'4th of this Epiſtle, requires, that 
All our Converſation ſhould” be «difying; 
at leaſt wot: corrupt, but the innocent Entertainment 
of thoſe, with w am we converſe; that ſo the Power 
granted us of making other People wiſer and better, 
may not be ſo far perverted, as to render them the worſe, 
For this were ſuch a Reproach and Affront to our 
Ml/jzker, ſuch vile Ingratitude to ourbous- 
a tiful BenefaQtor, as a Learned Jew not 
C.s iunfitly compares to that Difingenuity of 
| the Maelites heretofore; Who, forget- 
ting 8 and why, it came into their Hands, pro- 
faned that r and Silver, which the Bleſſing of the 
net 5. 8, © ©- true God had multiplied, by melting it 
#5, dyn into Images, and devoringirtothe 
Service and Worhip of 
2. The reaſonableneſs of this Caition- will farther 
appear to us, if we reflect at all upon the Miſchiefs, | 
that follow upon che abuſe of Speech. I ſpeak not 
now of thoſe, which the Sin of it draws upon the 
Gully Perſon himſelf, but of ſuch, as fall upon 
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indeed are infinite. For with the ſame eaſe are both 
and evil Notions conveyed, but by no means 
doth with the ſame Efficacy and Succeſs. To fix the 
Good, and form our Acquaintance into our Virtues 
aud commendable Diſpoſitions, aſks L. abour, and 
Skill, and a world of Management and Addreſs : Be- 
cauſe we have a natural Corruption to work againſt, 
and many Prejudices to diſlodge, before we can get 
acceſs- to them. But the Evil find us diſpoſed and 
ready to their hand; Our Hearts are open, our Af- 
ſections meet them half way; and all Impreſſions are 
quickly made, and hardly defaced, which flatter Ap- 
| petite, ſtrike in with Inclination, and promote the 
Gratifications of Fleſn and Senſe. Experience daily 
fhews, how much eaſier it is to debauch a Man, and 
unſettle all his right Principles; than it is, to reform 
him; and clear him of thoſe, that are corrupt. The 
Former may be effected by Sport and Diverſion, The 
Latter is Buſineſs, and requires much Application. 
In order to This, he muſt think and be ſerious ; For 
That, it ſuffices that he do not think at all. The Sal- 
lies of a ſmart but undi ſciplined Wit ſerve to laugh 
Men out of their Sobriety and Religion. Nay even 
| an uncommon Expreſſion, that makes up in Confi- 
dence and Surprize, what it wants in Wit, is often 
able to expoſe the beſt and moſt Sacred, and to re- 
commend the worft and vileft things; to wound a 
Neighbour's Reputation mortally, or to diminiſh the 
Reverence due to God himſelf. So dangerous are all 
Affectations of this kind, to ingratiate our ſelves to 
dur Company, at the expence of Piety, or Juſtice, 
Sober Senſe, or Good Manners. Of ſo pernicious In- 
livence thoſe Liberties, which are apt to ſtick by 
Them, that hear and ſee them taken ; to draw them 
tilt to Liking; and then to Imitation. And there- 
lore, to all, who retain any Belief and Apprehenſion 
of a Future Judgment, ſo dreadful muſt appear the 
If mY 1 . a | 2 4 7 Can- 


” 
A 
N at as 

__ 


y 


1 TrizD Bonvay 5 Vai | 


— — of  enflaming our own Account, b 
Addition of thoſe Sins in others, which ſuch 2 
_ ation hath inſpired, or, encouraged, + For, by thu 
making Our Manners, Theirs, we bave in pro 
* Their Guilt; and made Tat to became 
3. But, Thirdy, This. Guile and; Nangerthath ſome 
Circumſtances of Aggraxation, peculiar to the Caſe 
now under debate. St. Paul, who, in other Inſtances 
adviſes to ſtand our Ground againſt Temptations, and 
fight it out manfully,. hath counſell d his Son 7; mmothy 
to ee from youthful Luſts. Tho reaſon for preſcribing 
10 different a Method, ſeems to be, that the Enemy, 
in this Attack, is favoured by ſo ſtrong a party'with- 
in, that the ſafeſt Courſe is to ſave. our ſelves. not by 
a formal Repulſe, but by giving bim a Diverſion: 
Hence Solitude, and even Religious Retirementz 
have ſometimes been, found a leſs powerful Defence, 
than Buſineſs and Company. But then that Compaaj 
muſt not be ſuch, as ſhallr repeat and double our Ni- 
culty, by ſtrengthening the P oiſon, inſtead of prove: 
ing our Antidote. And indeed that Company muſt 
de very ill choſen, which does ſo. Nature ſeems to 
have left us ſufficient; directions in this Matter; and, 
by confining ſome neceſſary Actions, to Places of Se · 
crecy and Darkneſs, to ſay, that every thing relating 
to them ſhould be ke F .Cloſe in Silence, The 
e Learned Ralhi, quoted juſt now, makes 
aim, v | it an Intimation, how hateful an:Obice- 
pity is to God, that in the nage: taught his on 
People, there are no Words expreſſing, either zhoſe 
rts, or the Uſes ſerved by them, which Modeſty 
la bours to conceal fror common Sight, but all cheſe 
85 are ſignified by | urative and transfer'd Senſes, 
95 ords, that literally have a Sound perfectiy in- 
5 And not. He only, but the Heathen Oratar, 
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"oohers, who took upon them to vindicate the pro- 
m—_ uſe of all Words, And confined Tu oe 
and Indecency to Things and Actions only.  He.re- 
reſents them, in this regard, as contrary to Nature 
Fealecters and Affronters of the civilized _ _ 


of Mankind; Scoffers at Diſtincti- S. Pe 
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ons, which are of infinite uſe. to preſer re 


Modeſty and Decency in the World; and not to be 
overturned. by a Sophiſm ſo. weak, as that of nothing 
deing unfit for one to relate, that is not unfit to do. He 
urges, that the unfitneſs of ſome Actions depends up- 
on the Manner, not the Fact; and Thoſe, which pri- 
racy. acquits from Blame, the publication of may be 
excceding-blameable. A Notion not poſſible to have 
obtained ſo univerſally, if it had not been founded in 
Nature; and the obvious reaſon: of Things. Which, 
in reſpect to our Pre · eminence above Brutes, and be- 
cauſe dur Excellence conſiſts in the Operations of the 
Rational Mind, hath led us to conſult the Dignity of 
our Gpertes, by induſtriouſly concealing thoſe Pleaſures 
and Appetites, common to Us with Them; and there- 
fore-Matcer of Shame, to Creatures who have, tho? 
none to ſuch who have not, Faculties, and Enjoyments, 
nobler than Thoſe of Senſe. This were good Reaſon - 
ing; if the Matter needed it. But indeed the Bluſhes, 
provaked upon ſuch Occaſions, infer a natural Aver- 
ſon; prevent our arguing upon the Point, and ſeem 
to conteſs, that ſome Violence muſt be committed up- 
on our Original Conſtitution, before a Man can either 
dow ſuch Licentiouſneſs in his own Diſcourſe, or en- 
Auch, Can there be a greater Reproach upon us, 
than, that We ſhould not diſcern, by the brighteſt 
Revelation, + what'a Heathen did, by the mere light 
ofReaſon-?\ That he ſhould judge ſo nicely the. De- 
corum-proper for the Character of a Man, and We ſo 
Mie regard what becomes that of à Chriſtian ? Sues 
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our Precepts of the ſtricteſt Charity, which 
even to purity of Tie Our . of 29 
ſter and Saviour, who, though he diſdained not © 
take our Fleſh, yet took it not after the ordinary 
panner. : Our Diſcoveries of a future and immorty 
State, here even the moſt innocent Appetites of thi 
kind ſhall ceaſe; ought to convince the Subjects to ſuch 
Laws, che Servants of ſuch a Lord, and the Hein of 
ſuch an Eternity, that the ftridteft Rules of Mode 
Would be their Meafure. And, that Their W 
and Actions ſhould all carry fach an Air of Innocence 
and Gravity 3 as may not only keep them from giving 
Offence, but procure to Them, and their Profeſſion, 
Neſpect and Veneration from all, with whom they con- 
// tr DR PID oro 4 TD 
The Force of what hath been faid upon this Subjed, 
I ſuppoſe will without great difficulty be allowed me, 
All Perſons of Morality and tolerable Underſtand- 
' Ing, fo far as thoſe two Words Filtbmeſs and Focljß 
talking are concerned; which may feem to denote ſuch 
- coarſe Ribaldry, and barefaced Lewdnefs, as few arr 
capable” of hearing patiently. * But for the ird d 
£5291» Fefteng, there may be ſome Doubt. The 
me, rather, becauſe This is ſo requiſite, to 
++ > »  feafon our Conveſation with Mirth. For 
Facetiouſneſs is placed by the Philoſopher in the rank 
of Virtues; as a commendable” Meuium, between Mo- 
foſeneſs and Ruſticity in One Extreme, and Inſipid ot 
I manner'd Scurrility and Abuſiveneſs in the Other. 
For clearing this Objection Two things ſhould be ob 
ſerved. The One, relating to the more reſtrained, the 
Ogre erage general, Senſe of the 

%% / // cc AE bs 
. Now, Firſt, the Word, I take it, in the Paſſage 
we are upon, carries a particular and reſtrained Senſe, 
uch, as the Company we find it in, ſufficiently de- 
termmes. And thus it makes no difference wer 
| orme!, 
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as to the Subſtance of the Things ſpoken; but 

{think it very evident, that This is at leaſt as much 

to be declined. AS either 'of- the Other. At | leaſt; 1 


e Fer our Diſcourſe is Criminal, not according 


o the Sound, Words ſtrikce upon the Ear, but accor- 
ug to the Images they awaken in our Minds. When 
therefore the Matter and Deſigu is obſcene; the 
note artful the Diſguiſe is, the more miſchief it 
des, It inſinuntes Laſciviouſneſs with more Conſi- 
llncommonneſs of its Wit, engages the Fancy by be- 
ng drefs'd up cleaner in Ambiguities, and puts us off 
our Guard, by ceaſing to give manifeſt Offence. Phe 
Harm then is greater, and the Corruption more ſuc- 
ccfhful; when: the Poiſon is gilded over. And much 
betten it were, that thoſe things could not be ſpoken 
without cliſpleufing us, which hurt not, when they 
not pleaſe ; and are in truth not fit ever to be ſpo- 
len at all. ee wk o NEON 
+ 2/But,: Secondly, Take this Word "Fefting in its ge- n 
neral Im e, and thus it may be, and often is, ſo 
auer d, as to be by no means unlawful, or any way 
wbecoming. a Chriſtian. For Religion does not 
change us from being Men. We have ſtill the ſame 
natural Weakneſſes, are ſtill as unable to bear conti- 
Labour, either of Mind or Body: And therefore 
ve have ſtill the ſame need to unbend the one, and 
recreate:the other. And, What Method fo effectual, 
what Pleaſure ſo truly Manly, can we take on theſe 
Oecaſions, as the harmleſs Mirth of an ingenious Con- 
rerlation; and the Salt of a facetious Wit, to refreſh 
ad quicken us? To ſuppoſe Men obliged always to 
de upon the Serious and Diſmal, were to charge Chri- 
lunity with the hardſhip of bereaving them of one of 
lie moſt valuable Comforts of Life. To admit Laugh- 
« ones ſelf, or to provoke it in our Brethren; - — 
Binz e o 
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below the Character of the Graveſt. And Men may ve. 
ry innocently be as facetious as they pleaſe, provided 
the Subject they chooſe be fit, the Deſign armleſz 
the Time ſeaſonable, the Meaſure moderate; that they 
remember Jeſting may be good Diverſion, but cannot 
he good Buſineſs; and that nothing is truly Wit, or 
ought to pleaſe, which would entertain us, to the pte 
judice of God or our Neighbour, of Religion or Jy: 
Mice, of Modeſty or Good - manners. 
I have now done with this part of my Diſcourſe; af. 
ter entreating my Reader, ſeriouſſy to conſider the 
Matter of it; to beware, that in theſe Reſpects he of- 
lend not with his Tongue; and earneſtly: to implore 
the aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, for avoiding the horrible 
Vullt of cheriſhing in himſelf, or raiſing in others, ſuch 
Ideas and Deſires, as require our utmoſt care to ſubdue 
and lay them to ſleep: and for adorning the Doctrine 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by ſuch communication, a 
may miniſter Profit to the Hearers. To which End, 
Lei it pleaſe thee, O Lord, to ſet a Watch before all out 
mouths, and keep" the door of our IIb. 
II. The Other Head, I propoſed:to treat of, is That 
Duty, enjoin'd by the Apoſtle at the 11th Verſe, Have 
10 fellowſhip with'the unfruitful works of darkneſs," but 
rather reprove them.” By having no fellowſhip with ſuch 
Works I preſume a great deal more to be meant, than 
not living in the Habit, or under the Power of them, 
nay or even than not complying with the Temptation 
n, and: not committing them in our iown Perſons. 
Something, which may declare our diſſike and abher. 
tente of them, and probably all, that the following 
particulars e eee, N01{t2 a vyevts 2110 
Phe keeping aloof off from, and; as much à8 the 
Condition of our Affairs will permitz ſhunning the 
Oonverſation, and intimate Acquaintanct of '{candd 
_ Joufly' Wicked: Men. This indeed, comſide ring how 
nick the Infection ſpreads, is adviſable for the {6 
= : 2 
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cutity of our own Virtue. And in that «SRO 
card. it hath been urged heretofore. 5% 93 * 
The End I now mention it for, is the pany,” 2 2 
dileountenancing of Vice, ſhaming E, irc 
into better Manners, and making them ſenſible, that 
the giving open Scandal by a profligate Life is an In- 
jury and Affront to good Men, which every one is 
concerned to reſent. We do not by any means anſwer 
the intent of outward Reſpects, and particular Endear- 
ments, if we do not make them Diſtinctions of Vir- 
we and Vice. Nor do we ſufficiently, arm our Bre- 
thren againſt the malignant Influence of a Bad Exam- 
ple, except we let Them ſee our Value for Virtue, 
and our Averſion to Vice; by the choice of our Friend- 
lips, and the delights of our Intimacies being confin- 
ed to Good Men: and be never entring into the like 
coſe Amities with Bad Men, farther than Relation, 
or Gtatitude, or ſome temporal warrantable Canſide- 
ation, or a Proſpect of doing ſuch Perſons Service, in 
order to Foc Amendment, ſhall induce us. None of 
theſe, rightly underſtood, break in upon this Rule. 
For the Reſt are Acts of Neceſſity, not Choice: The 
Laſt indeed is choſen, but choſen, as an Act of Cha- 
%% ũ TJ—J—y2ĩ IT TERED 17, © 
2. Therefore Another Inſtance of having no fellow- 
ip with works of Darkneſs, is, When the Perſons of [1] 
Men cannot, or ought not to be declined, yet that we 
then be ſure to order Matters ſo, that it may plainly 
| appear, their Wickedneſs hath no part of our Favour 
and Approbation; and that They themſelves, if this 
were removed, would be yet more dear and valua- 
ble in our Eſteem. Complacency in other People's 


Faults is always a Crime. And in Some Caſes it maß 


happen to draw a greater Guilt upon the Delighter 
0, than upon the Committer of, them. As, to in- 
lance in the Subject we have juſt been conſidering; 
dus of Uncleanneſs are the Effect of natural * 
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ſions, and very firong Pathons./ The ftronger e 
tis ſure, we are bound to ſer againſt them. Bir ftil 
here may be the Suddenneſs, or the Violence, "of 4 
Temptation, though not reſiſted as it ſhould have 
been. But now, when a Perſon” entertains Other, 
with his Lewdneſs, and when thoſe Others think 
themſelves entertained by it; This is all done in cod 
Blood, This argues a Wretched vation of the 
Will, a Man more loſt to Modeſty and Chaſtity, and 

more habitual Impurity, than a fingle Ack of be 
Degree. And it ſeems very reaſonable to believe) that 
many Sinners, in common account more” infamay,, 
ſhall And it much more tolerable at the Day of 
ment, than thoſe obſcene and filthy Wretches, whoſe 
Tongues and Ears are defiled, if their Bodies be tbr 
Theſe Perſons/are not one whit the lefs impure] he 
cauſe, did they abſtain upon a Principle, (calf it Re. 
ligion, Honour, what you will) the ime is of equd 
force, to breed a diſeuſt to all open breaches upon He. 
cency and Modeſty. That they no farther, 
may be from fear of Shame, or iſcaſe,' or the like: 
And for this Reſtraint they have their Reward. But 
that they go ſo far, is a plain Evidence of a Conſcience 
greatly milinformed, or̃ greatly defiled. For the de⸗ 
lighting in another's Sin is fo far from rendring it 

none to us; that St. Paul puts this laſt, as the higheſ 

: ton of the Heathen World's 9 

F 5 Nn do knowing the ent of G 
P= Rom, | 32 "they who: comm ich rs ar 'evorthy of 

9 —— ny onh Go tbe eme, but bave Pere in them N 
Mean whale ink Dinike of other People's Witked 
71 walker though: common to all who are truly good, 
muſt be content with fuch Expreſſions] and ourward 
Indications, as are proper and practicable. ' Where 
Cucumſtances will bear it, Reproof, Friendly Ad- 
een. or Authoritative Rebukes, are highly ex- 
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pedient. Where they will not, we muſt have re- 
core to a forbidding Look, a Silence marking Sor- 
ow or Diſpleaſure, withdrawing from the Corn pan 
of ſome ſuch Teftimony of being ill at caſe, as a NT 
und Good Man will find always at hand, and chuſe, 
1 Pious but diſcreet Zeal ſhall direct. 
3. But Thirdly, There is one ſort of Reproof, which 
no — int of Circumſtances can put out of our 
power, and it ſeems to have been That, which this 
el had chiefly in view, The diſclaiming all Fel- 
— 1 2 with tbe Works of Darttneſs, by the Light of a 
good Example. For, it is here, as with thoſe Metaphors | 
made uſe of to denote them, that a Bad Example is 
never fo effectually expoſed, nor the Deformity and 
Odiouſneſs of it fo manifeſtly detected, as when ſet in 
| Oppoſition to, and illuſtrated by, a Good one. Now 
tis Reproof, as it is a Duty indifpenſable in the Per- 
| fon/ giving, fo is it unexceptionable, and can create no 
NReſentment, in the Perſons on whom it falls. The 
eſs, becauſe it is not particularly directed to This 
or That Man, but general, and intended for all that 
-need it. The lefs ſtill, becauſe impoſſible to pro- 
crecd from Envy, or Malice, or Peeviſhneſs, and a 
deſire to find fault; as other Reproofs may, often 
00% and, when they do not, are at leaſt accuſed of 
daingsſo,- the better to elude the force, and defeat 
lee intentled effect of them. But This is not only a 
Rebuke, but a Guide, and an Encouragement, to all 
that obſerve it. It ſnews them the Way, goes before 
them im it, proves the poſſibility of Obedience," and 
beats Men off from all thoſe fond Pretences of Duties 
"difieule" on im practicable, from whence they ſeek 
I rgtection for their Hypocriſy, or their Slothl. It 
proves the Perſon's Sincerity, and thus recommends 
him to Imitation; and, where: there is an opportuni- 
ty -for-arguing, it perſuades and convinces, above 
all the Rhetorick in che W That can but de- 
i 2 ſcribe, 


175 

in 
7 0 
| CON the el 
Lovelinęſs of Religion, ke alle oh n 88 120 Ke 
4. Particularly in the Furth place, . 
. Jeniable Evidence, that the Good Mani bath 10 fellow 
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* Effe&tito che Legal, in the Compariſon at! 
9 and Fourteenth V erles; ; T will ended 
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bav.Point, and then draxr toward a Congly- 
don of this Difcourie. Ha | 


The Law of Moſes then mcc iche Ab- 


tatedly, and e ee ec! ively, and 
nit Myſtical, Meanipg., According to the Former, Its 


Promiſes anc hefe one are merely Temporal, Its 


(ceremonies, Conditions of attaining the One, Andi eſ- 


cteying the Other; as the Qbſervance or. Neglect of 


Them kept up, or forfeited, a right of Communion in 
Thoſe Ordinances. According to the Latter, Eternal 
Fnefits, and Puniſhments were implied, under the Ex- 
geſbons of Temporal z and thus the Outward Ceremo- 
ie were Types of, and Admonitions to, inward Vir- 


uence, upon the Perſons heretofore obliged by chem: 
Bit, we allow, them ſuch, as bears Proportion to this 
Txofoid Character, in which they, ſtogd. The Impu- 
es contracted, in Violation of the Law, plainly drew 
0 adouble-Inconvenjence. One, that the Unclean in- 
rec the Wrath of God, and the Sentence of Death, 
ere and bereafter 3 Not only their Bodies, but, their 
Conſciences, were defiled, by Acts, which, in that State 
things, were appointed Terms of Salvation and God's 
Favour; The Other, that, as a mark of preſent Disfa- 
or, they ſtood incapable of Communion, either Civil 


„ SD © &.- '& 


deffeftually taken off, by thoſe reſpective Rites and 

ice, Which the Law preſcribed in ſughCaſes. 
ey were reſtored to the . or the City: the Ta- 
nzcle'or the Temple, to all the Benefits and Advan- 
Naexpreſsly contracted for, by that Covenant, But, as 


us Conſcience, delivering from Death Spiritual, and, 


bi Conſequence,of Sin 
ohen of rhe Heavenly e Lies wa ene 


wes. We do not therefore, by calling Theſe Shadows 
wn Figures, take from them all Manner of Efficacy and 


ne myſtical and more valuable Part, the purging of 


forgiven, qualifying them fora 
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for a nobler Sacrifice; a Blood better than that of 
Soats and Calves: Yet ſtill a Blood, figured and repre: 


- 


- ſented by, and virtually ſhed in, Theirs. Hence the 
x Apoſtle tells his Coloffians, thoſe Ordinan- 
Dew; © ces were a ſhadow of things to come, but the 
Bad is of Chriſt. So far then, as they contributed to 
the Reconciliation of Offenders, ſo far they did not 
work by any inherent and eſſential, but by a derived 
and relative, Power. The Virtue and Acceptance of 
the Type was entirely owing to its Antitype; For all 
the bloody Sacrifices prefigured the Offering of the Buy 
"of Feſus once for all. Nay, even thoſe Temporal Ad- 
Vantages, which were actually ſaved to them, or reco- 
" vered, by their Sacrifices, were intended to typify 
ſuch as are Spiritual and Eternal. So perfectly figy- 
rative was their whole Oeconomy, fo induſtriouſlycon- 
trived for Service and Subordination to the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation; that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the Law was lit- 
tile elſe than the Goſpel typified, the Goſpel was the 
"Law explained and accompliſhed. And the Difference 
between them is like that, which diſtinguiſhes Shadow 
from Subſtance; Clearnefs from Obſcurity, and Pro- 
ſpect from Poſſeſſion. 75 „ 
I only add an earneſt Exhortation, that Two Exprel- 
ſions in the Epiſtle for this Day may be heedfully attend 
2.1. e to. The One, that they who are called, 
"5 __ (effetually ſo, byobeying that Call) are 
the Perſons faid to receive the eternal Inheritance. The 
n Other, That the Blood of Cbriſ purges cn 
iin, Con sciences from dead Works to ſerve thelv 


in God. By Both is meant, that even ſuch an Hig 
Prieſt, and ſuch a Sacrifice, will not ſave Them, whe 

take no care to ſave themſelves. But, as the Jcwiſb Rite 
reſtored Men to the Temple, and capacitated them fo 
frequenting Religious Worſhip; ſo the Chriſtian Expia 
tion is an Encouragement to, à Comfort in, an Aſſu 
trance that we ſhall be accepted by, our Service 5 
#4 4 ; ION 
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by no means a Diſpenſation from it. Were it not for 


) this; our Endeavours muſt be fruitleſs, and, no won- 
cer, if we turn deſperate : But the Knowledge of an 
x WM Atonement. made, baniſhes our Terrors, frees us from 
al that Conſternation and Confuſion, which the Senſe 
be WW of Guilt; and the Fears of Vengeance naturally create. 
to This inſpires Life and Vigor into our Undertakings. 
ot for nothing is fo powerful a Motive 10 be ſtedfaſt, un- 
0 moveable,” always abounding in the Work of the Lord, as 
the being perfectly ſatisfied, that our Labour is not in 
aan in the Lord. And this is directly our Caſe. Live 
ly without Sins we could not; Make Satisfaction to the 
i pheiice of God for our Sins we could not: And there- 
„bee God hath: done this for us, and without us, by 
bpoeiding himſelf a Lamb that taketh away the. Sins of 


the World.” That which is left ſtill upon our Hands, 
ze cannot indeed do without God, but he hath pro- 
miſed to do this for us too: Yet, fo to do it for us, as 
wo it with us, and in us, and by us. And how ſhall 
we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Salvation? How ill do 
we anſwer the End of this Sacrifice, which was to pu- 
h a peculiar: People, zealous-of good Works, if we turn 
"the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, and render it an 
Occaſion of Security and wicked Preſumption? Let 
u remember, the Deſign of our Church was, by. ſuch 
ſupporting Account of our High Prieſt and his Sacri- 
"fice, to raiſe our Spirits under thoſe Dejections, into 
ich our Sorrow for Sin is preſumed at preſent to 
lave ſunk them; To bring us to the Diſpoſition of 
"thoſ®honeſt Debtors, who, the more they are forgiv- 
1 the more they love; And we know what Judg- 
ment muſt needs be made, what Proofs, expected of 
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danse WO Shes we of ther Abrahan, which 
8 ones yk 45 12 "ond f th re are dead: uubom makeft thou 
ker 5 Sifu anfeperad, If I If 1 lows Ane boner i 
"on 2 very vain . moths {ſs it is my 2 * that bogoureth ne, oof whom Je 

able, but. ſay, be is your & 8 
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| 5015 e 8 137% Then ſaid the Fetus unto bim, Thou neff 
N 15 bo EY years, 2 and 5 vine ten Abrabam ? 
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s th Death of our Bleed Saviour is the Spit ng 
from whence = dur Hopes arid! Ge 
pineſs and Mercy flow; arid as the End of His 9 1755 
ings 18 the Benefit of a May, ; fo the Manhier 
tioſe Sufferings is ſikewiſe 1 of ed to dur Sd. py 
d; not the laft black 
bene alone, but thoſe many Ane e Patlages oF hi 
Life, in Fick! he endured err Contr aditton* of Somers 
aint himſelf the Goſpel for this Day ma) yell de- 


| 5 its faite in Ur en, Thus the Church' riſes 


gradually; the Hi Nac Patt, from 0! TORE 
tis facred I a. to — Violence, which Was per ni 
ted to take Effect: Tithe Inſtructive Part, | from 4 Pat- 
ein of reproached and PS ghred Innocence, to Ono 
thun to the \ ve cath, and Fe ging g even 
Hod, when God and Dur: call. This I conce ive the 
. Peſign of, t 4 the proper Method; for, improving 
15 Tk read in your Ears this Day. And there- 


— ſhall be,” Firſt, 10 repreſent our Sag | 


reds be tu upon this Occaſion; And Then, I 
nance” oY uk fear Virtocs, deducible Bahr 
thehcs;” 43 would nts our Lives, if well obſetved, 

when it is Our Lot to fall under the like Cireum Rances. 
And Fir „We — „throug ' the Manag zement of 


this whole Affait, ob erve 4 Divine Prikdents: in re- 


ſtaininßg at fotlie agnes, and expr reffing at Others, the 


8 Th gnation dur Lord conceaved, at the Malice a nd | 
8 of e E 5 = dy Or the we have 4 re- 


Wes * *— markable 


Hr 


rt 


2 kahle Pattern in the — made to en Wed 
art a Samaritan and haſt a Devil, The Repmacb 
Le was one of the laſt Affronts at that᷑ time 

being paſſed upon any Man. It ſpoke him 
192 — and Schiſmatick, and, according to the Term 
hat People then ſtood upon with the ems, every 
thing that was odious and deſpicable. Yet all this is only 
a due by Silence, az not worthy. our Lord's Notice. 
B 9 5 Een wen draw down 
of his | IG And. therefore this. was fit, na pit 
Vas neceſſary, to be confuted. And upon that Pain 
© condeſcends.to reaſon. with them. Hence we:may 
n hoy. to diſtinguiſh Injuries, and bow we ſhould 
tion our Reſentments, according to the diffe- 
nt; Sorts. and Conſequences. of them. Where the 


5 
50 


vocation is private, and terminates in our ſelves; It 
lark of a great and Chriſtian Mind, to put it up, 
15 Uly. 15 reprove it. But where it reaches farther, 
and wounds N Where, Truth and Goodneſz ar 
af. at through our Side; Silence is Tamenels there. 
or then the Cauſe ceaſes to be our own. God's Gloty, 
d-t 14 of Mankind, are concerned, in the 
Na ip AQ due t to Virtue and Religion; And that, which 
155 is hone. of C Ours, we.ought not to recede from, nor can 
we give it. up, without committinga Fault. Well were 
i if this Rule were duly. thought on, and punctualy 
ot ſerved, Then we ſhould ſee a Stop put to Prophane- 


5 s, and: all wicked Railleries upon Holy Things. Theſe 
wou Id not. n ſuch a triumphant Boldneſa, beuttered, 
n eſteemed a part of Mirth and Wit in Converſation; 
it e not. as wickediy received and applauded. 
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d his — as if Theſe were' fir for Doch 


un to fürniſſi Matter for a keen and ſaucy Jeſt. As if 
the Holineſs of the Moſt High might be 7 to 
moſt i contumelious Uſage ; while hat the proffi- 
e Wretches falſely call their own Honour, muſt be 
kered and inviolable, and, like the Ark of old, not 
uche, but upon pain of Death. So contradictions, it 
tems, are the N. Notions ſome Men now have, of con- 
Treatment, to thoſe of our Great Maſter. Sg 
diferent-their Deportment under it. He generouſſy dif- 
dined the Infamies levelled at Himfelf; and His un- 

en Innocence 2 him the Advantage of doing it 
| Others, perhaps, are the more impatient: 


— They feel leſs concern for the Vindicating One, 
hom the moſt blaſphemous Falſhoods cannot hurt, 
ban for themſelves, whoſe Impurities are already fo foul 
nd black, as not to bear Freedom and bold Truths. 

hut Serondy, Our Saviour's Example here inſtructs 


walſo, how to proceed in that Defence, which God 


ad Religion require from Us. For thoſe very things, 
which we may, nay which we are bound to vindicate, 
ae not to be vindicated after every Manner. Some 
Order, and proper Meaſures are to be obſerved, even in 
the moſt Lawful, the moſt neceſſary Returns, to thoſe 


that abuſe and traduce them. And for This, Chriſt's 
aun Words ate a Pattern ſufficient, to as man as are 


cantent-fo conſider, and be guided by them. Jeſus au- 
futed, I lav not a Devil, but I bonour my Father, and 
Je de "diſhonour me. Herein he only clears himſelf from 
their wieked Suggeſtions, with all the Mildneſs, that 


became his Character, and the Juſtneſs of his Cauſe. As 


in other the like Occaſions we find him returning cool 
Neaſon to their Rage, and barely expoſing the Abſurdj- 


ty, the Impoſſibility, of their Charge againſt bim; ; the 
inconſiſtence-of- his Actions with their blaſphemous | 


Thoughts; And even, when the Treschery of a * 
navy a 


— becauſe' Guilt, and Self. condemnation give it 


— — 
A — 
Fhdvocatioi';* be chlges 795 Ferfidfcufbefs and ligt 
tude, with this ſoft Rebuke only, das, be 
abe don of Nun with a Ki; Sg 9 
vd from his Practice, for that Clamour and Bitternet 
that furious and wild Paſſion, to which Men hi 
themſelves licenſed,” when their Own, or God's Cai 
has drawn them into Diſpute. The ſpightful Recht 
nations, the induſtrieus and ſtudied Abuſes, and all the 
refined Arts of Railing and Ridiculing, 'by which' they 
endeavour to diſtinguiſh their Farts, or "their Zeal; may 
Perhaps ſerve to recommend them to an ignorant or 
A ill natured World But ſurely theſe Men knowmt 
what Spirit they ars bf. They 105 t that, this is the 
Effect of Pride, and Envy, and Contention; Not any 
part of Chriſtiani iy, Not any Reſemblance ofi its Meek, 
its Divine Author; Not any Advantage to the Truth, 
which, in the Eten of G04 Peo le, rather fuffer 
by ſuch Indecencies and Indiſeretions. For, it is not 
without ſome Difficulty,” that an Arcane can deliver 
it ſelf from the Averfions, which rinbetoming © Treat. 
ment, and ungoverned Paſſion, raiſe againſt it. And 
moſt ſeaſonable, upen theſe Occafions, is that Advice 
of St. ee That even then, when we are feoift to ſpeał, 
de ſhould be flow to wrath 3 'remembring 
James iss. "that the wrath of Man 'woorketh not the 
Righteous of God.” 8 
From the mention of Get Sic Hiding 
himfelf in this Goſpel, we may obſerve the Lawfulneß 
ol avoiding Danger and Perſecution. Which is indeed 
ſo agreeable*to the firſt and fundamental Princip les of 
Human Nature, that it might ſeem im iel and 
tidliculous to propoſe it; Were it not, tha ſome eminent 
Patternsin-An ciquity are highly celebrated, for embrac- 
ing thoſe Cruelties, and encountring thoſe Difficulties, 
which it ſeems to have been in their power to have 
cpo. ved andthis very Saviour, who er left La 
8 | 5 2 
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5 175 le of We wing Front his: e SI de- 
bir Attemvipts ar forite times, did yerofftr and 
| yield 7 o up to do heir Malice at another. So that 
Nera Refult of all This is, That there are ſome 
aliens, in which the Dangers tHat threaten us may 
fairly be dedined; and Othets, wherein, without a 
heath of Pecency and Duty, they cannot. Now, how 
tþ diffingnifh; between rheſe different Cafes, As it is of 
e * Importance, fo is it what the Exam- 
awicur wilt do us no mighty Service in. 
© wh to lay, that we muft follow Him, in endtavour- 
ig to reſcue on ſelves, when it is not agreeable to 
5 urpoſe of God 1. we thould ſuffer ; and We 
beat the brunt of what he fends upon Us, when 
19 e Ns e yould be to fay nothing. For, how 
t Purpoſe of his ? Chriſt indeed, who 
Fas 21 to 71 ch Sectets of Providence, could tell 
E which 1 5 os hour of his Enemies, and the 


arina: We, who are not admitted into 

erious A nk muſt content our ſelves to 

975 9 11 95 Conje &ures. And for the directipg our 
255 in them, "theſe Two Rules may be of ſome 


11 Cy to us. 
"I hatever Difficulty cannot be otherwiſe a- 
voided, than by violating our Confcience, That, we 


are to conclude, God hath called Us to ſuffer. Far, 


+ what the wiſe Son of Sirach hath long ago obſerved, i is 
wiverfally true, That, Ze bath commanded 4 
10 Man 75 d wicked), velther hath o given, 3 
h man licenſe to in. They are only the gnorant, 05 
the Unbelieviog, that fo much as put the Queſtion, 
Bet a known deliberate Crime be allowable for 
owh Prefervation. For, who that has been taught, 
ch chat Heartily entetrains the "Goſpel, can make a 
doubt of it? Who, that hears our Saviour rating the 
Soul Above knie hole World, would think, though it 


* Nel, — When rightly-eftimared, * 
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longing an uncertain Tenure for a a ſhort ſo 
Crag in a State of infinite Change and Tra ) 
Worth giving this in Exchange for ? Who muſt nog ſte, 
at an Eterhi rity of Torments, at leaſt a manifeſt; 5 
.Zard of ehem, is too hard à Condition to cloſe ch, 
ED fl any Terms? Who, that receives the Promiſes f 
FE wich any becoming Degree of Aſſurance,wguld 
Stege to keep the Favour of God, at the Expence of 
"All 'this World can boaſt of, and to truſt him far che 
"Amends to be made in another 2 And if ſo, then, tis 
"certain, 4 Wilful Sin muſt not buy gur preſent. Fi 
and Safety. For ſuch a one is not conſiſtent with Gods 
*Fayour, or 4 rational Hope of Eternal Happineſs, Nay 
not only a Sin in it ſelf, but what a Man thinks a Sin; ; 
"For: he” he ſhould happen to he involved in unne 
"ary Niceries ; Ves ſo long as he thinks a thing ſin i 
alth6"1r be not really ſuch, if we do it in that appre- 
benen; God, who judges. Men by the Integrity of 
'"*rheit Hearts and not by the Perfection of their Under- 
f 1 andings; will condemn\that Perſon, as if it were a Sin. 
nd ſueh it is to Him. He violates his Conſcience, who 
des againſt the Dictates and preſent Light of it; He 
1 an Offender in the Perverſeneſs of his Will, tho he 
ppen to be miſtaken in the Determination of his 
E- This therefore is the firſt Rule; Do v0. 
n which your Conſcience tells you ought not to be dane. 
> And If there bs any other Choice left, but Sinning or Suf- 
WP Jou may be confident, that He robo never con- 
een "any Man zo Sin; bath, in theſe, Greunfances 
"-commanided every Man to ſuffer. il 
e The Other Rule is, That a Man mayaſe all 
'"Fawfal Means for his own Preſervation z/ and, where 
the regular uſe of theſe is ſucceſsful, that may be ac- 
tee Cafe, in which he was no way bound to ſuſ- 
"Tex 1. Fortnſtance : If in a controverted Point, one 7 


belt means he can of informing himſelf, and, af. 
e Enquiry and honeſt impartial 12 © 
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is cither right in his Opinion; or under ſuch a Mi- 
e 2s ſhall never be imputed to him for a Cxime. 
therefore, whatever Advantages of Safety ſuch a 
eeeding can give, he is fairly entituled to take the 
ente of chem, So again; A Man may make the beſt 
Ams he can for himſelf, with thoſe that-oppreſs or 
deftroy him; provided he act without Fraud, and break 
none of thoſe Reſtraints, wich the Laws of God, or 
of Civil Society, have bound him up to. He may ſtrive 
do deliver himſelf in diſtreſs; He may pray to God to 
deliver him; but Both theſe muſt be done with à te- 
Igned Spirit. And when we beg with Chriſt, Thas if 
it be poſſible this'Cup may be taken from us, we muſt heg 
it, and we muſt ndeavour it, With his Reſervation 
too, Nevertheleſs wot Ours, but ouFheavenly Father's Will 
% An. This Submiſſion is highly neceſſary; Not only 
it agrees with the Condition of Sons, and Servants, 
| and Creatures; but as it may incline the Favour of 
God to our Relief“ For, Why ſhould we not ſuppoſe, 
"that he will proceed by the Rules, which Love, Ho- 
hour, and the pureſt Reaſon, have fix d among; Men; 
That he will think it becoming his Goodnetsz to take 
thoſe into his more peculiar Care and Protection, who 
are content to depend upon his Pleaſure, and reſign 
all their Affairs entirely up to his Wiſe and Gracious 
Diſpoſals? Hence it ib, that to Lawful Means Ladd 
Regular Uſe of thoſe Means; becauſe anxious and 
inordinate Deſires, do draw down, I doubt. not, many 


Sufferings and Misfortunes, which would not other- 


viſc have befallen Men. And Theſe, properly ſpeak- 
ing, are ne not of nene but their 

. 20 DH: hong 
Again; When Iay,a Matranga: all lawfül Means ; 
Ido not ſay that he is always bound to do it. There 
may be ſome Inſtances, wherein the Chriſtian Gallan- 
ty is concerned to diſtinguiſh icſelf. And Heroes there 
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f Anch a future heard: Fer that defcating his Pray- 
fer. But, Ne, bor in 


Another.” And ſure, where God is the Object of our 


mischen, Which with, 4 good Conſaience might haye 


. 1taln, They ought' not to be condemned, Ae cnc 


S "ID FE ND Ar 


ave been, who, hem. tkey might have had i it, "I; 
aul accept; Dliverance; but have acquir'd, to themfglres 
aniftandimmortsl Renown, for-devating'their Lives 
tol the Service of Religion. But this is a point of er 
 Kftien; and muſt be ſeft to Wiſdom, and a due col. 
Fidevation of Cireumſtances, to pronounte of. We may 
1 Lord did. of them that Malte chemſelves 
„ Zumuchss for the-Kngdom of Heaven's Sake 
Matty en. Fe hats le Jo Teceive, Ian bin receive 
. be Caſes When all the ſafe Methods 
f te ſervation may he neglected; but He, that ſeeks | 
auch uſes them, fis not in doing. If God gives not 
\Buceeſs/ then he is go ſit down. and not doubt his Mer. 


nf Endeavainigo-far,: is aim und loud Call to 
is mare liberal of 
vhimfelf; muſt be well adviſed. Men may vot 
.betooitenacious, ſo eo a they be too profuſe 
:andilavith of Life, andithe Comforts of it. Left, be- 
des thoſe preſent Hard ſhips, they: find at laſt an in- 
dicteet Zeab acturn'd, with a ¶bo hotl required - theſe 
ang ut uur. Flands Love 3 and Ijin 
t give vert menſure, here it can; Io make up 
othe Defects of One kind, be ee een 0 


Love dt well becomes Us to attempt this. But ſtill, this 
malt not be the geffect: of Paſſion alone; Prudence 
mould temper and direct it. And where an Affliction 


ber aveided ; Ast it may: happen, that the making 
-ſuch'Choice-ſhall:bejhighly commendable; ſo it is cer- 


Lawful Safety, and therefore make it not. 4 
We have already conſidered Chriſt, as 2 

tMeekneſs;innotreturnie rious 

- guage et us alſo contemplate him, as an Pxemplebt 

not n hen ang Attempt wa 


nee n THOR made 
W ; | 
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en his 7 he Facile himſelf cb e 
ig the Violence, without inflifting thoſe: Puniſhmests, 
wart their Wickedneſs deſcrved. And fo ought We 
tcOntenT, our ſelves, with thoſe Methods, that are 
nr for our Security; without proceeding tothe 
Rigor and Severity: Even with the worſt ef 
Femies, Even when they are in our Power, and lie 
Kor Merey. I ig God, to vum Vengeance belongeth, 
[Men do but uſurp it. But here you ſee the very 
ſerlan. £0 whom it did of night belong, tender in u- 
wg that Righe g and rather chooſing, to ſoſten his Ad- 
wifaties, Hearts, by Patience and Long ſufferinga than 
iu vanfoun them, by exerting his Rlmighty Power. 
hitting us hereby, what Diſpoſition They ſhould 


u le py the. Copy of his Practice; That itis fits they 
pak by many and gtrat Provocations, and enough for 
ben, to conſult their own Safety, without ſeckihg 
the Ruin of others. Andi this, if it were duly conſi- 
dered, would ſet bounds to our Fury; andifhew-us, 
chat, as we ought not in any caſe to. do Injuries, fo 
ye ſhould not re pay them neither in their own kind 3 
But aſe from Wrath, and let go Diſpleaſurę; for other- 
wiſe we ſhall, An thus Senſe too, be n moved to 
| * EU. ene 
_  Laſthy, Frot inichia Pallbee; penner bs certainly aſſur- 
ech that the Sußenng⸗ and Death 15 Chriſt were his 
orn free & The ſame Pivine, unfeen Force, 


"yoluntaryA: 
which he 1d, the ede f the Men g of Nagareth, —_ | 
alt Him headlong down the brow of 


they ire C 

than Hill; The ſame, which evaded the Jess preſent 

— * to ſtone N ; was ever Ready, ever Able, to 

1 65 the png orienta, We know, ir was 
o in 


iche Garden partic 57 rh And the caſting, #hoſe 


ont the Gton b thentame £0. pprehend him, 
So have 2 5 them bündeln of — if he had 
not thought fit to check and withdraw it, neither their 
Numbers, 


| 70 n 
rr 


gl, who pre ten tio: be governtd-by: His Laws; and 


4H 
1 

_ = 
| 
| 
. 
ü 


. <a * * ccc 
" "1 en, of PI ITS nog On PR * * Geo 
N 15 0 * * * ” o — 3 * * _ = > 
7 * N x 


But dd. and. ** 8 


432 Fe FieTH . Ta Wl, 


Numbers, nor their Wea . could have prevailed to 
his Prejudice. This ſhould enflame our Love and — 


Gratitude, that the many bitter things our Lord endur. 
ed for Our Sakes, were not upon Conſtraint, but 
Choice: That He ſo ſignally proved the Truth of thoſe 
his own Words; No Man taketh my Life from me, but | 
"Tay it down of my ſeif : That he was barbaroully treated, 
and ignominiouſly murthered, becauſe he would be ſo; 
und Te Will of God was fulfilled in this point, only Th 
cauſe he was content and — pg to do it. What te. 
"mains then, but that, as this Holy Seaſon requires, we 
—— on this Dying Redeemer with wonder; That 
ve preſent his Willing Paſſion to our Souls, in all tho 
ning Circumſtances it is c__— of; That we think 
nothing too much for Him, who was ſo liberal of Eaſe, 
- of Reputation, of Life for Us; That we not only A. 
doe, but Imitate, that Great * who, whenbe 
was reviled, reviled not again; when le 
3 Pet, ii. . fuffered, be threatned not, but ' committtd 
—＋ * Gad, that judgeib Rigbteoisſy : That we make 
| rongs, of any fort, mutual, but account it our 
© - Generoſity our Duty, to ſuffer our ſelves to be out- 
done, in this only Inftance of Evil-doing ? So obſerv- 
ing the N Command, not to render Evil fur 
C Evil, nor Railing for Railing, but contra- 
fy re n. a riwiſe Bleſſs 8 
ö n o called, * en 1 — 
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bee er in Faſpion at 3080 „ . i . And ſtooping to 
tld 1 melf, and became obedient unte BN even "the very low, as ta dien n 
the C . 3 p to die the moſt painful 
7:7 | "andignorminionsDeathy 
oO to. his er Father v, mfr PA benefit of Man- 
1 
7 e 178 . +4 * 25 
q Wherefore Git alſo, ek 5650 — bis, _ 97 10, 71. This unpa- 
bm him a name cubieh is above every name rallelled Act of Obedis 
to. Tbar at the name of Jeſut every hnee ſoould let, ence God hath rewards 
of things in beawen, and 27 r in earth, nd. things. ed, by advancing. his 
under the earth 3 | Nature to Uni- 


1. Aud that curry ton rue ſoul conf ak, ſs ehat Peſus verſal Dominion. That 


Grift is Lord, to tbe glory of God. the Fathers... ———- 


ſhould now 55 over, 
1nd be adore! by, all Creatures; Thag, all 8 ſhould acknowledge this 
King, and, by ſubmitting'to lite: Laws promote the Glory of 
God, the F ather ; 3 Who delights to be — in the Belief and Obedience, paid 
tohis Bleſſed Son, and his r 5 | 
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Gemen „ e mes 


__ Ef-As which our Chürch pee to 
her "If from this portiga,of Scripture, we plain- 
f learn, from the Collect for the Day, to be Humi- 
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lity, and Patience. The Former is to be expreſſed, by 
thinking no good Offices beneath us, hey ba y 
contribute to the Relief of our Brethren, in Their Suf- 
ferings ; The Latter, by Contentedneſs and Conſtancy 
of Mind, in ſubmitting to dur Own. In order to ex- 
eite and eſtabliſh theſe good l in us, the Son 
of God, aud Saviour of the World, is here ſet forth 
as our Pattern. His Love and Condeſcenſion, for our 
Example; That We, ſo far as the difference of Circum- 
ſtances will allow, may not grudge to do, as He bat 
done before us. His Exaltation and Reward is aſh 
mentioned, for our Encouragement ; That We may 
depend upon the like being done to Us in proportion, 
which hath already been done to Him, by way of Re- 
pc for ſuch Kind Humiliation. © 
I To treat this Sabjef, as we ought, it will be requi. 
Hite to confider, Firf, What our Lord did, and hoy | 
we are bound to imitate him. Secondly, What he . 
ceived, and how this aſſures Us of being rewarded 
like him. V FF 
1. A juſt Senſe of what our Lord did we never 
can have, without right Notions concerning the Dig- 
nity of his Perſon. Which therefore the Apoſtle hath 
here illuſtrated, in Terms, that ſpeak him Very God, 
3 and Very Man. The Form of Gol as ſtrong: 
% ly inferring the Former, as the Tikewſ 
and Faſbion of Men does the Latter ; if we regard on- 
ty the force of the Expreſſtons themſelves. And, a 
e Whole Courſe of his Converſation, the things he 
did and ſuffered, 2 7575 dying, made unconteſtable 
proof of the truth of his Human Nature: So, if ve 
will allow St. Paul to argue with any Conſiſtence, bs 
Argument here overthrows the Cavils, uſually objected 
to the Truth of his Divine Nature. For how can any 
„taking the Likeneſs or Faſhion of Men de 
ſerve to be thought an emptying ot bun. 
ing of himſelf, in a Perſon who is no more than 17 ' 
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Vol. 
fox enn the Government of the whole World be com- 
pitted to, or adminiftred by a mere Min? „ 
How canUniverſal Adoration become due er. 10. 


Chriſtian Religion, to enjoin it, which aimed to direct- 

atcuring Idolatrous Mankind of their Monſtrous Sin 
and Folly 3; conſiſting properly in deifying Men for 
their Merits, and, in that Ignorance of the One true 
| God, doing Service to them which by Nature n . 
ew Gods ? But eſpecially, how ſhould 
on deſerve and obtain Divine Honours, as a Re- 
wund for his unparallelled Humility, and Piety, and 
| moſt exemplary Merkneſs, Who, if he were not Real 
God, and yet thought it not Robbery to be „„ „ „ 
qualwith God, (but ſuffered himſelf to be 


Phil. ii. 6. 


thus eſteemed, never warn'd thoſe who took the occa- 
fon, of any Error or ill Conſequence in ſuch an Opi- 
nion) was certainly the proudeſt and moſt preſumptnous, 
theprofaneft and moſt dereſtable Blaſphemer? To Them 
therefore, who acknowledge our Lord's Divinity, St. 


* hg 


. * 


r Reaſoning is juſt and verf preſſing. Bur, to 
U rfer it to ſuch Condeſcenſions, as Waſhing his Diſci- 
Wh ps Feet, or even the Indignities of his Paſſion, in a 


Man only, renders it weak and trifling, The Terms, 


komp in compariſon ; and ſuch as then indeed, but 
only then, are fullof Significance and found Argument ; 


© 7 Ge 


— 
* 


ad the Impotence and Vileneſs of Our Human Nature, 
ae underſtood, for the Height he came down from, 
bthe Depth he deſcended to. | | 
Concerning this Condeſcenſion, how Marvellous it 
zin it ſelf, and how forcible an Engagement to Humi- 


Men the Church commemorated the Bleſſing of our 
WY Ee 2 1 


v loch a one ? How can it agree with the deſign of the 


eteemed ſo, gave occaſion. from his on Words to be 


apreſſing this voluntary Humiliation, are an empty 


when the Perfection and Majeſty of Chriſt's Divine, 


ty and Charity, upon all who believe and reap tbe 
benefits of it, I did endeavour to make Men ſenſible, 
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Lord taking upon him the form of a Servant, and being 
made in the likeneſs of Men. That yet 

Goſpet for  _ more amazing Humiliation, of Becomi 
Chrimas bey: - obedient unto Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs, is Matter more peculiarly ſuitable to the Devo- 
tions of this Day. And to It therefore I ſhall chiefly 

confine my Diſcourſe. ' Es 
That Crucifixion was of all Deaths the moſt Pain. 
ful, the moſt Opprobrious ;- A Puniſhment reſerved 
for the Vileſt of Slaves, and the Heinouſeſt of Male- 
factors; I can ſcarce ſuppoſe any of my Readers Igno- 
rant. But if they be, the Hiſtory of our Dear Re. 
deemer's Sufferings, ſo particularly rehearſed, ſo often 
repeated in the Service of this Week, will not fail to 
ffeſs them with right Apprehenſions of it. Waving 
therefore any farther Enlargement for the preſent, con- 
cerning that, which our. Thoughts will, = ſome ſuc- 
* ceeding Days, find themſelves obliged to dwell upon; 
1 apply myſelf immediately to the force and fitneſs of 
this Example, for producing, in the Minds of all who 
_ conſider it, thoſe Two Diſpoſitions already mention'd, 
which the Collect hath taught us at this time moſt ſea- 

,,,, TEES 
1. The 2 of theſe is Humility. Which, it is evi 
dent, no Perſon, no Inſtance;.no Action, ever had, ever 
could have, ſo direct a tendency to promote. Well there- 
Mark, x; . fore might this Saviour invite Men to 
* | earn of Him, as being Meek and Lowh; 
fince none was ever by Nature ſo Exalted, none by 
Choice fo Abaſed: None could ſo empty himſelf of 
Glory and Power as He had done; even tho” his Ap- 
pearance upon Earth had been made, in all the Riches 
and Splendor of the greateſt Monarch, that ever the 
World knew. ele render his Goodneſs ſtill _ 
2 . aſtoniſhing, He came not io be minijire 
* unto, but to miniſter: Thought the giving 
| of bis own Life @ Ranſom an Office not too kind; and 


doing 
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bing this in the quality of a Servant and a Crimi- 
nal, a Character not too mean, for the fake of doing 


The moſt fatal, and perhaps the Corruption that ſticks 


doſeſt to our Nature, is Pride. Fit therefore, above 
all others, to be particularly countermined, and quite 
heat out of countenance, by Him, who came into the 
World, on purpoſe to correct our Corruptions, and to 
renew our Nature. This Vice conſiſts in undue Exalta- 

tions of our ſelves, and, in conſequence of theſe, Diſ. 
in and Contempt of Others. But, Who are thoſe 
Selves? Who thoſe Others? Loſt and Undone Wretches 
il; Loſtand Undone by the Pride of the Firſt; and ſo 
muſt have continued to Eternity, if not reſcued by the 


| Humility: of the Second, Adam. Do We then inſiſt 


upon Points and Niceties of Reſpect, upon Place and 
Precedence, with the utmoſt rigor, and caſt away our 


-own, or invade another's Life (Murderers in both) upon 
the yery. jealouſy of an Affront? Do We neglect our 


poorer, or in any reſpect meaner Brethren, behold their 
Miſeries with Indifference, hold them ſo far unworthy 
our Pains, or Caſt, or perſonal good Offices, as ſcarce 
to allaw them Pity or Regard? Nay but, O Man! Look 
upon the Bleſſed JFeſus. See the King of Heaven, mak- 


ing himſelf of no Reputation, eating with the Traitor, 


admitting his unfaithful Kiſs, mute before his Judges, 


"crucified with Thieves. And all for Them, whom 


Thou purſueſt with Revenge, or paſſeſt over with Diſ- 
dan,” For Thee, who thus reproacheſt the Mercy by 
which thou art Redeemed. the Lord that thus Redeem- 
e thee. Compare the Indignities He ſubmitted to, 
with; Thine : His unbounded Charity, with thy Ang 

Reſentments; Scornful Mien, and Hard-hearted Cold- 
neſs; And thou wilt ſoon perceive, that the Pride, the 


Cmelty, the Unconcernedneſs, which in any Man is 


Wicked, in the Diſciples of a Crucified Maſter is per- 
{ectly Abſurd. A Contradiction to the Name of Chri- 
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ſtian, while thou wilt not let the ſame Mind be in Tbee, 
which was in Chriſt Feſus. Tis true indeed, He hath 
far exceeded all, that is poſſible for us to imitate, But 
the leſs proportion the utmoſt we can do bears to His 
gamazing Conde ſcenſion for our ſakes; the more muſt 
They, for whom he ſtooped fo low, if they think any 
thing too much for Them, for whom he likewiſe ſtoop d 
fo low, find their own Narrowneſs of Spirit, and too 
delicate Diſtinctions, (where there is ſo little ground 
for ſuch) reproached and condemned. And well it 
were, if They would ſcriouſly reflect, that this Saviour 
is one Day to be their Judge; if they would aſk them. 
ſelves, haw they ſhall then be able to ſtand before Him, 
Who though he was in the form of God, and thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God, yet humbled bimſelf to 
the form of a Servant, and became obedient unto Death, 
even the Death of *the Croſs. . 
2. The other Virtue, I would recommend, is Pati. 
- "Once. Eaſy to be attained, when that, Laſt mentioned, 
hath: opened the way to it. For it is Pride. eſpecially, 
that diſpoſes us to be Angry and Revengeful, Fretful 
and Querulous, Uneaſy with our Fortunes, and Un- 
thankful to Providence. Againft all which evil Dif- 
eaſes of the Mind, what Antidote more proper, more 
powerful can we think af, than the Example of the 
Meek ſuffering Jeſus ? If our Quiet be diſturbed, our 
Poſſeſſions invaded, our Perſons inſulted, our Repu- 
tation aſperſed, by the Malice of unreaſonable wicked 
Men; Let us remember the perpetual Vexations, the 
Injuries and Affronts, the Lives and Contradictions of 
Sinners againſt himſelf, which, through the whole 
Courſe of bis Miniſtry, he endured ; but which, in the 
Fragical Scene this Week preſents us with, were Out- 
xag<cous beyond any compariſon. If Poverty or Friend- 
Jes Trouble be our Grievance; This reſembles us but 
more to that Son of God, who for our ſakes became 
Poor, 1ubliſted on the pious Bounty of his „ and 
1 5 (tens 


4-4 


2 


N — — — * | = 3 — 
Vol II. next before EAST ER. 439 


Attendants 3 but in the Hour of his Enemies, and ap- 
bosch of Danger, was Betrayed by One, Denied by 
Anather, and Forſaken by All, his Diſciples. If Pain, 
aSickneſs, tempt us to repine; what Gout, what Stone, 
hat Melancholy, can be more Affiifting, than the 
Tortures He went through, the acute Pangs of his do- 
lbrous Crucifixion, and the cutting Sorrows, which 
wounded his Soul even unto death? ſo far are our moſt 
Cnfible Afflictions ſhort of that weight of ſorrow, 
with which it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe this Son of his 
| Love, in the Day of his fierce Anger. But, could we 
ſuppoſe them equal, yet, doth not This make a migh- 
ty difference, and ought it not to compoſe gur Spirits 
to ſubmiſſion, that His Obedience was an act perfectly 
free, His Sufferings choſen; for Ours, and not his own 
Benefie? But We, alas as Creatures, are entirely at 
the Mercy of our common Maſtcr, and Maker: As 
Singers; bound to acknowledge the Righteouſneſs of 
; God, in all that is come 155 us: To lay our Mouths 
in the Duſt, recolle& with the penitent Thief, that 
We indeed are juſtly under the ſame con- . n.. 
mation. For this Man did nothing - 
1/5, but all that We receive, and a great deal more, 
God knows, that we can receive in this World, is 
but the due Reward of our evil Deeds. And doth 4 
Man complain for the puniſbhmeut of bis din? Can Im- 
patience, and Diſcontent, and hard Accuſations of 
that Providence, which diſpoſes all Events, become 
One, who in the courſe of Juitice, had brought Mi- 
ſery upon himſelf, by his own Faults ? Can He murmur 
| at this, 'which he ſuffers as a Principal, when ſo much 
more was laid upon a Proxy ? An innocent and 1nfi- 
litely better Proxy? Eſpecially too, when the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs, no lefs than the Juſtice, of God 
lave their part in every ſuch Diſpenſation? For, as our 
Bleſed Maſter was in the bearing; ſo is he likewiſe a 
WW *attern in the Reward, of our Afflictions. And, in, that 
. 6 regard, 
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regard, the Epiſtle for the Day does likewiſe call upon 
us to contemplate him in his Exaltation. And there. 
fore I proceed now to explain very briefly; in the 
II. Second place, What our Lord received, in recom. 
pence of his Humility and Patience, and How this af. 
ſures Us, of being rewarded like him. 
1. Of Our Lord's Recompence we have an account 
in the gth, Toth, and 11th Verſes: Which acquaint 
us, that it conſiſted in an exceeding high Exaltation 
of him, far above any the moſt excellent Creatures; 
in making him the Sovereign Ruler of the whole 
World; in giving him a Title to the humbleſt Adora 
tion; and in the Publication of his Goſpel, and his 
Glories, over the Face of the whole Earth. 
But, in what reſpect and capacity theſe Honours were 
conferred on Chriſt, is the main Point to be attended to, 
in the Caſe now under Conſideration. As God, they could 
not be conferred: For his Glory, in this regard, was per- 
fect be fore. He could not thus receive any Reward, any 
Increaſe of Honour. That ſupreme and abſolute Domi- 
nion was inherent and eſſential to him. Thatuniverſal A- 
doration was his ſtrict due, from all Eternity. Whatever 
Addition he was capable of, he muſt be capable of, as 
Man: The Elevation of his Human Nature is there- 
fore the thing intended by the Apoſtle. In this Nature it 
was, that He Obeyed, and Merited and Suffered; In 
This, conſequently it is, that he was Rewarded and Ex- 
alted. And a marvellous Exaltation it is, to place Hu- 
man Nature upon the Throne of God; to ſubject to This 
Angels, and Principalites and Powers, Men and De- 
vils, all things in Heaven, and in Earth, and under the 
Earth. A ſuitable Reward to that Nature, which ſuffer- 
ed ſuch Indignities and Pains, for all the barbarous 
Treatment, and bitter Torment it endured here below; 
to ſhine ſo Bright, and partake in all the Majeſty of the 
Son of God, He, by uniting it inſeparably to his own 
Ferſon, and thus vouchſafing to take part in "—_— 
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ities and Sufferings:; entituled this Human, now his 
Onm likeneſs, to a ſhare in all the Bliſs and Glories of 
that Divine Nature, which was originally, and always, 
Don. So that he is not any more, as formerly he was, 
the Governor of the World, and the Object of Mens 


Worſhip, as God only, but as God and Man both. 


Than which nothing could more effectually conduce to 
the Glory. of his: Father ; Becauſe nothing could more il- 
luſtrate his Juſtice; and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs; nothing 
more undenĩably demonſtrate the Acceptance and Effi- 


| acyof that Redemption, ſo admirably contrived, for 


aboliſhing the Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin, and re- 


trieving the Immortality and Happineſs of Mankind. 


2. For, Secondly, This method of dealing with our 


Lordgives us all imaginable aſſurance, that They, who 


conform themſelves to His Virtues, ſhall be proportion - 
ably conformed to Him, in the Reward of Them. The 
Reaſon is, becauſe, in all he did and ſuffered for the 


; Salvation of Men ʒ And ſo again, in all he received, by 


vay of Recompence for thoſe actions and Sufferings; 


de acted not in any ſeparate and perſonal Capacity, but 


ill along ſuſtained ene This Character 
1 


is a Conſequence of his Incarnation, the bleſſed Effects 
whereof turn all upon This; That the Son of God 


tranſacted the whole Affair of our Redemption, in the 


Form and Nature of thoſe He came to redeem. . Had 


+ he therefore, at his entrance into the World, united 


himſelf to any One Man's Perſon, the. Influence and Be- 
nefit accruing from ſuch Union, muſt have been of ex- 
tent, equal to that of the Union. That ſingle Perſon, 


I mean, to whom he was united, and No other, could 
have been redeemed by it. But now our Bleſſed: Sa- 


viour, when he became Man, clothed; himſelf with a 


Body, formed in the Womb of the Virgin, by the Ope- 


ration of the Holy Ghoſt. His Perſon was ſtill Divine, 


and the ſame ĩt ever had been. Only he united to it, 
and exhibited himſelf in, our Fleſh ; after a manner al- 


2 together 
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together extraordinary and miraculous. This was a tak. 
ig upon him human Nature, and rendred him the 
common Repreſentative of all Mankind. In this is 
22 - -» © foundedthe Title, given him by this A. 
x Cor. xv, 5 | Wy al 
n - poſtle, of tbe Second Adam. For as all 
Human Nature was included in Him, who himſelf de- 
foended from none, and from whom all deſcended: 80 
was all Human Nature made ane w, as it were, in Him, 
whoſe Human Body and Soul were as immediate ; 
Work of God, as that, whereby our firſt Parents Bod 
rn was formed out of the Duſt of the Grouy, 
+” . andanimated with the Breath of Life. As 
therefore all Mankind did virtually fin and die in Alan, 


> 


becauſe the whole Human Nature was then in Him; 
ſo are all Mankind virtually Righteous and reſtored to 
Life in Chriſt; becauſe he took; Human Nature at 
large; and what he did, and ſuffered, and received in 
chat Nature, are the Acts, and Sufferings, and Re- 
wards, of Human Nature. Conſequently All, who 
partake of this Nature, are not only certain of, but 
may in ſome Senſe be ſaid already veſted in, the Happi- 
neſs, which Human Nature in Him, by already poſſeſſ. 
ing it, ſecures their common Right: to. And thus far 
All ſhall certainly partake of it. Death was the Pu- 
niſhment of Sin: This is done away as effectually by 
the Second, as it had been introduced by the Firſt Adam. 
Their Bodies and Souls both ſhall-be reſtored to Life, 
and live for ever. But the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
the Happineſs of Heaven, are promiſed upon certain 
Conditions, - And therefore, though All ſhall be im- 
mortal, yet only They, who perform the Conditions 
of the Goſpel, ſhall be happy in that Immortality. 
And this ſhews us at once the Neceſſity, and the En- 
couragement we all have, to imitate the Virtues, for 
which our Lord was ſo conſpicuous. The Neceſſity, be- 
cauſe nothing leſs than a Likeneſs to his Excellencies, 
ean advance us to a Likeneſs of that Bliſs, _— - 
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warded them. The Encouragement, becauſe he is en- 
ec into Heaven, not for himſelf, but Us: The Pledge 
of our Immortality and Glory, by our Nature being 
gready Immortalized and Glorified. Let us not then 
think any. thing too much, to do, or endure, for our 
Duty, and the Food of Souls; ſince where the Suf- 
frrings of Chriſt abound, his Conſolations will much more 
wound. Let us read, and hear, and meditate on, the 
Scriptures. commended .to our Thoughts this Week, 
with Minds diſpoſed to form themſelves upon the Mo- 
del here before us. Let us carefully obſerve the Intereſt 
we have in them ; and reſt perfectly ſatisfied, That, by 
Virtueof that Union, which he in great Humility hath 
been pleaſed to make, the Sufferings and the Rewards 
of Chriſt's Human Nature ſo far belong to Us, and all 
Mankind; that all, who follow the Example of bis Pa- 
tence, ſhall undoubtedlybe Partakers.of bis as re" 

RefurreZion. Which he of his Infinite 
Mercy grant, who was dead and is alive 1 

ain, and Iiueth for evermore, and bath be 

bs of Death and Hell. To whom with the Father, 
and Holy Spirit, Three Perſons and One God, be all 
Honour and Glory, Power, Praiſe and Dominion, 
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1, HEN the morning ug Was cone; all the ebief priefs' wad eltery'd the 
People togk counſel againſs Feſus to put bim . — f : 
vwered him to Pontius Pilate the — f pi 


. Then Fudas, which bad betrayed him, when he ſaw that be dds condemned, 
ww tae; and brought again the thirty pieces of ſilver to the chief priefis 
„4. Saying, I baue ſinned, in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And the 
ſoid, Wh is that to us ? ſee thou to that. Fo | | . 2 
of Aud be caft dun the pieces of filver in the Temple, and departed, and went 
bus banged bimſelf, | 3 
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I took the filuer ares, and ſaid, I Ea... 
"2 25 = is the ee ee 55 
7. they took counſel, a 22 the potters field, to 
. (Ther wer fables 2 . 2 third yaw" 
took the thirty. pieces of ſikver, the price of him 
5 E 7 5 
88 or the potters field, eee FI 


Raad before the hed bi | 
bo the 1115 2 Fews ? Ad Fee il unto Ai, * m ſaying, Ant 
n Aa be Was accuſed 0 chief priefls and elders, *. 
13. — 2 Pilate unto him, Hearefs thou net how many things they — 
thee | 
14. ind be n nee. inſomuch that the governor marvelld 


YI ' Wowt the the g war wont to releaſe m the a 
16. "Hed they bad thes e ae, . Barabbes. 5 
17. Therefore ⁊uben they were gat together, Pilate faid unto them, When 
ay «nn roy 7 Barabbas, or Feſus, which is called Chrift? 
For be knew that for envy they bad delivered him,  : 
19. When be wa ſet down on the judgment ſeat, bis wi + ſent unto bin, i 
ine tees, bee to ee , juſt i fer ] bave ſu Med mary di, 5 
in ecauſe of bim. ; 
20, Bar che Priefis and elders ſuaded the multinide, that ſhould ai 
Barabbas, and * rb. th 9 
21. The governor an and ſaid unto them, Whether of the tevain will ye that 
J releaſe unto you ? Jaid, Barabbas. 
22. Pilate ſaid unto — Mat ſball Ido then with Iquu, which is called Chris 
all ſaid wnto bim, Let bim be crucified, 
23. And the governor ſaid Why? wwhat evil hath be den-? But they cried out 
the more, ſaying, Let © Ter him be crucified, 
24. Pilate ſato that he could prevail 2 ＋ but that rather a tumult wa 
23 be took water and waſped his bands befare t 3 Jaying, J am in- 
neemt of the bleed of this juft perſon : ſee ye to i. 
25. Then anſwered all the people, E His blood be on us and on our children 
26. Then releaſed be Barabbas unto them, and when be bad ſcourged Jeſus, be 
delivered bim to be crucified. 
27. Then the ſoldiers of the 8 took Feſur e the c common hall, and ge- 
thered unto hem the val hand of ſoldiers. 
28. And they firipped him and put on bim a ſcarlet — 
29. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon bis bead; 
and they bowed the knee before bim, and mocked bim, ſaying, hay king of the Fews, 
30. And they ſpit upon him, and tock the reed, and ſmote him on the head. 
37. Ard after they had meck#d him they took the robe from off bim, and put bis 
exon raiment on bim, and led him away to crucify him. 
32. And pg rame out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name · bin thy 
eampelled to bear bis Croſs. 
33. And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that it to ſay o plac 
of a Aull. 
34. They gave bim winegar to dring mingled with gall; 338 be bod tafted 
Po he would not drink, _ 
4 they crucified bim, and parted his garments, 4 lar: chat it nih 
22 55 led aubich <vas ſpolen by the propbet, They e . among them 
pom my weſture did they caſt lots. 2 
3b, And fitting down, rbey watched bim ters 7 A n 
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And ſet ever bis head bi: ſts, written; THIS TS FESUS 


ris Tſe: OF THE FEWS. 
38. 2 2 7 there two abiowes crucified with him, one on the right band, yu 
on tbe let. 
49. Aud they that ed reviled Bim, wa their beads, 
4. 40 21 ok Wes defiroyeſt the temple, wy 
OT! if thou ys Son of God, come down from the croſs, 
1, Likewiſe alſo the chief prieſts mocking bim, wwith the ſeribes and elders „ ſai d, 
4 He ſaved others, bimſelf be cannot fave : If be be the king of Iſrael, bet bim 
gow come down from the croſs, and aue will believe him. 


3. He truſted in God, let bim deliver him now if be wvill bave bim « for be fad. 1 


44+ The thieves alſo <wohich avere crucified with him, caf the ſame in bis teeth. 
45. Now from the fixth hour there wwas darkneſs over the land unto the ninth bour, 
4 Aud about the ninth hour, Feſus cried wvith a loud voice, ſaying, Eli, * 
lama fabachthani, that zs to ſay, My God, my God, why hath thou W me 
4. Some of them that flood there, when "they beard that, ſaid, This man caller 
vw Elias, 129 
þ 48. And flraightway one of themran, and took a ſpunge, and filled it with vines 
or, and put it on 4 reed, and gave him to drink. 
49- The reſt ſaid, Let oy let us ſee whether Elias will come to _— 2 
50. Jeſus, dul en be bad cried again with a loud voice, ow pi 
51. And behold, the weil of the temple wwas rent in twain, from the top 2 4. ber- 
m, and ay earth did quake, aw) the "kt PG, Fl bich ſup 2 
the graves were opened, and many bodies 0 aints whic t, aro . 
— And a, Fro of the 1. . Fur Bis reſurrection, and went into the hee. . 
and apprared unto many. 
Now oben the N and bt that 75 with ery 
earthquake, and thoſe i that were 2 ebey greatly , A , 
| Tal this war the Son of God, r 


The Goſpels for this, and the following Days of the | 


Week, being very long, and altogether Hiſtori- 

cal; and beft underſtood by comparing the Pa- 

rallel Places in the other Evangeliſts; (all which 

are read in the Courſe of the Week) It is thought 
not neceſſary, to ſwell this Volume with particu- 
lar n upon them. 
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T Hough Almighty God was pleaſed to permit. t 
; his Bleſſed Sn thould faffer all the Sead = 
Puniſhment, due to the meſt heinous Malefactors; Yet 
did his Wiſdom order Matters fo, that all poſſible Right 
ſhould be done to his Innocence. To this Purpoſe we 
read ſuch Teſtimonies given of it, as, if the Jeus had 
not been blinded by the Obſtinacy of their own invete- 
rate Malice and Rage, were abundantly full, and clear 
enough, to have convinced his bittereft Enemies, that 
they did very wickedly, in treating him ſo ignomini. 
ouſly, ſo barbarouſly. He was acquitted in the moſt 
ſolemn and publick Manner, by Hered and Pilate. All 
the Evidence, the Jeu laboured to pick up and ſubom 
inſt him, was acknowledged, either inſufficient, or 
inconſiſtent. Nay, even the wicked Inſtrument of de- 
hyering him up into the Hands of them that ſought his 
Life, enraged at their implacable and Blood-thirſty 
Proceedings, relented, deſired. to retract his Bargain, 
openly confeſſed his own Guilt, and the unblemiſhed 
Holineſs of his injured Maſter. For, finding that the 
Chief Prieſts had declared him guilty of Blaſphemy, 
and deliver'd him over to the Power of the Roman Go- 
vernor ; Even this wretched Man was touched with a 
Compaſſion of his Caſe, and applied himſelf to the 
Jewiſh Rulers, to prevent farther Miſchief. Then Judas, 
which had betrayed him, when be ſaw that be was con- 
demned, repented himſelf, and brought again the thirty 
Pieces of Silver to the Chief Prieſts, and Elders, ſaying, 
I baue finned in that I have betrayed the Innocent Blood. 
This is the firſt remarkable Paſſage in the Goſpel for 
the Day. And my Deſign is, to enquire into the Na- 
ture of Judas his Repentance, as we find it here de- 
ſcribed; to ſhew, what Qualifications it had, and 
wherein it was Defective. And afterwards, to make _ 


3 
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lledions from hence, as the Circumſtances of that 
metched Man, and the foregoing Particulars, mini- 


fer occaſion for. W e 
L Firf, I ſhall inquire into the Nature of Judas his 
Repentance, and Then, what Qualifications it had, and 
wherein it was defective. For, that it was defective in 
the main, I fuppoſe there need no other Proofs, than 
ſoch as offer themſelves, from what our Saviour himſelf 
poke concern ing him. Thoſe that thougav- .. _ 15580 
ne I have kept, and none of then is lat, nm m 
ſave the don of Perdition. And again, The Son of Man go- 
eh, as it 35 toritten of him, but wo unto that 1 . 
Man by whom he Son of Man is betrayed, ii 
ud been better for that Man, if he bad never been born. 
Now, how theſe things could be true of Judas, if his Re- 
tance had been fuch, as was available for procuring 
bardon and Salvation, it is not poſſible to comprehend. 
He ſurely is not Joſt, whom true Repentance recovers ; 


| Not had it been good for that Man never to have been 


born, who is ſaved at laſt, tho at che Expenceof never ſb 
painful and laborious a Repentance. And therefore, ſince 
doone Truth in the Goſpel is more expreſs than This, that 
alwhotruly repent, ſhall moſt certainly be ſaved, It muſt 
follow, That the Perfon, of whom thoſe dreadful things 
are pronounced, did not truly and effectually repent. 
he Evangeliſt indeed tells us, that he repented bim- 
| (if; and I am well content to lay no particular Strefs 
upon the Original Word pil aprAntleig here. It being ſr f- 


hcently notorious, to any attentive Reader, that g- 


rue and uilavu are promiſcuouſly uſed in Scripture 
Which renders any Diſtinctions, from the Manner of 
Expreſſion, of very little or no Force, in the Caſe be- 
fore us. But then it is no leſs evident, that, by repenting, 
ic not every where intended a Change of Heart and Life, 
Not the whole of that, which Repentance ſtrictly ſigni- 


ies, when made the Condition of Pardon and Salvation; 
but only ſome part, or imperfe& Degree, of it. And thus 
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we are to take it here. Not that Judas was a thorough 


lidity of his Repentance, properly ſo called. The moſt 
that can be of it. 2 K 55 


ſo far as this Paſſage will guide us in 16 | 
far he advanced, and how far he fell hort. 
1. Now Fl, One good Step towards Repentance/ 
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lian not zo be repented of. For in this caſe we do not 
hate the Fault, but the Puniſhment. Nor are our Dif- 
poſitions changed one whit, or our Love of God at all 
increaſed by it. And ſuch ſeems to have been the Sor- 
ww of Judas. He found Matters grown to a deſperate 
Height; that there was no probable Appearance of 
%fus eſcaping the Malice of the Jews; he recollected, 
it 1s likely, the Predictions of our Lord, concerning 
the dreadful Vengeance, which ſhould overtake the 
Perſon that betrayed him to Death. Theſe, and pro- 
hably many Other, dreadful Reflections, working to- 
ether, with all that Confuſion, which Fear and Guilt 
uſe to create in Mens Minds, ſeem to have made up that 
Concern, which the Text hath expreſt by Repenting 
hnſelf. A Concern, reſulting from a Principle of Self- 

reſervation, in the moſt carnal Notion of the Thing. 

t we find not any due Senſe of the Villainy of the 

F&; not any condemning himſelf as the baſeſt, the 
E moſt ungrateful, the moſt abandoned Wretch alive; 
One that had violated the Laws of God, and Society, 
and Nature, and caſt all Fidelity, and Gratitude, and 
common Humanity, behind his back. All which, and 
zorear deal more, were not only Aggravations due to 
bis Crime, but the very propereſt Occaſions of Re- 
norſe; And ſuch, as till he came to be very tenderly 
touched for, and deeply wounded with, he was not 
(capable of arriving at the true Contrition of a ſincere 
Penitent. bt , 55 

2, Secondly, Another advance towards Repentance 
Ws, Judas bringing back the Thirty Pieces of Silver, 
or which he had ſold his Maſter's Life. Arid This is 
Ikewiſe neceſſary, that Men, who have offended for 
Pofir, ſhould not ſuffer the Wages of Iniquity to ſtick 
bo their Fingers; but diſgorge all their polluted Gains, 
nd make Reſtitution ro the utmoſt of their Power. For 
bod will accept no Man's Sorrow, who. is {till pleaſed 
"ith the Rewards of his Injuſtice, and holds the Wealth 
| Ff faſt, 


next before EASTER. 


— . 5 — 
450 De Sunday Vol, II 


faſt, while he pretend to abhor the Guilt, that procure 

it. Iz is the vaineſt thing in the World, to hope to be 

accepted, or to obtain a Pardon of thoſe indirect Deal. 

ings, och Men have enriched themſelves ; with. 
out ma 


ing Satisſaction for the Wrongs they have done, 
and ſhewing, that they do in good Earneſt. deteſt theit 
Frauds and Oppreſſions, by giving up freely and entire 
the Products, which theſe have iojuriouſly extorted. It 
1s not a Profeſſion of Sorrow, or a Charitable Legacy up. 
on a Death- Bed, which will ſerve the Turn. The Altar 
will not ſanctify the Gift, or the Giver. If Men think 
to compound the Matter with God, by making overto 
Him a Part; This will never inſure their Souls, if, in the 
mean while they Build their Houſes in Blood ; it they 
tranſmit plentifulEſtates to theirHeirs,or raiſe their Fa. 
milies by that Increaſe of Subſtance; which was purchaſ: j 
ed by grinding the Face of the Poor, or cruſhing the 
Innocent, who have a rightful Title to what They, 
or their Poſterity, enjoy. This is Doctrine, it may be, 
hard of Digeſtion to the Great and Greedy. And the 
ting with the Fruits of their Wickedneſs is a ſevere 
ying, which they cannot indure to hear of. So far did 
Judas outdo too many in his Repentance, And, if He, 
notwithſtanding, periſh in his Iniquity, what Hopes 
can They have of Forgiveneſs, who refuſe to come up 
to his Example in this Particular? He found not Grace, 
though he ſought it with Reſtitution : And: yet They 
flatter themſelves in their Hypocriſy, without it. But 
alas! The Tears of the Oppreſſed and Injured will move 
_ Compaſſion above, when thoſe of the diſſe mbling Pe. 
nitent will be rejected with Diſdain. And, be aſſured, 
Repentance is but diſſembled, till the Spoils of Decei 
are caſt away far from you, and all unrighteous acqui- 
ſitions pat into their true and proper Channel again. 
3. Thirdy, Here is alſo a farther Progreſs towatd 
„  Repentance, in that publick and free Con- 
7  _ feffion, I baue Hinned in ibut J have being 
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ihr moren Blood. By whicti Judas did not only rake 
the Shame of his Fault upon Himſelf, but, in ſome De» 
per, make Satisfaction to Hs injured Maſter. Men 
nignt be apt to ſuſpect, that, how fair an Appearance 
fever Feſits made to the World, yet, had there not 
been ſomething of private Blame, which-one ſo inti- 


mately well acquainted with him, as Judas muſt be, was 
conſcious of; A Diſciple, a Friend, a conſtant Compa- 


non, One that had been taught and ſuſtained by him, 
euld never have entertained ſo inhumanly treacherous 
Thought, as to give him up into the Hands of his 
Enemies, that thirſted for his Blood. But now all the 
round of * thefe Jealouſies was taken away, by the 
Tritor's own Teſtimonies of Remorſe, and open De- 
(iration of his Lord's unblemiſhed Innocence. And 
Fs would not only vindicate him to the reſt of the 
World, and preſerve his Honour unſtained to all Poſte- 
ft; But it ought like wiſe to have brought oyer thoſe 


| wicked Accomplices, and have diverted the Jewith 


Rulers; from cheir Purpoſe of murthering ſo Holy a 
Perſon. For, after fuch an Evidence, They were more 
nflexibly wicked, than even Judas himſelf, in purſu- 
ng their Malice to this Perſon's Deſtruction- 

No Here again Judas far outſtripped too many Pre- 
raders to Re pentance. Men are, it may be, well enough 
content, to ackowledge their Guile between God and 


| theirown Conſciences; but hardly to be prevailed upon 


o far, as to make an open Confeſſion of their Crimes; 
or do publick Juſtice to thoſe, whoſe Rights or Repu- 
ations they have injured. '- There is a fort of prepo- 
lerous Modeſty, which cannot bear the Reproaches of 
Other Men, at the ſame time. that it hatli little or no 
Apptehen ſions of the Condemnation of one son Mind; 
lud is much more afraid, that the World ſhoùld know 
ome hath done amiſs, than that God, the Judge of all the 
World ſhould know it, Whereas, in Truth, this taking 
df Shame to dur ſelves is * neceffary; in or 
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to Reſtitution and Satisfaction, for any wrong done tg 
our Brethren, than any private Confeſſions to God can 
| {gx For, as we cannot hide our Injuſtice from 
Him, ſo neither can They, whom we have injured, 
 Jufferiin his Eſteem. And therefore no Acknowledy. 
ments of our Faults are ſufficient, but ſuch as make 
Them Reparation: Such, as. may be effectual to the 
"correcting any miſtaken Imputations, in thoſe, whom 
our unrighteous Proceedings had led into Miſtakes 
and lay the Blame, where of right it ought to lie:That 
is, upon the Offender himſelf. A frank and open Con- 
feſſion is ſo much a Debt to the Innocent; that we haye 
by no means cleared him as we ought; till the Acknoy: 
ledgment, the Sorrrow, and the Reproach of our having 
done amiſs be made as ſolemn, and, as generally known, 
af it be poſſible, as ever the Injury, or the Afperſion 
had been. Thus only can we prevent that, yet mor: 
.to be dreaded, Publication of our Crimes ; which, 
whether we will or no, ſhall be made before Angel 
and all Mankind, at the laſt terrible Day of Account, 
.when God ſhall bring the whole World to Judgment, 
and detect all the hidden things of Diſhoneſty. 
Some indeed there are, who have taken Pains to 
ſhew, that even in the Inſtances laſt mentioned, Jus 
*had by no means done all chat became him ; In regard 
he made no Reſtitution, or Confeſſion to our Lord, 
who was the injured Party; but only to the Jewiſh Ru- 
lers, his Partners and Companions in Wickedneſs. But 
it were heartily to be wiſhed, that the Generality of 
wicked Perſons would be perſuaded to keep him Com: 
-pany thus far, and go the ſame Lengths chat He did 
They might, upon theſe Conditions, entertain much 
more reaſonable os of attaining to another no {el 
neceſſary, Qualification of Repentance, in which Hi 
was manifeſtly wanting. And that is, an humble, but 
ſtedfaſt, Faith in the Mercy of God, and a Dependance 
upon that Sacrifice of his Son, which is available tor tie 
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Now here was Judas his Downfal. The Hover of 
tis Guilt threw him into Amazement, and Confuſion, 
nd Deſpair; and kept him from applying the proper, 
the only Remedy, that could have any Effect for his 
Recovery. For Whether we underſtand the Account 
given us of his Death, here, and in the Firſt of the 
fs, of laying violent Hands upon himſelf, or whe- 
ther of a Suffocation by extreme Melancholy: Either 
Snſe implies intolerable” Agonies, and fruitleſs Re- 
morſe, a fearful Expectation of Divine Vengeance, and 
2 Diſtruſt of Meter: for ſo great a Villain. 
Here then, I conceive, lay the main Defect of Judas 
bs Repentance. And then we cannot be at a Loſs for 


kor Repentance does not barely conſiſt in Sorrow for 


ported with Hope. Not in a mere Confeſſion of Sin, 
but in ſuch a one, as truſts to be forgiven for Sins con- 
kel d. It imports a Change of Manners; But if there 
be not firſt a ſtrong Perſuaſion, that our ſincere Endea- 
yours for the future will be kindly received, and our 
former Tranſgreſſions graciouſſy paſſed over; All 
| Ground and Encouragement for ſuch a Change is ut- 
"Wy fy taken away. It requires, that we chuſe new Ob- 
| jects for our Aﬀections, draw them off from theWorkd 
F and its treacherous Allurements, from the Fleſh;/and-its 
Laſts; and ſertle them upon God and heavenly Things. 
ut He, who loves God, muſt of neceſſity'conſiderhim, 
Winder ſome other Characters, than thoſe of a ſtern 
- Judg e, and Implacable Avenger: He muſt have ſome 
"Notion of his Goodneſs! Bork of That, which is effen- 
tal to the Perfection of his d Nature: andof That, 
och infers a Diſpoſition, to be good and gracious, 
Fader and*cowpafhonate to Him in particulat. For, 
mg bur 660d is, or x poſſibly be, che Motive or 
: Ft 3 our 


f ſubſtantial Reaſon, why it met with no better Succeſs. 


din; but in ſuch a Sorrow, as is tempered and ſup- 
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our Love. And, if we have no perſusſion of that Gogs, 
it is, as to all Effect upon Us, as if it were not at all. 
For every thing works upon the Paſſions of Men, not 
according to what it is in its own Nature, but in pro- 
portion to what they ö concerning it. And 
; therefore no Man can fix his Affections on Heaven and 
Heavenly Joys, who hath no Proſpect, no Hope, of 
ever having any Part or Place There. Tis true indeed, 
Reaſon will not lead us to infer, that Sorrow for the 
aſt, or Amendment for the Time to come, can be any 
7 Satisfaction for our Offences. But Revela- 
tion hath aſſured us, that God may be appeaſed; and 
it hath told us how he is appeaſed : Even by the preci- 
ous Blood of that Son, who came to give his Life a 
Ranſom for many. God hath declared himſelf ſo fully 
in this Matter, that the very Heinouſneſs of our Sins is | 
not a greater Provocation, than the Deſpairing of Mer-/ 
cy, after we have committed them. For that Diſtruſt 
does, in effect, and by neceſſary Interpretation, make 
God a Liar, and diſparage the Merits of Chriſt's Sacri- | 
fice. It plainly argues, that we think God will not be 
ſo good as his Word; And, that there are ſome Offen- 
ces ſo horrid, that the Sufferings of his Son cannot bea 
ſufficient Compenſation for them. Thus Hope of Mer- 
cy, and Faith inthe Promiſes and Satisfaction of Chriſt, 
arethe very Lite and Spirit of true Repentance ; Eſſen- 
tial, and indiſpenſably requiſite to quicken and recom- 
mend every part of it. And, conſequently, ſo ineffe- 
Etual muſt Judas his Repentance needs have been, which 
was deſtitute of theſe neceſſary Qualifications. 

If it be enquired, how Judas came to be wanting in 
this Point; The immediate Cauſe, no Queſtion, was, 
that God had forſaken, and withdrawn his Grace from 
him. But then, if we purſue this Enquiry till farther, 
and drive it up to its true Head; The Matter will fall 
at laſt unto Judas himſelf, as the proper and original 


Cauſe of his own Miſery and Deſtruction. For, never 
was 


b , 
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oz; there a more flagrant Inſtance, of Grace obſtinately 
reliſted and abuſed; Of Advantages, and Knowledge 
o do better, caſt behind One's Back; Of preſumptu- 
ous and inflexible Reſolutions to do wickedly ; Of Re- 
roofs and timely Warnings loſt upon a hardened 
. than we may obſerve in the Caſe before us. 
Then was the Seaſon of Grace; and Means and Op- 
nities were not wanting, for deſiſting from his 
Filainous Enterprize. Tis true, the Devil is faid to 
have entered into Judas, Which ſignifies, no queſtion, a 
note than ordinary Influence, and Power over him. But 
we ſhall do well to take Notice, that this is not affirmed 


of Him, or of any other Perſon in Scripture, till we are 


fit informed of ſome very grievous, and often repeat- 
ed Impieties, which have provoked God to give them 
over to their on Perverſeneſs. When the Spirit of the 
Lord is driven away, then, and not before, the evil 
Spirit enters, and takes Poſſeſſion. Then he permits the 
| Tempter-to have his full Scope at them, by taking off 
| thoſe Aſſiſtances and Reſtraints, which before were af- 
forded, as a Check to the Luſts, and a Controul to 
his Temptations. And then God denies them the Helps 


of his preventing and Strengthning Grace, which they 


have ſo long reſiſted, and defeated. 2 
ll. Ihave now done with the Firſt Head I propoſed, 
and, from the Conſideration of Judas his Repentance, 
proceed to make ſuch Inferences from it, as are ſuitable 
to this Subject. | Ps 

1. And Firſt, Let me moſt earneſtly exhort and in- 
treat all that read this Paſſage, to conſider the mighty 
Danger, and diſmal Conſequences, of known and wil- 


ful Sins, before it be too late to prevent, or to remedy 
them. One very ſucceſsful Artifice, made uſe of by the 


| Devil for our Deſtruction, is to dreſs up his Temptati- 
ons to ſuch Advantage; that all the Profit, all the Plea- 
ſure, all we propoſe to our ſelves, as our End in ſinnings 


ſhall be ſer in its Beſt Light, and appear in Proportions 
1 larger 
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larger than the Life But all che Difficulty, all the 
Danger, the Froubles and ill Effects of it, ſfiall be in- 
finitely le ſſened to, or altogether concealed from, our 
Sight. This Detceit as One Cauſe, why we feel our 
Selyes: ſa very different Men, While we are preſſing 


forward; heated with Deſite, and big with falſe and 


flattering Expectations d from hat e are, when look. 
ing back again upon the Thing dome; and ſtung with 
Reptoaches and Sel-condempvations. For alas! Theſe 
will be ſute to have their Tum too: ind the Devil i 
not wanting in his Addteſs, in this Point alſo. Before 
the Fact, he hides all diſcouraging Qireummſtances; and 
inſinuates, how ſmalbche Fault, and how eafy to be 
Forgiven. Aſterwards, he ſhifts the Scene, diſtractz us 
with the diſmalleſt Repreſentations of our Guilt, andla 


bours to magnify our Crime, ſo as to be more horrid, 
than ean be forgiven, By the former he blows us up 


into pre ſumption; by the latter he ſinks us into De- 


ſpaĩr. And both contribute equally, to his Purpoſe of 
contriving our Ruin. But then: to be ſure; he hath us 
Faſt, when we are entangled io the Snare; careleſs what 


we do, and verily perſuaded, that there is no poſſibility 


of ever getting diſengaged. The Smart of a wounded 


Spirit, even when there remain ſome hopes of a Cure, 
and the bitter Reflections of a trembling true Penitent, 


are grievous to be born! But no Words can expreſs the 


Miſery of that Man, who hath ſinned himſelf pal 


Hope, and is given up to the Tortures and infup- 


portable Anguiſh of a condemning Conſcience. 
This was directly the State of Judas. His Greedi- 
neſs. of, Gain blinded his Eyes, and quite diverted his 
Thoughts, from conſidering the Horror of his Treache— 
y. But then that Reflection fell upon his Mind, with 


this terrible back-blow ; and he, that brought again the 


thirty Pieces of Silver, would have given ten thouſand 
Worlds, no doubt, had he been Maſter of them, never 
fo haye yielded to this Villainous Suggeſtion, When 


there” 
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yidhy Temptition n Let Us 


ardtatto talcꝭ the Thing; in ulb its different Proſpects. 


or Piofit, or Greatneſs, Whieb are apt to dazzle the 


fjewof unurary Sinners 3 but remember withal, that 
Fortd w and Death are upon thè Hook; and think what 
de ſhall do, in the End thereof. Think, I H what 
dur Condition will be, if God ſhould abandon Us to 
back Thoughts, to the Agonies of Guilt and Deſpair; 
When we ſhalt ſee nothing, but the Ureadfill lookin 

forof terridle Indignation, -when/Fiends ſhll ſurrounc 


us and Flames ſhall 'beconcinizally flaſhing i our Fa- 


ces and our Hell ſhall be already begun upon Earth. 


In other Caſes, ours Feats are apt to de the moſt wild ke 


and extravagant of all other Paſſiòhs; and ſcare us with 


Images, far hw and more frightful than the Life; 


But This is che peculiar Aggravation of a loft Sinner's 
Unhappineſs, that the Miſery, He lives in perpetual 


| dread of, infinitely exceeds alf the Terrors, even of his 
moſt jealous and melancholy Apprehenſions. An Eter- | 


nity of Torments is what no finite Imaginations can 
erer come up to. And as little can we form to our 
ſelves” a juſt Idea of the Extremity of thoſe Torments ; 
Which, though they were to laſt but for a Moment, 
would, even thus, be more inſupportable, than whole 


Ages of the moſt exquiſite Miſery, which Fleſh and 


Blood is capable of enduring, in this preſent Life. 
Oh! Were we but careful to lay theſe Things fairly 
before us, They ſure, would check us, in our hotteſt and 
moſt eager Purſuits ; and convince us, that no Conſide- 
ration can be ſufficient, for the Commiſſion of one deli- 
berate Sin. Now this is what the Example of Judas may 
be ſerviceable to us in. We may profit our ſelves of it 
greatly, by thoſe Fruitleſs Pangs of Remorſe, which 
God rejected, when he had firſt been rejected by his Ob- 
ſtinacy; By its working in us, a Dread of that Juſtice 
and Indignation, which will not always be intreated, 


if 
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if we out · tand the Seaſon of Brace; Ry convincing 
- © of the Wiſdom of that Advice, which otherwiſe our 
own lad Ince "yl 3 5 7 too late: 
SOME from Sin, as from t 4 Serpen 1 
3 3 Pa thou comeſt too near it, it will bit, 
thee : The Teeth thereof are as the Teeth of a Lion, ſaying 
the Soulgef Men. All Iniquity is as @wo-edged word 
the Wounds whereof cannot be healed. 
2. Secondly, The Inſtance before us ſhould be a dir. 
| ment, as againſt all Temptations and delibe. 
rate Offences in General, ſo more eſpecially againſt 
Covetouſneis. Tis not for nothing, that our Lord 
hath given that very ſolemn Warning, in this Matter 
. 8 ale heed and beware of (o- 
bs. - vetouſneſs. He knows, how apt this Vice, 
above all others, is to get within us; and how POwer- / 
Fal to overthrow all Regard for God and Religion. Up. 
on this Account, when the Devil had been baffled in 
other Attempts, he makes this Effort upon our Bleſſed 
. Saviour, Al] theſe things will I give thee, 
nens If houwiltfalldownand worſhip me. Hence 
Ste Paul tells us, that The love of Money is the root of all 
Evil; Thet they, who will be rich, that is, who reſolve 
and make it jt arte and + * which 
„ mayhelp them to be ſo, fallinto Temptation, 
1 25 je a "Sg and into — fooliſb and huri- 
ul Lal, ubicb drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition. 
And certainly it ought to add no ſmall weight to thoſe 
Teſtimonies, that the moſt deteſtable Villany, that 
_ ever was thought of under the Sun, was owing to the 
Force of this Temptation: That the only Inſtance of 
a deſpairing Sinner, left upon Record in the New Le. 
amen, is that of a Treacherous, and Greedy Judas. 
Nor let us vainly ſuppoſe our ſelves. above the power 
of this Luſt. For, Who ſhall preſume to be ſecure, 
when a Friend, a Diſciple, an Apoſtle, a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs, a Worker of Miracles, was yet ſeduced 
—_ N to 


7 i 


Wealth 3 turns their polluted Gais into their greateſt 
Curſe and Torment; And, inſtead of all the Ad- 
rantage and Happineſs cy ORE to themſelves, 


kaves them nothing of their wicked Purchaſe in their 


Hands, but Anxiety and Anguiſh, Terrors and Diſ- 
content in this World; and Everlaſting Miſery in the 
Next TW enen e130: 


vbo meaſure the Truth and Efficacy of their Repen- 

tance, by the inward Agonies and Sufferings of their 
own Minds. As if God could never bring a Sinner to 
Heaven, any other way, than by leading him through 
the Regions of Hell. Tis true indeed, No Man re- 
pents truly, without a very ſerious and afflicting Con- 
cem for having Offended. But then This muſt be an 
Active and a Fruitful Sorrow. Such as produces a juſt 


Diſpleaſure againſt our ſelves, an irreconcileable Hatred 


of Sin, vigorous Reſolutions, and a watchful Care, to 
avoid it for the future. And it is not a flight and ſu- 
perficial Sorrow, that will ſuffice for theſe Purpoſes. 


But, be the degree of Smart more or leſs, whatſoever 


worketh Repentance (that is, effectually changes our 
Spirit and Behaviour) is, without doubt, a Godly Sor. 
row, and Great and Painful enough. Let us then try 
our Sorrow by theſe Marks, and judge of the Degree by 
the Effects; for this Rule can never deceive us. But, 


to meaſure its Efficacy by the Degree, is a very prepo- 


ſerqu, 


. Thir 40 and Lafth 3 | The Example of 8 Judas udas here 
uiets us, what falſe Meaſures thoſe Men go upon, 
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ſterous Method, and liable to many great and fatal Mi. 
ſtakes. For no Remorſe is ſo afflicting, as That which 
ſhuts Men out from all Comfort: And yet this Remorſe 
is, of all other, the moſt fruitleſs, and the fartheſt off 
from true Repentance. There may be, and there often 
is, great Danger in the very Degree of our Sorrow. Por, 
if This degenerate into Aſtoniſhment and Perplexity 
of Heart, into the Darkneſs of Horror and Confuſion, 
into Diſtruſt of Mercy through Chriſt, and a Perſuaſion 
that our Sin is greater than can ever be forgiven; It is 
as diſpleaſing to God, and as deſtructive of Repentance, 
as it is tormenting and uncomfortable to the Patient's 
own ſelf. So that, where theſe Terrors are not the ef. 
fect of Diſeaſe, and a Melancholy Conſtitution, (a 
very often they are) they ought to be looked upon, as | 
a freſh Aggravation of the Fault. For this reaſon God 
' promiſes to heal the broken in Heart, to pour Balm into 
_ theſe Spiritual Wounds, by reviving Hopes, and ſea- 
ſonable Conſolations, and the ſupporting Senſe of his 
Favour and Readineſs to be reconciled, and the cheer- 
ing Proſpect of an everlaſting Bliſs, which ſhall wipe 
away all Tears from the Eyes of theſe Pious Mourners. 
And upon the ſame Account, St. Paul commands the 
Corinthians, To forgive and reſtore the In. 
ceſtuous Perſon, whom they had caſt out 
of the Church, leſt perbaps ſuch a one ſhould be ſwallowed 
up with ver- much Sorrow. In a word, God values Mens 
Reformation, more than their Sighs and Tears. Indeed, 
he values Theſe, only ſo far as they contribute to That: 
And thoſe Men are ſorry as they ought, who. are ſo 
ſorry, as to fin no more. Let no Man therefore diſ- 
tract himſelf with vain and fantaſtical Notions in this 
Matter; but let us every one ſo now Lament his paſt 
_ Offences, as to forſake and amend them. And Bleſſed 
ere all they who thus mourn, For they ſhall not fail to be 
comforted. : | 
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For the EPpIS TL k. 
Iſaiah Ixiii. 


1. H O ts this that cometh from Edom ⁊vith died garments from Bozrab, + 
this that is 2 in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his 
* frrength ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. | 
2. Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth | 
in the wine fat? ; : 
3. 1 have trodden the 2vine-preſs alone, and of the people there wvas none with me + 
for Iwill tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood 
Rall be ſprinkled upon my garments, and I will flain all my raiment, 
4+ For the day of wengeance is im mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is 
* | 
5. And I looked and there vas none to help, and I wondered that there was none 
oa s therefore my own arm brought Salvation unto me, and my fury, it up- f 
ne. | ; 


6. And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my 
and I will bring down their ſtrengtb to the _ | | . 
7. I will mention the loving-kindneſſes of the Lord, and the praiſes of the Lord, ac- 
cording to all that the Lord hath beſtowed on us, and the great goodneſs toward the 
- bouſe of Iſrael, wvhich he had beflowwed on them, according to bis mercies, and accord- 
ing to the multitude of his loving-kindneſſes. | 
$. For be ſaid, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie : ſo be wvas their 


Saviour, | 3 | v 
9. In all their affiition he wwas afflifted, and the Angel of his preſence ſaved them: i 
in bis love, and in hispity, be redeemed them, and be bare them, and carried them all | _ 


the days of old, - 

10. But they rebelled, and wexed his boly Spirit: therefore be was turned ta be their 
memy, and he fought againſt them. | a 

11. Dben be remembred the days of old, * and his people, ſaying, Where is be 
that brought them up out of the ſea, with the Shepherd of his flock? Where is be that | 
put bis holy Spirit wvithin bim? f 5 | 

12. That led them by the right hand of Moſes, with his glorious arm, dividing the 
water before them, to make himſelf an everlaſting Name ? 
13. That led them through the deep, as an horſe in the wilderneſs, that they ſhould = 


not Humble ? | 
14. As a beaft goeth down into the _— the Spirit of the Lord cauſed bim to refs : 1 

ſo didft thou lead i people, to make thy ſelf a glorious Name, = 
15. Look down from Heaven, and behold from the babitation of thy bolineſs, and of y | 


thy glory : aubere is thy zeal, and thy ſtrength, the ſounding of thy bowels, and of thy 

mercies toward me are they reſtrained ? | 1 
16. Doubtleſs Thou art our Father, though Abrabam be ignorant of us, and Iſraet 

22 us not : Thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer, Thy Name 1s from 

.everiafting, Fn ; 
. Tord, why haſt thou made us to err from thy wvays ? and hardened our 

' beart from thy fear # Return for thy ſervants ſake, toe tribes of thine inbe- 

-ritance, DN ; e 
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1 — coaſifis of ThreePany 
Fox ys.” I In the 5 „The Prophet deſcribes 
a Vidtorious Deli verer, teturning from the Slaughter 


of his on and God's Enemies. In the Second, He 
breaks out into Praiſe: for all the wonderful Mercies, 
beſtowed on his Churthand People 3 recounts the ma- 
ny ſignal Appearances of his Power in their Favour, 
don from their Reſcue from the Bondage 
ef Egyps; enlarges upon the Condutting 
them averthe.Red Sea, through the Wilderneſs, to the 
Land of Promiſe, where at lengthhe fixed; and cauſed / 
them to Reſt; And:intermingles, with the mention of 
theſe Bleſſings, the Ingratitude and Diſobedience of the 
Ifraelites, which. often: provoked God to Chaſtiſe them 
with Afffictions, and ſuffer their Enemies to gain Ad- 
vantage over them. In the Third, He 
224. S. te be does, in the Name of that People, car- 
neſtly apply to God by Deveut Prayer: 
Lament his Diſpleaſure, and their Aas, the wretched 
Cauſe of it; Conjure him by his former Loving kind- 
neſs, by the Relation he bore to them, as his Children 
and Covenanted People, By the Truſt they repoſed in 
Him alone, And by — preſent Calamitous Condition, 
to aſſert his own Right and Honour, to deliver his 
Sanctuary and Church from the Inſults and Tyranny of 
Idolaters, who Prophaned his Temple, and Perſecuted 
his Truth. 

What particular Juncture of Circumſtances this Pro- 
pheey was directed to, is not very material at preſent, 
to ſpend time in Examining. The Method, I am en- 
gaged in, — to make ĩt properly my Buſineſs, to ip 
| P y 


Fer. 7. s. 
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W 
ply this Scripture re ta, ſuch Meaning and Purpoſes, 25 


the Church, by appointing ĩt a Part in the Office of this = 
Day, intended: we ſhall. take. it in. And therefore = 
that Signification, which is. moſt; nearly allied to the 
other Portions of Holy Writ, which it ſtands amongſt. 
rotions, Will.nce no other reaſon, to recommend it 


ou. N 
Now in. the HFiſt of thoſe. Barts which ſcems chiefly Mi 
to call for qur Meditation; The. Prophet introduces = 
ſome Perſon, wondering at a ſurprizing, yells which þ 
then preſented itſelf. By that Perſon; Some under- | 
ſtand tlie Prophet himſelf in a Viſion.; Others, as St. 
quem, the Holy. Angels. The Matter of this Wonder 
vs Conqueror returning, Bloody from Battle: Of 
hom the following Account. is given by way of Dia- 
lague, and. in anſwer to the Queſtions, Who he is, and 
wynſo Hahited: That a mighty Victory had been 
| obtained, at the Expence of much Blood and Slaughr 
ter, by the powerful, but ſingle Arm of this Mighty 
Warriour. That by this Victory a total Rout wa: 
given to his Adverſaries at a time, when, if He had 
not engaged, no other was diſpoſed, no other able, to 
bare quelled the Outrage and Havock they were mak - 
ing. And that the Stained Garments he „ 
then wore, demonſtrated the Sharpneſs f 
| the Engagement; As his Mien, and Manner of Ap- 
proach,denoted the Invincible Greatneſs of his Strength 
By this Deſcription, there cannot, I conceive, beany 
reaſonable: doubt, whether we be not now invited to 
contemplate: the Hardſhips,. and the Succeſs, of that 
Combat with the Enemies of our-Souls, by which Chriſt 
brought Salvation to Mankind. For ſuch: was His Con- 
queſt of Sin, and Death; when he wreſted the Prey out 
of the Hands. of Satan, and, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 
ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, triumphing over them in 
bi Crojs, A Conqueſt full of Wonder, that, in the boy 
: | l 


Kbb of — Dice wereg Such - Hd. 
den Power; That made the once infamous and accurf 
ed Tree, an Inſtrument of Honour to himſelf, and of 
Bleſſings to the whole World: Turned the Object of 
all Mens Averſion and Scorn;' to a means of drawing al 
Mex uh. Death, by enduring ir; by the 
ring dur of his own Blood, took Vengeance on the 
alice vf that. wicked Spirit, which ſpilt it; and; by 
the gonies of a wn Oe re 
table, hach preven che veriattiny | Torments 
mkny tions bf Souls,” N 743 10 
eck le idus — bs: Theſe) ade plack in 
inc hr this time: That they may put to f. 
tinence of thoſe Cavils, > WHI2H ti vnthink- 
and crolegtiobd People&s; from the Hiſtory of ou 
elch and Sufferings, take the Con debe w. 
Fob "And which; When that Hiftory is fo oft incul. 
cated and uppermoſt in our Minds, (as no it ought bo 
be) the Temprer may fratch this, "as à favourable Op- 
| Portunity, for Suggeſting Were we indeed to read 
the bare N and ret in eee Nen 
might n gether -vhaccoun how God. 
ſhould'givs up his own Bleed Son, K6w:thit Cocter- 
nal Sou thoatd*tive/hindſdlf, to ſo much Miſery ind 
Shame: Bot, by joining the Epi le and Geſpel of this 
Day together,” the 1eaſor'of that Myſterieus Diſpet. 
Aton is in fone degree, explained" te us. The Saß 
feringzs related chere, are abundantly juſtified,” by thi 
befieficidl Conſequence? aſcribed to them Here!” The” 
Redemption'sf Fallen Man (Hnee God in Mercy will 
pltaſed'es eſteem it otherwiſe) it won ain er WRT; 
ure We ny the'Benkfit; WH are indeed the Por" 
_ chaſe ro'thinRutiworthy, for his Son to Undertake; Up 
| Bought 600 eur at any Price 079 21 1 109100008 
Burt, us the Advantages arifingfrom hence prove tie 
Y E and Reaſonabieneſs; So dees mother Argu. 


ment, furniſhed 69 by le e het here; N Nane 
PR ry 
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„w CO — — ——— — 
af this Diſpenſation. For, by ſaying, that Ha trad 
te Wine-Pre/s alone, that ure tua: ne Hulper, and the 
ile, He does r affirm, as St. Peter did after- 
1 the Juan Synagague. that Ade 0 12. $115 
nn bor wm np m Men can be Sa- Mead 
us None leſs chan He, who nodertook it was ch» 
able of procuring ſo glorious a Deliverance. p mere 
| PTY 2 from Sins of his own, and all, who 
We nd in, —75 of the Sacrifice of ano- 
there * an coul be ER lly In 
2 | 


mult be. much pe Man, wr 
reater- Love: thas Ah bath 1 IT 
be lay den lis Life for bis, Frimds But to 
oy 1 for Enemies, and Rebels, and 
das, (auc Sinners are all theſe) is @ 1 r e Fs 
alection of Love, 10 which, He He only eV LOTION) 
ud CON 0:UP>} who is Love it ſelf... ©2282] 53820. 
ra KUN therefore. let us, with Al | 
ankfulnely, . give the whale Glocy ofthe oble 1 * 
8 Acknowledgigg all our Happineſs, an | 
2 } WY, the Effcdt,..not. of « our Qwny not 
| bc ehen, Mer 


'the Prophet hege 
cling, ( 


| — — ent lament. thoſe { 3 
2 added. 00 his: Acconot: —— 
onable, in Terms fo, e 


NE INS 


Deliverance out Kennt, 
. 


* . 88 2 = 
— — 


= Mona I Kan 


ned, a the Ex pense h var Lender 
* Life,” Conway opened, preffions, as — rata "as Hu- 


man Hearts can nie, ? If the Prophets confeſs, chat 
after all thoſe extraordinary Appearances of Almighty 
God in their Behalf, his People's- diſingenuous Beha- 
viour turned him to be their Enemy; how greatly 
ought We to fear, how carefully to avoid, any un- 
worthy Returns, to One who hath Loved us ſo — 4 
ly, which may juſtly alienate his Affection from us; 
and be at onee our eternal Ruin and Reproach ? If He 
again thought the former Favours of God, and the Re 
membrance'of his Covenant, proper Inducements to 

Incline his Mercy; With what Confidence may We 
de allowed to approach. him, in the Anguiſh- of eur 
Souls, in Diſtreſſes and Temptations, when we plead 


his Son's Name and Merits for Acceptance, and de- 


_ the Goodneſs, which hath not only done, 
wed, fo much for our Sakes, for all proper 
Succours and Comforts? *Fis true, our Difficulties are 
many, our Enemies mighty, our ſelves Impotent to 
the laſt Degree. But let it be remembred, for our Sup- 
; that more are They that are wietr us, chan l 
chat are or can be againſt us: That the Heat of the 
Action 1 8 and we march e agamſt a Force ahead 
4 diſcomfited. He that is i e to: Save, 
ee 15: Ele that hach reden rhe Wine-pref 0 eh 
Father's Wrath alone, hath broken then in his 
and trampled them in his Fury. And all' the Rep 
ſentations of his bitter Sufferings, which we ate. 355 
eſpecially converſant with; are not only ſt many Th 
timations, 
But certain Evidences withals that oe Bloody Firlt 
is won. And all the Pfapen and Fears, "the: Bait 
ing and Mournings, thatnow kymble our Souls, and, 
_ _ exexciſe- our Bodies, are not the: .and- efficicnt 
Cauſes of this Conqueſt; but een of ups 


| of Re- 
piying, anFfecuring "AY" They are * 


o, much this Conqueſf ſtood ＋ 4 75 
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IT ©bratience, Which Hope to be 888 pred 
"he Beloved not in any Virtue of their own, ab 
| titted Lor Frihr: "Decent Expremions of Graricude 
ud Love, to a Saviour; ſocliberal of himſelf for out 
alyition;” Thos we may die after his Example, die 
o the Sins, which pierced his Soul to Death; ; Andy 
fog again to nglrecufneſs, conquer; as fl hith 
bone; conquer our vicious Appetites effeQually; an 
tattiple' own every untuly Paſſion. $5 Mall de be 
to attend, to bear a part in, his Friumphs; 
And; in the midſt of our Religious Sympatniies, hett | 
neking away in Sorrow for his Agonies and Death, 
have 4 Righe to ſuſtain our Spirits, with the Prof) ws 


« a =o in-rhe Glories of his ReſurreRtion. ” Ag 
with 4 2 
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"I. And the fo 277 of unleavencd bread, u 1 

ciples {whe unto Lan, Bere wilt thou cher we go NY 

ebe paſſover ol Nav n Wd 5 
13. Jud be fend ferth ton of bis e, Yo age 2 . 


city, and t eee a man bearing a 
14. And w 1 ee Cate The mafer 


Where is the gueſt-c Hall eat the Paſſover wvith my diſciples ? 
15. And be wi 5 yo « lag appr room urn and prepares, Hee 
PE 
} . e N . 
unto them : ps . | 


17. Aud in t Fg nod ra be 4 b the ebe. ECT, 

. And on thy ſat and id et | Fea ſid, Verity 1 jig unte 06 ori 
which . wit Hall betray $ 

l en, they — be ſerrewfel, and to ſay unto bi hun, Yo 

ane 2 5 # OMG ** you 

20. And be anſwered and ſaid unto them, Þ i one of the cher car jg 

with me in the di * | 


21. The ſon of man indeed goeth, as it is written of. Bj 
whom the n, "Good were it for that 


3 And as they did eat, 1 took bread, and blefſed, 2110. POLE 


them, and ſaid, Take, eat: This is my 8 

23. „ e the cup, — bed pines an to. he gave it to them: ard 

they all drank of it. 
434. And be ſaid unto them, This is my blood of tbe New Tarent which 


ma 
| fo may. T ſay inte you, Twill drink no more of the frait of the- wine, until that 
day that I drink it new in the tingien of. 2 
456. And when they bad ſung oh winter tb ore le 
27, And Feſus ſaith unto them, 1 ve /ba ecauſe of 9c: lg Wy 
it is written, I will mite the herd, + % $A "ſheep ſhall be featrered. | 
28. But after that T am riſen, I will 17775 before you inte Celle. "20 Ho. 2. 5 
29 · But Peter ſaid unto bim, Altbo all be o 8 1 et. will . 
30. And Jeſus ſaith unto bim, Ve = I ſay. unto thee, "that. this. . even 18 
this night, before the cock crow ebice, 7 A deny me bier. | 
31. But be pale the mad at I ould die wpith thee, ie dy 
: thee in an cui ſe. Likewiſe 3 ty 75 P 
2 Os » 36” . d Getbſen 3 


came to a plac 

x Sit ye here, while 170 
e ge , PET 1e Er 
en 


een 


amazed, and te be 7080 
ee eee 
and watch. _ OCT 
be . And be went forwar «pi e | 0 1 
le, the hour mi from bim. 2 bt 
MT 5 ſaid, N Fat > > all tbig G ks 9 705 whe ay | 
2 nevertheleſs, not e it thou wile. WTE > ; 
45 Ln be cometh, and findethr ; and 2 unto Bau, inen, 1 
2 26 not thou —— one der fe n 
38. Watch ye and pray, left ye « Ss: paris Fi 
3 is ak, 84 A” 8 f 
. Sher 988 e Gant way, and pro | 0 and ſpate the abs ame PEE 7 
2. r ound thay aſeg rr (fr e | 
| . 8 d u. 
i . yo "4 * dl a 8 th 2 = 8 1 N W N 4 10 
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b. "hd be cometh the third time, and ſaith unto them, Sleep. on now, = take 
, "the dert in came, Behold, the ſon of man is 7525 ze cle 


JJ * 


1 ad * 1 Gs Ae 


PRIſe af; "Tet i Yo. Lo, 5. that 22 — me  irar band. 5 ; 
i — ee, wphile be yet 22 
be elder * the chief prieſts, and the 
IDE elders. 


eee bam the 5 wha 1 Whomſoever 
Gs that ſame is Be ; take bim, and lead bim 2 4 - 
45- 25 755 2 tos Foe; . ps nee, m, and ſaith, Ow 
5 fret Bands on bim, and took bim. 
42 ay ain that flood by, drew a feoord, ond nies ſervint eu 
2 c. 
enfevered, and ſaid unto them, Are come out as a thi 
with Ear end hl Fw to | 4 gain 2 
4 pad e ne, 
Sriptures muſt be ful) 
$0. And they all forſook him and fed. | 
57, And 2 ed bim ue —_— e tb co abu bis 
wed body, ip the young men {aid 
. ht be Ts Nen cloth, and fled from them naked. 
40 2 2 ed Fer rr ta the vigh pricf, and with him tere ofentied allth | 
E 0 


and th and the ſcribes. lace of 
Peter followed bim afar off, even into the palace of the hi and be 
Ir wo thithe fervants, "and warmed himſelf at the fire. hr: 
7 nd the chief 22 and all the council ſought for witneſs againſt dali, fo 


und 1 none. 


; 56; For mg 5e Falſe r ay; him Bur thein witneſs agreed not togetbers 
$7. And there aro 75 and bare fal Jie witneſs againſt bim, 4 ing, 
9. We heard Bi ſay, 1: wilt: 2 55 tbrs ok that is made wit 8 and wb 


Ache e Amor ber nia Neider, bande. 
8 Jui h&:tber ſo ie id ther witnef os ree tog ether hed 5 
Ard the bigh * 9 A end 6 e £ bh 
| 1 e hich 725 e 3 ** ? fo TE 1 
185 A nothin be bi 25 a 
dif is fe fed an 1/aoere ** the big prief afted im 


i, the fon of the b 92 Fo 
; and {ye all fee the ſon of man fur on the-right 
Cs be 


Feſes, 
"ud RE: way e clouds of heaven. 

ehe bigh 2 pri ro rent his 10 7 75 and ſaith, What need wwe any farther 

5 7 e ald cin (hint gu? And they all condermed bin 

Ky rp on bim to cover his face, and to be bis and ts 

oe bely Hy the e 'gid id flrike 22 the 2 their bands. 

t [as Peter, wa e F n the + palace, 1 there cometh one of the maids of * 


4 fd Wed Hh a 2 E. hooked upon bin, and ſaid, 4nd 


68, 1 55 ow not, — thou ſayeſt. Ard 
1 5 e, bigan to ſay to them that food by, * This is. 


4 par be denied i it again. And a little after, 22 that flood by, ſaid apein to % 
13 theu art ene of them, for thou art a Galilean, and thy ſpeech agzeeth 
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5 In E Clara Ne Treachery, i in deliver. 
'L ing up his Maſter to the will: of. thoſe Blood- 
1 bey Enemies,” whoſe implacable Malice. fought his 

"Lite; we e had qccalighy r 5 0 to con. 


9 of his Body ca 
vi Blood ned, for us. le ben 
2 * poſe, particularly to treat hereafter; Let 
e 4 B08 preſent therefore attend him to the 
[i den; In company of his Three Choice Friends 
We] thenceto'the Fligh-Prieft's Hall. And Fo we ſhal 
/ the'Meditationsof this Day, partly on his Suf 


23 
10 Ferings and Behaviour there; and partly on the uf 
app Citeamſtances, into which one * of chal Belovelly' 


' Companions ſhortly after fell. The Former will! 
ruct us how much he was content to endure for Ou 
alits * The Latter; will put us in Mind of our om 
N Feel, >whes content (and, as We think, able) . 
Feet moch. for His. Upon which occaſions. we vi 

as tther confider, What Reparations are fit to be made 
er a Failures of Duty, which ſuch. Trials of 0 
--« Falfely Toppoled Strength. ſhall; DA Humiliatc 
be Pereni ited to drive us inte. iSd enn, 
e 'thens What more rely atation g 
pee deſii=of our Lordls willing Sufferings for Ou 


les chan this, — the 3 Scene in the Gi * 
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| i ſets before our Eyes ? Thoſe Tortures of Body, 
WH od thatexceeding Sorrow and Heavinels of Soul, even 
 yato Death? Thoſe Agonies andearneſt Prayers, which 
red qven.Sweats of Blood, and a moſt vehement 
unity that tlie Bitterneſs of that Cup, he was 

then about to drink, might, if 3 from Him; 
Theſe are all Indications of Anguiſh' and Grief of 
Heart, -greater than can be expre id, on this occaſion; 
By all cheſe Pangs our Lord hath convinced us, at 
bon dear a Price he thought our Souls worth'Putchal- 
inf, and what Obligations to Love and Gratitude lie 
upon Them, for hom he endured ſo much. By theſe 
che news how highly diſpleaſing to God Sin is 3 and 


Rerſonal· Guilt and Obſtinacy render them Obj jets of 
Divine» Wrath and Vengeance; ſince ſo — a Load 
ofSafferings was lait on the Son of his Love, as almoſt 
quite weighed down a Perſon perfectly Innocent, when 
da ſubmitted to bear the Sins of Others. So heavy, 
thut even He, who declares the Deſign of his coming 


and Tuſte of it, deſire, if it park be, a Releaſe from 
e dn which Defire becauſe there are ſome Difficulties, 
gt Mal! do well to conſider the probable Reaſons of 


„„ 
0 No it not by any enn be iangineck that this 
1 ; {from Ignorance of his Father's Pur- 


i Oyfrom want of that Conſtancy and Reſolution, which 
Yam che Generous Undertaker of it > Or from any 
i Abatement of his Love towatd the miſerable Wretches, 
0e hom he under took it : Or from Raſimeſs or Inad- 
_ Tenceney in that trying Hour Leaſt of all could it pro- 
eech om any ſion of: his Father's Anger at 
e ae, Vw! | uuns onen engeged in an Aa, the 


urbar Horror and Dread they are to look for, whoſe 


imo the World 1d have been, that he might ſuffer, 
und drink chat bitter Cup; did yet, upon the Approach 


0 'thar-Requeſt, und to e the Manner and Temper 


pole, in relation to this Affair of Man's Redemption: 


n PET; E moſt 


— ceeptible — bene; —— 
| ft 4 
2x i, o101:ftanebofObedience;and That We 
File 3. %% zocke Scriptore tkcharts hitty te have bee: 
tic : 00\HightyRewaded,nay'to have 

-£ 5E7269 >: MA Senſc ef H Duty, a abemm 
of uch truꝛding Glory and Rewards Al 
theſe are Interptrtatioms chat derogate from his Ho-. 
nous and argues Wealtnefs, of which he was norG. 
Pable. «= And therefore, ifive will be juſt to his Cha- 
racter ſomecother RecgumriUανt be given of this Attic 
on conſiſtent witk tho roſt if his 8 
vun anch nd way um worth of the Son-of God: 
Now —— neceſfary ae dmc 
ber, that this So f God-wasi aHoi the Son of Man: 
That che Human; no leſsctchan the Divine; Nature had 
itz Fat in dur Redemption: That, without an Union) 
of Boch; the ſcheme gloen us of ity way altogether / 
impracticable:Thar,rhis Union notwithſtanding, 4 
Powetsiand Properties of each Nature nontinued 
fectiy diſtinct, and wero exerted, or ſuſ 0 1 
rally, as fic Oecaſions offered. The | 
theſe/Remarks is;ichatifowewillavoid Confuſion, we 
mult becoarefut,;jnifpeaking of our Saviours Actionz 
doaaſcribe them to that Pigs ple, from hence chey 
took i Nie or die Mirasle, his diſeovering the 
- ferrets of Mens Hearts and the like; de properly be. 
long to the DiV ine But his ſufferings, his Death 
95 D thing that bears the Marks ôf Infirmity or 

ubmiſſion; are peculiar vo efte Human, Nature in 
. ©1:.230520nal lo us 363. Al W 9-001) 
\Hmregatilchen/riat che Bicacy of Man'sReden = =_ 
dependedupon a real Conjunction of theſe Two Natu 
in one Haran qt ws needful. chat clear and undoubted 
Exidenceghovldbe given of them Both in the Actions. 
and Conduct uf our Nedee mer. But the diſtinguiſting 
Cn ofthe: Human Nature do not r 
in any S e * 
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ache Operations eſſential to, and: Affecti gc 
pd why the Human Soul. And thetefore, it was 
byao' means ſufficient, to prove dur Saviour | 
tate took» part of the ſame Fleſh and Blood; bil G 
-ad-aiſo been demonſtrated; chat ht did partake, in 
lug manner, of all the ame in ward Paſſions and Iauli- 
gates which are natural to Mankind 
Now ſuch, in particular, are ſtrong Deſires of preſent 
gaſt and ſafet) 3 Fear of, and Averſion to, Pain and 
Deilh, and whatever may greatly diſturb, or quite diſ- 
ſolves” — met On Conſtitution; For/fenſt;)as'well. 
s Reaſon, is a part of Human Nature. Fhe Impreſſi- 
o eof the Former are no leſa inter woven with our ori- 
ginal Oompoſition, than the Dictates of the Latter And 
the Weakneſs or Corruption of Human Nature, as the 
Gale now ſtands with us. does not lie, in dur being very 
teaderly moved with Objects of ſenſe and with the 
Aﬀections they taiſe in us; but in our Proneneſs to be 
orerdorn by thoſe Affections, and to act againſt the 
Roles al Reaſon and Religion. Infirmities theſe may 
ſon of the Freedom and Perfecs: 
60860 and unbodied Spirits But they are 
lun, as our Nature cannot be exempted from. And, 
had Sufferings and Death been perfectly indiffarent to 
out Bleſſed Saviour, it is not to be conceived bow he 
ad ld have been our Saviour. For, upon theſe Term 
le could not be like us in all things, ſin only excopted, 
that is, He had not been truly Man. 10103 1 ttt 
This ſeems to be ſufficiently clear, from the: Condi- 
tion of Alam; in the ſtate of Innocence; to whom, even 

Death was threatened; aa Puniſhment. But every 
. — ſuppoſes the Matter of it to be ſomething. 
ob bie the Party concerned ihath a Horror and Dread ʒ 
And, upon that Account, thinks himſelf highly con- 
— avoid it: Sothat theſe Apprebenſioni in Alam 
dere plainly antecedentito his Fall, not any part of his 
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Deſcription, of A barbarous Indignities our 
Bleſſed: Saviour ſuffered, and of the Meek Deportment 
under them; as looks more like an Hiſtorical Narra- 
ton of Facts already paſs d, than a Prediction of Events 
then ſeven Hundred Years to come. Had Iſaiah been 
t at the High Pneſt's Palace and the Judgment. 
What fuller Repreſentation could He, what in- 
deed yo the Evangeliſts themſelves, give, mote punc- 
dau than that, which the Holy Ghoſt hath here in- 
pred him with? They, who attend to the Connexion 
of This, with the Chapter next before; will ſee reuſdn 
ſucient to conclude, that the ju — in both, per- 
ſonates the Mefhab. And they the ac- 
We count here, with that of our Lord's Paſſion i in the New 
Rament, muſt be utterly Blind, or extremely Perverſe, 
ik they can any longer ſuffer themſelves to doubt; whe: 
ther Jeſas of Nazareth were that Meſſiah. © 1 5 | 
In regard then, that this Prophecy is ſo hae) EG 
aſk no Enlargement, either for the Interpreting, or H 
the Applying it: We may very welt join it wi 'the HA 
Goſpel of the Day, as partly Introductory, and partly 
8 Parallel, to it. The Affronts and Injuries committed 
won our Bleſſed Saviour, at the Palace of the High- 
Prieft, make the Subject of this Epiſtle 3, which leads 
| lim, as it were, from. the Garden;-chro' all 9 8 
u Steps of Rudeneſs, and Violence, Nat and 
ndReproach, till it ſets him at Pilates Bar. There. 
8 © Golperrakes him up, and carries by on to Cruci- 
fon and Death. 80 chat Both toge ther, proceeding 1 
N fo regular a Method, and akg one continued El 
Relation, I chooſe. to treat upon tilem together Not no 
lorgetting;, in the mean while, ſome Particulars, which 
825 here ſuggelſs eff Matter för, and fit to be 
1 obſerved 
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= as — well ſuited for the Cloſe of th the 
Whole. Such are, . 1 

1. The Expedience of that ee who came to 
Expiate for the Sins of the World, not only Dying a 
a Sacriſice, but Prefacing that Death with all the 10 
aggravating Fierurances of e and _— __ 
Deteſtation. $1444 £6 V5 F 88 | 

2. The Uſe and Comfort, Which theſe Suff 
of our Bleſſed Lord may be of, to Good Men, when 
under any Eemier of AﬀuCtion or Dilgrace, Ver. 7 
to 11. ABI t . 

3. The Diſappointment. and Guile and fevere Pu 
* e of our Great Maſter's Murtherers and Per- 
ſecutorsz And, in proportion, of All, who depend 
altogether upon human Means for compaſſing their De 
ſigns: Eſpecially if, as in the Caſe before us, thoſe 
Means or Deſigns, be (both, or either, of them) Wick. 
ed. Thus much I gather from Ver. 7, 8, 9, 11. 

Such is the Improvement of the Paſſage at hand, 
obvious to every Reader; and all exemplified in the 
Sufferings and Death 1 _ Dear e A to 1 
we will now ae 
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V 8 the morning, the chief priefts bell a 3 9 
* the elders and ſcribes, — ae Bound Feſas, and car- 
on. 3. 7ied bim away, and delivered bim to Pilate. 
95 2. And Pilate afted bin, Art thou the king . Son Jews P And he IT. 
2 . fed bim of i bings : but be anfevered wt 
. [De (DIE ies accu 0 fRInps 2 
5 And 5 cet bim again, faxing, infer thou 8445 F Beb TT 
f witneſs againſt t 
6; 7 'Feſus yet anſwered nathi fo that Pilate marvelled. j 
Now ar that feaſt be releaſe kno them bne Priſoner, ephomſoever t ry def 
« Hind there was ons named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that 
«Zion wwith bim, abo had committed murtber in the inſurrection. 
8. Fan art e ied ds be bad ror 
unto them, F 5 8 : £44 K 2 5 
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13 4 cried out again, Crucify him, : 

* tlate ſaid unto them, 'what evil hath be done? And thy wind 
aut the more exceeding ly , Crucify Bim. 1 : 
1 — Pe, late 7477 to content the þ , releaſed Barabbas unto them, and 
2 ſcourgad bim, to be crucified. 8 
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get bis Bead. 25 
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1 222 gave bim to deink; wine mingled with nyrrb : but be received it not, 
24nd. they bad crucified bim, ON Nee eee ee 
| tins What every man ſhould take, 1-4 
2 Nr And it was the third bour, and + | crucified bim. 
127 55 of bis accuſation was Twritten over, THE KING or 
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th that 755905 8 buildeſt it in three days. | a 
30, Save thy ſelf,” and come down from the croſs. © 

33. Likezviſe alſo the chief prieffs mocking, laid a themſelves with 8 
He 2 75 others, himſelf be cannot ſave. 

Let Chrift the king of 1ſrael deſeend now from the wo . wemay ſeeand * 
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power to move Compaſſion, and melt us into Tears; 
1 Barbarity and Inſolence of Baſe and Wicked 
Men, could. provoke qur juſt Indignation and Abhor. 
rence z let f it appear at this time. At this, I ſay, the 
Service ts us with a Scene of the blackeſt 
Pillaay. chat ener malicious and exraged People were 
Guilty of z and at the lame time too, with the brighteſ; 
the moſt unſpotted | Virtus, the mcekeſt, the moſt inyin- 
ible bed that over 9 9 in human Fleſh. Had 
þ very vi .expoled,. abuſed, tor- 


Im 
mented, us the * relate; yet the Cruelty, | 
even to ſuch a Man, would have been thought great, 


and the faulneſs of his. Guilt would ſcarce have extin- 
guiſh'd-all our Eity. But when à Perſon was ſo ill 
treated whoſe only Meſſage into the World was to lead 
Nen noche e who was cn mag ep 2 


wid with t x ee Deteſtation of thoſe Mereileſs 
Malicious Wretches, that inflicted it upon him ? All 
this, I fay, is due to our Lord's Innocence and injured 
Virtue. Bot, when we conſider farther, that thoſe Suf- 
ferings had a ſecret End, zuuſen to the Beholders of 
them at that time; that they were directed and deſign- 
ed by 1 God, to the moſt glorious Purpoſes 
of redeeming-Mankind from Sin and Hell, and m ing 

this Juſt and Holy Perſon a Sacrifice, and Atonement 
for the whole World; When we obſerve that he fu 
_ fered far Is, in Our Stead, and for Our unſpeakable 
Benefit; Then Pity is too ow, too cold a Paſſion; but 
it is neceſſary ve ſhould be tranſported with Nees 
and infa wed with Gratitude and Love. The b r 

Vs, though. in all thole l Circumſtances, that air 
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ne have d foftaed Death, and made it the moſt e 
and tolerable, that it could be made; is what moſt 


De who are fond of Eife, for the mere — — 
in have reaſon to-Mapnify, as an unparallel'd In- 


dude of Kindneſs. But, to ſubmit to All thoſe Ag- 


gavatians, which add te the Terrors of Dying, and 
ae inf wy more Grie vous, chan rhe thing ir ſelf; 


, that there was nothing thought tov 
ging gour'Happineſs': And; at His 


anc 
eee * 


— — necelty ef 'Dying, as We alt are; bur 
OY Bea ent uf Eg My; God, above the reach 


of Su 
Balfibſe us ke was; He made thät his O Choice, 
which could nor be his Fats He took à Body capa- 


ing Was 
tet ſpate his on So ſo far was the Son from patin 
We for T Ts. 2 NN 4 2 — 445 8 
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dar cry pieces of Silver: Tobe betrayed and Sold by 


fem the Temp 
lis Maſter: To be aſſaulted with Swords and Staves, 


lſukedover: To be expoſtd tot ary Tongues 


a 
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22 an Bound, | 
Nay, which is yet more; This Perſon was net under 


fferin g or Pain, or Corruption: And yet Bleff. 


bie et Miſery and Death; and he took it on Purpoſe, 
be might Suffer ann Die in it. S0 free, 10 Saz. 
Was this -GSOdnefs: So little did the Eternal Fa- 


ivery ow and poor bne too: Thar Blood,” Which was a 
Purchaſe more than equivalent to the whole World, rat- 


ohe of his own Servants, his Friend and conſtant Com- 
| pinion; One, Who was honoured with the Dignity of 
in ApoRtte, with the power of working Miracles, with 
aCommiſſion of Preaching his Goſpel, and (to free him 
n of ſuch baſe Avarice) was intruſt- 


Wwith the Bag, and made Diſtributer of the Stores of 


nd Apprehended as 2 common Robber, and Peſt of 
Mankind > To be halted from one High- Prieft to Ano- 
ther, and there Blindfolded, ſpit upon, Buffeted and 


in the midſt of allthizDiſtreſs, 5 ; 
'Hh4 left 


rr rr ee Fans > Br ee ce Ire ret ee re ee on — — 
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Jefr alone: Not One Friend, not One Diſciple, to ſtand 
_ -owhed, and denied hy the Chief of them; To be drag. 

ged from One Judgment - ſeat to Another, And, when 
deither Pilale nor Herad could find any Fault in Him, 
{yer to have a moſt unjuſt Sentence of Death ptondun- 
_ ced againſt him; pronounced 18. very Mouth, 
Which at the ſame Inſtant, was fo over-power'd with 
the force gf Truth, as to atteſt and proclaim his Inno- 

cence, and ſo cundemn it ſelf of n and Comar- 
dice: Tochave a known Rqbber and Murtherer, One, 
ho ſtood Convicted of Sedition and Blood, preferred 
before bim, and ſo be made a Sacrifice to the Rage 
and implacable Enyy of a tumultuous Rapble: Theſe 
are, all of them, Circumſtances of ſuch Horror, and 
Taſolence; and Cruelty „ never met toge ther before. / 
They render this a Caſe without a Parallel, a Death 
beyond Example, a Wickedneſs beyond Expreſſion. 
Each of them would very well bear, Each of them ve- 
ry well deſerve, ſuch an Enlargement, as muſt needs 
be very Moving, very Amazing. They are a Subject 
100 latge for a Diſcourſe, fit indeed to take 


e up the 
greateſt part of our Lives. Therefore I will Nr 
upon ſome very few Particulars at preſent, and ſo re- 
preſent theſe to my Reader's Conſideration, as to give 

him a: hint, how he ought to proceed in the reſt. That 
is, Hinſt, To ſet forth the things themſelves: And, Se- 
andi, To ſhew, what profitable and pious Reflections 
they-ought tg. raiſe in our Minds. 
The Crimes, alledged againſt Jeſus before the High- 
Prieſt, were too Falſe; or too Frivolous, to bear any 
weight: And all the Evidence, that they had pack d 

_ againſt him, was found inſufficient to take away hi 
Life. In all which we may obſerve a particular Provi- 
dence. For, it being foretold that the Maſſiab ſhould 

be Cruciſied, if he had died by the Hands of the Jews 
Or lor any Qtfence againſt Their Law, this could not 


have 


1 
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have been apcompliſhed ; Becauſe. — —_— was not 
Jewiſb, but a Roman Puniſhment. When therefore 
he had Acquitted himſelf before- their Council; They 
purſue him with a freſh Accuſation, bring him before 
the Governor. and there charge him with Treaſon 
agunſt Ceſar, in making hitnſeſf a> This Pilate 
n diſcovered to be merely the Effect of Envy and 
ght. But however, not daring to provoke the Peo- 
ple, by an Act of Juſtice, that * call his Loyalty 
mm Teal for r Cæſa into queſtion ; he yielded to their 
Chmours, nog d gave command, that the. Priſoner ſhould 
gt, as wil appear by and by⸗ Ws enough, 
moot uld chink;; to gratify,the moſt inveterate- Malice. 
Yor however, Lo make the Pompof it the greater, and 
gre their Rage its full Scope, they firſt divert them- 
des with his Miſery, and batbarouſly-inſult- over 
their ſi uppoſed Malefactor. . The. ſoldiers of the. governor 
int Jeſus into the'common-hall, and gathered unto bim 
l whole bond, and they fripped him; and Fig” enagry: 
Put on him & ſcarlet robe: And when . 8 2170 
bag plaited a crown of tborus, they put 11 
upon. bis head; and à reed in his right-hand, — they 
bowed the knee befare bim, and mocked him, ſaying, Hail 
ho 7 Jews. And they: ſpit: upon him, and tack the 
reed and ſmote bim on the bead. Inhuman Wretches ! 
thus to revel and ſport with a condemned Man, to 
tiumph in his Death, and Preface it with ſo much 
Pageantry and Deriſion! This is a Barbarity un- 
known even to them, who deal in Blood; And un- 
dergoing the Law is, allowed à Satisfaction, even for 
the moſt Guilty. But ſo God was pleaſed at that 
time to ſuffer it, that they ſnould — themſelves 
moſt unbecoming the Character of Soldiers and Ro- 
mont, to fill up the meaſure of their Iniquities, and 
the Bitterneſs of that Cup, which his Son was appoint- 
1 to drink. It was requiſite, that Sin ſhould be = 
4 pot % 


1 


83 — ?ͤ—. ndth | 
whotadno Sim of — Iu 
- malt ſuffer all that was any way due to it, alf that 
cauld be conſiſtent with his Nature te ſuffer. The K 
of Heaven and Harth was therefore utraped it | 
«ad made a Spectacie People, e hid pre 
tended to a Royulty, which belonged not to 1 22 
mock Crown and Sceprer is given fim, and Obcifunce 
mud to him in Jeſt and Wantonneſs; that he might be 
thegming an the Laughing. Stock of the Beholders, 
3 Saturations, ' ſeconded by Spfteings in his Five, 
this Scepter broke about his Head,” to 
more Nidieulous ind Contemptible. Malice was then 
let lobſe, and all the Inſtrumènts ef Hell ſet on york, 
do mnke the Injury more black and dereſtable. This 
was Satan's Feu, and tbe Power of | Darkneſs; and it 
appeared to be 105 by ſuch "unrelenting Cruelties, as 
tould'never have been exerciſed; had not the Commit- 
cone of thern been carried beyond the eommon Corrup- 
tions of Nature and fer that time ceaſed to be Men. 
Fot, tho" the Nature of Government and Civil Con- 
ſtitutions require great Severitics, upon ſuch as are 
ound, or ſuppoſed, to have grievouſſy Offended ; yet 
u Laws pretend to countenance Barbarity and Inſo- 
dende, and we can ſcarce forbid bur ſelves pitying the 
wont of Criminals. But here was à Perſon deelared 
wholly Blameleſs;'None of the Courts, before whom 
| —— —— pf bim of che leaft 9 
ge, who partially condemned him, wa is 
Hands ien end diſclaimed the 7 pn ms 
to do in taking him off. And yet this Juſt 

no Bowels, but all poſſible induſtry was 70 0 to add to 
his Torment, and to —_ tim toi Vite and or 
o, and more'unwo Compaſſion. 

But, tho? 2 be dete liable pe all 
| Qccaſions, and more fo yet to the Innocent and Injur- 
bc, — . wth regu 
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© the Dienen ef be Perſon, — IEONE 


| ciledy And chr more exalted his Character is, the more 

cer in him that endures, and the more villaimous 
in Them that commit it. Our en Nation hath ſeen 
aud Woe untous that we have ſren) an excellent Prince, 
okyamply expoſed, murthered with wicked Triumph; 
ind all Good Men, Ichink, muſt needs look back upon 
that Fact with Grief an Horror, and great Indignation. 
But alas) chough this were ſuch a Wickedneſs, © as 
ſeldom been ſeen under the Sun : yet, how vaſtly 
does it come af che Affronts and Indignities put 
apan Or Hleſſed Lord? The beſt and holieſt of the 


Sons of; Men are not pure in His Sight 3 nor ought to 


be compared with his Inn even as Men: And 
Greateſt, anch moſt Glorious Monarchs are yet. in+ 
more beneath his Divine Majeſty and Perfec- 
tions; Ver even this unblemiſh'd Virtue, even this Al- 


| Mighty King ſuffered the Rudeneſs and Inſults of a blind 


and enraged Multitude. He permitted himſelf to be 
made, as it was written of him long before, a Norm and 
10 Man, a very Men, and the Outcaſt Plat far; 


of the People; ——— ll 


imo Scorn. They entertained themſelves withreproach- 
ng and ridiculing him; and when they had ended this 
inſolent Farce, they then procreded to act the laſt part 


- of their intended Tragedy, and reſalved to glut their 
Fury with his Blood. Yet ſtill they proceed to ohſerve 


their former Method, of giving Scotts and Stripes to- 
gether. 5 to wound his Soul, as well as bruiſe his Body, 
Fot, after they had 'mocked' him, they led him away 


Others, both for the Shame and for the Pain of it. 

/ Fit, Crucifixion was a Death full of Shame: 50 fan- 
dalows, that it was inflited; as the laſt Mark of Detel- 
tation, upon the vileſt of Prople: Peculiar to the mean» 
eſt Qamdlition, and fo the moſt heinous Offences, It 


wache Fan nent of Robbe and Murtherers, f 


vided 


ſocrucify him. A Death, the moſt dreadſul of all 


1 A Tvrebar 
ear they were Slaves too. Burotherwiſe, 2 
were free, and had the Privileges of the City of Rome; 
this'was then thought a Proſtitution of that Honour; 
and roo infamous a Penalty for ſuch a one, let his Mif. 
demeanor have been what it would; Accordingly we 
ſee hat Companions our Saviour had in his Death, 
ho % wy 427 among the worſt of Tranjgreſſors, and 
. * (according to the het) made Bit 
Ware Grave with e wicktd. lay ſo very di. 
ous and atominatic was this Puniſhment,” that, when 
they had à mind to brand che Memory of any very fla- 
gitious People, Traitors to the State, and common 
Enemies to Mankind; We are told, that they thought 
it a moſt effeRuahway-to fir an indelible In my u 
them to hang their Pictures thus; and to crucify thoſe . | 
in , whom they could not ferve ſo, in their own 
Perſons. Herein then we perceive the un _ 
Condeſtenſion of our Bleſſed Saviour, who di 
Iy vouchſafe to die, but did not diſdain the woſt l * 
minious Death, that the Malice and Scorn of his Ene. 
mies could inflict; To tate upon bim tbe Form of the 
meaneſt Servant, nay of the baſeſt and blackeſt Crimi- 
nal That be became obedient unto Death, wus a moſt 
aſtoniſhing Inſtance of Humility; but to ſtoop fo ve- 
ry low, as ibe Deatb of the . lr. 
ſelf of #0 Reputation indeeccc 
_ > Secondly, This Death was terrible above Others, tit 
only forthe Scandal and Diſgrace, but for the extreme 
Paim and Torture of it. And of this the very Manner 


vVendugh to eonvince us. For, the Form of a Croſs, being 


that of ＋ wo Poſts cutting one another to right Angles; 
On That wich ſtood uprĩght, the Body was faſtened, by 
nailing the Feet to it; and to the other tranſverſe Piece, 
by mailing the Hands on each ſide. The Pain whereof 
muſt needs be moſt acute, becauſe theſe Parts of the 
Body being the Inſtruments of Action and Motion, = 
* by Nature with a much greater 82 
erves, 
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Nerves, than Others have Occaſion for. And, ſince all 
cnfation-.is performed by the Spirits in theſe Nerves, 
vbereſoe ver They abound, the Senſe muſt needs, in Pro- 
portion, be more quick and tender. And in this Cafe 
ve are to conſider, not only the Hands and F eet, as pier- 
dell though with Iron Pins; and theſe ſo large, that 
Thomas, required for his Conviction, to thruſt his Fin- 
z into the Print of them: But the Weight of the whole 
Body hanging upon thoſe Faſtenings, and thoſe tor- 
menting Diſtortions, of the Tambs, which the Pſalmiſt 
fignified; when (ſpeaking in the Perſon of our Saviour) 
he. complains, They Pierced my Hands and Scipgi i WP 
my Feet, I may tell all my Banes. If the Bit: 
terneſs of this Pain had been in any Degree recompenſ- 
ed by the Shortneſs, it had yet been more tolerable. 
But alas it was a very ſlow and lingering, as well as an 
ereeeding ſharp, Death. For, tho' the Miſery was ſo 
great, yet none of the Vitals were immediately affect- 
ed, But the Body continued thus ſtretched out, till ex- 
cels of Anguiſh had by degrees quite exhauſted. the Spi- 
ris, and driven out the Soul. Our Bleſſed Saviour, we 
ue told expreſsly, continued thus Three long Hours, 
in Languiſhings and Thirſts, and leiſurely Pangs of 

proaching Death. And at laſt, with ſtrong Cries and 
655 ns, gave up the Ghoſt. What a tedious Torment 
is this in Compariſon of thoſe Executions, that Male- 
factors commonly undergo ; where the Seat of Life is 


= immediately aſſaulted, and the ſenſe of Pain can be but 


very ſhort? The Romans themſelves, who uſed this Pu- 
niſhment, were frequently ſo compaſſionate, as to ſtran- 
gle the Party firſt, and content themſelves with expol- 
ing the dead Body upon the Croſs. But, in our Savi- 
our's Caſe there was no relenting, no Remains of Hu- 
manity, for his Eaſe and Relief. Death attack'd him in 
its moſt frightful Shape, and wrecked his utmoſt Spight 
upon him. The Length of his Miſery was ſo far-from 
being unuſual, that, we are told, the Governor wondred 


5 Tors A \ SN RE... 
to to-hear iche — chat — Den The 
Soldiers-alfo, who: came to take the Bodies down from 
che Croſa, found the TO Companions of his Shame 
Hill raging for Life. But, to Us it cannot feem 
ſtrang Spirits ſhould be fo much fooner 
waſted, who — Variety of Miſcrics he paſy'd 
through to id. The wonderous and unſpeakable Agony 
an the Garden, the Violence of the 7ews, the Buffer- 
ings of the Servants, ehe being haraſſed and di 
em one Court of Judienture to another, the Thorny 
Crown; and mercileſs Scourges, thoſe deep Furrows, 
which the barbarous Ploughers cut in his Back: All 
theſe, I ſay, and (which vs yet worſe than all theſe) 
tharunconceivable Anguiſhand ſad Anxiety of Heart, 
"which, before any outward Violence was offered to 
him, did, with ies own Weight; depreſs his Soul, and 
male it exceeding forrowful and heavy, even unto - 
Death: All conſpired o d — natural Strength, 
and force his Life away — . 
and what was — 6 Length of Time upon 
Croſs, had been ſupplied another way, many Fehn 
ways; Many other ways indeed, to Us u. For 
certainly never any Perfor died with fuch Variety, ſoch 
Bitterneſs of Torments, of ſtudied, malicious Tor- 
ments Never any was ſenfible-of fuch exquiſite Mi- 
fery, nor had Cauſe to utter ſuch à dolefuf Complaint, 
as He, who; though che Sem of God, felt hHimſelf 
ſo deſtitute of Conſolation anct Support, as to cry our, 
wirk a paſſion, that lookt'aimott like Deſpair, My 
God, my God, why haſt” thou forſaken me ? 
Such were the Sufferings of our dyin g Redeemer: 
Such, and infinitely greater, than i 1 ble . 
to expreſs, or any Man to conceive. ' But o much of 
them, as we are capable of 2 rehending, w will, if du- 
ly conſidered, be of great Uſe to us. Particularly, it it 
muy be very — upon this Occafion, as; hach this 
yg ready intimated, oeh, | ro 
888 , 
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1. I The Expedicnce of that Saviour, who came 


— 


3 Sins of Mankind, dying under all che 


moſt aggravating Circumſtances of Shame, and Seon; 
and Deteſtation. This, na doubt, 
before, 755 975 the heinouſneſs of Sin; to prove, how 

juſtan Object it is of the Wrath of God, how vilely it 
degrades. the Committers of it, and that no Diſgrace 
or Puniſhment can be too great for ſuch. All which 


we {ce exemplified! in him, who; enly ſtood in the 


of Sinners, and yet was loaded with all che Suf- 


and Indignities, capable of being undergone 
a 1 — perfectly Innocent, and rn ane ns 


ed to the Divine Nature. „ 2g 


So was it expedient too, for ets uhe:Fender- | 


ncsof. his Love, the rable Greatneſs of his Hu- 


the incompa | 
mih and Condeſcenſion, and his boundlefsGenerofity 
liſhing: the noble Deſign he came 


abour..  AZealwhich did not diſdain even themoſtdif- 


and Zeal for accomp 


ficult.* Terms, of working out the Salvation of Souk. 
So was it once more for inſtructing us, in the Nature 
Welt Reproaches — For this Exams 
teaches us, that we are not to meaſure Mens Vir- 


tue, or the State of their Souls, with regard to the 


Favour-of God and another World, by ſuch Marks as 
theſe ; ſince the Son of his Love endured them, with- 
out, torfeiting the One, or ſtaining the Other. And 


ſo it was Laſtly, for ſetting us an Example of Meck- 
neſs and Patience, and Forgiveneſs of the Wicked In- 
ſtruments of ſuch inhuman > it 1 time 


is 


it all be permitted to befal uss. 
2. The Next Particular, concerning the Uſe ao 
Comfo rt, which our Lord's Sufferings may bring to 


Good Men in Affliction, hath been already. 5 — 


upon the Epiſtle for Sundey laſt 
22 Teh dis — Fbat, which I thookunknes 
ſent to inliß upon: The Di 


appointment, I mean, and 


keg” . nd 
Ss . 


F- 


was done; as Fhineed 


Guilcof 8 and Perſeeutors* 


Z nts, to the N 
— and Pritifors, of Fac 1 EL - 


the Common People, che Ra atid Tnfolence of che Sch. 
diers, — —ü—ñ— of falſe REP 0 
Treachery and Avarice of one of Chrift's own Dilcigles,.. 
the:FimorouſnefBofa corru) FR ne Te r 1 
the:Batbarity of Thoſe, who deri ded, 2 1 
and cruciſied him; And Iflted Ver bis by 2 he 
and Pains ; All cheſe were made uſe of by nemyvf. N 
Mankind, to deſtroy Jeſus, and to overt? Nom "his 2 5 q 
donald to root out his Name; and all dot 7 
from among Men-. Auch yet ſee, how \ Vain; Al th 
tempts were in the Event;* They were over -· ru 

inte; ſo as do Bring Aout thele Very 


which the Actors, andthe! Wu Spiticywha fer thoſe EA. 
Qefeat.” They, every one con 

1 —— F more Bloriqus-more.unim.) 
exactly 2 ons theory al 5c Reme 
& I aloe 1257 Ir 
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ed * en Huld think of, tor FN od! 
ing theRepucition of and blotting our emem- 
branceafihiaMiractes #ad bie verde, A; yet, Ne 
lity, it wan the only way by Which the Goſpel cou d bed 
Eſtablifhed//beyond aHFEontradiftion, a el fan 
Ages Ben, Flad not thefe Men been fo e 8 10 
perverſely barbarous anU Wicked, This ee 4 
this Innocent Liver, this General Benefa 
in Diſtreſs, could never have been taken off 5 ſo 4 F 
minious&'Death; Had he net been put to ſachs nl 


brat?" 2 n 2 * 9% n 
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N ger have ſuffered the Shame and Torment, 

which the Divine Juſtice required, as a Satisfaction for 
the Sins of Men. Had not the Proceedings agaioft him 
been d jurious and unreaſonable, that Death had not had 
the Merit of a Sacrifice, and Expiation for the Guilty, 
whoſe, Perſons he bore. Had not the Innocent eſus thus 
died, the Prince of this world had not been judged; but 
That was the Devil's Condemnation in the preſent Caſe, 
that he bad norbing in the Perſon, againſt whom he ex- 
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$7- Aud be denitd him, ſaying, Woman, I know bim ne. | 

1. And after @ little wobile another ſaw bim, and ſaid, Thou art alſo of them, 
Al Perky faid Miin, I an ner. LEO 4. 
a about Fas of one bour after, another 2 affirmed, ſaying, Of 

x 


JCI thts aloe alſo roar with Bin, for be is & Galilean, 
66, An Peter ſaid, man, I knoto not what thou ſaye. And inimediately, 
whit be yet ſpake, tht cock crew. | 15 
61. And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter z and Peter remembred the wvord 
ore t 


of tht Lord, how be had ſaid unte him, Bęfe cock croto, thou ſhalt deny me 
62. And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 5 5 
63. And the men that beld Feſus mocked him, apd ſmote bim. | 
64%. And when 7 bad blindfolded bim, they ck bim on the face, and ached_ 
ln, 6 2 Prophely, who is it that ſmote thee Rt pul 
bg A other things e e, they againſt kim. 
66. And as ſon as it wa day, the l. rof the people and the chief Priefts and 
th Seribes came together, and led bim into their Cnuntil, 8 5 HA 
| 8 thou the Chrift Tell us. And be ſaid unto them, If I tell you 
, not l . b 8 "I A „ f 
68. And if I alſo ask you, you vill not anfter me, nov let me go. 2 
6g. Hereafter 662 J f Man fit on the right band of the po of God. 2 
Wb fs they all, Art thou then the Son of God Au be ſaid unto then, 
11. Aud they ſaid, need wve any. farther witneſs * For we curſulves have 


4; 


EY: „% ͤ ¹ 1 5 2 4n&t 
Y Purpoſe is at preſent to treat of the Lord's 
1 Supper. Of which this Goſpel relates the In- 
titution 3 And the Church requires {io every Mem- 
ber, of proper Years and Underſtanding, a devout Par- 
ticipation of it, at the approaching Feſtival of Zafter. 
| The many uſeful Tracts upon this Subject, (ſome 
One whereof, at leaſt, is in almoſt every hand) haye 
rendred any great Enlargement of mine unneceſſary. 
That therefore, which will beſt agree with the Nature 
this Work, and abundantly ſuffice for the Deſign 1 
ure in view, Is, Re” 
| Firſt, To conſider the Manner, and the End of In- 
lituting this Sacrament; And then 
Secondly, To draw from thence ſome Practical Re- 
tions, with relation to it. 9 


8 Io 
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in Both theſe I intend to be very Brief and Plain; 
and to frame my Diſcourſe intirely upon our own Com- 
munion- Service. Than which, if carefully attended 
to, I am bold to affirm, all the Volumes, that haye 
'Been (or perhaps that ever ſhall be) written on this 


Oecafon, cannot give more clear, and pigus, and pre 


He Inſtructions pi l 

l begin wich the Manner of inſtitu ting 6 this Si acra- 

4 ment. The Firſt remarkable Circum Manor is "oy 
ing done at the Cloſe of the Paſcha Suppen 
(need not lay) was 13 28 4 Neg et 
— of God's great Mercy; 8 paring 

of the Hraelites, when his A Ange 


born of of the he open: Ane 


1 1 e urn 
258 2. Our Paſſeuer I 

5 ſatisſie the Law. 
Jewiſh, proceeds (>: he 
oom: Thus, asche xeſt of their ringer 
were ſwallowed up in Him, wo 


the Subſtance gave place to ch 5 
it is ealy to perceive}, not * 8 
Appointment in general;, a 

to a former Eſtabliſhment, andy 


. eee that 1 1 1 2 1 : 
totheRites of the Jewiſh Paſſo VEL] 


Secondly, Out Lord, upon this ces 
0 
ſter of the Family was wont in general to give 


1 v and-blaſſeds; ane, 4 rake th, 
— Thanks * the * of the Earth; acknov- 


deli. Here again Poe 
which! 


7 0 _ 210 Body which. is giuan 
ledging 


£29 — 5 421 


x a hin 1 8 oy Thing to be done, as. well 
"For e _ * is a Figure uſual in 
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"I 
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ry 
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Eging Him to be the Creator and 1 purge wry them': 
And then, applying himſelf to the Occaſion of that 
Feſtival, 'and taking the unleavened Bread into his 
fland, he faid, This is the Bread of Million, which our 
Fathers did EE int pt. A Form, which muſt in all 
Naloh be admitte 


, fo a Sacramental Uſe; under the New Teſta- 
ent. Non this Form ſeems plainly to ſignify, that 


her Set of the Other,'is ſtrietly and literally 
te thing it is called; but'a"Memorial only, and Re- 


1925 1080 15 l *t Thing 
Nor Was tindeed” ible Z' chat the Bread in Chriſt's 
id coul bein 8 85 Body broken, at: a Time 


en his: fro et broken. But the breaking 
ofthat Bread was pro rt Fig and a lively Image, 


einde Wolitids and ie which were about to 
e Thus it was to thoſe Diſciples 
theh; An Sit 1 ow to Us, by repreſenting them 


area mad Kn of this Manner f Speech the Scri- 
. mer 15 8 caſes of like Nature. | 


ture nee 
of to rabam of Circum- 5 
| wana, though Br. 
19 val circumciſed. And when he 
th jm St. Pan]; that Now: 
the Cooenant it:: 
my the: vidence und Seab of that Covenant, 
OO Ea, ſays of the n e 1 1 
5 5 Lord Bae aich = 1977 ; 
Fach det paſſec over their Dwellings, tilt 
War HAY killed, fandithei? Doors ſprink- 
ee An freinds that Lamb could 
10 "Ta than the Memorial ofthis paſſing over 
rr 
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Pit be re "that the Sign hath often 
Genificdy] and, that it hath the 


any 


| for the beſt Key to that ſo very 
near.of kin to it, by which our Saviour conſecrated 


„ whoſe Name it bears. 
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-any Caſe, bur woſt natural, and in a manner nec, 


where a Sacrament is the Subject. For the very Con- 
dition of a Sacrament implies, that the Fhing repreſent. 
ing, and that repreſented hy it, be different; it: bei 
manifeſtly abſurd; to make any thing a Sign of itſelf. 
And, that he might lie under no hr bo tet to under. 
tand our Saviour's Words, in a Seſſſe different from 
thoſe other Forms I mentioned: be feems:to have (uf. 
„57 7 explained his own meaningi byithat! Addition, 
Do this. (take, and break, and eat Bread) in remen- 
France of ne. To which Interpretation St. Paul agrees 
exaftly, as I ſhall-bave occaſion to ablervebyand by. 
3. The ſame is to be ſaid, Tita, concerning the 
Other Part of, this Saarament. Wen 
"8 dur Bleſſed ee x Sir the 
„„ ee en eee eee 
it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of Ibis, for Ibis iamy Blood 
of the New Teftament, which is ſhed for raus and for na- 
y, for the remiſſion of Siu. Or. as.Stu Burks cxpreſſe 
it, in the Goſpel now before ug, Tit dug 45 bei New 
Telameni in my Blood, biab ir hd fur nan. >The Cup 
- here correſponds. ta cha Jaws Cup of Rleſſing, at the 
Cloſe 3 Feaſt 3 which r 
to a nobler and better Sigiufiestion, init -Chri. 
ſtians ate caommanded to make of lit. But,] by the 
manner of Expreſſlon, it is evident, that by ithe Cup 
was intended the Wine in its that this Wine is the 
Blood of the New: Teſtament, or the Mu. Tame is 
Chriſt's Blood, nd fartber chan as. it tepreſents and 
commemorates that Bod, and the Covedant: ratified 


* 


at the Time, when this Gu Nr received ahat Deno· 
mination. And therefote here again, to ſet us right, 


St. Paul adds thoſe other Words of dur Lord, at the 


Gs, onſscraſton of ig, Dab nd aft as 3 
7 5 Hall drink is, in remembrance of me. 


Thus 
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"Thos did our Lord, the Night before bis Paſſion, 
Thus do his Servants, the Miniſters of his Goſpel, at 
every; Celebration of his Bleſſed Supper, ſeparate and 


Purpoſe. So changing them in their Uſe and Signifi- 
cance, and davoting them to the more immediate Ser- 
vice of God. In this regard they are no longer what 
they were before, Common Food to our Bodies only; 


but they become Holy Memorials of our Redemption. 


ius Strength gad Npuriſnment of Souls, and a Feaſt 
of Nhankſgivwing, ſet forth upon our Lord's on Ta- 
bie, he mention whereof puts me in mind to pro- 


hund bath declared to be Twofold, in thoſe 


ant nemember-the exceeding great Love of our Maſter 


| hath: ebend i uf, br Harb infituted and ordained 
2 Mp er ies, an Rlogges of bis Love, and far a continual 


» e 
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N New, here 10 ri 
nh Let us conſider theſe Myſteries, as Pledges 
abi L 

. 


entertain firm Perſuaſion of Things, which do not 


Cod 


anined iy dur Lord bimſelf, as means whereby we re- 
«ee the ſame, and pledges to aſſure us thereof. T heſe 
then we are commanded to apply. as the Methods made 
choice of, to convey to us the Benefits they betoken. 

| K k 4 Theſe 


ſanctify the Elements of Bread and Wine to a religious 


tn the Secend Branch of the Firſt General Head; 
be! nd, mean} of chis happy Inſtitution. Which 


Mord af heeſajemn Exhortation, To-tbe end we ſbould 


and een N Cbriſi thus dying for us, and be 
infr nh Hengßts, which by bis precious Blood ſhedding 


eee of his Death, is aur great and endleſs (m. 


Lan. ; Phe pringipal:and moſt valuable Effects 
WriſfsdJ.2ve to-Matkind; are Bleſſings of a Spiri 
walantidivifible Nature. And becauſe to Men, who 
6 chende ies ruſt lead Lives of Senſe, it is difficult 


ilſedt.their-budily Organs; Therefore it hath pleaſed + 
agito make uſe of Sactaments in Religion: 

That is{as dur Church in her Catechiſm rightly defines) 
Catoord and wi/ible Sigut af inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
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nd reſtaf thathe Metoies; refreſentsd 
aol er cexfainhrimparted, by and with them, 
ole very;Signs-g\Which-we ſec; and fect; ang 
rate Theſega we vas having that 
Efficacy and Senden derm tural Forte 
Ka of $heirgwryy bur pufelß Sm khe On 
r 
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bs Sg: For fuck „ ee dit 60 68, but 
err Here 8 Ae deltiture ck. This 


ery pre Re ho able” IE! 
webleſs, ini . the Blood nee OY 


8 . wot 19k. Cn. 
tbe g U ang Bread 2 hi | 
oay of ett hopes 10 at the 


bye at 15.5 
ile Evangeliſts and 
"AQ of Inftityrion, 
abend fle . Words of aur | 
Charch; in her Thankſf eifigeafttt the Cor 
. — 8 eg br . Death | 
5 


Ws than 
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municating 5 0 


the Bath ind Blovdl of Chrif RAt f, e Ad- 
zunge edlen er ede rege 70 0 
Mankind ue Mere <chibited? and“ ſcalec' to every 
vorthy Receiver in paticufar; nb doubt can be made, 
wheths; theſe Holy Myſteries be not deſervedly ſtiled 
— of our Dear Redeemer's Love. 
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Re The other FT of. Inſtituting this. : Sacrament id is, 
that it may be a continual Remembrance of Chrift® Deal. 
This likwiſe,is manifest, not only 2 80 ie Words 
of, our. Bleſſed Saviour Rimſelf, Da thi oy 
of: me.3+-but by thoſe alſo. ef St. Paw, 4 
this Brand, and drink i Cup, ye do /bew for bet 
Death tl] be:came. If we conkider the Camara 5 
dhe kin Chriſtians, their Hardſhips and Perſecutionz 
of, the Faith of Chriſtin muſt be Set han that 

eir making. Th his. {a conſtant a part of 2 oa Solemn 
Worſh pi Was an nee af 8a 1 than . 
za. "The Natura en en Ae A 
amoandng. in truth to 10 lis cha than,a Dec ration, that 
FOE: Wetze neither aftaid, noraſhamed, to confeis them- 

ſelves the Diſciples of a crueißed Lord; notwithſtand- 
ing all che Cruelty ang aten 12 it. was fore. 
feed, ſuch Confeſſion. would not fail of expoſing them 
as It-were to be withed, that any Age, that Ours in 
fine, had ſo juſt a Reyerence-tor Chriſt and his 
eligion ; 725 might make ſuch open Atteſtations of our 
3 to him geaſ 155 h eveninchis reſpect, neceſ- 
But, ſuppoſing i * ee . in the 
Re — due to ( 7 the 
mbſt put cb Bete be il continue 
eee eee 
OF; prelerving real 4 2MDgsS A Tr 
on Pur Account, frelhiin the Memories of Men; it 
will der all became them. who are. ſo inlinitely indebt- 
Fan ee ern eſe:todeclina rememubring bim, in the 
V 3 gliyowe find this 
_ always laok'd a:the Mark of. tian for his 
dervantsand Fo "im rey AdmiGan/ro-it, eſteemed. 
Bei higheſt. Prixil 8 . 
om it; upon any notoriaus dre ent- 
oc, 3s the moſt grievous of, al Cala mities, For this 
was interpreted a dreadful e I ſuch Perſons be- 
ing — Entrance into the Kingdom of Raven 
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if ir od Pleaſe God te take them away in that mi- 
ſerable State: An Argument "indeed, "that they had 
neither Part nor Los i in chale Sufferings, which chey were 
judged un worthy co commemotte. For all remem- 
brance of this Kind ſuppoſes a Interęſt in. Anda Title 
do the Blechugs Men freche rechember. An ebe Natter is 


ee 1 hs mk BY Yor . 


parks aero, 5 enen eng Hits 1. 


does This ſingly, when eoflſideréd as it ought t 
imply 0 
Treaties of Divines pen this Sactamhent are uſually 
obſerved to require, -as neceſſary Preparations to it, 
And This it: is my den n to Ex Bs aue Prove ander 
my. Second GeneralHlead Andie 
confilt/of ©: £24 v6 Jet HSliw 5d of 229w . 
82 Some Pragieal Regaine, agg "to this 
Matter, e By 0 fu} e's 2 1 Wo q 
Now, Fate We in ti Deat 
is implied à Rem nee f e 
died This ( tde Seriptutfes acquaint RG > 2DISO 
vas'10Fakr awny Sin by be Sacre oF Blok 
ff + To:delveras from the Gülle and OS 'of 
8 by Suffering In gur teac; and 26 fer U ar Liberty 


om ine Dominion of it, "bythe /Afliſtatices of his 


Grace: But che Sennptore dog hk plaimty inform us, 
char Theſe Benefits are confnech to the Naudeaeevly; ; 
Aud therefore, 'to pretend to this Remembrance, with- 
out ifincere> Efideav Durs fo? romote. 'that End 1 18 
Mockety and Affrönt to bis Slifferingg  Confequent! y 
theRemembiance of Chriſt's Death: in this Sacrament, 
an Obligation to hearty Sorrow for our Sifts already 
paſt ; to ſtedfaſt Purpoſes of living better for the Time 
to come; and to actual Amendment! in Purſuite of thoſe 


good Purpoſes, 


Secondh, 


tous Ads and Diſpoſitiens- wich to 


I promiſed, ſhould | 


ich be 


1 
| 
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rn He who remembers Chriſt dying for bim, 
is ſuppoſed to have a due Senſe of the Merit and Ef- 
of that Death. He muſt believe, That God hath 
accepted it, in full Satisfaction to =; offended Juſtice, 
and ſet him forth as a Propitiation, i in whom we have 
Forgiveneſs and Acceptance. - Conſequently, he a 
— . this Table with. affyr ed, Perſuaſion, that ff 
kee Work of Redempti 5 I Sccompliſhed, By this 
8 = 7 elt. 1118 and actuated 
etually. It is like t * Body, animatin 
25 Part: It 1b. * Hs 1 ers 
him under Trials, . 3 70 zainlt Temptations, fl. 
ences his Doubts, I: i= 55 aſs quiet of Fears and Mir. 
givings to ſlee 45 air ut terly ; and ſhews 
him to himſelf, tho? _ EP ed and unworthy, when | 
conſidered abſtractediy REN ne; ye 8 e conſider- 
ed, as one for whom Chriſt died, the Purc a of that 
Blood, which could not be ſhed in vain.; and ſure to 
be accepted in and for the Aae Son of of God. And 
thus he attains to another C | 
_necefary upon our Approach bes 
Avely and ftedfaſt Faith iy C ier, 
Thirdly, He that med of the 850 Te Chritt, in 
our Lord's Meaning, recolle&s, Far, og 1 500 was oe 
and bis Body broken for Him, and Ir 's 
St. John, in Terms yet more extenſiv 1 be is "the 


= Make . Propitiation, not for his 123 ly, but al 


For the Sint of the whole And this 
RNellection cannot fail to awaken, th 417 nen 
Which naturally grow, From Men be yalyedin the 
ſame common Danger an 21720 Fug in 

- the 08 common grand Mii 5 | put u us in mind, 
how, by ſuffering e atore, he Rach e to 
Ez iPh; ſhare that! 0 0 0 "ill repreſent 
T . 
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takers of that or 4 I Vill, fie i „ expoſe 
moſt fentibly th e 5 2 17 of Ph: 
ned, or REV & 5 0 or any te 207 l bre 
or Contsth f Raids 5 27 x 6 Aby 1s 
whom Chit did not dit die, for Us 
And thus we ſhall arrive at 5 

ſition 05 27 9 at 
in per 5 batity wit 18959190 

1 2203 eee cone 


nord 11 Man-ienfible, char fe mu 
babe Eternit at it; tha Fe 8 was Bl 
admiraBte Contrivance,”” Jatchiny 

out of the Jaws of Death 113 that it wah 
fangs of unparallel'd'Mercy in God the Father, 105 
a mo agen eden =; in Gocke 1775 f; That 


they der er rfters' itude; Wild read; ah 
hear, an 0 {en i, 55 chat die. ad VHC e 
endufet, Os bent Ab f 28 ER 
quene 91 185 NA 53 = do pot 45 8 7 
wonderfully © > owledpe, ar 
mip | Peake of Kona: ah | ei. 
b h Pi e ith itt fetürh, 15 they 
thi: ah 5 ing too ut bie be n ik 


T 15 1 0 their Lbbe. Auch linde . 
is not e g thanked, 5 
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ſtichad 5 Rn 257 58 and Devotion, 
Dig A 1 d bey fich and the Nricteſt Care 
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bumble and hearty thanks to God the Father, the Son, 
1 7 4 52 wont lrg . 
Exbortation «tbe Porld by the Death and Paſſion of our Sa. 
— 1 ' jour Chriſt, both God and , 47 
3 ot er Hutrmble P the death of the Croſs, 
for Us miſerable Sinners, who lay in darkneſs and the 45 
dow of dedth,” that be might make us the Children of God 
"Such is the Preparation requiſite to this Holy Sacra- 
ment, confiting of Habits and Diſpofitions, of which 
whoſoever'is deſtitute, he cannot be a good Chriſtian. 
And therefore theſe are not to be acquired, but ſtrength 
ened only, and refreſhed, when Men come hither. 
And, fince in'the working theſe up to as high a Degree 
as we ate able, conſiſts the Perfection of a Chriſtian Life; 
it mult needs be of great Uſe, and ſtrong Obligation, 
that we Tole no Convenience of doing it. The neglect, 
and the careleſs receiving of the Lord's Supper, are In- 
lets to an manner of Evil. And I know not, whether 
the ſcandalous Corruption of our own Age and People, 
be ch imputable to any Cauſe, than to the long 
and general Difuie of this Sacrament, introduced by the 
Confuſonis and 1 of the laſt Century. Mean 
while, ſinee this Holy Ordinance hath been proved, not 
only a Remembrance of our Lord's Death, command - 
ed io he perpetua] ; but alſo a ſure Pledge of his Love: 
How barbarous are we to our own Souls, in denying 
them the beſt, the moſt laſting Comfort, of frequently 
rejoiciagin thoſe raviſhing Hopes and A ſſurances, wh 50 
are Here moſt effectually cheriſhed ? If not for Chriſt's 
Sake then, (which yet were moſt unthankful and baſc) 
At leaſt for our Own, (which not to do were moſt in- 


* 


human and ſtupid) let us beware of affronting ſo good 
a Lord, by refuſing his Invitations to tech Mercy. 
Laboe ha pon our ſelves thePabifhinetit of thoſe 
Matt, l. un worthy Wretches, who went, One 10 bis 
* Farm, another to bis Merchandiſe, till they 

| at 
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t lat were finally excluded from the Nr 
- Laftly,, From what hath gone before on this Occaſi- 
on, it is very obvious to oblerve the Reaſonableneſs of 
that Rubrick in our Liturgy, which contains fo gene- 
ral a Command of Communicating at Zafer. For, 
When indeed can it be more properly done, than at 
this Holy Seaſon? When may we expect more plentiful 
Supplies of Grace? When do we put our ſelves more 


directly in the way of it, than by thus doing Honour 


to that Body and Blood, which was broken and ſhed for 
us, . the very Time, when it was actually broken and 
ſhed „ | XY 
If ever our Devotions can be exalted to a Pitch, in 
any degree worthy of thoſe bleſſed Myſteries ;- ſure it 
muſt be then, when the repeated Contemplation of our 
Lord's glorious Atchievements for us, haye raiſed our 
heavy Souls, and.put them on the wing. If ever our 
Faith in Chriſt be lively and ſtedfaſt ; It is then moſt 


like to be ſo, when we celebrate his Conqueſt over 


Death and Hell, and take Courage from the Rout now 
given, to His Enemies, and Ours. If ever we be 
touched with deep and tender Remorſe, and melt into 
en Tears, and heartily abhor our Faults and 

ollies, and our Selves for them; Sure this will be the 


Effect of reading, hearing, recollecting, our Dear Re- 


deemer's Suffering: The Bitterneſs of his Bodily: 
Pains, The Anguiſh of his Soul, and the dreadful Pu- 
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ſpeedy — — — is to an a obſtinate Backward, 
and Delay. And the only part of the Compariſon 
that holds, is that of Death being at the Door. 

That God ſhould communicate the Aſſiſtance of bis 
Grace very liberally, to one ſo diſpoſed: to cloſe with 
the firſt Motions of it, as this Thief; agrees with thoſe 


exalted: Notions of his Goodneſs, which both Reaſon 


and Revelation hath given us. But, what Aſſurance can 


we have from Either, of his Readineſs toaſſiſt and bring 


over thoſe, who have received it in vain? Why ſhould 
They ſuppoſe, that a Spirit, ſo often driven away, will 
be at their Call, whenever they pleaſe ; and, by a more 
than common Influence, work in them a Change, juſt 
when they come to die, which they would never be 
prevailet upon to concur with, or conſent to, in the 


whole Caurſe of their Lives? No, no. If theſe Men are 


deſitous to find a Parallel, they have it here at Hand. 
The Other Thief, who went out of the World railing 
and te viling, is much more likely to be the true Emblem 
of Their ſad Condition. He is far from being the only 
Inſtance of a wicked Creature, given up by God at his 
laſt Hour: But the penitent Thief is the only One we 
are ſure of, reclaimed at his laſt Hour. And This too 
ſuch a One, as cannot be drawn into Conſequence by 
any Chriſtian; By reaſon of thoſe many Circum - 
ſtances, in which it is not ſo much as poſſible, for this 
Caſe to agree, with that of Any, who ſhall preſume to 
defer his Repentance, tho but till the next Hour. 

Let us therefore deal fairly with our ſelves, and not 
read this Story by halves. Let us in ĩt contemplate the 
Juſtice of a provoked, as well as the Mercy of a forgiv- 
ing, God. If to day, unbile it is called to day we do our 
part; we have a Title to the Conſolations of this Caſe. 


It we put off from Day to Day, and continue to har- 


den our Hearts; it contains not one Syliable of Com- 
fort for Us, but all we build upon it, is without Foun· 


dation. n — Lives we cannot, but the 


Difficul- 
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Difficulties of a Death - Bed Repentance we may, cer- 
we cannot be ſure of the Power; nay we cannot be ſure 
of ſo much as the Will, torepent- bee e 
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this al ſo not to be denied us; We cannot have tie ſame 


Aſſurance of being then accepted; which this Thief 


ceive us: And whether the good Purpoſes, then raiſe 
ed in our Minds, would be ſtedfaſt and perpetual; 
God only Can foreſee. : We find by Experience, + ma. | 
% who have reſolved well; if God grant an unex- 
pected Recovery, relapſe into their old Impieties: And 
do not only deceive Others, but Themſelves too, The 
only: Courſe then to be ſafe! and eaſy, is to repent ſo 
early, that the Fruits may put the Sincerity of our 
Change paſt any doubt. For we can never have too 
mean a Thought, of doing this upon Beds of Languiſſi- 
ing, and at the Approach of Death; And the moſt 
chat ought to be ſaid in favour of ſuch a Delay; is not 
to pronounce it altogether deſperate. But this is a 
Danger, which, I hope, the due Obſervance of this 
Holy Seaſon we are now in, hath delivered us from. 
And if ſo, then may we, with great Equanimity, imi-— 
CCC 
III. Third and laſt Place, deſcribed in theſe Words, 
Ver. 46. Father, into thy: Hands: T-commend ny Spirit. 
The Obſervations, which this furniſhes Matter for, are 


> 


[0 treat. of in the inn 


principally theſe that follo .. 
1. This proves the Reality of Chriſt's Human Na- 
ure, with regard to the Soul, no leſs chan the Body. 
For the Spirit here commended to God could not be 
the Divine Spirit, which ſome ancient Hereticks ima- 
zined Chriſt's Body to have been actuated by but it 
muſt be the ſame intelligent part of him, as Man, 
which is, in. every one of Us, the Principle of Life, 
wh 3; N * „ Mm 1735 79 3097 4 a4 + k and f 


$7 5 of 2 
e 


3 


rn 


546 TRUASnAXR Voll II. 


and Senſe, and Motion; Becauſc this is it, which 
Jeath diſlodges from a fleſhly Maſs, no longer in 

Condition to receive, and to be influenced by it. 
2. The manner of our Lord's giving up this Spirit 
hath generally been thought to carry in it an Air of 
Authority; and to intimate, that, as the delivering it 
was an Act of free Choice, ſo the reſuming of it waz 
likewiſe fully in his own Power. The Form made uſe 
of on thisOccaſion, is ſuck as papeds denotes the leav. 
ing Goods of Value, to be kept by a truſty Friend, 
till called for _ It may be faid indeed, that Other 
Good Men, who confeſſedly have not the ſame Power, 
are found to have committed their Souls to God in like 
manner. They have indeed done fo, but with this 
Difference: That, in Chriſt this was a Declaration of 
his having purchaſed Immortality for human Nature, 
and; a ſort of Claim for raiſing it from the Dead: In 
Others, it is an Expreſſion of their Faith, that their 
Souls and Bodies ſhall again be united, by Virtue of 
that Reſurrection, which their Saviour's Riſing hath | 

,,,, REDDY TINT 
3. From hence it follows, that the Human Soul is 
a Subſtance diſtin from the Body; that it lives after 
it, in a State ſeparate from it, and ſuch a State, as i 
ſuſceptible of Happineſs or Miſery. For, why is the 
irit Here the Object of our Lord's Care, and depo- 
ted in Gods Hands; but becauſe theſe Phraſes are ſet 
to fignify a Place of Safety from Danger, where Soul 
ſhall not only ſurvive, but live too in a manner, far 
diſtant from that, in which they lived here; where no 
Temptation ſhall be able ro aſſault, no Sin to pollute, 
no Affliction to diſcompoſe them? This we find to have 
been the Senſe even of the Jewiſh Church, before our 
wait; Saviour's time. The Souls of the Righti- 
ee z 3. aus are inthe Hand of God, and there ſoul 
uo Torment touch them. In the Sight of the — 
N 25 eme 
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are in Peace. 

4. Laſtly, From hence there ſeems alſo tobb fut 
cient Foundation for concluding, that the Souls of Good 
Men enter upon ſome Degrees of Bliſs, immediately af. 
ter their Departure out 1 2 dy. Eſpecially, if 

together with theſe Words to his Father, we take 


Chriſt's Promiſe, made juſt. before to the Penitent 5 


Thief, that he ſhould that day be with him in Paradiſe. 
Theſe are particulars, .which cannot now conveni- 


7 and their Doris is 2 72 2 | 


— 


ently receive an Enlargement worthy of them: and 


ze thetelore recommended to the Improvement of the 
Rea er. Who will not find it difleult, from hence 
to draw fuch Inferences, as may. turn to great Ace- 
counts 155 ſupporting him under the Trials of the pre- 
ſent Life; By arming him againſt the immoderate 
Fears of Death And by quickning him in ſuch Vir- 
tyes-and Graces, as are neceſſary, to juſtify his Ho 


of exchanging this for an infinitely better State, . 


boil hal fee him ripe | for it. 


Good Friday. 


The COLLECTS. 
Lianighity Cod, we beſeech thee graciouſly to behold 


2 this thy Family, for which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was 
contented to be betrayed, and Sen up into the Hands, -xavii 


vicked Men, and to ſuffer 
liveth and reigneth with Thee png the 


God, world without end. Amen, 


ty and everl 


AS Jha ow of the Church is governed and 
Receive our Supplications and Prayers, whichwe offer 


before thee for all Eſtates of Men in thy holy Church; that 
every Member of the ſame, in his Vocation and Miniftry, 


2 — and godly ſerve Thee, through our Lord and Saviour 
Amon 


b Mma 


Holy the Ste and now 
oly Ghoſt, ever one 


God, by. whoſe. Spirit. PR 
925 ſanctiſied; Eph. iv. 4. 
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1 Cor. ai; 3. 


1 Pet, i. 2 


: Rom, xii. 4—8. 


x Cox. xii. 1a, 20. 
Eph. iv. 1. 
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> Merciful God. 2 12 made all Men, NT bateſt 
nothing that thou haſt made; nor wouldeſt hea 
0 of a Sinnex, but rather, that be ſhould be converted 
and live” 3 Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels and 
_ R. i, 16. Hereticks; and take from them all Ignorance, Hardneſg of 
OM. xi. 5. Heart, and Contempt of thy Word; and ſo fetch them bome, 
Ke 7. bleſſed Lord, to thy Flock, that they may be ſaved among the 
Px — of the true Iſraelites, and be made one Fold * 


er and _ Chriſt our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 


A 3 Thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, World withou 
7? FEISS . end. Amen. | 

9 E _ The Evitin. 
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HE Lew, having a ſbadew of good things to come, and not the 

_ of. the things, can nb Leo theſe ſacrifices which they 152 
continually, make the comers thereunto perfect: 

22 For then 22 not have cea ſed to be offered ; becauſe that the wegen 
uld baue as no more conſcience of ſons. 


4h But in #boſe ſacrifices there is a remembramce again made of fins every year. 

4. For it is not poſſible, that the blood of bulls and of goat s ſhould take away fin, 

8g. Wherefore when be yon into the world, be ſaith, Sacrifice and offering thu 
1115 nat, but a body haſt theu prepared me. 


8 I 5 s and fare fas for fin thou haſt bod no pleaſure. 
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2 . near with & true heart in full . of faith, baui | 
inkled from an evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed Aale, — 7 


* 75 Fal the profeſſion of eur faith without wavering ( ns be is 2 rs 


1 to provoke unt love, and works 2 
0 to 5 

Py: Not forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves together, as the = . * 

e _ much the more, * ng. 


CoMMENT. 


H E k Evite for this Day, being a Costs 
of an Argument carried on in the Chapter fore 
ing, hath already fallen, in great meaſure, within 
the Compaſs of Two former Diſcourſes | | 
upon that Subject. For this Reaſon it 11 72 I 
s, that I conceive a Paraphraſe of the H 3 
Words not very neceſſary, and that all, I 1 
delign to ſay at 8 ſhall be ſomewhat very briefly, 
oints. : 

I. Firft, That the Death of Chriſt was a true and 
proper Sacrifice for Sin; And, | 

II. Secondly, That this Sacrifice was offered by kiln 
upon the Croſs. 5 

I. Firſt, I ſay, The Death of Chriſt was a true and 
proper Sacrifice for Sin. The beſt Light we can have 
concerning Matters of this Nature, is derived from 
the Ordinances and Cuſtoms, of the Jes, and their. 
Law. Now thence. it is certain, that ſuch Ceremo- 
nies were uſed, as plainly intimated a Tranſlation of 
Puniſhment od Guilt, from the Perſon offering, to 
the thing offered; and an Acceptance of one Life ta- 
ken away, as ſubſtituted in the place of another, which, 
by the Law, was looked upon as forfeited. 

To this Purpoſe the owner of the Beaſt, devoted to 
the Altar, by bringing, and laying his Hands upon the 
Head of id did thus declare his Property firſt, and 
then the free transferring of that Property to God, by 
delivering it to death, for the Ends and Uſes, ſ on 
M m 3 fied 
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fied the Law. And, with Alluſion to this Rite it i, 
that we read of Chriſt ing down bis Lit, 

= Jobs ki.r6. | giving himſelf for us, offering bis own Bac 


t. u. 14. 


n 20. £ Sacrifice for Sin ; and many other Pai. 
ges of lik e Importance. | 

It is alſo * 5 in Sin- Offerings, the Party 

concerned did confeſs his Crime over the Sacrifice: 

Thus, as is expreſſed i in the Law of the 

den. xvi. a2. Scape-goat, putting his Tranſer 


ions upon 

the Head of the Beaft : That fuch Beaſt 
was afterwards look*d on as unclean ; that it convey'd 
a Legal Impurity to thoſe who touched it; as being, 
in Do Eye. of the Law, charged with Their Sins, in 
. whole behalf it was offered. This was the Reaſon, 
why ſuch Sacrifices were not to be eaten, as the reſt 
„ is the Offerers, but by the Priefts 
#4 only. hey were eſteem' d, in this re- 


my ion of the Sin. "This —- is the Cauſe, Be 
the Bodies 05 the 18 Ne ke 
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8 Ho that himſelf — 
w Tetament in his Blood, and 
1 _ 3 16 
Theſe, and other Places of the ſame nature; every 
conſidering Man muſt acknowledge it reaſapalle to in- 
ear in agreement with thoſe in the Old pry cn 
hich they ſo manifeſtly allude. And if 13 
— that Ei ither the eus themſelves hac nf 
thing, or ws that the Death of Chriſt was a $1 ari 
proper Sacrifice. More truly ſuch indeed, thanany & 
e. As it actually conveyed the Benefits, which 
Thoſe could not; As its Virtue was Inherent, Theits 
only Relative; And as it is the Subſtance of which 
Theirs were Shadows and Repreſentations. For, that 
Thoſe were no better, hath been largely proved be 
fare : That This was not only a true and proper, but 
| a ſufficient Sacrifice and Satisfaction, a very few Words 
vill ſuffice to ſhew, after what I have had occafign to 
ge © in this Point already, 
ee to Gd this Sacrifice was, it is the 
7 of all thoſe Texts to inform us, Which declare 
hig perfect Innocence. And this is done, her in plain 
Terms z; Such as dajng and knowing no Sinn; 1 
zulegt #heguft for the unit | Not need- 1 Pet, i, 24. TO 
; as.othe pr 1 4 us er rid | gr 2 ces. 1 65 5 
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demnation, liable to be given up to the Tormentors ? 
„ _ Chriſt, we are told, hath cancelled the 
ts, Hand. writing that was againſt us, nailing 
Gal. kit. 23. 11 70 bis Croſs. He hath given bis Life a 
A G4 - © Ranſom for many; He hath redeemed u 
from the Curſe of the Law; He hath 
bought us with a Price, So that in Him we have Re. 
demption through bis Blood, even the Remiſſion of Sins, 
Have Sinners departed from God, alienated his Af. 
feckion, and put themſelves in a State, not only of 
Diſtance from, but even of Enmity againſt him ? The 
Aliens and Strangers who were once afar off, are ſaid to 
be made nigh, by the Blood of Chriſt ; And 
Eee le hath reconciled us to bis Father by the 
ien Bech ef bis Pleſh through death. For which 
.. reaſon, we find bim emphatically filed -our Peace, be- 
enuſe he hatlf ais ibis; Exmiy-by bo. 
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"Once more; As the dire Effects of Sin are by no I- 
miges morelively repreſented, than by thoſe of Wounds 
and putrifying Sores, of Sickneſs and Death'; So nei- 
ther are the Benefits of our Lord's Paſſion at any time 
more ſenſibly expreſſed, than by his Stripes bealing 45, 
by his quickning them that are dead in Treſt- . 

aſſes Len Sins, and our living in and by yh. n. . 
Him who died for us. And, to ſhew, that * Thef: v. 10. 
the Virtue of this Spiritual Reſtorative knows: no bounds, 
he is ſaid, to juſtify Men from all things, A = 

5 they could not be juſtified, by Tim 5 55 
any former Diſpenſation, and to ſave | _—_ 
even the chief of Sinners. oe 

Thus much, I conceive, may very well ſuffice whe 


Fol 748 | 


proving the Death of Chrift, not only a true, but a 


ſufficient, Sacrifice and Satisfaction for Sin. It only 


remains now, that I ſhew this Sacrifice and Satisfacti- 


on to have conſiſted ſtrictly in That, which makes the 
principal Subject of our Devotions this Day, bs Dy- 
bs upon the Croſs for us. 
No, for a right u entbunding of this matter, we 
> again be beholden to the Guidance of thoſe Rites 
and Offices, ſo often referred to in this Epittte!; ſuch as 
were peculiur to the Jews yearly Solemmit] den the 
Great Day of Atonement. — 2k muftyin the Con- 
templation of choſe Rites; be ſute to take this Caution 
along with us; That our Lord is to be conſidered in a 
«double Capacity As the Sueriſice offered; and a the 


Prieſt offering it? And therefore care muſt be had, to 


dictinguiſb between theſe two Relations; Between the 
Adis and Effrets proper to him: in the One; and in the 
Othetʒ of theſo Qualities Theſe were indeed united 


in One and! the: fame: Perſon;) at: the time uf This Ob- 
-hationis but they remained perfectiy diſtinet, and had 


different Subjects, in ever vther®Oblation whatſo- 
en & T12191qX5,205-9: ted gon 
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ings 1 
Soy Fears 

as tion of the thing would 
High-Prieft, an W 

aum Life, and e ck up bi 8 fer PA 
the Blood of thoſe Sacrifices the Leyitical High- ** 
was to. bring part into the Holy Place. Which, con- 
taining the .Symbols of 1 ry * -Preſence 
and Favour, Was, as you have e a Figure of 
Heaven. Chriſt 1 you 1 ding into Hea · 
ven with hs performed an Act, ex · 
aQly correſpondent to that ary 07 che High-Privſt, when 
carrying the Blood of the Sin- Offering into the Holy 
place. And therefore he is ohſeryed to have perform. 
ed this part of his Sacerdotal Office, with the diffe- 
rence of one or two very material Circumſtances to Our 
Advantage. For whereas that Figurative Sanctuary 
Was entered, with the Blood of Others, (Of Calves and 
Goats) EH He entred into the Truci, the Hes. 


F ee e and then Ib bi 
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hich was ſlain aa Sin · Offering, for him- ping 
and for his Houſe. Now by bring- | 
ing in-this Blood was fignified the Remiſſion of bis own 
_ — of Theirs, who aſſiſted in the Service of the | 
herein he was the Repreſentative, of the 
Nelly Order, and qualified to proceed in offering for 
Others. Thus purged, he was the Figure of chat 
Great High-Prief, whoſe perfect Innocence exempt · 
ed him from a double Entrance; as not nxeding ta 
_ for himſelf, in order to render him capable of be- 
ng accepted for Others. A Second time $a at) 
ys he entred with the Blood of the _ | 
Goat, which was ſlain as a Sin-Offering for the 28 
And thus he ſuſtained a more publick Character; 
reſenting the whole Congregation, who 1 
and in the Conſtruction of the L entred together 
. vith him. And in this regard he reſembled our Fe/as 
by whoſe Blood, (as we have heard this morning) wr 
have boldneſs to enter into the boligſt, by 4 new and liy- 
ing way, Which be bath coufecrattd for us, e the 
Veil, that i 15 10 ay. Bis Fleſh. 
-Setondh,; The Hligb-Prirſt entring biidGeb chat is, 
ene DaFoblily) inthe Tear, was never intended te prove, 
that nd Sacrifices for Sin,” offered on any' other” 
vhenhe qict not enter, were nut effectual for Remiſßon. 
or che. is manifeſt; from the Law itſelf. But 
e Nifferent re ir, that klipſe other Sacrifices were Oe. 
— and Perſctiak; And:thus far they availed, 3 
the Parties offering them were purified; from thoſe ꝑat- 
ticular” Tranſgreffſons then conſelſed;/abd reſtored to all 
thePrivileges of Comdiunion with God in his Worſhip; 
of the*Satrifices, effered on ehe Day.of 
Atonement; andof Thoſe only; was General ; and ex-. 
tende to tñe Benefit of the whole Bo of the People, | 
Thee therefore were the moſt Expreſs gef n Sacti- 


et be offemd for the Sins of all Mankind. n ear 
ing 


Guilt, which rendereth Men unworthy to approach him. 

By being allowed it, after the ſlaying of the Sin- Offer- 

ing, is ſignified the removal of that Guilt and Un- 
worthineſs, by God's Acceptance of the Sacrifice. So 
that this Acceſs ſuppoſes an Expiation : And the bring - 

ing in of the Blood is not the Making ſuch Expiation, 
but the Evidence of one already made. This is the 
Type: And the Antitype exactly anſwers it. Human 
Nature, while polluted by Sin, was incapable of en- 
tring Heaven; Our Lord, by ſuffering in this Nature, 
hath procured to it Immortality; and Admittance thi- 
ther. He entred there, as Our Common Repreſenta- 
tive; And by that Entrance, He teſtifies the Expia- 
tion finiſhed: For ſo it muſt be, or ever our Nature 
could gain acceſs thither. The. Aſcent then to, and 
Reſidence of our Nature in Heaven, is an Argument, 
that God is fully reconciled. . The crucified Body of 
our Lord, dwelling for ever with God, is a continual 
exhibiting of the Merits and Efficacy of his Sacrifice; 
but the Act of Entring is not properly a Sacrificial Act 
in Chriſt, or of an Expiatory Nature; Farther than 
it declares the Sacrifice, and the Power of it. It is in- 
deed an Act of Triumph after, and Reward for, hav- 
ing offered himſelf up in this Quality. The Death 
of our Lord on the Croſs anſwers to the Death of the 
Sin- Offering at the Altar. The Remiſſion — - 
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ed by means of, andconfequentl is tobe car Fy wed 
2 of ſhedding the Blood. 1 4 _ 
our Saviour ſaid to 71/e again for our Ji. wee. 
ion. And how. could that be ſaid of him, if ye were 
2 juſtified, till ſometime after he roſe; and if no Par- 
don were obtained, till his Aſcent into Heaven ? Hence 
it is ſaid. that the Blood of the Groſs made our peace and 
that in the Croſs, or (his Body en it, as ſome waer 
ſtand that Paſſage) he defeated and tri- en TE 
umpbed-over the Enemies of our Souls. . 
Hence again, we read, that after be bad. - Keb 1. 8 
by 2 8 our fins, he ſat dowm.on the © 57 "Hig 
right band of the Mazeſty.on high : And, in the very Seri 
ture I am upon, that, after he bad offered one. Sacri 
for fins for ever, be ſat down on the right hand of. God 
And, Laſtly, Hence we may reaſonably preſume, he 
expired upon the Croſs, with thoſe — nt Words 
in his Mouth, I is fined. Of which more in the 
following Service for this Day: 
In the mean while I only add, that W hat hae tion 
here advanced commits no Violence at all! r thoſe 
Texts, where Chriſt's Eternal Ptioſthood is 4 ſſerted. 
For Sacrificing, tho 2 part. was yet nevertherghole, | 
of the Prieſtly Qharacter. Bletüng and Interceſſion a 
as eſſential Branches of it, as the Other. And t 
our Lord continues to diſcharge, with lick falneſs-of 
Power as not to be an humble Supplicant for, hut the 
Author and Giver of Suluatian. He is the Beſto wer, and 
not only the Aſker of Bleſſings, to them for whom 
he:vauchſafes to ĩintercede:- And an Eternal Prieſt he 
thus! far is, with regard to the Sactificingiparc doo 18 
bel hath, by that One Offering for Sin, put an utter 
cad to, and rendred 1 r ach, Wos only 
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* fad Solemniry of this 1 Day. What Tear * Tn 
to be mingled with thoſe of Grief and Penitence? 
Fiel Latter we ſhould be ſtupid and inhuman not to 
Pay, te the diſmal Agonies of our Deareſt Maſter; 
the Former, we ſhould he unthankful, and cruel to our 
Sees not to give to the happy Effects of the Miſery, 
he ſo graciouſſy Wade ende to undergo for us. But, 
1 malte Both effectual, Let us, enflamed with Zeal, 
and Gratitude; and Love unfeigned, endeavour for our 
own Particular, and moſt devoutly beg for the Reſt, 
(as the Beſt of Churches teaches us) that the i innume- 
Table Benefits of this precious Blood-ſhedding may 
Ae theit full extent, and free courſe: That Ve and 
: bole Church of Chrift, may receive remiſſion of Sing, 
all the other bleſſed Effects of his Paſſion. That He, 
os bath made 4 fall, perfect, and faſficient- Sacrifice, 
Raron, and Satisfattion for the Sins of the whole World, 
Should cauſe his Way to be known, and ſhew his Sav- 
ing Health, to the yer dark and unbelieving Nations: 
And That all who do already know it, may walk worth 
Fit. And Oh that the Death, this Day taſted for ever 
Man, may be effectual to the rink of every Man 
Even ſo, hefe Jeſus, B e ee Swen, 
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E AN N Pilate therefore cook eſus,. aud him 
4 2. And the ſoldiers es ms ere Ful it nbi beak, 
1 and they put on Pim a purple robe, 
3. Bedfoid, Hail king of the Fewr's arid th ſmate bim with their hands. 

4. Pilate therefore went <4 tory. ain, and ſaith unto them, Bebold, 1 bring him fort 
unto ——4 that ye may know that I Thad, no fault in bim. 

N came rr and the purple robe ; and 
1 auth unto 27 e the man. 

earth eftt therefore and officers ſx him, they cried out, ſaying, Cru. 

> how. crucif) — Pilate ſaith unte cher, Tale ye him and cruciſy bim; ho I 


no fault in 1. Th 
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1 keth againſt Ceſar. 
: e Pilate therefore heard that ſaying, be A Ly Jeſus forth, and ſat down 
— in a platethitt isc eee, but in the Hebrew, Gab- 


ho 7 > arty nn und about the foxth by aut 
they 
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with bine axnly With 
Fe — 2 Shall I erucify your king ? The ee e Jn we ws 
2 25755 727 F daltuered he kum therefore unto them ro b erutiſed: and they tack. Neſas 
ing Bis 
2 Fa — hoy a Oded 2. OO eee 
1 2 Where they crucified, him, and gather tb Him a either fide one, and Jeſus 


19; neee a rich ud n elbideſt E110 
ASUS OF . HE Ft 9775 THE 
245 This riele # the place wobere ff 


I tas nigh tv the 2 Greek, — A 
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2 ron it, but-caff hes es for it, 
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ſoldiers ns 
25. Now there fred by tbe croſs of 1 bis mother, and bis mother Mi Jay 
2 e e, 4 the difripl fanding by, when 
2 eſus therefore. ſaw his and t crple „ W 
d a. bis e ws | iv try by fon ak 2 A fy 
n ſaith. Be 1d che les Behold thy — 9 Aud from that bor hoy di- | 
2 ber unte his own home. 
28, _— 57 5 3 that all ting: were 107 accompll ſhed, thir the ſeek 
wee * mcg 72 — ſaith,” Þ.thir, 
& a 2 1 full of vineger + gud hey filled Jeange with vine- 
| FO 1 Put it to his mo 
Feſus . — bad received the . be ſaid, Ie i is babe: nd 
bebe bis head, and gave up the ghoſt. 
31. The Fews therefore, becauſe i 4 was the preparation that the bodies ſhould not 
remain upon the croſs on the ſabbatb- day, (. (fer that ſabbath-day was an high-day ) be- 
ekt. Nlate that their legs might be broten, and that they might be taken away. 
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4 D and brake the lege of the frf, andief 1BBWbl wi 
crucified wit 

"Is - qpirraghn they came to Feſus, and ſow that be was dead already, g h. 

ied, = -# ach Soul — with a ſpear pierced bis fde, and forthwith tone 
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IHE Serien of the l he de 4 
ready handled, have brought Us dovyn to the laſt 
Act of our Bleſſea Saviour" s Sufferings, and the par- 


ticular manner of his expiring upon the Croſs. Theſe 
therefore ſhall make the Subject of our preſent Medi 


tation, according tothe deſcription given in the Chapter 


now before us, (Ver. 28, 29, 30.) viz. That Nu, 
(feeling himſelf afflicted with a vehement Drought, uſu- 
al ypon the approach of Death, but eſpecially in that 
kind of Death, where extremity of.Pain, and. loſs of 
Blood, exhauſt the Spirits in a-more than ordinary de- 
gree) complained of Thirſt: For the quenching where- 
of, when his inſulting Enemies offered him Vinegar to 
drink, he meekly ſubmütted to their-cruel.Mockery ; 
And having bes his holy Mouth with it, ſaid, 1: 
is finiſhed; After which he preſeotly, bowed his ye 
end gave up the: GM.. 

There are TWO things; eſpecially 8 
hence, which require our Ver, attentive; Conhderation. 
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1 beg in wah the 7. *ormer, The true. Tape of 
9 2 SS ing, It is fimiſhed. 
| The Firſt and — obvious Interpretation ſeems 
to . the Prophecies concerning Chriſt. Thofe were 
ſo full and expreſs that there was not any one Material 
Circumſtance, in this great concluding Scene of his 
Life eſpecially, which had not been moſt exactly fore- 
told many Ages before. This ſhewed, that all theſe 
Things, however caſual they might appear when they 
happened, were yet conducted all along, by a wiſe and 
ſteady Providence; which ſo over-ruled the Wills, the 
Malice, and the Wickedneſs of Men, as to bring about 
what God had determined, and what none but He 
could have ſignified ſhould be, ſo long before they came 
to pu This was a Method, very agreeable to the 
Delign of Almighty God, whoſe Revelations and Deal 
ings'all tended to the Myſtery of Man's Redemption. 
That Great and Glorious Work, in which his Divine 
Perfections ſhould be moſt - eminently. conſpicuous z 
Which was of greateſt Conſequence to the World; 
Aud Wbich he therefore kept conſtantly in View, and 
made all other Diſpenſations ſubſervient to it. 
This is the very Reaſon, why the Apoſtles, i in all 
their Arguings with the Jeu, inſiſt ſo much upon the 
Topick of Prophecics. Becauſe, according to the Jes 
own Principles, that Perſon was to be look d upon as 
the true Metab, in whom theſe Predictions were mani- 
feſtly and punctualiy accompliſhed. Hence St. Fobn, 
Ver: 28. takes notice, that Jeſs therefore ſaid, I ;hbirft, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled. The other Prophe-. 
cies relating to this Matter, Such as, being betrayed by 
bis Friend and Companion, for ſaken by his Kindred - Ac- 
(uamtance, having bis Hands and his Feet pierced, his 
Garments e and Lats caft upon his e: had all © 
been made already. But there remained One 
more ſtil}, One, acknowl: to belong to this 
Matter. For 2 complaining of the Barbarity fs 
Nn is 
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his Enemies, fays; they were ſo far from extending ing 
their Relief; or flowing any Compaſſi on, to what he 
endured 3 that, on the contraky, they exaſperated, and 
triumphed, in his Sufferings. This pitileſs $ Cruelty he 
expreſſes, by Giving him Gall to eat, aud 
Pſal. Nix. 21. 
toben be was thirſty,. giving bim Vi inegar 
to drink. | 


Now David was confeſſed to be a Type of Chriſ. 
And what he uttered upon theſe Melancholy Occaſ- 
ons, had a higher and farther Meaning. than his own 
- Perſonal Afﬀiftions. And therefore it was neceſſry 
for the Evangeliſt to ſhew, that This alſo un n, 
and literally true of Chriſt; and conſequently tho 
Words had not yet received their utmoſt Completion. 
So that, when our Lord, upon receiving the Vinegar, 
faid, 1: is finiſhed, we may reaſonably underſtand. him 
thus + Thar all the other redictions, of Things ante- 
cedent to his Death, had met with Events anſwerable 
to them before. There was but © Ops more pas ery 
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Places and Perſons, the moſt remarkable Bleſſings and 
Puniſhments, in the Civil Copacity of the Jews had a 
ſecret Myſtery, a diſtant Pr pect and Meaning: But, 
that the Ceremonial Part of their Worſhip was entirely 
made up of Shatlow and Image, In ſhort, that Feſus 


Gr and his Goſpel, what he did, and taught; and 


ſuffered, was the real End and Subſtance, the entire 
and intended Accompliſpment, which Almighty God 
had in view; when he inſtitued thoſe carnal Ordinan- 
ces, and darker Signification of his Will, and truly ac- 
ceptable Worſhip. This was moſt eminently. the Caſe, 
in that Branch, of their Service, by which they made 
the neareſt Approaches to Almighty God, and from 
_ they derived the greateſt Confidence in his Fa- 

r 0 1. Ted. and thoſe of them eſ- 

ally, whic were appointe and acce ted, by wa 
1 Expiation for Sin. Ad yet you 7 00 2910 „ 5 ** x 
ſeen,” that the Apoſtle makes it exceed Lent Made Era 
ing clear, even upon cheir_ own. Prinej- „ 
ples, that fonte of thoſe Sacrifices: could 
bea juſt Ground of Confidence to Sinners: 1 that i it was 
not Poſſible” chey ſhould have any Efficacy ,of their 
own, t Purpoſes they uſed than for. bog + Power 
of takin 25 5 is A ae Which not only the 
Nature hing rendred them, incapable oh, but 
the frequent AER Repetiig n. af the ung acrifi 75 
gre pit frettharion of their being defeRtive in. And 
as, A to Pa N ich 
was, ang" 1. 755 e ecauſe 
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tion, in the Place whereof no other was to ſucceed ; It 
was not expedient that the Other antecedent and more 
imperfe& Diſpenſations ſhould keep Men void of all 
Comfort and Hope. Theſe ſhewed Men their Diſeaſe 
and their Miſery ; and, if they could not apply, yetit 
was fit they ſhould point out at leaſt, and give them 
ſome Proſpect of, their Remedy. Almighty ( od there. 
fore, in his Wiſdom and Compaſſion, ſeems to have in- 
ſtituted Sacrifices, to ſhew, that he was not implacable; 
that he would admit of a Ranſom and Proxy, and one 
day accept Innocent Blood, as an Atonement for the 
Guilt of thoſe that had offended him. Thus be Lanj 
of God was ſlain from ihe foundation of the Morld; not 
only in the Intention and Decree of his Father, but vir- 
tually in every one of thoſe Lambs, appointed and ac- 
cepted for the Sins of them, who lived, before this 
only expiatory Sacrifice was actually offered upon the 
Altar of the Croſs. But when that had been done, 
and the Wrath of God was effectually appeaſed ; there 
was an End of all Bloody Sacrifices. be 
was come, and the Shadows were doe away; there 
was no farther Uſe of thefe, "and as uſeleſs for the fu- 
ture, they ceaſed of thetnſelves:* And "therefore, in 
this Senſe too, our "Sayibiir might moſt truly fay, I i 


* finiſhed ; becauſe che 4 75 mis now attain- 
ed their full e eath | Juſt then 
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that Chat Pry the very ſame Fe in kind 
and meaſure, which, by the juſt Decree of God, were 
que to wilful and impenitent Offenders. For Theſe f 
could be inflicted upon ſuch only, as had | 
offended in their own Perſons. St. Peter r 
urges the Neceſſity of our Lord's Reſurrection, from 
the Impoſſibility of his being holden of the Pains of 
Death. And, if his Innocence delivered him from the 
Power of Temporal, much more did it exempt him 
from that of Eternal Death. The Torments of the 
Damned are without End, without Hope; But everlaſt- 
ing Miſery and Deſpair could never be conſiſtent, either 
with the Condition of one, who had never deſerved 
them, or with the Aſſurance of releaſing his Brethren 
from them. Theſe are the Conſequences of Diſobedi- 
ence and Rebellion againſt God. But the Sufferings 
of Jeſus were molt 8 to God; An unexampled 
Proof of his entire Obedience, in the higheſt and moſt 
difficult Inſtance of Submiſſion ; An Act of Duty 
and unſpeakable Charity; and ſo far from incurring 
his irreconcileable Diſpleaſure, that for this very Cauſe 
God bath highly exalted bim. This pur- 5 l f. 
chaſed a Reward for his human Nature; * 
and Peace for thoſe, who, but for his Sake, could not 
be pardoned and reconciled. *Tis true, God bruiſed him 
ſorely in the day of his fierce Anger; but he never loved. 
him at any time more tenderly, than when he was 
pleaſed thus to wound him. He ſmote him, not for 
any Miſdemeanors of his. yen, in his Private, but for 
Ours, which, in his Publick Ca e as the Com- 
ae een of-finful Mankind, he had taken 
on elf. It was Qur Burthen, which he carried; 
it 9 5 88 for r. which. be Was 1 And the 
Jajdnpen, kia 15 ma W geep! mpreſſion, that, 
the ih Wounds, We might be healed.. 
Now, 5 er to Fa there was no need, that the very 
_ ane Pains, in every Point, ſhould be inflicted upon 
. Him, 
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Him, w "IS had not he ſubmitted to ſuffer for Us, 
we muſt our Selves have ſuffered ; But it was only ne- 
ceſſary, that the Injuries and Affronts, offered: to the 
Divine Juſtice by the Proyecations of wicked Men, 
ſhould receive a ſufficient Compenſation ;, that the Ho. 
nour of God and his. Laws ſhould. be vindic 
Sin made as terrible and full, of Diſcouragei nt, 
could poſſibly have been, cho no ſuch Meth of Mer- 
cy had been uſed, to e us oe th the Care and Con- 
nds were fully ſatiſ- 
9455 by the Son. of eee fer in our 
hate ver was wanting in the Duration, or the 
Eremiy, of thoſe Sufferings, was A 1 8 made 
up, by the Dignity « of the, Pecſon., This d him 
capable of purging our Con ſciences * 75 72 
becauſe he offered. himſelf to HY through e eternal 
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Terms, than the Agonies,and Death of his only Son. 
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ſome reſpects, it is infinicely worſe, than if Chriſt had 
120 wy 2 5 = 045 pre; 20 Trutb mei  together's 
14.1 s and Peatt have kiſſed tach 
Pr. in the wonderful Contrivance of Pl, lr. 105 
n's Redemption. And this Sigtilfication of theſe 
Words pronounced by our Saviour here, correſponds 
endet with thoſe at the 17th Chap. Ver. 4, 5. [have 
17 5 thee on Earth, I ts Ani ed the Work which 
21 0 aveft-me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou 
th thine own ſelf. For ſo likewiſe here, when he 
had rum through all 2 bitter Stages of his Paſſion, en- 
duted every Pain, ſuſtained every Conflict that was ne- 
celfary, and acquitted himſelf as became him in them 
all; having now no longer Buſineſs for Life, he imme- 
diately refigned'it. Which brings me to the | 
II. Second Thing obfervable in the Text, The par- 
ticular Manner of our Saviour sexpiring upon the Croſs, 
as It is expreſſed in the laſt Clauſe of the goth Verſe, 
rd be bowed Bir Head, and gave up the Gbgſt. The ori- 
ginal Phraſe may denote a delivering up, or, as himſelf 
expreſſed it, a corntnitting his Spirit! into 1 ani 46+ 
the Hands of Gd, . Reted Troft, too 
be Teftored again ank united to his Body, at the Time 
prefixed own infinite Wifdom : and plainly im- 
wha hen 4 Diff9lution,” And ackbal Separation of Soul 
10 500% iS every common Man undergoes, when he 
dcs. Ba Hetein 1s 4 remarkable Difference; that what 
be bet of or ea: Was in. Jeſus a 
2 0 5 1 e His on free Choice. 
bee 8 75 2% re | 
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From:ics fe 1 bemacle., Accordingly. we find, that 
hen. the Soldiers cams do take down.the;Bodies from 
the Cxroſs, they be im dead, e boſe: two 
Others, that were vs e e pd:that, when 
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i; that; Nat Lie F& WAS; not quite ſpent it in him; j 
4 doed came on, by, ſuch gradual 
and yoayoidable Decays,; as. it 11 0 dees, hen the 
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lie vinga Ehing true, is the wiſhing, Mt ic worte ſo? 
And what! Ciſe could lie more open to this Suſpicion, 
before us ; Upon Chriſt's riſing, or not 
from che Dead, would depend the Authority of 
| — all his Miracles. Himſolf had refer. 
mom Iſſue to this laſt, this d t Sign; 
— — — — — band 'three 
14 bey, ſaibe Son Man 
a o 002 Fs ——— —— 
bears af be; Barth. Se that all Ns Reputation, and al 
thhears tod. depended upon it. And theteſote both the 
ove af their Maſten and a Fenderneſs fo 
eight xeſoaabl bo be chought tobrafotherninthis Par: 
ticular, and to make the Haſſage for ſuch an Opinion 
more eaſy and open to their Minds. But nom, 
When, inſtead ef ulbchis; they ſee mec rather ſtu 
— and ate, e — ogind 
e e eee ride e cee of f. 
When they were 1 —— of in 
as to be rather obſtinately hent againſt it, and ſtood out 
againſt all the Impreſſions of this Kind, with a fort of 
aelohute Perverſeneſs: When they would:neither credit 
one another ner cheir own felvess but cavilled at ever 


f Scruples, and new Dif: 
ficulties.papetoallye-Andyer;o when afterwards 'theſe 
very;Men,were fo firmly perſuaded of this, that they 
Rake. down their Lives in Vindication of it: Theſe 

mult needs he Conſiderations of mighty Weight to 
eſtabliſſi their Credits) For Theſe 2 all 
Imputation of Eaſineſs and Fartiality. And we cannot 
in Reaſon hae any thing to ſay againſt ſuch Witneſſesz 
nor attribute chair. Confidence at laſt to ay other 
'Cauſe,i than to the powerful Evitlence of Truth upon 
their. qa Conſc iences. They proceeded ſo wurily, and 

Kar renpynced. their own Intereſt, as to doubt every 
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— tor the doubting any longer, 
ecived nothing mw had been moſt critical 
into: And they ftoodour againſtthofe Reports 
dible: Men, and of: their own Senſes, ll _ 
Eonſidetationod Intereſt could have yd de 
would have themſeloes the very fſt 
ment. And more than — — Pg have. Ko 
ve cannot alks\inany Witne chan Judgfment, and 
Care and Integrity e And alb Fheſe nereſted too, by the 
Seabrof the Holy Ghoſt; the Gift of Miracle from 
Heaven. Sa that; upon all Accounts, che Delays and 
the Apoſties were of Mighty a 
to th Doctrine of the Reſurrection. 
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An E Proofs of our Bleſſed Lord's Reſurrection 
are Twofold: Conſiſting partly of Matter of 
Taſk, and partly of the Agreement of that Fact with 
Weile re. eo ce ing ſo very important an 
| the Former Sort I have treated 
"wal Eaſter jo and have there taken in the Hi. 
ſctorical part of the Epiſtles and Gof] = 

2 this, and the following Day. Theſe indeed do ſec 
to turn chiefly upon the Latter Evidence ; z And ers 


fore my —7 cbr upon them ſhall be caphned to That, 
and caſt into one continued Ar gument «2 
To This purpoſe we ſhall do — «et aki That, 


when by ſeven Vonſtrations of his being really alive, 


.- our Lord had refidred his Diſciples fit to hear, Realon, 
he put them in mind, that the Events, Which they 


looked upon as altogether incredible, were no other 
than He, in his former Converſation with them, had 
very frequently aſſured them, ſhould be brought to pas, 
That they were in every pointagreeable to the Prophe- 
cies, dehyered many Ages before. Thoſe Prophecies, 
which-theFews unanimouſly. allowed to be intendedof 
the Meſſias; and ſuch as, fince now they had cen them 
exactly accompliſh'd. in Him, were an c 
zument, Andy _ ks TY 8 n 
ber ee the anatiog of thoſe Scrip- 
| | to Kunſelk as well.as by RAG 
Afſiftancerand I tions of his Grage, darted new 
Light into their Utderftandings, and ſhewed them the 
Correſpondence and. exact ; Harmony of 'rholEPregidti- 
ons, with the things; w which; they could witneſs, had 
happen'd to Him. The Streſs hereof liesin thoſe Paſſa- 
ges, in Which, from the mention of theſe former Pro- 
1 phecies, he draws this Inference; Oigbt 
et an „ mot Chriſt to Suffer and to enter into bis mm 
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And again, Thus it is written, 7 8 
155 it beboved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe” Per. 145 45. 15 
from the dead the third day. 

Thoſe Clauſes, Thus, it In chritten, ebe eb öbeg 
may .probably mean no more than this ; that Chriſt 
muſt needs ſuffer and riſe again, betauſe the Scriptures 
concerning him, could not otherwiſe have been true. 
And then the Argument is but One; Thar, after God 
had declared ſuch things concerning the Meiah, and 
made theſe the Marks, which the World was to Giftig 
gniſh him by ; however ſtrange and ſurprizing they 
might appear at firſt, yet, upon maturer Conſiderati- 
on, it was eaſie for Men to oy themſelves; that 
they were unavoidably neceſſary, tg Vindicating the 
Truth of God, who had, ſo long He, "Eiveriwarn« 
aß of them by the Prophets. be 51001 


| 55 

the or theſe things were thereforefore-- 

becauſe God * 

4 inmes piley And they were. deter- 

Thr becauſe his infinite "Wiſdom ſaw the Kemal of 

them, and their Subſervieney to the Great Ends of 

W the Meffiab, for the Redemption of Mankind. 

There ore that Expreſſion, Thus it beboved, if it do not 
requite, yet it may admix of, aterher Senſe, which 

makes it an Argument ſome what different from the for- 

mer. And that is, That the Neat and Reſurxection of 

Jeſus. 25 in all Points ſuitableid@nthe Character ob the 
* dab. And, that the Scheme geg of Man's 


Redemption could not have been To properly intiified, | 


by any-orher. means, as by Theſe. |, 
This, I ſay, if it be not the moſt patural and 1 
he is Jet a very uſeful Conſtruction of that Expreſſion. 
I mall not take the liberty of treating of it in this 
Latitude. And therefore, limiting my ſelf to the former 
Senſe, what J have to ſay upon this Subject will conſiſt 


only of Two Heads. 
Qq2 I. Firſt, 


5 in truth, this neceſſity was ſubordinate toxns- F 
d from all Eternity 0; 5 8 = 
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1. Ey, I ſhall inſtance in ſome of the moſt mate- 
Gal Paſſages, . which it is reaſonable for us to ſuppoſe 
our Lord inſiſted upon; And, 

II. Secondly, I ſhall ſhew, wherein the Force of his 
Argument lay, in applying theſe, as Remedies to the 
Perplexities and Doubts of his, Diſciples, at that 


| time. 5 


x. Firſt, I ſhall Inſtance in ſomeof the moſt material 
"Paſſages, which it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, our Lord 
made uſe of, in the preſent Caſe. He is ſaid to bavebe- 
Fun with Moſes and all the Prophets, and 
Jo have expounded in all the Scriptures the 
thing ee himſelf. Now, though it is poſſible he 
might open to them the Predictions, relating to Other 
Matters and Adtions of his Life; yet the main Dif. 
ficulties then 1 before them, and the Reue things 
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. Nor Fair 8 1 775 any Kalcher upon ben 
_ than to 1 ſuch, at leaſt the Principal of ſuch, 
as we f fin refsly x applied. to this | urpole, in the New 
Teſtament. 2 For h 15 

que Wh Prophecies our Lord inblted up- 
on, to convince them at this time; I cannot think it 
"unreaſonable to preſume, that the Diſciples endeavour- 
'ed to convince Others, by the ſame Scriptures, to 
which they owned their own Conviction. And there. 
fore ww we gg Th m, either relating, as quoted 
by our. Lo x bs Death; or eMfe, urging upon 
the Jes in in th EO en Perſons afterwards; "Such, 1 
think, we may ar pteſome, bad 4. Place in Our 
Lord's Diſcourſe, 115 was deſigned" to DIY their 


Minds, and remove their Doubts, and Co ofe their 
Alion med. Hecalighed by. his Heath and, Refurrec- 


tion. 0 ee 
_ Tonly ee bg, OT. 1 upon 'Patticulars, b there 


are Two ſorts of th 0s, by which future ks "were 
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bg ;anified vader the Old Teſtament. The One conſiſted in 
Words: > The Other in Facts. And Theſe are there- 
fore diſtinguiſhed, by Predictions, and Types. For 
what the Prophets did, was in ſome Caſes reputed of 
equal Significance and Authority, with what they 
ſpoke; Both being allowed to proceed from the Im- 
pulſe and Direction of the ſame Divine Spirit; and, up- 
on that account, to be as full of Myſtery, and to chal- 
lenge the ſame regard. Accordingly we ſhall find Both 
appealed to, with reſpect to the matter now before Us. 
2 handling which I ſhall conſider Each apart; and 
ſhew, in this Diſcourſe, what Intimation was given by 
Both, that Chriſt muſt Suffer; and in my Next, that 
he muſt Riſe again from the dead, the third daß. 
Asto the Sufferingsand Death of Chriſt, the Prophe- 
cies produced in Scripture are very many, and ſo co- 
pious and expreſs, as to reach every material Circum- 
tance, relating to them. That he ſhould be betrayed 
by a particular Friend, One that was ſuſtained by his 
Bounty, and retained to him; David hath retold in 
the 41ſt Pſalm, which Jeſus ap lies A John 
xili. 18, 19. 1 ſpeak not of you all, I know whom I bave 
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Choſen ; but that the Scripture 1 may be ful 4, He that * 

_ eateth: Bread with me, hath lift up bis : el 2 et age: uſt me. un 
Now T tell you before it come, that when ; it 7s is come to Paſs, . i 
ge may believe that 1am He. © And again, 172 xxvi. 1 
..23, 24, to the Diſcip les G { 1 5 10 8 as that 1 

. ſhould betray Him; bes an Tajd, He that = 
ſ 1 75 his drying with nit in 75 N „ the ls betray 1 


e, The 9g of Man, oel as i Tr 2 75 ( Him. | 
| 40't We, 5 e Son of f Ny 
" iraved, 


eee in the Fixſt of the AFs, is cxpreſ, that, 
ſame of thoſe Imprecations in the 69th 
and roth, Pſalms, had Judas his Tranf- 
: greſBon, and the falling from his Apoftleſhip, in 
We. To this like wiſe our Saviour is probably 
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Acts i 1. 16. 21. ; 
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Jobn vii. 78. 26 bave The, ang none of them is loſt; but 
n The Sor of Rerdition, that the Seriptaremight 
he fulfilled... The Potters Field being bought Wich the 
thirty pieces of Silxer, and, His being ſold for ſo vile 


3 * 


8 Price, is by St. Matſ beam referred toan old Prophecy. 
Mend. en 22 265 fillies that wwhich-was-ſpoken, 
Sy 1% © 911 2 Bey teok-ihe thirly pieces of Silver, the 

* 1 Price. of him. that, was. valued, whom they 
of the Chil, ee, e ee e 
1 e at by them) And gave ilem for the 
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Pojters Fila, @ the Lord appoimted ne... 
The Fears and Confukon:of-his Diſciplesare, by our 
Lord himſelf, declared to be an accomplihment of 


"The i 
fligare Companionsof his wufferings, St. Markeblerves. 
| to fall in See wich the. deſeriptian givemot it-by. | 
ff. any Ages before, 13h him-tbey | 
Ain 3761 ces rig Thevet, the one on bus right). 
4 f | 411 Q 11 FAR and tbe other on his left „ Hund ube 
Scripture Was fulplled which; ſaith, And le aug numbred 
with the Tranſexeſſors\* nn NN Id 
Dawid deſcribing the Barhatity of his Enemies, ſays, 
Plal. . N PETER his Ganments ama tham, aud = 
gs, $207 pou bus. Kebune did they ca/tdats.) But St. 
bz informs us, that theſe; Words had a much more 
' diſtant Proſpeft ; and ho ſtrangely the Awarice of the 
Soldiers, and ghe particular form of: Ze/lsihis: Clothes, 
- concurred te give them their due and ultimate Comple-. 
tion, Tobmaix. 23, 24. Then ile Soldiers, hen ibey had. 
erurified Jeſus, took his Garments aud.made faur.parts, to 


every 


\ 


N 
D * 
9 a CO _ 


: * 9 yt 6 9 „„ aw op Bae . . jo 4 * % "us „ | id 
$ RES, 2 _ —— 
/ | P * 1 % a 9 2 * Fi TE #.7%\ 5 N 8 
Gl. H. EABIETER Mon ay: 31 
* 0 ö 1 
— 12 . — — M2 —⁵—1ĩ..1 one, ay GR 4s W "A * — * 


koiry e # puFt, and atſo bs Clat. Now e G 
5 «bitÞbut Seam, woven from the top tbhroug bout, 720 
ſaid ther 705 among . Let us not reud it, Bu 
caſt tots for i whoſe i, ſhall be; that the Scriptur 
be fulfilled; whith ſaith, They parted my Raiment ami 
ther, and upon my Veſttre did thiy caff lots. Theſe 
things therefore the Soldiers did. © 
Gut Lord, in bis dying Agonies, made uſe of the 
vety Words of Hadid in the 22d Pſalu, My God, ty 
God, why baſt thou forſaken me? In which Pals 15 
Tragical Scene is painted to the Life, and the very 
Faunts of his reviling Enemies are repeated. As if 
were a melancholy Poem, deſcribing a Dear? already 
paſt, rather than a prediction of one to come, above a 
thoufand Years after. And laſtly, Tuff before our Lord 


the Scripture 278 St. 
xix 28.) For the fame David, Pſalm Ixix. 21. com- 
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FA hs thus, They gabe me Gall 10 tat, and hen Twas thir- 
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, they gave the Vinegar 10 dries Now" this was neyer 
ily and” literalhy true, except in the caſe of this 


at gave Am Vitiezar to int mingled ith 


o — o , 


Onde more, That impertinent Malice of the Roman 


Soldier, who wounded" his dead Body With a Spear, 


was another Circumſtance too, correſponding with an 


antiene Prophecy, in thoſe Words quoted”. 


by St. John from Zechariah, They ſhall. 2 bk ui, 10 | 


look en Mee hom tbey bave pier 
The foundation of tlie Eubuüch's Converſion was 


hid ima Text of Iſaiab: And Fhilig could not begin, 


111 a TY 4 N > al... „ 
at any mott appolite Scripture to bring 

him over to 7, than that, which Fro- Ws 1 
vidence ordered, that he ſhould juſt ten be reading; 


He was Tell ts 4 Seip 16'the Slanghter, and lite a Tam, 


dun before bis Shiav rs," 16 opmed henot bis mouth. Ii 
"NY e „ a „%%% —. 
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all be ; that the Seripiuri fg 


expired, Fe eried, Ich, Bur this was. done, that 
Seripturè might be fulfiPd, (ſays St. John, Chap;-: * 


Sor of Havi, For 16 Him ey raw; al fled #Spunge, 
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RH that 5 11011 ebe Aut 
1 ain ebe Ln Fork, Prophet farctold 
110 cekneſ ng 590 . — N the Bleed Je- 
8 ſo injurious a Neat. $0, \Qid\beulikewiſe 
he great Charity and Main eſign of it and how a 
Perſon ſo Indocen, o Divine came to endure ſo bit- 
ter things: That t.this was a Diſpenſation of God, for 
the benefit of ſinful M > MA on him the burthen 

of the Fyniſhimegt of the ee which muſt 
otherwiſe: have Tank | 7 1 Co mittets, into irre- 


1 8 8 Miſery and al For it we look into 
dhe ch bo MEE that Nd rot of Jſaiab, 
haft nd, hat St. Peter. x but. take che Prophets 

bis own, Mouth, when, he, gives this ac- 

gg in the Second. of his Firſt Epiſtle at 

. uf. bare our Hine in bis cr 

| pe being dead to Sin ſhauld live 40 

MUS 975 es KO: 26; mere healed ; for ye 

ms afey. $ the Apa Now obſerve 

Nee bebe 35 Seh he hath 


, and. 185 aur | Sorrows; Hie was 
7 7 3-28 vas briafed: for: our 
our > et Was 1 4 Low 
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cs. ue 105 call dalia in 
14 Dy Figures and Types, 
Tt he Ne Rament. And they * 
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Firſt ] The Paſchal Lamb; 
g rinnen the Blood of it ſprinkled up- 
1 Th hr recite, in the Night when God 
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ſlew all cue bon in EN And the Ute: Sy = 


wus; to ſecure the Thhabitatits” Where this Blood 
ſ rinkled, from all the dire, Effects of the deftfoyi 
1 Now the like Beit 4 8 to Chr 
by the” Blood of Neis. St. Jobn calls im 
e Lamb of God, that tat away the Shs,” — 
„be Morid, and fays, be hath waſhed tis © 8 
| bis cen Blood." St Paul,” that. 202 5 8 
reconcited'to God by bis Blood r 
Chrift our Paſſover is ſacrificed far us. And 5 e 0h 
St. Joby once more takes weile, that, John xn, 3, 
get late aol 3 
atzors from the Croſs, they B e. 
Thieves crucified tomb 90 ; when 4 
2 bs js „ e as He was e 44% 
Which me attributes to a. 

ſet for theſe things were do 185 Hers 1 
tbe Seripture ſponld be ace && one of kin ho 
N ark Ir ſeems then, I 7 Scripture had. not been en 
+ fulfilled; „. wn of 2 ub Rad" been broken. But 
that Seripture is one © Precepts | ONTO, the 
\\Paffover;'in the wo Twelfth 81 Ti 3 and was: Rant: 
ly obſerved by the Jews, in their Ceed tio 
Sind therefore this Sctiprure required, an Ta 
full atid laſt Completion in Cheiſt; Some. 5 

„there muſt be of the Concern He had in it. At 
ban be no other, than the mutual Relation, Bete 
the Jewiſh Lamb and Him ;That as the Sbagg , Him 
bas the Subſtance; And conſeque 905 5 is the true, 
the univerſal Paſſover 3 whit ch turns a 0 5h en 
of God, and, by the Veit r his Serie elivers 
them that have Part in him, 1 the De üͤction of 
. Reprobate and Wicked. 


0 n Tmage of Chiift Was the th 19.805 85 g.inſt 


ted by theJewiſh' Law. This, (I 1255 roy ready) 
by - upon other Occaſibns, fo Wee upon th 1 0 
"Yy of Atonement, was to reconcile Men to G 
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And the aner of ĩt was (i hath been Prem to bring 
the Blood into: the” Sanct „Aid ſprinkle it before 
the Bord. but to burn the without the Camp. 
. With Alluſion to this, Chriſt is not o only 
e . called dür Peace, and ſaid to be made Sin 
e for ur? Rut more particularly, the ſame 
Ceremopies ar&obſerved to be nicely regarded, in the 
Place and Manner of his Death. per thus the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews argues, The Bodies of thoſe Beaſts, 
„ obeſe Blood is brought into the Sanctuary 
wy For Sin, are burnt without the Camp. 
ber fore Feſits alſo, that be might ſanttify the People 
with 5 own Blood, faffered without tht Gate. 
One more remarkable Type there is, denoting both 
thi Kind, and:theEfficacy, of this Death. When the 
Fueller in the Wilderneſs were ſtung with fiery Ser- 
pents; | Moſes was commanded to fet a brazen Serpent, 
reſembling choſcin Form, on high upon a Pole; And 
any as looked upon This, were healed of their 
Plague; Our Lord, in Hke manner, tho? made in the 
Ei of ſinful Fleſh, yet knew no Sin himſelf: As 
chat Brazen Serpent had the Refemblance' only, but 
none of the Fire and Venom of thoſe Serpents, whoſe 
Sting it was ordained to cure. Nor did the fixing it 
in view effeer a Recovery, by any natural and neceſſa- 
ry Operation; but che Benefir of Healing was con- 
fined to them, thar flx d their Pesu on it; and, con- 
Ms at ſetquent to that, un 4 theinſeIves to "this. 
marks OT  Sighof Salvation. (as the Wiſdom of So- 
Ihition « expreſſes it) This Action made them capable of 
the Meicy of God, working in, and by, that Emblem. 
FPuhus is the Death' of Chrift effectual for curing the 
Sins of Men; Not of all indifferently, and without 
Distinction; but of ſuch, as qualify themſelves by Faith, 
All which cannot” be more fully illuſtrated, an by 
that Paſſage in our Lord's Diſcourſe with Nicodenius, 
(John. 14, 15.) 44 Moſes * the Serpent — 
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Wilderneſs, even ſo: muſt the Son of Man 5 - lifted: up; 
That whaſoever: behoveth on Him, - ſhould not perijh; 64] 
have eternal Life.” And. that, chere is a peculiar Pro- 
tys in that Fhraſe of being fred us, with regard 
to the Crucifixion of our Bleſſed Saviour, the ſame 
Evangeliſt hath; inſtructed us (Chap: xitc: "32, 33.) who 
upon the | Occaſion, of thoſe Words, A I if I 
hfted' up - from» thei Earth, will drutu alt Amn unto me 5 
adds, by way of Explanation to this Term, This ſand 
Jeſus,  fignifying what... Death be: ſhould die. Let this 
ſuffice for Proof, that Thus it was written, and Thus 
it behoved Chriſt. to Suffer. That there was the 
ſame Neceſſity, and upon the ſame Account, for his 
Riſing again, ſhall be Tae ws of to Morrow's 
e ee. t 24112 2501 HA 75 ers 8 -OAIL fl 
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5 devell; nds Per 
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3 death ir bim yet 
felt Be fat ee fea thin in yt 


29. And wuhen Pad Pd ol haveoern iy cot bin ee. 
from the free, and or in a lebre. 8445 YR 3 cf 4255 re 
30. But God raiſed bim from the dead. 

31. Aud be was ſeth many days of them <obich came 5 bin rt e A 
7 eruſalem, woho are his Witneſſes unto the prople. 
2 And we declare unto you glad Hangs, bow that the promiſe which x 2005 q made | 


8 th 7557 7 | 
Ifilled the ſame unto us We in that be bath raiſed up 27 T8] 
ſus again, ar it 1 lee In the ſecond Pham: : 8 25 art 7 Jon, | 9 * 25 bave Þ, 
begotten thee; (| 
34+ And as concerning that be raiſed bin ow the OY no 
D — to Fact L 3 on 8 wiſh, 1 "I give Jou t the fire M TEE _ 
il 55 \ 


. 35: Wherefore * 
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— Wherefore be ſaith alſe in another Pſalm, Thou ſbalt not ſuffer thine boly on 
to ſee corruption. 
cr d, be bad ſerved hi enerati be woill 
36. 8 3 — gT> —. N wy t of _ Fallon 


en be en God raiſed again ſaw no corruption. 
57 Nl it_knowpn | o you therefore, men and brethren, that "IRENE this m man is 
BJ a bu the”; aver 7 0 fr of 
Jaftified from all things, frem which ye could 
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put . Boo negro 3 _ 
| end perifs 1 I work a word in your 
| 2 e . n wi be ws, > gb a 4 _ declare it unt 
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„ eee bey were ny Gor erifed and efrighted, and ſupeſed th that « thy badſen 


It Hd: 92 2; ic 


2 * l e Why are ye wroubled, and why a theughts ariſei 
id 8 8 "Bundle ne uud ſer, fo 
at why be 5 22 b 222 W ed "bis far. 


15 No wnto them, 
here any: — ; 2 ö 4g Lo + 
152 42. Eno or ny Dime Sia 3 and of an NP ad comb. 
WE vous He took it and did ear bs — W N NN 
Au be ſaid unto them, Theſe are the wwords ohh I ſpake. while I 
wars . with-you, that all things muſs be 2 — ig arc law of 
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Now 1 according to my Propoſal. * « 
day, to conſider the „ pg 7 
Bleſſed Redeemer's Reſurrection. And that, Both as 
to the Thing in general, and as to the particular Time 
of it. F 5 1 . — now extend to 
Both, That he /2ould riſe from the Dead, and, 
he ſhould riſe the Third * * That , 
Almighty God had — to 3 That i in 
his Seed all Nations of the Earth ſhould be 
bleſſed ;, This Seed, St. Paul affirms to the Gen. xxii. 18. 
Galatians, is Chriſt, who redeem d us from _ = vcd 
the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe 5 
far us, That the Bleſfi ing of Abraham might c pn the 
Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt. And St, Peter acquaints 
the Jews, that this Promiſe was made good to them in 
our Lord's Reſurrection. (Alis iii. 25, 26.).77 are tbe 
Children of . the Prapbets, and of ibe Covenant, which 
God made with our Fathers," ſaying into | Abrahait,.. 
in thy Seed ſhall all the- Kindreds of the Earth \ 
| Unto you firſt, God, baving raiſed up bis Son Chas, ſent 
him to bleſs you, in ar nag . every one of b . fr 
bis Iniquities. 
David, in e fal, magnifying ; the Ne 
of God in his Son's Exaltation to the "Throne, ad 
ſaid, Jill declare the Decr the Lord Hat) aid unto 
Mex, Thou. art my Son, this Day haue I len thee. 
And St. Paul, making the Epil age Day hir Ser- 
mon in the Synagogue at Autioch, contends Wr this, 
as the true Senſe of theſe Words. Wie declare unto you 
Glad Tidings, ſays he, how that the Promiſe, which was 
made unto the Fathers, God hath fulfil d 
the ſame unto us their Children, in that be 
hath raiſed up Feſus again; As it is alſo written in the 
Second * Thou art my Son, this Day have 1 "Fi 
1 Thee. 


Acts xiii, 32, 33» 
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theesi And, that this Han had a Peculiar Reference 
to: theiMefaas, wellcarr,” from” the Alufion made to 
. aeg if hy, ii the Ppt 
; * S* 8 ICY N 
he ſame Royal: Pro Phet, Yi mnbiier" Place; is car- 
"ried ed gut inc Raprures of 5 75 Holy Hope, which 
' cu nat, in Proprie 8 long to 
any bat Chriſt. And therefore rr n to 
vader and thoſe Words, Thou wilt nor leabt my Sbul in 
115 I Hell, neitber*wilt 1bo# fuer thine Holy On: 
het; 3% fo ſee Corruption. The Application where- 
93%: ef, toithe Matter now in Rand, St. Peter 
vindicates thus, in his Sermon on the Day of Peniecoft, 
Men and Brethren, tet' me freely fp you "ths Pa. 
triarch David; that tbe in Mhth an bind bars = and bis 
Hale is mib Us unto this Day; therefore; being a 
Prophets and knowing; that God had orm With an Oath 
| ee the Fras of bis Loins,” ecar ding” 10 the 
Id raiſe 'up Chriſt to fit on Bis Thane : Hy 
; abr of the Refuyreirion of Cr, tha! 
ths Sau! 2045 not left in Hell, neither did His Bon oy fre Cor- 
rupuion. And St. Pur in hke manner; here to the 
PS a3, * Jus at Aribeb, David,” aftt: be bad 
e . ſeruteu bis own Grab . rk: 
. 3 Corruption But 'Z "Fit, ohh 
ranch u agam 8 
But In our Saviour's Reſertectien, Ys Ons 
Particular Privilege; which viftiieviſhed Him” froth 
any other Perſon, miraculouſt y brought de Life again, 
Ain that They only were called back; and, as it wete, 
| for — Term of Time. bur tity con- 
Zipurc fuhjett t Mortality And. when that Perio 
was expired; returned to. their dark” "Priſons of. 
3 there to remain eonfitied,' till the General Gaol 
Delivery, at the great Aſſizes of the whole World. 
na 5 Als 21 But Mt; us St. Paul obſerves, being 
1 * raiſed from the Dead, dieth no mare, 1 
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hath yo wore Dominion over Him. And this pęeuliar Ex- 
cep tion that Apoſtle obſerves to haye been be 5 
e told by Tie, Ang, as concerning that 
God raiſed him up from the Toe p — no . IN 
more to return to Corruption, he ſaid an 2 
wiſe, I will give you the ſure Mercies q | 

Now by theſe ſare Mercies Daui 
Bleſſings, for which Almighty. God nd ingaged bi 
Truth ; and of the full Attainment whereof Deuid 
ſo often expreſſes his entire Confidenbe. Particularly 
That of an . | Kingdgr), to be continued to 
His Poſterity. - Now this. having manifeſtly failed in 
the firſt and temporal Senſe, It follows, thas: the Pro- 
mile mult. have a ſecond, and more ſublime Senſe, he- 
longing. 10 Ts Such as W :ts.2 Spiritual and Eternal 
Kingd Wi which. ab foreſaw in his 
Ninth C 0 nd which the Holy Angel at our Sa- 
viour s 5 Fo of he decir 8 5 ee in eh 


4 gr 0 
4 5 Highth, 77 7 
Him the Throne 2 2 
de far 7 over. 


ſtles de 
. 1 550 
| ed ons 5 
ah | mi a. Saviour. To | 
s,, tha hes Shona Tie 5 
ch Death muſt, pur a Period to his Reign. 
nlequ 5 That Kingdom not baingever- 
ng, theſe Mercies of David were not ſume ; that 
1 by 1 would not be made good, in the Juſt 
of 08 0 valuable Senſe fm 
Sto t Wige r.time of four Lord ReſurreRion,. 


Ses in the Wen are very juſtly in- 
cerpreted 
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. ; Yet; becauſe 1 N * 
tion of them, by the Writers of the New Teer, | 
I Tal content my felf with that one Type, produced 
by Chriſt himſelf to the Ferws, which a pre | 
both the Thing, and this Circumſtance of it. And 
this was fo remarkable, that our Lord refers that obſti- 
nate People hither, as to the laft, and moſt awakening 
Miracle, which God reſerved for their Conviction, 
and would hold Them inexcuſable, upon whom it 
ſhould have no effect, As Jonas was three Day and three 
15 " "Nights in the Whales Belly, ſo ſball the 
Hate il. . Son of Man be three Days and three Nights 
W m tbe Heart of the Earth. The Men of 
Ng hall riſe in the Tudoment with this Generation, 
all condemn it; for they repented at the preaching 
of Jos, and behold a 8 than Jonas is Bere. 
Thus have I laid before you Some of the Principal = 
Prophecies and Types, by which God ſignified long 
before that the 3 ſhould ſuffer, and nie again 
from the Dead. Such as, we may probably conjecture, 
our Lord expounded, in his Conferences with the Diſ- 
ciples ; Becauſe we find them inſiſted upon 85 
in their Reaſonings with the Fes. It were very eaſy 
to enlarge yet more, by producing Others of * 
kind, with reference to the Other Parts of our Lord's 
| Exaltation, and the Adminiſtration of his Spiritual 
Kingdom. But I confine my ſelf to theſe two Sub- 
jette of his Death and Reſurrection, as proper to this 
Seaſon. I ſhall now deſcend bricfl = the Second 
Branch of my Diviſion upon it, whict 
9. To ſhew, wherein the Strength of this Argument, 
drawn From ſuch Predictions and Prefigurations, con- 
- fiſts: And upon what Account it was proper, for 
bringing over theſe Diſciples to a Belief of Jeſus 
therefore being the Cbriſ, becauſe he did * m_ 
| _ and thus ER tHe — a 
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Now inp 7 wuſt 7 : : * 1 TT 
nF, That the Perſons, to. 8 N Our Lords 41 
recteck this Diſcourſe; had been z all alon 3 
bred up ih the Knowledge and Pratice « e Net „ Y 
theJ-oi/h Religion ; and had received the 8 qe WY 
WritingSof the Ot Talent, asthe Ora. * 
cles of God, and the Rule ang. Standa rd of their TE 0 
Now the greatettheir Skill 10 1 theſe [54S Was, the more 
firm their Perfoaſion would be of 2 Meſh Nag to. 79 5 4 
One; who hold fulfil att oe glorious things ſpoken 
of him there; and was to be K NOWns, anddiſtinguiſhed- 
from al falſe Pretender, by doing fo. Fox of the Chriſt” 
thoſe Words of Moſes are to be underſtood,,. and were”. 
cotiftitly undetſtood by the Ancient Jews - 4 e 
ſhall ib Ford your Col Falſe wp unto you of - | Bs AS, A 
your Brethy#1 Bae Me, Bim 12 e hear. . ae, 2 ; 
Aud iu foal wie 1% Pa, that every Soul, 5 
which Beyer not unto that Prophet, foal be be cut 4 
rom bis Feopig Since then their Obedience to this 1105 
Prophet Was en 1 winder” ſo” ſevere, a Penalty bh 
oy needs be; that God left them not "utrerly4in the 
Datk#it"this moſt impottart Afair ; but gave them 
ſome particular Marks and Characters, by which they 
might he able to diſcern that Propher,. to whom 221 
Obedience was due. e 
2/Serandly;" It is likewiſe obſervable, that the Jews. L 
ackhowledged, and underſtobd theſe Signs of the Mile... 
Hab as ine mmuficable to any,Other, Hence is that 
 Sayitig, Aden Cbriſ comtth,” Will He d Lk a tf 
more Miracles han theſe which this In e. 

halb done? Hence the Appealou our Lord makes to hisown. oh: 
Mineles}"in"order to {atisfy that Queſtion. of. Jobn 3 
Diſeiples, Art thou be whith ſhould hte, ritt ape 
or do e look for another ®Theplainmean-. ......... ems - 120 
ing whereof is, firſt, that One famous Perſon, w 55 . 
pected, entitled by way of Eminence, He that | 
come; F and alſo, that the Greatneſs, and Number, a” a 


Rr | Qua- 
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cles were a ſufficienttoken, topeine 


thus. He, who does thoſe many and m 
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and fingle him out, when he did come. So that our 
Lord's Argument, (as I have * lies 


foretold by the Prophets, is He that ſhould come. 


Tour on Senſez are Judges, whether Thayedone cheſe 
Wonders or not: And . your Senſes con- 
Vince you, that I have wrought ſuch things; there can- 
not remain. any reaſonable doubt, but that I am He 


4 


that ſhould come. 


* 


3. Thirdh, Allowing ſome ſuch Characten to be laid. 


down concerning the Meffiah ; It will follow, that, if 
any of thoſe Prophecics were in ſome Senſe fulfilled in 
any of the eminent Men of old; yet there was ſtill ano- 


ther and Tublimer Senſe, peculiar to the Maſtab, which 
muſt be fulfilled in Him; and that, till this ſhould be 


done, the utmoſt intent of thoſe Prophecies was not 8a. 
risfied. This is the Method taken by the Apaſtles, par- 
ticularly by St. Peter and St. Paul, in their Diſcourſes 
upon our Lord's Reſurrection. They prove, that the 


Paſſiges of David and Jſaiab were not fully made good 
in the Perſons, who ſpoke them; not in the Letter, and 


moſt immediate Sigmificatian: Conſequently that, ſup- 
poling a double Senſe, and Them to have any part in 


them, they had another Perſon in view, who ſhould give 


them their utmoſt accompliſhment. Therefore, till that 


Were done, the Truth of God, who dielstedthofe Ex- 
preſſions, had not fully diſcharged it ſelf. That there 


were many Predictions, relating to the Maſſab, is a 


Principle confeſſed by the .: Either therefore the 


Meſſiah was never Propheſied of, nor Prefigured at all 
by ſuch; (Which the eus will not all agree in:) Or 


elle, ſome Pro hecies and Prefigurations, contained 
in the Old Teftament, will require, and do contain, 
- a future and myſtical, even in the Opinion of Them, 


who admit a pre ſent and ſtricter, Interpretation. And 


it fo; then that Perſon, in whom that higheſt and 61k 9 


bty Wonders, - 


© 25 an nal way — arguing. For al —.— of. Ns 
= Fhich ue pale meet Rike 455 only ſuch mi 


erable Sh the Jeuus of later Ages haue ep 
Gs — 99 1 . orrigible Un- 

ele, bay pon a 2 ich heretofore 

e unzyerſal akne wed to. point at the 'Ehrift. 


| 3 of Almig 
Prophetick e and the e of what hap- 
pened to our >a 1 (Hoſe mg! n fore- 
told of th bateyer He hath 
declared ſhall be, my Ne come to paſs. If the 


Fey hets wrote, as they were inſpired and directed by ; 


oly Ghoſt ; Whatever they have laid down con- 
_ he Me frah, miſt be. gccompliſhed in his 
_ Perſon. But che Prophets iddeclare, That the Maſiab 
ſhouldbe cutoff from the Landof the Living; That He 
ſhould die, under ſuch and ſuch Cireumſtances; That, 


after He was thus dead, He ſhould:riſe again. The Per- 


ſon therefore, who in all Points made good theſe Pre- 
ditions. is us 
thus die, and thus 


again; No other Perſon, beſides 


himſelf, ever did ſo; And Went Jeſus, and no 


other Perſon, is the 5 75 Since therefore theſe 
Diſciples. Vo that BS things ' were dictated by 
God Himſelf, 


they ſaw them punctually made good in their own Ma- 
ſter; His Sufferings and Death ought not to diſcourage 


or weaken their Faith, becauſe theſe were neceſſary to 
the Character and Office of Chriſt, Nay, had he not ſo 


ſuf⸗ 


pp > '4 0 laſt n the Ve. 
wth, 555 th Toes ak upon the the 
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u 50 the Chrilt. Now Jaſus did 5 


hor N — Maſſiab; And ſince © 
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| ſuffeted 85 ITY ; he could n not c polldhy CT OTTER the 
Chrift& Thus again; in regard: 


the fame Perſon, ſo de- 
{cribed heretofore to ſuffer and die, Was likewiſe fore- 
told to riſe again the third Day; The Demonſtrations 
he had now given them, upon t very Day, from his 
Death, of his being actually riſen, were an irrefraga- 
ble Evidence, that all the glorious Benefits, which the 
World was to expect from the promiſed Maſiab, were 
to be depended upon from. and would moſt 'affuredly 
be found 1 in, Jus. So tliat they might boldly witnefs 
2277-2 theſe=things to the World, and preach 
Lake 7 4s Repentonce and \Remiſſion of Sins in his 
Nane. In His, I ſay, who thus died for 
Ron Ne, e Sins of Mankirid, and thus roſe again 
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pt with, the Hy "Holy Spirit wat 
Amen.” 
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